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PREFACE. 



Young in years and young in the ministerial office, 
the Author sends forth this Volume with imaffected 
diffidence. He cannot but be aware that many a 
sincere friend and well-wisher will regret and con- 
demn so early an appearance before the public in 
the character of Author. Some will condemn what 
they cannot but consider the vanity which such a 
step bespeaks ; while others will deem it rash and 
imprudent that he should tie himself to particular 
opinions^ and thus oblige himself hereafter to be 
consistent with views and statements now advanced, 
even when he may have seen reason for modifica- 
tion or change. 

As regards the charge of vanity, the Author can 
most sincerely and solemnly avow that there is 
scarcely a Sermon in the Volume which was not 
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VI PREFACE. 

preached under a strong, and, in many cases, even 
a painful, sense of its deficiency. It is the re- 
ception which those to whom they have been 
delivered have given to them — should he not rather 
say, it is the blessing wherewith God hath already 
blessed them to the consciences and hearts of some 
who heard them ? — that has induced him now to 
publish them in this more permanent and extensive 
manner. And the first idea of such a step, at any- 
thing like so early a period, originated in the wishes 
of others, and not in any high opinion which the 
preacher himself had formed of them. And, as 
they were preached, so are they now published, in 
reliance, not upon any " excellency of speech or of 
wisdom" contained in them, but upon that " testi- 
mony of Grod,*' which, amid all their deficiencies, 
the Author trusts they will be found to declare. If 
the truth as it is in Jesus" be in them, it cannot 
return void. 

For the other objection which it is supposed may 
be advanced against their publication, — viz. that 
more earnest prayer, deeper study of the Word of 
Grod, and more extensive experience, may hereafter 
modify, change, or enlarge, the views now advanced. 
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and that the Author will then he exposed to the 
temptation of preferring consistency with himself to 
truth, — ^he would make this answer. He helieves 
and trusts that there is not any one view or state- 
ment of truth contained in the Volume which is of 
a novel or peculiar character ; he trusts that there 
is no view of an ultra character. And as a Minister 
of the Church of England, he would have shrunk 
from advancing views and statements in which he 
did not conceive himself fully warranted by her 
Scripti!kral Articles and Formularies. 

Should the ultra-Calvinist be ofiended at the 
general offers of salvation made — should the sys- 
tematic Arminian think that the doctrines of 
sovereign grace are too strongly and too un- 
guardedly stated — should the high doctrinalist 
think that the practical tone of the Volume savours 
of legality — ^in a word, should the champion of a 
system not find the ultraism of his system in these 
pages — rthe Author will rejoice, inasmuch as his 
every Sermon has been penned and preached under 
the firm conviction that neither the Calvinist, nor 
the Arminian, nor the high doctrinalist, will find 
the whole of his compact system in the Bible, but 
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that he who would draw his doctrine simply from 
that Divine source, must be content to be without 
a system, and to receive with the faith of a little 
child truths which will ever, in this world of partial 
knowledge, appear inharmonious and inconsistent. 

Having already stated that the publication of this 
Volume originated in the wishes of others, the 
Author need hardly say that a hope of pecuniary 
profit was not his sole nor even his chief motive. 
At the same time, however, why should he aflfect to 
say that such a motive has in no way been* mixed 
up in his mind ? He need not surely blush or hesi- 
tate to own that profit would not be unimportant 
to him, nor need he blush at an endeavour to eke 
out a not superabundant income by such a step as 
the present, even had that step originated (which it 
did not) altogether from such a motive. 

As regards criticism, it may almost seem to 
savour of presumption to suppose that the Sermons 
of an obscure country Curate will be thought worthy 
of it. But in the present state of religious feeling 
(alas 1 must it not be added of religious parties ?) 
it can scarcely be expected that a Volume from the 
pen of a clergyman of the Church of England will 



Digitized by Google 



PREFACE. IX 

altogether escape this ordeal. And though from 
the pulpit the preacher may deprecate criticism, the 
Author, in venturing upon publication from the 
press, must be prepared to abide it, if he do not 
seem even to invite it. And should there be found 
in these pages false statements and erroneous views, 
the Author from his heart would say, though " an 
angel from heaven" had penned them, let them be, 
not criticised only, but, exposed and refuted. For 
faults of style, and other defects or errors of a 
minor nature (minor, as compared with the doctrine 
set forth), the Author would entreat the leniency 
both of reader and critic. 

One remark on the Sermons of a character more 
especially doctrinal^ which are placed last. It was 
not the Author's intention to have included these in 
his Selection, when first he formed the resolution of 
publishing. Among other motives for this intended 
omission, he felt that in these Sermons especially 
there was very little to which he could lay claim — 
they are on fundamental points of doctrine, and 
points therefore most frequently, most fully, and 
most ably handled, both from the pulpit and from the 
press. But he understood that there was a wish, 
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in more than one quarter, among those who had 
heard these Sermons delivered, that they should 
be included. Let it be candidly acknowledged that 
the Sermons on Justification especially are rather 
a concentration and condensation of what the 
Author has, at different times, found scattered in 
various Works, than, in the strictest sense, original 
productions. How much the Author is indebted 
to the Sermons of Dr. O'Brien, of Trinity College, 
Dublin, his pages bear ample testimony. 

And now, though a weak and unskilful hand has 
wielded *'the sword of the Spirit" — though an 
unskilful husbandman has sown the seed — yet 
through the blessing of God Almighty, even 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, may the sword 
pierce — may the seed spring up a hundred fold ! 
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NO MAN WILL PREACH THE GOSPEL SO FRBBLT AS THE SCRIP- 
TURES PREACH IT, UNLESS HE WILL SUBMIT TO TALK LIKE AN 
ANTINOMIAN, IN THE ESTIMATION OF A GREAT BODY OF CHRISTIANS ; 
NOR WILL ANT MAN PREACH IT SO PRACTICALLY AS THE SCRIPTURES, 
UNLESS HE WILL SUBMIT TO BE CALLED, BT AS LARGE A BODY, AN 
ARMINIAN. MANY THINK THAT THEY FIND A MIDDLE PATH : WHICH 
IS, IN FACT, NEITHER ONE THING OR ANOTHER; SINCE IT IS NOT 
THE INCOMPREHENSIBLE, BUT GRAND PLAN OF THE BIBLE. IT IS 
SOMEWHAT OF HUMAN CONTRIVANCE. IT SAVOURS OF HUMAN 
POVERTY AND LITTLENESS.'^ 



^'tHE RIGHT WAY OF INTERPRETING SCRIPTURE IS, TO TAKE IT 
AS WE FIND IT, WITHOUT ANY ATTEMPT TO FORCE IT INTO ANY 
PARTICULAR SYSTEM. WHATEVER MAY BE FAIRLY INFERRED FROM 
SCRIPTURE, WE NEED NOT FEAR TO INSIST ON. MANY PASSAGES 
SPEAK THE LANGUAGE OF WHAT IS CALLED CALVINISM, AND THAT 
IN ALMOST THE STRONGEST TERMS : I WOULD NOT HAVE A MAN 
CLIP AND CURTAIL THESE PASSAGES, TO BRING THEM DOWN TO SOME 
SYSTEM : LET HIM GO WITH THEM IN THEIR FREE AND FULL 
SENSE ; FOR, OTHERWISE, IF HE DO NOT ABSOLUTELY PERVERT THEM, 
HE WILL ATTENUATE THEIR ENERGY. BUT, LET HIM LOOK AT AS 
MANY MORE, WHICH SPEAK THE LANGUAGE OF ARMINIANISM, AND 
LET HIM GO ALL THE WAY WITH THESE ALSO. GOD HAS BEEN 
PLEASED THUS TO STATE AND TO LEAVE THE THING, AND ALL OUR 
ATTEMPTS TO DISTORT IT, ONE WAY OR THE OTHER, ARE PUNY AND 
CONTEMPTIBLE.'' 



REMAINS OF REV. RICHARD CECIL, p. 889. 



IBID. p. 290. 
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SERMON I. 



THE PROMISED COMING. 



2 Peter, iii. 4 — " Where is the promise of his 
coming 

Whose words are these ? — ^Are they the words of 
some eager, thirsting soul, which, mindful of its 
Lord's promise to come again and receive His own 
unto Himself, panteth, as the hart after the water- 
brooks, for its accomplishment ? Does some child 
of God, ripe for glory, who is now ready to be 
oflfered," who has fought a good fight," and 
*' finished" his course," thrust forth an eager and 
impatient hand to grasp his crown of righteous- 
ness," and cry : Why is his chariot so long in 
coming, why tarry the wheels of his chariots ?" — 
Where is the promise of his coming?" No — the 
words are not the longing aspiration of the ripened 
saint, but the sceptical and sneering challenge of 
thescoflfer: ''There shall come in the last days 
scoffers^ walking after their own lusts, and saying, 
Where is the promise of his coming ? for since 
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THE PROMISED COMING. 



the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation." 

This Second Coining of Christ, His coming to 
judgment, is now to be our subject. God grant 
that our consideration of it, while it alarms the 
careless and impenitent sinner, may also comfort 
and cheer those to whom that day shall be the day 
of everlasting redemption ! 

The words of my text suggest a plain, and I 
trust, by God's grace, a profitable line of medita- 
tion. Let us, Brethren, consider from them, 

I. The Language of the Sceptic and the 
Scoffer with reference to Christ's second 
coming; and, 

II. The Object and Results of that coming, 
AS bearing upon the whole human race. 

First then, these scoffers say : ' Where is the 
promise of his coming, for since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation.' You would frighten 
us by telling us that God is coming to judge the 
world — that in that day the earth and all the works 
that are therein shall be burned up — that after this 
judgment, there is an eternal heaven, and an eter- 
nal hell to come ; but we see no signs of this 
coming — things are going on just as usual — no 
interruption takes place to the common course of 
this world's affairs — the natural order of things ia 
undisturbed and unchanged — our earth exhibits no 
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symptoms of decay — the heavens and all their host, 
the sun, and moon, and stars, wane not, but are yet 
bright with unfading, undimmed, untired youth. 
' Where' then, * is the promise of his coming ?* 

Such the language of these scoffers. Their cavil 
was professedly indeed grounded, like much of the 
infidelity of modem days, upon philosophy, a shal- 
low, unscriptural philosophy — their ideas of the 
origin and constitution of our world — ^but the true 
source of their infidelity, as of much of the infidelity 
of modem times, was not the head, but the heart ; 
they walked " after their own lusts and therefore a 
future judgment was to be cavilled at, and mocked, 
and disbelieved. Brethren, because sentence 
against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set 
in them to do evil." But had these very scoffers, 
whose shallow philosophy armed them with this 
cavil, tumed, in the spirit of a true philosophy, to 
the examination, not only of the physical or natu- 
ral constitution of our world, but of its moral 
government, they would have seen this truth of 
God's word attested and confirmed by the course 
of His providence. They looked even then to see 
the sun and moon and stars give the predicted 
signs of tjie coming judgment. They looked even 
then for the out-breakings of those fires by which 
the earth and its works are to be bumed up, and 
because these signs did not at once, and at the time 

B 2 
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they chose to fix, appear, they cried : Where is 
the promise of his coming ?" — ''All things continue 
as they were." But, I say, had they, in an honest 
heart, looked to the course of this world's affairs, 
its moral government, the laws by which God 
governs us, even in His providence, as reasonable 
and accountable beings — they would have seen, as 
Bishop Butler has so admirably shewn,"*^ that the 
notion of a moral government, — the notion that, 
as he says, it shall finally, and upon the whole, 
be well with the righteous, and ill with the wicked" 
is suggested even by the course of this world's 
affairs. 

Observe, my Brethren, I am not saying that 
there is a perfect system of moral government 
now established in our world — I do not say that 
every man, bad and good, receives according to his 
works here, but I say, that even in the common 
order of things in our world, God's hatred of sin 
and love of holiness. His determination to punish 
the one and shew favour to the other, may be dis- 
tinctly and decidedly traced. There is the outline 
of a scheme of moral government — an imperfect 
moral government. And what does this prove with 
regard to a future judgment, a final punishment of 
the wicked, and rewarding of the good ? I make 

* My obligation on this point to the immortal work referred 
to, is almost too obvious to be pointed out. See Butler s 
Analogy, part 1, chap. iii. 
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no apology for answering this question in the 
words of another, who has expressed very plainly 
and happily what I wish to convey to you. 

Strange," says he, as it may appear, this very 
imperfectwn seems to be the strongest possible 
proof that in the next world vengeance will be 
fulfilled to the utmost. For observe, if we found 
that every man in this life received just what he 
deserved, and every evil work always brought 
swift punishment along with it, what should we 
naturally conclude ? There is no future punish- 
ment in store ; I see nothing wanting ; every man 
has already received the due reward of his works ; 
everything is already complete, and therefore 
there is nothing to be done in the next world. 

" Or if," continues he, on the other hand, there 
were no punishment visited upon sin at all in this 
world, we might be inclined to say, * Tush ! God 
hath forgotten ! He never interferes amongst us ; 
we have no proof of His hatred of sin, or of His 
determination to punish it ; He is gone away far 
from us, and has left us to follow our own wills 
and imaginations.' So that if sentence were either 
perfectly executed upon the earth, or not executed at 
ully we might have some reason for saying, that 
there was a chance of none in a future world. But 
now it is imperfectly executed; just so much done, as 
to say, * You are watched ; my eye is upon you ; 
I neither slumber nor sleep, and my vengeance 
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slumbereth not !' And yet, at the same time, there 
is .so little done, that a man has to look into eter- 
nity for the accomplishment. 

" These occasional visitations of God's wrath — 
these sentences that sinners are often obliged to 
execute upon themselves — these judgments that 
sometimes fall and burst among us, come often 
enough to tell us, that there is punishment ; but so 
seldom as to prove that it is yet to come. They 
seem to be rather given as evidences, than as 
fulfilments^ of the wrath of God ; rather as a s^ti, 
than a part."* 

And now, I trust, I am imderstood by all. I 
mean simply this, — that if a man look to the course 
of providence in this world, although he will see 
much disorder, vice often uppermost and trium- 
phing and prospering, virtue depressed and suffer- 
ing — ^yet, on the whole, he will find distinct and 
decisive appearances of God's government — ^will 
have reason to say, Verily He is a God that 
judgeth in the earth." But as this judgment is in 
very many instances imperfect now, the analogy of 
nature will support as highly probable, what revela- 
tion declares as certain, that God hath appointed 
a day in which He will," fully and finally, judge 
the world." 

Now, my Brethren, this truth, so solemn and 
* See Remains of Rev. Charles Wolfe, Sermon xiii. 
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momentous to every child of Adam, declared re^ 
peatedly and in the plainest manner by Scripture, 
and thus confirmed by the course of God*s provi- 
dence, — this truth, I say, you all profess to be- 
lieve. You are not scoflfers,'' saying: Where is 
the promise of his coming but do not conclude 
too hastily that there is no rebuke for you in this 
part of our subject. 

When we speak of the end of the world, of the 
day of judgment, of Christ's coming, there is ge- 
nerally in our minds almost the utmost period of 
indefiniteness with regard to the time of that event. 
And let me not be misunderstood here. I do indeed 
marvel that, amid all the presumption of man, 
there should have been (yea, we have even heard 
of them in our own day,) those who have fixed the 
precise time of this awful event. I should have 
thought that the wildest enthusiasm, the most 
daring presumption, would, on this point at least, 
have been silent under such declarations as these : 
— The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night/'—" Behold, I come as a thief."—" Of that 
day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 
of heaven, but my Father only." I need not 
multiply quotations. I say, then, we are to leave 
this secret thing with the Lord our Grod, to whom 
it belongeth. But we are not to put that day so 
far into futurity as practically to have no definite 
idea of its coining at all. My Brethren, all things 
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are not continuing ''as they were — events are 
silently marching on — the harvest is ripening — ^we 
see not into the working of the complex machinery 
of our world — ^we read of the schemes of cabinets, 
and the projects of kings — this step is taken by 
one, and we think it favourable to religion — an- 
other step, taken by another, seems a deadly 
blow — ^but, the Lord is King — all things are 
working His will, and each day, though we see 
it not, is forwarding the consummation of all 
things. 

There are indeed many signs of that day's com- 
ing revealed to us in the word of God, which, when 
it is at the very doors, may enable the watchful 
Christian to perceive generally that it is drawing 
nigh. He will not say, indeed, it shall be to-day or 
to-morrow, this year or the next, this generation 
or the next— no, the humble, watchful Christian, 
will not do that ; but he will be able to trace " the 
beginning of the end;'' he will compare diligently 
the revelations and intimations of the word of God 
with the then course of providence and the then 
train of events ; he will *' discern the signs of the 
times." But not so the scoflfer — not so the world- 
ling—not so the careless sinner. No, though a 
second Noah preach righteousness, though a second 
Lot warn them *' to flee from the wrath to come,'* 
these shall mock on, and the evil servant shall 
be saying in his heart: '*My Lord delayeth his 
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coming." Yes — ^when the day of doom shall dawn^ 
it shall dawn upon " an evil and adulterous gene- 
ration," and the trump of God perchance shall 
startle the scoflfer's ear, while the sneering taunt. 
Where is the promise of his coming?" has scarce 
died upon his tongue. On the night that foreruns 
that day, the man of business shall lay down his 
head as full of the cares of life and of the schemes 
bf business as ever — the miser shall tell his gold 
with the same fevered and grasping hand — the gay 
halls of pleasure shall be as thronged and as 
bright — in that night, too, *'the eye of the adulterer" 
shall wait ^* for the twilight, saying, no eye shall 
see me" — and perhaps as that sun rises, the de- 
bauchee shall scarce have quitted the foul haunt of 
his latest revel — and the drunkard perchance shall 
be sobered from his last draught by the archangel's 
summons ! And they shall be '^marrying and giving 
in marriage" too — the maid shall be putting on 
her ornaments and the bride shall be decked in her 
attire — ^and the hoary sinner shall still be pro- 
mising himself an hour for repentance at a con- 
venient season" — and to-morrow*' shall be cheat*- 
ing young and old still, but to-morrows shall he gone — 
and at that moment, when the careless is careless — 
the filthy filthy — the vain vain — the scoflfer scoffing 
— the impenitent impenitent — the procrastinator 
procrastinating — and when the Christian shall be 
praying his last prayer — the angel" shall stand 
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upon the sea and upon the earth" and lift up his 
hand to heaven," and swear " by Him that liveth 
for ever and ever that there shall be time no 
longer" — and the myriads sepulchred in the sea, and 
the myriad millions in the grave's prison-house, 
shall come forth to join the then generation of men. 
Yes-r-** to Judgment 1"—'* to Judgment I"— shall 
be the cry, and Adam with his countless race shaU 
obey. And, think not, Brethren, when that * * throne" 
shall be ^' set," and those "books opened," think 
not that you and I shall have time to be curious 
iabout the sentence of such and such an one, still 
less that we shall hope to be passed by in the 
throng of a world, — no — each man shall feel that 
himself must stand at that bar — himself receive that 
sentence. 

And all this shall come " as a thief" — in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye" — it shall come 
when they are saying : Peace and safety !" 

Dear Brethren, I know it is more gratifying to 
speculate, and to be curious, and to ask questions, 
and to frame systems, on this matter. But 
God forbid that we should do so. I press the sub- 
ject home to you in its bearing upon yourselves, 
and to each one of you do I say, Lo ! He cometh ! 
He cometh quickly 1 Do you ask when ? I answer, 
that to each of us death is in eff^ecty and practically ^ 
with reference to our eternal state, Christ's com- 
ing : "In the place where the tree falleth, there it 
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shall be." There is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou 
goest.' 

I stop not to inquire exactly to what state death 
shall actually introduce you ; how far an interme>- 
diate state shall afford a foretaste of your eternal 
destiny ; but, I say, that however long the world 
shall outlive you, though countless generations 
tread over your dust, yet death fixes your destiny for 
ever. It presents not indeed the full cup of bliss 
or misery to the saved or lost, but the character of 
your destiny it fixes for ever. 

So then. Brethren, when you and I are called 
hence, it will be, in efect, to judgment. The grave 
is no state of probation — it is the gate of heaven or 
hell. How awful, then, the moment in which the 
spirit returns to God who gave it ! How awful the 
moment in which the curtain of eternity flies up ! 
My Brethren, when that hour comes to you and 
me, we may leave behind us some few to mourn 
us — ^some one or two will linger perhaps over our 
dead outstretched clay — and the house will be 
silent and clad in gloom, and the mourners will go 
about the streets, with mercenary woe— but where 
shall we be ? Oh ! could we, even 'ere the death- 
garment has enwrapped us— could we, as the fune- 
ral throng presses round our grave— could our spirit 
return to tell eternity's tale, it would tell, not of a 
preached gospel, not of mercy's tidings, not of a 
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further day of grace, but of a foretaste of judg- 
ment, of a begun heaven or a begun hell ! 
But I pass on now to our second point — 
The Object and Results of this second 

COMING OF OUR LoRD's AS BEARING UPON THE 
WHOLE HUMAN RACE. 

My Brethren, the Son of God has once been in our 
world, not only, as He ever is, by His Omnipresent 
Godhead, but visible to the eyes of men : Jesus has 
come, has been manifested, in the flesh. He came 
then in the form of a servant — He came to be 

despised and rgected*' — ^He came to suffer and to 
die, because He came to save : Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners." Then He judged 
no man — God," then^ sent not His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved." He came that men 

might have life, and have it more abundantly." 
Yea, His name was called Jesus," because He 
came to save. But He is gone, — ^but gone to come 
again. For what ? When the Son of man shall 
come in His glory^ and all the holy angels with 
Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His 
glory, and before Him shall be gathered all na- 
tions : and He shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats, and He shall set the sheep on His right- 
hand, but the goats on the left, and these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment ; but the righ- 
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teous into life eternaL" So then He comes to 
judgment — He comes to fix unalterably the doom of 
every child of Adam — ^your doom and mine — ^He 
comes to receive His own to Himself and to repay 
them that hate Him to their face : But those 
mine enemies, which would not that I should reign 
over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.'* 
But how shall He come ? Shall He come as the in- 
visible God, so that no eye shall see Him, but that 
we shall only gaze upon His glory and hear His 
voice? Shall the thunder and lightning, shall the 
clouds^ which shall be His chariot, shroud Him from 
our sight ? No — He shall come indeed as God, but 
He shall come too as " the Son of Man Here- 
after, " He says, * * shall ye see the Son of Man sitting 
on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven.'' For this reason hath He " authority to 
execute judgment also because He is the Son of 
Man''* God " hath appointed a day, in the which 
He will judge the world, by that man whom He 
hath ordained." I looked," says St. John, " and 
behold, a white cloud, and upon the cloud One sat 
like unto the Son of Man'^ When Stephen looked up 
steadfastly into heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God," he 
cried: Behold, I see the heavens opened, and Me 
Son of Man standing on the right hand of God." 

So then, the Son of Man'' shall be our Judge. 
And oh! Sinner, what a fearful addition to the ter- 
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rors of that day ! The Judge is the Saviour — ^He 
who atHis first coming judged no man, shall then 
come to judge a world ! And lest, in that dread 
hour, thou shouldest fprget the cross of Jesus, the 
blood of Jesus shed for thee — lest thou shouldest 
forget that Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners," He comes still as the Son of Man'' — glori- 
fied indeed, and with all the pomp of Deity — ^but 
still as " the Son ofMan.^' Then, lest thou shouldest 
for a moment forget on whom to charge the guilt 
of thy soul's ruin, the riven side and the pierced 
hands shall bear witness that it is all thine own. 

And what shall be the rule of acquittal or condem- 
nation on that day ? I saw,'' says St John, *^ the 
dead, small and great, stand before God ; and the 
books were opened ; and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life : and the dead were judged 
but of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works.'' Again, " They were 
judged every man according to their works." ** We 
must all," says St. Paul, appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that 
he hath done^ whether if be good or bad.^' Again, " I 
fiay unto you," declares the Judge himself, " that 
€very idle word that men speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou 
shalt be condemned." 
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But how is this?'' some one exclaims-r-" We are 
continually taught, that hy works no man can be 
justified or saved, we are continually taught utterly 
to put away our own works, as a ground of hope ; 
faith, we are told, is the all in all — the believer in 
Jesus Christ alone is to be saved in the day of 
judgment — ^how then are we to be judged according 
to our works ?" My Brethren, you are to be judged 
according to your works, and even words — ^butnot 
one work or word, not a whole life of works and 
words, shall save you. There is no inconsistency, 
.no paradox, here — by faith we must be saved — ^but 
by works ^ and words toOj we must be judged — 
because saving faith is a living, active principle — it 
is not mere assent, mere belief — it lives, and moves, 
and influences, and works. And how shall such a 
saving faith be known from a dead and barren 
faith, but by its fruits? — in other words, by 
works — by its influence on the heart, and tongue, 
and temper, yea, on the whole life. Thus is it that 
"by works," as St. James says, faith is made 
perfect" — not the nature of true, genuine faith im- 
proved, nor any deficiency in faith eked out by 
casting a few works into the scale — ^but by works 
its being genuine at all is proved and tested — by 
works is it carried out to its effects and results. Of 
a faith that does not thus work it is, that James 
says, ' ' Can faith save him?" — that is, of a false faith. 
The principle '*shew me thy faith by thy works,'' 
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win be the principle of judgment. Every true 
believer in Jesus Christ will be saved — ^how shall it 
be known who are believers? Not by the mere 
calling, **Lord! Lord!" but by the having done 
what Jesus commanded. And in this sense, there- 
fore, shall we be judged according to our works — ^not 
by our works as in any way apart from faith in, 
Christ, nor yet as in any way adding to faith in 
Christ, but as skewing whether there be faith in Christ 
at all. 

How forcibly, then, does my subject, in this part, 
speak to all ! It says first. To what are you trust- 
ing against that day ? what is your ground of hope ? 
You answer, the mercy of God through Christ ; I 
believe in Christ as my Saviour. But the mere 
belief of the fact will not save you, your faith must 
be living and practical to be saving^ Look then, as 
you think on that day — ^look, I say, to yourworks, 
to the influence religion is having upon your habits 
and tempers, upon the discharge of your duties 
from day to day : judge not by high-wrought feel- 
ings, but look to your practice — yes, to your works, 
not as hoping for peace and acceptance through 
them, but as they shew whether your professed 
faith be indeed scriptural, genuine, and saving. 

Such then is the Object of Christ's Second Coming. 
What shall be its Results ? that is, the results of 
that judgment which shall then take place ? 

Ye children of God ! ye upon whose foreheads the 
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seal of the living God shall be found— ye upon 
whose consciences the blood of Jesus shieJl be seen 
sprinkled — ye that shall be clad in the white robe of 
His righteousness — ^ye whom the Spirit of Jesus 
shall have made meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light" — ye that have followed the Lamb 
with the . cross upon your shoulder here— ye that 
have foretasted heaven by your close walk of 
prayer and faith — what shall be the result to yhu ? 
* ' Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which 
must be hereafter." What are these which are 
arrayed in white robes ? and whence canie they 

These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before 
the throne of God, and serve Him day and night 
in His temple ; and He that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more ; neither shall the 
sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters, 
and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." 

Christian! come up hither" — ''come thou 
Blessed!" — ^For whom this white robe ? — for whom 
this palm ? — for whom this crown ?— for whom this 
harp? — Christian! for thee. Yes, thy Lord's 
second coming too has been to thy salvation. And 
though thou art now trembling and doubting, 

c 
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scarce thinking that thou mayest pick up the 
crumbs of thy Lord's table, there is a seat at that 
table reserved for thee, at the marriage supper of 
the Lamb." The promises seem too rich, too glo- 
rious for thee now. Thou scarce darest to put 
forth thy hand to eat the precious fruit now — then 
in all their eternal richness and fulness they shall 
be thine, thine to enjoy for ever I Now thy re- 
maining sins and frailties too often put a cloud 
between thee and thy Lord — they are thy chief 
sorrow now — ^and Satan is not quite beaten down 
now-r— and the world is still a snare — now faith 
fails-r-prayers are cold, the voice of praise too often 
dumb — you seem not to be growing in grace — 
some temper is still unsubdued, some besetting 
sin not quite uprooted. But Christian, ''come 
up hither 1" — the head of Satan is bruised, yea, 
rather, he is cast down for ever. Sin hath no 
more dominion. Thou hast exchanged prayer for 
praise, and that harp is for ever strung^ for ever 
tuned 1 

Then too shall many a mystery be solved, many 
a diflBculty cleared, many a perplexity unravelled. 
Thou shalt look back upon the path thou hast trod 
in this world, and marvel and adore. Then shalt 
thou see how this denial of some fondly-cherished 
wish, this marring of some anxious and deep-laid 
scheme, this tearing away of some loved one, this 
poverty, this bed of sickness, was working for thy 
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good — and thine endless song shall be : ''Great and 
marvellous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty ; 
just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints !" 

Such, Christian, will be thy Lord's coming to 
thee! Such thine inheritance, such thy crown, 
such thine eternity! '' Hold that fast which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown." Yet a little 
while, and He that shall come wiU come, and will 
not tarry." Thy Redeemer slumbereth not nor 
sleepeth. We think a year — a generation— an age 
— a long time — ^but *' one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." 
Cheer thee then, Christian, on thy race — gird up 
thy loins afresh — ^run with patience. Let not a 
false world laugh thee or frown thee out of thy 
reward. Jesus holds out the crown — each day the 
heavenly battlements, the towers of Zion, are 
bursting more fully upon thy view—- each day the 
strains of heaven swell more fully upon thine ear. 
Onward ! onward ! — *' Behold, He cometh !" 

But to those who are unprepared for that com* 
ing, what shall I say ? How many may there be 
here, who, though they are not Bajring with the 
scoffer, ''Where is the promise of his coming?" 
are yet living, and acting, and planning, as though 
Christ piUT)osed no second coming. Shall I tell thiem 
that their summons hence is their summons to 
eternity ? — and shall I tell them that this summons 
hence may be even now at the door ? Shall I teU 

c2 
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them they must die? Why, they will turn from 
the truth as a stale and common-place warning — 
the truth has become threadbare, they say. ** This 
is the common subject," they say, "the old, gloomy 
topic of death." Yes — ^it is an old topic — ^but God 
makes it new each day — ^for each day sweeps its 
.hundreds into eternity. Yes — death is as old as 
Adam's sin. But the death of the godless and 
impenitent is still one of unmitigated horror and 
despair. And though you hear and read of death 
every day, though you can let the words, **he 
died" — " he is gone," fall carelessly from your 
tongue in the case of others^ you will find when the 
king of terrors stalks lip to thee with heaven's 
warrant in his hand, you will find, I say, unless 
Jesus nerve thy arm, a something in the last 
struggle that you had not looked for. Oh ! now 
then think of that struggle, *ere the enemy con- 
front theie ! Think not he tarries — see that he come 
not too soon ! Say not My Lord delayeth His 
coming," but be thou ready ! ' 

With some even the truth is ever ready upon the 
tongue, ''Life is uncertain — ^none of us can tell 
how soon he may be called hence." But lest the 
oft-repeated words should lose their force, lest they 
fall unheeded and uninfluential from the tongue, 
let us, when next we speak of life as uncertain, 
add that judgment is sure, let us remernber not 
only whence death calls,, but whither it summons 
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also. And oh ! there must be some here to whom 
that coming is even now at the door. I must be 
addressing some with whom *^ the silver cord'' is 
nigh to loosing^ " the golden bowl" all but **bro. 
ken/' some whose tale of threescore years and ten 
is well nigh told. Next Sabbath he who now 
addresses you and points you to the cross of the 
Son of God, may be called upon to commit you as 

ashes to ashes, dust to dust." Your parish bell 
may tell that you are gone to that place whither no 
gospel tidings ever come. Oh, dear aged Brother, 
say not thou, "My Lord delayeth His coming." 
ChiU and deep are the waves of Jordan — dark, dark, 
is the valley of death's shadow ! The deep waters' 
will come in even over thy soul ! — ^The darkness 
shall be horror and blackness for ever! Hark ! even 
while I call those waters are rolling with low, 
hoarse murmur upon the shore of eternity ! Do 
they not startle you ? Art thou moved ? Blessed 
be God ! harden not your heart ! And see the waves 
of Jordan are dividing — there is a voice of One who 
hath himself crossed them ! — He bids thee come to 
Him upon the waters — it is Jesus !— be not afraid ! 
See a track of light break through the valley's 
darkness ! — ^it is the track of the Son of God ! 

And Brethren, one and all, Jesus is still the 
Saviour, the summons is yet to His cross, not to 
His bar. The blood, not the wrath of the Lamb, 
may this day be yours. Knowing" the mercy and 
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the terror of the Lord, we persuade men," How 
will you stand before His judgment-seat ? — ^what will 
you plead ? It cannot be that you are not giving 
the great day a thought — it cannot be that the 
thought never strikes you, how shall I meet my 
God The law will then call for its due, full, 
constant, imerring, spiritual obedience — the books 
will be opened — ^not a single sin, in action, heart, or 
tongue, not a single shortcoming, transgression, 
or omission, not an ignorance or negligence will 
be found unrecorded. Are you prepared for this ? 
Will you not now call upon God to nail that fearful 
record to the cross of His Son ? Although in that 

day none shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
elect" — although none shall condenm them — ^the 
unpardoned sinner shall have many accusers — the 
law shall thunder forth its chargesr— conscience shall 
accuse — Satan shall accuse — then every privilege, 
every mercy, every warning, every Sabbath, every 
sermon, every chastisement, yea, the cross of 
Jesus shall accuse ! But nowy how beautiful are 
the feet, of them that preach the Gospel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things !" — Oh, dear, 
perishing fellow-sinner, reserve not for thyself the 
agony of beholding Him whom thou hast pierced 
by thy sins, Him whom thou hast crucified afresh, 
and upon whose blood thou art trampling, as thy 
wrathful Judge, How, but in Jesus, wilt thou 

escape the damnation of hell ?" 
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While then it is called " to-day/' hear the glad 
tidings : " Unto you is bom a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord/' He who will one day say, 
" Depart ye cursed 1" says now, Come unto me 1'* 
" See that ye despise not Him that speaketh 1" The 
breath of those now gentle lips shall one day slay 
the wicked/' Oh, Sinner, till God be dethroned, 
the wicked shall not enter heaven — they must be 
turned into hell — " Depart from mc,*' must be the 
sentence of a holy God ! 

And whither wilt thou turn when away from 
God ? Thou wilt not need the &e or the worm to 
prepare a hell for thee — thou wilt be away from 
GoA^BXiAthati^heU! 
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1 Timothy, i. 1 1 — The glorious Gospel of the 
blessed God.** 

The Gospel ! — " the glorious Gospel whence did 
it come ? — Its birth-place was the bosom of God. 
What its end and aim ? — ^To save a worid of souls. 
Whence does it rescue ? — ^From the fellowship and 
destinies of hell. Whither does it lead ? — ^Back to 
its birth-place — to heaven — to God. Who shall 
date its birth, its "beginning of days?" When 
did it not exist? Its good tidings indeed first 
broke upon the sinner's ears, in the very hour that 
sinner" was written in his heart and upon his 
brow — its beams of hope and promise cheered 
even the path that led from Eden — it rose as the 
bright, but solitary star, over a benighted and sin- 
stricken world. But shall we thence date its birth ? 
No — the Gospel **Lamb" wb,s foreordainedy** 
was * * slain before the foundation of the world.** Shall 
we then go back to the marvellous hour of angelic 
creation? — the hour when the first Seraph, in 
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adoring and wondering gratitude, cast his crown 
before the throne, and raised the first note of 
heaven's unceasing song ? No — not only *ere the 
morning stars sang together, and all the sons of 
God shouted for joy," at the birth of our world, 
but 'ere a solitary worshipper bowed before the 
throne of Deity, the Gospel was — ^planned, com- 
pleted, developed, in the purposes and sight of 
Him whose ken stretched over the vast faturity of 
time, 'ere time itself had been summoned into 
existence. The purpose" which God ** purposed 
in Christ Jesus our Lord,'^ was an " efcniaZ pur- 
pose." Yea, His chosen in Christ Jesus were 
chosen, " according to the good pleasure of His 
will," before the fimdation of the world.'' For 
what event, even in the annals of an unborn 
world, could surprise the Omniscient God ? What 
unforeseen contingency or emergency thwart or 
perplex Him ? No, Brethren — 'ere man or angel 
lived, the eternal Gospel stood fast amid the 
counsels of an all-wise and all-merciful God. I 
put aside the difficulty of the permission of evil, 
and the fall of man, I stop not to bewilder you 
with the difficulties attendant upon every attempt 
to reconcile the sovereignty and foreknowledge of 
God, with the freedom and accountableness of 
ma;n, but I say that nothing can be new to God ; no 
sudden check from man or devil could thwart the 
work of Omnipotence, or surprise and defeat the 
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counsels of Omniscience. The fall of man could 
not surprise God, could not arise as a sudden and 
unexpected emergency for which He should have 
suddenly and imexpectedly to provide, but must 
have been, unless God be altogether such an one 
as ourselves, known unto him from the beginning. 
We cannot make God the Author of evil — but He 
must have been the permitter of it. 

My Brethren, be humble, be teachable here — 
lay your hand upon your mouth, and draw near, 
not to debate and to discuss, but to wonder and 
adore. The Gospel is eternal : dive not into the 
depths of this truth — ^but oh ! believe it. You will 
not dare to say that one of His works that was to 
be executed and developed in time was unknown 
from all eternity to an eternal God — ^you will 
not entertain so degrading a notion of an Almighty 
Being, as to suppose that man or devil, or even the 
concentrated powers of a rebellious universe could 
have forced an event upon Him. No — the fall of 
angels was not forced upon God — the fall of man 
was not /orced upon God — it lay bare to Him in 
the annals of the heaven and the earth, 'ere heaven 
and earth sprang into existence. Oh ! take home 
to your hearts the truth of the eternity of the 
Gospel, not to dive into it nor to debate it, but 
take it home to your comfort, take it to your 
closets with you, and adore the God and Saviour 
who has loved you with an eternal love, who de* 
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termined to save you, not only *ere you fell but 
*ere you existed, who provided the remedy not 
only 'ere the disease, but 'ere the patient, was. 

"The glorious GospeP' is commensurate with 
the eternity of the past. But more — it is an " ever^ 
lasting Gospel," too — " everlasting" in its results 
— ^* everlasting" in its glory — the " inheritance" 
which it secures^ fadeth not away" — its salvation 
is " everlasting." And though upon the head of 
Jesus there be many crowns, never shall the crown 
He won on Calvary be laid aside ; though many a 
pealing anthem swell before the throne, never 
shall the song of Moses and of the Lamb die away. 

This Gospel, this eternal, this " everlasting," 
this " glorious Gospel," is our theme to-day. 
And oh ! may He from whose bosom of love and 
grace it sprang — ^may He whose precious blood 
secured it to us — ^may the Spirit therein covenanted 
to us, and shed abroad in our hearts, make it to 
us, now and ever, a glorious Gospel!" 

Our plan will be very simple. The single 
inquiry into the reason and propriety of the 

EPITHET HERE BESTOWED IJPON THE GoSPEL — 

the glorious Gospel," will, if God teach and 
bless us, give us much insight into that Gospel 
itself. Let this then be our point, to prove that 
THE Gospel is a " glorious" scheme— a " glo- 
rious Gospel." 

There is another rendering of the words of our 
text : the Gospel of the glory of the blessed God" 
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— that is, the Gospel in which the glory of God 
shines forth, and hy which it is secured. That this 
is indeed true of the Gospel — that it meets the 
wants of man, not only without compromising, 
but by securing and exalting the glory of an all- 
holy and all-just God is manifest^ even upon the 
inost superficial acquaintance with it, and will, I 
trust, appear in the course of our present medita- 
tions ; but this will only give us the strongest 
reason to coincide in the propriety of the epithet of 
our own translation: "The glorious Gospel,*' for 
such indeed must a Gospel be, which secures and 
exalts the glory of God. I shall keep therefore 
to the received rendering. 

. " The glorious Gospel!" What is it to be " glo- 
rious Need I define this to you ? — need I tell you 
what it is to be physically, what it is to be 
morally " glorious Who can need that I de- 
fine to him the term "glorious," as applied to 
natural things, that has seen the bright orb of 
heaven shedding abroad his noon-day splendor? 
Who that has gazed upon the mighty sea, as it 
careered along, so bold, so free, so wild, gilded but 
untamed by that bright orb's beams ? Or who so 
lost, I say, not to religion, but to all sense of moral 
beauty and grandeur, as to see no glory, no dignity, 
no greatness, in virtue? And the "Gospel" is 
"glorious!" Why? 

It is " glorious," I observe, 

I. In its Author, 
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In the dark hour when Adam fell, when he sought 
amid the trees of the garden a shelter from the 
purse now pointed against his soul^ when an 
affrighted conscience too late sounded in his ears : 
/'In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die" — think you that Ms mind devised a 
ransom, and that the sinner when arraigned 
before an all-righteous Judge, an all-holy God^ 
dared to advance a scheme of pardon and reconci- 
liation, and to talk of mercy ? Or had some such 
fond hope softened the tierrors of sin and guilt, 
think you that the Gospel would have been that 
hope ? Think you that even the most presump- 
tuous hope would have whispered, that perhaps 
the very Being whom he had offiended would 
Himself bear the penalty — that his Judge would 
perhaps be his Saviour — that grace should flow 
to him and his race through the blood-shedding of 
the only begotten Son of God, the Son in the bosom 
of the Father— God Himself? No, Brethren, 
the brain of man devised not the glorious 
Gospel" — the heart of man conceived it not ! 

But perhaps the hour of man's fall was the signal 
to angels — perhiaps there was pity and sorrow amid 
their hosts — perhaps one of that bright band 
stepped forth, man's champion, and pleaded for a 
mitigation of the penalty, for pardon, for mercy. 
Suppose, my Brethren, that one of the heavenly 
host (the host that had already seen hell peoplec^ 
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from among themselves, by the just wrath of the 
Ahnighty,) suppose, I say, that one of these, with 
mad hardihood, had essayed to intercede for man, 
to suggest a scheme of mercy for man, would it 
have entered into the heart of angel to conceive, 
ori had the conception been possible, would angel 
tongue have dared the suggestion, that the eternal 
Son, "the brightness" of the Father's ••glory," 
** the express image of His Person/' He before 
whom, as the second Person in the adored Trinity, 
they ceased not to worship— that He should shroud 
the brightness of Deity in the nature of his rebel 
creature, that the Son of God should become the 
Son of man, should take upon Him the form of a 
servant" — that '*the Lord of life" — ^not of their life 
only, but of the life of the universe — should die ? — 
that the Creator should suflEer for the creature's 
guilt ? My Brethren — the Gospel now^ the cross 
of Jesus nowy is a bottomless sea to angels and no 
creature plummet shall ever sound its depths — 
they but ''desire to foofc into" these things. Still 
less did this vast sea rise in an angel's mind. The 
Gospel is the Gospel of the blessed God !" — the 
Gospel of His grace I — and God is a "glorious" 
God — glory is upon all His works — how "glorious" 
then the Gospel of His love! — how "glorious" 
" the Gospel of His glory /" the masterpiece of the 
wisdom, power, and holiness, of an all-wise, an 
all-mighty, an all-holy God ! Oh ! my Brethren, 
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let us not unduly elevate (were it possible) the 
Gospel of God to the disparagement and at the 
expense of His other marvellous works — ^let us not 
gaze upon His glory ofdy here — ^He is glorious in 
Creation too — ^for what else but His " glory" do 
" the heavens declare ?" — ^He is glorious in the 
sea, glorious in the earthquake, glorious in the 
thunder, glorious in the whirlwind and the storm — 
but oh ! the noon-day splendor of His glory plays 
round the cross of Jesus ! 

Let us not disparage or underrate the mysteries 
contained in the innumerable worlds of which we 
know nothing — ^let us not disparage the ten thou- 
sand mysteries which shall employ the Redeemed 
throughout eternity, when they shall have the key 
of the treasures of God — ^but I scruple not to say 
that were the wide universe open to our gaze — 
were each bright world that floats aloft throughly 
r^sacked by the mind of man — ^there could 
nothing be found so wonderful as the cross of 
Jesus ! — the astounding, yet simple fact that He, 
the Son of God, " came into the world," the 
Creator for his rebel creatures, " to save sinners" 
— must outweigh all beside ! Were we to traverse 
and scrutinize the universe, we could go no higher 
than the throne of God — the Gospel bids us gaze 
upon the Son descending from that throne— /or 
what P—for whom ? — to save sinners !" Hear it, 
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oh Heavens!— Earth, Earth, Earth! hear it! — 
Jesus died for sinners 1 
"Glorious Gospel!" 

But I observe, II. the Gospel was " glorious" in 
ITS Mediator. 

Who was it that stepped forth to heal the 
breach that sin had caused? Who was it that 
could satisfy the claims of God as well as meet 
the needs of man? For, remember, my Bre- 
thren, (and it is too often forgotten when speak- 
ing of the Gospel scheme of mediation,) remem- 
ber, there were two parties in this matter, God 
and man — " a mediator is not a mediator of one." 
Not only was man to be saved, but (and this is the 
point we are so apt to lose sight of,) God's claims 
and demands were to be satisfied — God's honour — 
God's truth — God's justice — God's holiness. I 
am afraid too many, (although they would not 
like to say so in as many words, perhaps would 
shrink from looking such an opinion plainly and 
fully in the face themselves,) yet I say, I fear that 
many cannot quite see how it was fitting for Jesus 
to suflFer, if man was to be saved. They have a 
vague impression floating in their minds, that so 
costly a sacrifice might (they cannot indeed sug- 
gest how) have been spared, and pardon and salva- 
tion purchased at a lower price. Nay, some seem 
to go further, and to imagine that it would have 
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been a glorious'^ act had God published a free, 
unconditional pardon, proclaimed a general am- 
nesty for man's guilt, without exacting any penalty; 
they cannot, in short, quite see but that Jesus 
might have been spared — ^and, so far forth as they 
entertain these views and notions (though they 
perhaps do not, as I said, clothe them so definitely 
in words), they cannot but regard the death of 
Christ as a gratuitous and unnecessarily lavish ex- 
penditure of mercy. Now, my Brethren, this 
notion that such a free pardon, such a remission 
of the penalty of guilt, would have been a ^'glorious'' 
act on God's part, is derived from human ana- 
logy, but so far from being a " glorious'' act, it 
would have sullied the brightness of God's glory 
for ever, for He would have denied Himself, 
would have appeared before His creation as a 
Being uttering threatenings which He had no final 
and real intention of executing. Mercy might have 
been magnified, but to a woful disparagement of 
justice and holiness and truth. For not only was 
the penalty to be paid, atonement to be made, 
the demands of the law satisfied, but the Being 
by whom this was to be done, must be of higher 
than created dignity — ^no created nature, however 
exalted, however holy, however glorious, could 
render more obedience than was his own bounden 
duty and service as a creature^ none could have 
any supererogatory merit to pass to the account of 
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another, still lessi to the account of a world. Still 
less could any creature have sustained the outpour- 
ing of the vials of the wrath of Almighty God 
upon a ruined race, the vengeance deserved by a 
world. No — they must let atonement and redemp- 
tion alone for ever. 

But " Jesus'' is " the Mediator of the new Cove- 
nant" — He who is "so much better than the 
angels'' — the Creator and '^ heir of all things" — 
" the image of the invisible God" — He whose 
'* throne is for ever and ever" — *' The First and the 
Last" — the "Beloved Son" — the " very and eter- 
nal God!" How "glorious" a Gospel flowing 
through such a Mediation ! how great the price of 
its salvation ! 

"Glorious Gospel!" 

HI. The Gospel is " glorious'' in its objects and 
RESULTS. It is a Gospel of salvation — a " Gospel 
of peace." It finds God and man at variance — 
God offended— man lost. Its object is to satisfy 
and uphold the claims and requirements of the one 
and to meet the needs of the other. The require- 
ment of God is, the exacting of the penalty of the 
broken law — the needs of man are, the removal of 
his guilt, the rolling off of the curse which is on him, 
as the child of wrath, and the restoration of his 
fallen nature to the image of God. Bear in mind 
Ihen, my Brethren, the need of man is twofold-rr 
will you roll off the curse and not renew his heart ? 
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You leave him still a sinner — as such, the enemy 
of God. Will you, on the other hand, renew his 
nature, and not atone for the past, not free him 
from the entailed curse ? Then must God forget 
to be just, for otherwise no after obedience how- 
ever faultless and undeviating, can cancel the past. 

Such are God's claims — such man's needs: 
" Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant" pro- 
vides for both. Who shall question the efficacy of 
His work? Shall God forbear to pardon him 
upon whose soul is the Wood of Jesus ? Shall God 
see defilement in him who is clad in the righteous- 
ness of Jesus ? whose heart is the abode of the 
Spirit of Jesus ? Shall aught harm him who is 
sealed with the mark of Jesus ? — No— Hell may 
yawn and^ Satan rage, the vials of Almighty 
wrath be outpoured, but they that be in the Gos^ 
pel-ark shall outride every storm. 

How " glorious" then the Object of the Gospel — 
to reconcile God and man — to offer salvation, not 
to the Jew only, but to all the world — to utter a 
cry free as the air we breathe : " Ho, every one 
that thirsteth!" 

But how ''glorious" its Results ! And these, in 
all their eternal fulness, who shall tell ? But how 

glorious" now I — how " glorious" Christ Jesus in 
the heart, *' the hope of glory !" — ^how " glorious" 
to see the Ethiopian change his skin, and the 
leopard his spots !" — to see the " blasphemer," the 

d2 
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^'persecutor, and injurious, "preach** the faith which 
once he destroyed f — ^how glorious to hear the 
savage gaoler cry : '*What must I do to be saved?'' — 
how glorious the cry of three thousand pricked 
hearts: " Men and brethren, what shall we do ?" — 
how glorious the martyr train, the stoned, the 
racked, the slain, the destitute, the afflicted, the 
tormented ! — ^how glorious the Christian's chal- 
lenge of defiance : ** O Grave, where is thy victory ? 
O Death, where is thy sting ?"! 

But time shall one day be no longer — and 
shall the Gospel glory be entombed in the grave of 
time ? Rather shall its glorious Results then truly 
begin. But who shall tell them now ? What mind 
shall grasp them now ? Experience here is the only 
knowledge. Yet a faint sound has reached our 
ears— a dim, faint glimpse is open to our eyes. 
How glorious" the ** voice from heaven, as the 
voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great 
thvmder!" — ^how "glorious" the voice of *' ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands — ^how " glorious" the Alleluias of a 
universe ! — ^how ** glorious" Jerusalem, ** the new 
Jerusalem," " the holy city," the sunless, moon- 
less city ! — ^how " glorious" the glory of God and 
of the Lamb 

** Glorious Gospel !" 

Once more. The Gospel is " glorious" as con- 
trasted WITH the law. 
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"If," says the Apostle, "the ministration of 
death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, 
so that the children of Israel could not steadfastly 
behold the face of Moses for the glory of his coun- 
tenance ; which glory was to be done away : how 
shall not the ministration of the Spirit be rather 
glorious? For if the ministration of condem- 
nation be glory, much more doth the ministration 
of righteousness exceed in glory. For even that 
which was made glorious, had no glory in this 
respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth. For 
if that which was done away was glorious, much 
more that which remaineth is glorious." The Ce- 
remonial Law, my Brethren, was imperfect, sha- 
dowy, and typical, its "thousands of rams," and 
"ten thousands of rivers of oil," could neither 
purge the conscience, nor cleanse the heart, and yet 
it too was from the glorious God. The Ceremo- 
nial Law was only a preparatory, an introductory 
scheme, a scheme never intended to last for ever — 
it ' ' was to be done away," And yet it was glorious — 
yea, " the children of Israel could not steadfastly 
behold the face of Moses, for the glory of his coun- 
tenance." Yea, not only the Ceremonial^ but the 
Moral, the whole Law, Ceremonial and Moral, was 
glorious, for upon the Moral L^w, in all its holi- 
ness, justice, and goodness, is impressed the glory- 
of the glorious God who gave it, but as a covenant 
with a sinful race, the Law must needs be " weak 
through the flesh,'' and unable to give life and sal- 
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vation, must be a ministration of condemnation/' 
and *^ death/' How then could it be glorious to 
man ? But a covenant of grace — ^a covenant meet- 
ing the lost sinner as a lost sinner — ^finding him 
naked and wounded, and pouring in oil and wine 
a covenant "without money and without price," 
how glorious !" 

The Moral Law, remember, was an inflexible, 
perfect, rule and standard — not a rule capable of 
being shifted and adapted to the shortcomings and 
deflexions of a transgressor. Its voice was, " Do 
this and live,** — " Sin and die." It required while 
it did not bestow righteousness. When the sinner 
came to it and put in the plea of frailty and corrup- 
tion, and apostasy, no modification of demand, no 
mitigation of penalty, could by law be obtained. 
But if man, as a sinner, be to be saved, it must 
be by the bestowal of righteousness, he must, since 
he can have no righteousness of his own, have a 
righteousness given him, a righteousness imputed 
to him. As he cannot atone for his own sins he 
must have another on whom to lay them, another 
accepted of God, against whom those sins have 
been committed, as capable of bearing the burden. 

See then, Brethren, the glory of the Gospel as 
a scheme of salvation for man, when contrasted with 
the Law. See the Law demanding (and that justly) 

* See Sermons on Justification, by Dr. O'Brien, of Trinity 
College, Dublin. Sermon iv., page 97. 
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what man cannot render — ^hear it, as the penalty of 
non-fulfilment and disobedience, proceed to call for 
vengeance, the death of the transgressor. See the 
Gospel not only not refdsing to recognise man's 
need, and frailty, as a lost sinner, but taking man up 
at this very pointy the pinching point of his need, 
that he is a lost sinner. See it not throwing any 
disparagement upon the Law, as an unnecessarily 
strict and unbending code, not repealing one of its 
obligations, nor impairing one of its sanctions, but 
going just as much upon the truth of this, that the 
Law must be fulfilled, and its penalty paid, as it 
does upon this, that man is unable to fulfil and pay. 
For the Gospel in the strictest sense, establishes the 
Law. It comes indeed to man and says . You 
cannot pay the Law's penalty and live, you cannot 
fulfil the Law's righteousness'' — but what does it 
go on to say ? Does it say : Well then as you 
cannot pay the penalty, nor yield the obedience 
required, I am come to bring about a compromise, 
I am come to tell you God will modify his claim, 
will accept a mitigated penalty, a modified obe- 
dience." Is this the language of the Gospel? No 
such thing. It goes upon the very supposition 
that the penalty must be paid, the demand satis- 
fied, the Law estabUshed. But, as it finds man 
unable to do this, it proclaims one accepted, yea 
appointed of God, and therefore to be accepted and 
trusted by man, who has done all this for him. 
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The very object then of the Gospel is to vindicate 
God's Law, and yet save the transgressor of that 
Law, to exhibit a God all-just as a God all-merci- 
ful. It is marvellous that men should think that 
we make void the Law by the Gospel, when if it 
were not for the payment of the Law's penalty in 
all its fulness, yea to the very last mite, were it 
not for the fulfilment of the Law's demands, in 
all their spirituality and extent, yea, to the very 
last iota (but all this in conjunction with pardon 
to the sinner), the Grospel would never have been 
given, would be unmeaning and vain. 

Brethren, if you are to be saved, you must be 
rid of something, and you must get something. 
You must be rid of guilt, but more, you must get 
righteousness. For you must remember that 
though human law acquits the man who does not 
break it, divine law requires more — we must not 
only not 6rcaft,but we must fulfil,^ we must appear 
before God, not only as not having violated and 
transgressed, but as having obeyed. And this is pre- 
cisely what the Gospel of Christ provides for, 
precisely the position in which faith in Christ, 
justifying, saving faith, places the sinner. He 
appears not only stripped of his own filthy gar- 
ments," but clothed with " change of raiment," 
" fine linen," clean and white," the righteousness 
of Christ, he stands before God, not only as a 

* O'Brien's Sermons. Sermon iii., pages 65, 68, 69. 
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non-transgressoTy but aa a falfller. And this is 
Justification — thus is the sinner justified ; the mo- 
ment that by that faith which is the gift of 
God/' he puts forth his hand upon Jesus as 

the Lamb of God'' — at that moment his justi- 
fication (mind, I say not his sanctificatiofi^ is full 
and complete. 

But the Gospel is more ''glorious^' yet! for as 
its only source was the grace of God, as God 
only *'gave His only begotten Son" up to the 
death, because He so loved the world," so from 
first to last is the Gospel one of grace, and 
grace alone. We are to bring nothing in our 
hand, we are to contribute nothing to the deserv- 
ing of this salvation, yea, the very faith by which 
we lay hold of it, is the gift" of a Sovereign God, 
The terms it proposes are so simple, that man in 
distrust of this simplicity, mystifies and encumbers 
and refines. He cannot think that the matter can 
be so simple, and yet Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ," is an Apostle's answer to the question : 

What must I do to be saved ?" 

But the Gospel is more glorious" yet 1 The 
Law, we saw, had no pardon to bestow, no righte- 
ousness to give, still less could it restore the fallen 
nature^ renew the alienated heart, or rectify the 
perverted and biassed will. It could not purify 
the springs of action. No law does this. But the 
Spirit of Christ to sanctify, no less than the righ- 
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teousne^s of Christ, and the blood-shedding of 
Christ to juistify, is the gift of the Gospel. The 
terms of the Covenant are not only I will be mer- 
ciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no more," but, " I 
will put my laws into their mind, and write them 
in their hearts." 

Such, dear Brethren, is the Gospel — so *^glo. 
rious" to God — so " glorious" to man. Such is 
the " Zion," such the city," such " the heavenly 
Jerusalem," such *'the Mediator," such the blood 
of sprinkling," to which we " are come." Truly, 
"the lines are fallen" to us "in pleasant places," 
we " have a goodly heritage !" I have shewn you 
that the Gospel has God for its Author — God for 
its Mediator — Salvation for its object. I have 
shewn you that the glory of Calvary outshines the 
glory of Sinai. I have shewn you that it began, 
not on Calvary, nor in Bethlehem, nor in Eden, 
but in eternity — that it was not introduced as a last 
resort when the Law had been found weak and in- 
effectual, but rather that before the Law " the 
Scripture preached the Gospel unto Abraham," 
and that the vast machinery of the Mosaic economy 
was but the shadow of " these last days" — that for 
this prophet after prophet prepared the way. 

And now, one and all, to this Saviour, to this 
Gospel, you are invited. Have you already found 
it one of peace, of salvation, a " glorious Gospel?" 



Digitized by Google 



"THE GLORIOUS OOSPBL.'' 



43 



If SO, dig on, dig on, into the mine of its inexhans- 
tible riches — each hour shall shew you some fresh 
loveliness in its Saviour. Adorn it by your lives live 
upon it in your souls. Drink its " still waters" — 
"lie down'' in its "green pasftures" — ^your Beloved 
is yours, and you are His. What " shall separate" 
you from His love ? Shall " life" or " death," or 
" things present," or " things to c6me," shall 
" height," or " depth," or " any other creature?" 
He is Ood — ^Almighty to save, — ^He is man — all 
ready to sympathize. Whoso toucheth you, 
toucheth the apple of his eye. Your sins are upon 
His cross — ^your sorrows in His heart — your 
prayer entereth into His ears — your hopes are at 
His right hand — ^your inheritance with His saints 
and with Himself for evermore ! 

And oh ! would we had no other theme I 
Ho ! ye that are far off from Jesus, " wherefore 
will ye spend money for that which is not bread, 
and your labour for that which satisfieth not?" 
Are the pastures of the world green? Are its 
waters " still waters ?" No, its pastures are 
flowery, yet barren, they starve the soul — its 
waters are turbid and earthy, they slake not the 
thirst of an immortal spirit. You have drunk of 
them, poor wanderer, for years — and are you not 
thirsty still? — " But whoso drinketh of this water 
shall never thirst." Though then thou hast left 
this fold for many a year, oh ! return, return ! 
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The Good Shepherd is come after thee into the 
wilderness. He would fain lay thee on His shoul- 
ders rejoicing. Come to Jesus t for the half of 
the glories of His Gospel has not been told you f 
No, never in this world shall the half be told. But 
when from " every kindred and tongue, and people, 
and nation," the Redeemed of the Lamb shall flock 
to glory — ^when the devil, and the beast, and the 
false prophet, yea when " death and hell'* shall be 
**cast into the lake of fire'* — when Come, ye 
blessed !" shall be the glad welcome to Jew and 
Greek, Barbarian, Scythian, bond and free — ^when 
every sheep it has reclaimed — every wound it has 
healed — every joy it has shed abroad — every afflic- 
tion it has disarmed — every sin it has cleansed — 
every heart it has renewed — every soul it has 
saved shall be revealed — when heaven and eternity 
shall not be words to us, but things — ^when God 
shall be all in all" — then, amid the Alleluias of 
a universe, shall burst forth the full display of 

BLESSED GOD.' 
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GOD'S SOVEREIGN GRACE AND MAN'S RESPONSIBILITY. 



Philtppians, ii. 12, 13 — Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling ; for it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do of His 
good pleasure.'^ 

Suppose, Brethren, that the Apostle had said: 
"Work out your own salvation," and added 
nothing more — ^what should we have thought of 
his words ? Would they not have seemed a cruel 
mockery, a biting irony, when addressed to such a 
being as man ? When in the other parts of God's 
word we had read of the character, attributes, and 
law of that Being with whom man has to do, 
when we had considered in some measure what 
is involved in man's salvation, and had contrasted 
with this man's nature, condition, and resources, 
what, I say, should we have thought of the in- 
junction : " Work out your own salvation ?" Go, 
satisfy the all-righteous law of thy all-righteous 
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Judge, go, roll off the curse of Almighty venge- 
ance, go, cleanse thy heart and wash thy hands to 
stand before thy all-holy God." I say, this would 
have been mockery, bitter, cruel, wanton, mockery 
to man. 

And yet men have found their difficulty where 
they should have found their comfort — " Work 
OM*," says the Apostle, your own salvation with 
fear and trembling ; for it is Ood which worketh in 
you both to will and to do of His good pleasure." 
I say, men should have found their comfort in the 
union of the injunction: *'Work out your own 
salvation," and the reason : For it is God which 
worketh in you." But man loves perplexities, he 
loves to frame objections, and to start difficulties, 
and thus how often does the pride of the head rob 
the heart of its comfort ! Why am I to work, if 
an Almighty Being is working within and for 
me ?" cries one—" See," says another, " salvation 
is not altogether such a matter of mere grace, each 
man has a share in working it out for himself." 
And. thus, my Brethren, by disjoining the injunc- 
tion and the statement of my text, by putting 
asunder what God has joined together, opposing 
systems are fitimed, the din of polemic strife, of 
religious controversy, begins, and man is puzzled 
and bewildered because he will speculate rather than 
practise, because the mind is more thirsty for 
knowledge than the soul for holiness, because it 
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is more pleasing to furnish the head than to reform 
and arouse the heart. 

There are indeed few points in reUgion more 
difficult than this, to determine and apportion pre- 
cisely the respective shares of God and man in the 
work of man's salvation — not indeed in the /nir- 
chasmg of that salvation, and in the removal of 
man's condemnation, for in that, man has no share 
whatever: "Christ is all in all" — but in the 
turning, I mean, of the soul to this Saviour thus 
provided by the mercy of God, and in the mainte- 
nance of spiritual life in the soul — that work, in 
short, which issues in the soul's salvation. It is 
difficult to vindicate the sovereignty of God's 
grace, without infringing upon man's responsibility. 
If we tell a sinner that all is of God, that he can-^ 
not repent, cannot believe, cannot turn to God 
without God's grace, not only working with him, 
and accompanjring, but also going before him, 
originating the work, drawing him, and breathmg 
the very first breath of spiritual hfe into his 
soul, if we tell him that not only the Saviour and 
the salvation he needs, as a sinner, are of God's 
providing, but that the very cry : " God be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner I" " What must I do to be 
saved?" — is the working of God's Spirit in the 
heart, then does he fancy that there can be 
nothing for him to do, he can, in no sense, have 
to " work out" his " own salvation," his salva-* 
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vation or his ruin, are, and must be, alike at God's 
door. If we tell him, on the other hand, that he 
has a work to do, then he must inscribe merit" 
on his workings and exertions. And yet, great 
as is the diflSculty, it is one of a speculative, 
rather than of a practical character, for the humble 
Christian, while he may be xmable with accuracy 
and precision to explain the exact bearing of the 
one clause of our text upon the other, or, in other 
words, to apportion, as I have already expressed it, 
God's share and his own respectively in the work 
of his salvation, finds practically and in his own ex- 
perience no difficulty. He would, on the one hand, 
be the last to ascribe to himself either his first 
turning to God, or any subsequent step in the 
divine life ; he sees grace" inscribed on all, he 
acknowledges that it is God alone, who, of His 
sovereign pleasure, worketh in him both to will 
and to do," and yet, on the other hand, the hum- 
ble, practical Christian never forgets that he himself 
too has a work to do^ that no promise of God's aid 
and grace is to set aside, or even to slacken, his 
own unwearied exertions and strivings. His daily 
experience is, that without the grace of God he 
" can do nothing," his constant acknowledgement, 
that he did not choose God, but God him ; that 
the lost sheep did not seek the shepherd, but the 
shepherd the lost sheep. And yet, though thus 
conscious of Almighty grace working within him. 
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though his first taming to God was a miracle of 
Omnipotence, though every step he takes in the 
heavenward road is taken by the power of that 
same divine and Ahnighty Spirit, yet, I say, the 
Christian is not conscious of any such exercise of 
Divine grace as has rendered him, or treated him 
as, a mere machine, or carried him along as a mere 
brute creature, forcibly, irresistibly, and against 
his will. In a word, inconsistent and paradoxical 
as it may appear to the world, the Christian's con- 
stant feelings his constant professwriy his constant 
language y are, by the grace of God," not only co- 
operating and accompanying, but drawing and 
going before, I am what I am" — ^his constant 
practice is, himself to be up and doing, himself to 
be running the race, himself to be fighting the 
good fight," himself to be working out his " own 
salvation with fear and trembling." 

It shall be my endeavour at this time, my dear 
Brethren, not indeed to solve this difficulty — ^for I 
believe it shall never be solved till the light of 
eternity be thrown upon it — but to put the subject 
before you in a practical Ught, in such a light as 
may at once arouse and cheer our minds, may 
shew us that we have a duty to discharge and also 
that we have an unfaiUng and almighty support 
in it. 

Work out," says the Apostle, " your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God 

E 
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which worketh in you both to will and to do of 
His good pleasure." 

I propose then to shew, I., from these words, 
that BOTH God and man are parties to the 
WORKING out of man's SALVATION — in Other 
words, that the truth of God's sovereignty is not 
to be so stated or believed as that it shall be in- 
consistent with man's responsibility, nor, on the 
other hand, are man's free agency and responsibi- 
lity to be so held as to obscure the sovereignty 
and freedom of God's grace. This our first head 
will occupy the larger portion of our time, and 
will necessarily throw light on the expressions of 
the text *'work out your own salvation" — 'Mt 
is God which worketh in you both to will and to do 
of His good pleasure." 

I propose II., to point out, in few words, the 

SPIRIT AND TEMPER IN WHICH, ON OUR PART, 



FEAR AND TREMBLING." 



First then, both God and man are parties to 

THE WORKING OUT OF MAN's SALVATION. 

Let me, to avoid misconception, again remind 
you that by the working out of man's salvation 
here, I am not speaking of the great work of pro- 
viding an atonement for man's guilt, and of 
putting man in a state of salvation, that is, in such 
a state as that a holy, just, and sin-avenging God 
can consistently shew him mercy. I am taking it 
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for granted that Jesus has died, and that a way of 
pardon and access to the Father has thus been 
opened. I speak of the application of this finished 
and prolBfered salvation to the individual sinner's 
soul. For in the sense of making atonement to 
God for sin, of fulfilling the righteousness of His 
law, of opening the closed gates of heaven, no 
child of Adam can " work out" his " own salva- 
tion." Blessed be our God, it is not, in this sense, 
left for us to do ! 

Well then, here is the atonement made, the 
Lamb slain, the Saviour prolBfered. But how shall 
the heart turn to this Saviour ? — ^how feel its need 
of any atonement ? — ^how shall man see himself to 
be a sinner? — ^how shall he repent? — ^how be- 
lieve ? — how be changed ? — how converted ? — ^yea, 
how brought aJl to think of his soul, of judgment, 
and of eternity? Here is indeed an unfailing 
medicine, but the patient feels not his disease — 
here is a cleansing fountain, but the polluted is 
ignorant of his stains, or thinks the stream too 
humble and insignificant: ''Are not Abana and 
Pharpar better than all the waters of Israel ?" is 
his indignant cry. 

Whence then, in a word, is to be the first breath 
of the divine life ? How is the sinner to embrace 
the Gospel offers and thus return to his God? 
Let God's word, my Brethren, answer these ques- 
tions. What is necessary 'ere the sinner turn 

e2 
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to his God? what, if I may so say, are the 
stages of the great work ? Clearly first he must 
feel himself to he a sinner, and as a sinner, lost — 
else how shall he seek a Saviour ? And whence 
comes the conviction of sin : " When He," that is, 
God the Holy Ghost — is come. He will reprove 
the world of sin'' — so then Xh^ first step is of God. 
But the sinner must mourn for his sin, he must 
repent. Whence comes repentance? Jesus hath 
God exalted to give repentance to Israel" — so then 
repentance is of God. But the sinner must lay 
hold for himself of the Saviour provided, he must 
believe in that Saviour's fitness, fulness, and all- 
sufficiency, in a word, he must have faith. And 
whence comes faith ? — not of ourselves, it is the 
gift of God" — ''no man can come unto" Christ 
" except the Father draw him'' — so then faith too is 
of God. But this faith must live and work. 
Whence come these holy fruits: " without me," says 
the Saviour, "yc can do nothing" — so then good 
works are of God. You see then. Brethren, that if 
a man cry : What must I do to be saved ?" that 
cry is the voice of the Spirit of God within him — 
if he cry: ''God be merciful to me a sinner!" 
that cry comes only from a heart pricked and 
bruised by the Spirit of God — if he lay his hand 
upon the bleeding Lamb and cry, ^' Lord, I 
believe," that faith is the gift of the same Spirit — 
if he work the words of God, if he overcome his 
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heart, the devil, and the world — all is still by the 
same Spirit — all is of God. 

Thus far, Brethren, all is of grace — sovereign 
grace — and grace, my Brethren, mark you, not 
occupying merely a subordinate and auxiliary place, 
but actually drawing and quickening — actually ori- 
ginating the work — for it is not only co-operating 
grace, not only grace working with us, but pre- 
venting grace, grace going before us, that the Spirit 
bestows — it is not only that when the sinner is 
aroused, the Spirit helpeth his infirmities, but this 
very arousing — his turning to God at all is the Spirit's 
work. Remember, Brethren, the Tenth Article of 
pur Church : The condition of man after the fall of 
Adam is such, that he cannot turn and prepare 
himself by his own natural strength and good works 
to faith, and calling upon God : wherefore we have 
no power to do good works pleasant and acceptable 
unto God, without the grace of God by Christ pre- 
venting us, that we may have a good will, and 
working with us when we have that good will." 

This is humiliating doctrine. Brethren ; to some 
here perhaps it is startling, but I have shewn you 
that it is th^ doctrine of Scripture, the doctrine of 
our Church. But the proud heart of man recoils 
from such statements and views of truth ; it can- 
not indeed refuse to acknowledge the need of God's 
aid, it can pay God the compliment of calling for 
his Holy Spirit's grace in general terms, but it hates 
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the Scriptural, the full, the broad doctrine of salva- 
tion by grace, it cannot endure even salvation on 
such terms — ^it must have a comer for self — man 
must in some way, first or last, directly or indi- 
rectly, be glorified — there must be some one point 
at least for man to rest on, something of which he 
can say: '*This is my work.'' But, Brethren, it 
is God that worketh in man both to will and to 
do*' — God as a Sovereign dispensing his gifts as 
He will. It is God that opens the eyes, God that 
calls from darkness to light, God that draws, God 
that changes, God that sanctifies. 

Christian Brethren ! to you I appeal. Is it not 
thus ? Whence came your will, whence your works ? 
Why are you not now in the graves of sin ? Why 
has the world lost its charms ? Why has the pro- 
digal returned to his Father? ''Either,*' says 
Newton, *' the sinner first seeks the Lord, or the 
Lord the sinner." Remember, Brethren, the work 
must have had a beginning. Say then, Christian 
didst thou seek thy Lord, or thy Lord thee ? For 
many a long year the citadel of thy heart had been 
proof alike to terror and to mercy*— why has it now 
yielded ? For many a long year thou couldest see 
no loveliness in the Saviour, no form nor comeli- 
ness in Jesus — why are thine eyes now opened to 
behold in Him "the chiefest among ten thousand," 
One ''altogether lovely"? For many a year God 
seemed to thee a hard taskmaster, a stem Judge — 
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He is now a heavenly Father. Long, long, was 
prayer a burden and weariness — ^it is now thy very 
life and joy. Long was the Bible a sealed book — 
it is now sweeter than honey and the honey- 
comb." Long was the Sabbath a day of worldliness 
or of weariness — it is now " a delight, the holy of 
the Lord, honourable." Long was the sanctuary 
a dull and tiresome place, where a debt was paid 
each Sabbath to decency rather than to God. 
Whence, Christian, oh ! whence, this change ? 
Here is death for life, light for darkness, in a word, 
here is " a new creature'^ — ^whose is the work ? Oh ! 
Christian, I need not answer. Thou hadst still 
been blind, and cold, and dead — ^Jesus had still 
been unlovely — ^prayer still a weariness — the Bible 
still a dead letter — the Sabbath still man's day — 
had not the voice that startled Saul of Tarsus on 
his mad career^ cried unto thee too with all the 
quickening energy of Deity : Awake ! thou that 
sleepest" — had not the Spirit moved upon the 
moral chaos, and with sovereign and almighty 
grace commanded : " Let there be light !" 

"Where then," exclaims some one, "is man's 
share ? If I can only repent and believe, and turn 
to God by His Spirit — if I am to be aroused and 
drawn to Jesus by Him alone, my responsibility is 
gone. Repentance is God's gift, you say — well 
then, I cannot help my not repenting. Faith is 
God's gift, you say, — well then, the fault of my un- 
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belief, if fault indeed you can call it, does not lie at 
my door. In a word, you have reduced me to a 
mere passive machine — have nothing to do in the 
matter — I must sit still and wait God's time — if He 
has decreed to save me, He will execute His own 
decree — if not, I cannot help it, nothing I can do 
will alter the purposes of God." Such, my Bre- 
thren, is the rejoinder of man's natural heart to 
such a statement of doctrine as I have made. And 
if I be pressed for a defence of that doctrine and 
for a solution of the difficulty, I must first ask, in 
what spirit is the difficulty started ? If in a prac- 
tical, humble, teachable spirit, I have an answer — 
if in a speculative, cavilling spirit, I must confess, 
Brethren, I have none. For, Brethren, I believe 
there to be a speculative difficulty which shall never 
be solved on this side eternity. I believe that there 
is in the statements and language of the Bible on 
this point to ulsqh apparent inconsistency — I need not 
say. Brethren, only an apparent one. I believe that 
the point at which God's sovereign grace and man's 
free agency meet and harmonize shall never be seen 
on this side eternity.' They do seem to clash spe- 
culatively even when we have got them in the clear- 
est view. But speculation is not our business — 
systematizing is not our business— Arminianism is 
not our business — Calvinism is not our business — 
we have to do with the plain statements of the 
Word of God, and we are not to reject a truth 
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which is there plainly stated because we cannot see 
its exact and consistent bearing upon other parts of 
the same Word. We cannot help apparent incon- 
sistency — rather, while we are what we are, we 
must expect it. Well then, I find it written, as 
with a sunbeam, on the pages of God's Word that 
man is utterly lost, corrupt, and estranged from 
goodness, and that God alone can work in him 
either the will or the power to do what is good, and 
that God in His gifts and workings is sovereign. 
Now this class of texts, if viewed alone, would 
palsy man's exertions, and remove man's respon- 
sibilities. But I find in that same Word another 
class, no less numerous and clear, calling upon me 
to "make" me "a clean heart," to "workout" 
my " own salvation," charging home at man's 
door the guilt and responsibility of his soul's ruin. 
I find myself throughout that Word, and not in any 
one dass of passages, addressed as a free agent, as 
one at liberty to choose evil and reject good, to 
spurn or slight, or, on the other hand, to embrace 
a proflfered Saviour. I am told, on the one hand, 
that I cannot " come" to Christ " except the Father 
which hath sent" Him to me as a Saviour draw" 
me, and then just as I am going to sit down in su- 
pineness, waiting to be drawn by God without any 
strivings or exertion on my own part, T am startled 
by the reproof of that same Saviour cJuirging upon 
me my supineness and perverseness : " Ye unll not 
come to me, that ye might have life." In a word. 
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if, on the one hand, I be not called upon to " work 
out** my own salvation" in any such sense as to 
obscure God's sovereignty and to derogate from 
God's grace — ^neither, on the other hand, am I so to 
hold the truth of the sovereignty and eflSciency of 
His grace, as to forget that I too have a work to do. 

Brethren, I repeat it, I stand not here as the 
advocate of Calvinism or Arminianism — I stand 
not here to reconcile these things — I stand here to 
state them, for I find them in God's word — I stand 
here to vindicate the glory of the grace of God, 
and to press upon my own conscience, and upon 
yours, our duties and responsibilities. I bid you 
lay hold on these two grand principles, Ood is a 
sovereign — I am a responsible agent. Oh ! then. Bre- 
thren, amuse not, bewilder not your souls, lull 
them not into a false security, nor into sloth, lest 
you read your own responsibility amid the fires of 
judgment "Let us arrogate no good to our- 
selves, and impute no evil to God, and so let the 
whole matter rest."* 

Go not away then to start difficulties, to state 
objections, to detect inconsistencies — ^you will find 
that easy — ^but go search the Scriptures," and 
see whether these things be so — ^and if they be, let 
these truths arouse and comfort^ and humble you. 

Yes, Brethren, let them urouse you. You have a 
work to do — a salvation to work out" — a soul to 

* Burnet on the Articles — Article xvii. 
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save or lose — a heaven to win — a hell to flee : * * Work 
out your own salvation!'^ — ye have to "make 
your calling and election sure." God will not force 
you to be saved. He has provided a Saviour : that 
Saviour you are free to embrace or reject — " work 
out your own salvation!'' The blood is shed: you 
are free to trample on it — work out your own salva- 
tion The Saviour is calling you : you are free 
to shut your ears and harden your hearts to His 
most winning invitations — work out your own sal- 
vation!'' The Spirit is striving and knocking at 
the door of your heart : you are free to bar the 
door — " work out your own salvation !" You are in 
a state of salvation, by baptism under a covenant, 
a dispensation of salvation, under " the ministra- 
tion of the Spirit," the means of grace are yours : 
you are free to neglect them, free to slight your 
baptismal privileges, to hide your talent in the 
earth — " work out your own salvation !" The gates of 
heaven are flung open to thee : it is thine to turn 
thy back on them — the mouth of hell is closed : 
thou art still free to leap madly in — oh ! Sinner, 
Sinner, oh ! Christian, Christian, " work out thine 
own salvation!^' Of no use will it be to make 
God's grace, God's sovereignty, an excuse for thine 
own sloth and supineness — of no use to plead difl5- 
culties and objections — ^how Mdll the day of judg- 
ment throw down the vain refuge, how will it 
shew, (though now you and I, Brethren, know not 
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Iww^) that the sinner's ruin is to be laid at ne sin- 
ner's own door. Oh ! theriy when the Christian 
enters upon his eternal portion, grace, grace !" 
will be his cry — ^but the sinner, as he goes unto 

his own place," will find that the bitterest aggra- 
vation of that bitter hour shall be: I have des- 
troyed myself!" 

But, Brethren, you may also draw comfort from 
the text : It is Ood that worketh in you both 
to will and to do." Away then with your spe- 
culative difficulties, lay this comfort to your 
heart, God worketh in you both to will and to 
do." You are not left to yourselves ; the strength 
of Omnipotence, the wisdom of Omniscience, 
the grace of the Spirit of holiness may be yours, 
yea, are sealed to you by the covenant of your 
God, purchased for you by the blood of Jesus. 
You are to " fight the good fight of faith" — ^but 
you shall be marvellously helped till" you are 
strong" — the whole armour of God" is yours. 
Be not dismayed then at the work before you — ^let 
not a treacherous heart, a fierce and subtle enemy, 
an ensnaring world daunt you— God is on your side, 
and if Hebe for" you "who can be against" you? 
Well indeed might heart and flesh fail, were it 
otherwise, but His grace is sufficient" for you — 
through Him strengthening you, you " can do all 
things," so that you feel your strength to be there 
alone. When you are weak, then you are strong. 
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And, Brethren, the text must humble you : " itis 
God that worketh in you both to will and to do." By 
His grace alone you are what you are. Dost thou 
diflfer from an ungodly world ? Who made thee to 
differ?" *^What hast thou that thou didst not 
receive ?" Canst thou pray ? Who taught thee 
the language of prayer ? Hast thou chosen Jesus 
as thy Saviour ? Why, but because He chose and 
sought thee and drew thee " with bands of love" 
to Himself ? Art thou sanctified ? Are the fruits 
of holiness and virtue springing forth from the 
root of thy faith ? Is Satan beaten down, the world 
braved and overcome, and sin subdued? This 
Cometh not of flesh and blood, but of the good 
Spirit of your God. Oh ! then — down with pride — 
down with self — to God alone be the glory, and to 
the riches of His grace ! Feel — ^acknowledge — 
what it is to be a sinner saved by grace — to be 
pardoned, justified, accepted, sanctified, saved, glo- 
rified, freely. 

But, Brethren, I charge you, remember your 
own responsibility. Remember the work you 
have to do. Remember to ''work out your own 
salvation," for no view of God's sovereignty is 
Scriptural, no professed reliance on God's Spirit 
working in you to will and to do" is Scrip- 
tural, which tends to slacken your own exertions, 
or to lessen your sense of your own responsi- 
bility. 
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Lastly — remember in what spirit this your 
WORK is to be carried ON : " With fear and trem- 
bling" — not the fear and trembling of despondency, 
but of jealousy, of watchfulness, of caution, of 
anxiety. Oh ! remember what it is you have to save— 
a soul that cannot die ! Remember what it is you 
have to win — an inheritance, incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away.'* Remember the 
damnation you have to escape ! Oh! the bare risk of 
losing that heaven — the bare possibility of being a 
cast-away from that glory — ^^the bare chance of 
hell is enough to make yon fear and tremble ! Con- 
sider what eternity means — eternity should make 
you fear and tremble ! Consider what it is to tram- 
ple on the Son of God — to do "despite to the 
spirit of grace,'' and /car and tremble! Strive to 
enter in at the strait gate." Remember, the 
broad way is a beaten, a crowded road, and the 
bye-paths of sin are many, and flowery, and fair. 
Remember that the enemies of thy soul are 

Legion," yea, that the legions of hell are sworn 
against thy salvation, and fear and tremble/ Yet 
despond not, still less despair. The banner of the 
Cross is waving over thy head in the conflict — 

through this overcome'^ — ^never shall this flag be 
struck if thou be but true. Sin is mighty — the 
world is mighty — the flesh is mighty — ^but All- 
mighty is thy God! Remember, though God alone 
can give thee weapons, it is for thee to wield them. 
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Only be thou watchful — only pray — only live up 
to baptismal vows, to baptismal responsibilities, to 
baptismal privileges — only seek thy God in His own 
appointed means. " Quench not the Spirit" — 
stifle not conscience — " improve every means of 
grace'' — nourish thy soul upon the milk," the 
" strong meat" of the Word — ^in God's house, and 
on God's day, drink in the streams of the sanctuary 
— at Jesus' banquet-table feed upon that flesh and 
drink that blood which is thy life. Remember 
that in these is the strength, in these the comfort, 
in these the life of the strongest, as of the weakest 
Christian — of the veteran, as of the newly-enrolled 
soldier of the Cross. The man does not cease to 
want bread because he has ceased to be a hahe : the 
warrior of a hundred fights cannot henceforward 
fight imarmed. 

Brethren 1 do ye know what it is to fear and 
tremble for your souls ? Not indeed to fear for 
the grace of God, but lest yourselves be true to that 
grace — ^not indeed to fear the preciousness and 
efficacy of Jesus' blood, but lest yourselves be 
choosing the Abanas and Pharpars of your own 
will — not indeed to fear the firmness of the 
" Rock of Ages" but lest yourselves have built 
upon the sand. Brethren ! ye know what it is to 
fear and tremble for this world's concerns — ^ye 
men of business know what it is to fear lest busi- 
ness fail — ^ye whose silver and gold are invested 
in houses and lands know what it is to fear lest 
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houses and lands fail — ye husbands, ye mothers, 
ye fathers, know what it is to fear for the widow 
and orphans ye may to-morrow leave behind ! But 
oh ! are ye fearing and trembling for your souls ? 
Have ye well weighed what it is to add to your 
other sins the surpassing guilt of rejecting, of 
slighting the Son of God ? All things are 
ready" — fear and tremble lest ye he not ready ! 
The Lamb is slain — the Spirit waiting — heaven 
opened— /car and tremble lest ye be unpardoned, 
unsanctified, imsaved ! 

Men and Brethren — Christians! Sinners! Ye 
fathers — ye children — ^ye young men ! — the night 
is far spent, the day is at hand" — the day which is 
no time for working out your own salvation!" 
No salvation is wrought out in the grave — no sal- 
vation is wrought out in eternity. No — eternity 
is salvation lost, or salvation enjoyed and perfected 
for ever. But oh ! be in earnest ! Saying a prayer 
night and morning is not working out your salva- 
tion — coming to the house of God once a week is 
not working out your own salvation — ar^ occasional 
alms — a decent life — a resting in outward privi- 
leges — a coming sometimes, or even always, in a 
cold and formal spirit, to the table of the Lord, is 
not working out your own salvation. No — that is 
a far greater work, the business of every day, 
every hour, of your lives — a work demanding not 
a chance thought, a vague wish, an occasional 
effort, but calling for the concentration of every 
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thought, and feeling, and desire, and effort, of 
body, mind, and soul. Oh ! what a miracle is 
man 1 What a miracle is the careless sinner ! 
What a miracle the worldling 1 What a miracle 
the man of pleasure ! No toil of mind, of body, 
or of spirit, is too great, too intense for working 
out the interests and pleasures of this world — ^but 
eternity is an idle tale ! Ye, Brethren, will wake 
to-morrow to your enjoyments, your pleasures, and 
your comforts — how diligently, how eagerly, will 
the wife and mother, like Martha of old, set about 
her household duties, the food and clothing of her 
family, the arrangements of her house, the recep- 
tion of her guests ! How anxiously will the hus- 
band, the father, the man of business, the master, 
toil for his family, enter upon the round of duty, 
balance his accounts, and pay and receive, and 
invest, and speculate I How anxiously will the 
servant, the mechanic, as he returns to his daily 
labour, commend himself by fidelity and diligence 
to his master and employer 1 "And why not?" 
you say. Brethren, I bid not the wife, the mo- 
ther, the husband, the tradesman, the servant, 
neglect or forget duty — but to one and all I 
say, these things have an end — the grave, and 
God's bar beyond the grave are waiting for one and 
all. Perchance, fifty years hence, not one of us who 
is now toiling for children, wife, or master, shall 
be here. Weigh then these things aright. If you 
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toil for your bodies, agonize for your souls — if you 
rise up early and so late take rest" for the things 
of a day, watch and pray for eternity. Brethren, 
work out your own salvation !" — children are 
sometimes a blessing — ^prosperity may or may not 
be good— ease, health, and competency may or 
not be expedient — ^but whether for poverty or 
riches, for sickness or health, for youth or age, for 
life or death, for time or eternity: one thing is 
needful 
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Luke, xii. 6, 7 — Are not jive sparrows sold for two 
farthings^ and not one of them is forgotten before 
God ? But even the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear not therefore : ye are of more value 
than many sparrows.'^ 

Where then is Chance? — disenthroned for ever 
from the government of the universe and of our 
world — a King henceforth only in the atheist's 
monstrous creed. For if there be a humble tenant 
of that universe, surely it is the sparrow that sit- 
teth upon the housetop," for " five'' of them are 
"sold for two farthings" — ^and yet "no* one of 
them is forgotten before God^* — without Him not one 
of them falleth to the ground. If there be a trifle 
in aught that affects the interests and welfare of 
man, surely it is the hairs of his head — ^but even 
they " are all numbered'^ — without God not one of them 
shall perish. 

P 2 
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Brethren, the bounds of God's Creation^ and none 
other, are the bounds of God's Providence. His 
works are His care. The God that upholdeth the 
archangel, upholdeth the sparrow, clotheth the 
lily, and careth for the worm, because the sparrow, 
the lily, and the worm, no less than the archangel, 
are the works of His hands. The God who deigned 
to be minute in Creation is no less minute in Pro- 
vidence. Was it not beneath the hand that planted 
the cedar, to spread the hyssop upon the wall? 
then the hyssop upon the wall no less than the 
tall cedar must share His sunshine and drink in the 
dew of heaven. Did the hand that made heaven 
and earth and sea, that planted ^' the everlasting 
hills," deign to be elaborate and minute in the pen- 
cilling of the wild hedge-flower, then must this too 
share the bounty and Providence of the Maker of 
heaven, and earth, and sea. Did He who gave man 
a living, an immortal soul, fashion also the hairs 
of man's head? — these too then must His care 
number. They are His work — therefore without 
Him not one of them must perish. 

Brethren, we are of more value than many 
sparrows." If God care for them, how much for 
us, immortal, redeemed souls ! us for whom Jesus 
died! 

Who then would not be a Christian? Who 
would not have this Lord for his God ? What shall 
His children fear for time or for eternity ? In this 
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world, amid aU its doubts and dangers, and per- 
plexities and sorrows, the Providence of his Father 
is the Christian's polar star— /or eternity his ever- 
lasting Redemption is his anchor. Shall we fear for 
our bodies y so weak, so liable to decay and sickness, 
so surrounded by dangers, and open to a thousand 
perils ? — shall we be careful for to-morrow's wants 
or downcast under to-day's perplexities'? — shall we 
take over-much thought for houses and lands and 
wife and children ? Oar God numbereth the hairs of 
our head ! Or shall sin and Satan harass our souls ? 
Shall the law and conscience shroud our eternity in 
gloom? Our God hath saved the souls which He 
created. Who then — for body or soul, for time or 
eternity — who, I ask, will not have this Lord for 
his God ? 

But we will now proceed to a more detailed and 
accurate examination of the sweet doctrine brought 
before us in the text — ^viz. the doctrine of the Spe- 
cial Providence of God. 

I propose, my Brethren, 

I. To STATE THE DOCTRINE OF A SPECIAL PRO- 
VIDENCE, 

II. To shew more particularly its bearing upon 
THE Christian, in reference to his past his- 
tory, HIS present condition, and his pros- 
pects FOR THE FUTURE. 

Observe then first, Brethren, our point is the 
Special Providence of God, and not merely that God 
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exercises a general superintendence and government 
of the aflFairs of our world. The question is, not 
the mere /oc*, but the degree and extent of God's 
Providence — its special, its minute, character. For 
to shut God out generally and altogether from the 
government of his own world would surely be im* 
piety and folly only to be surpassed by denying 
that the world had a Creator at all. And oh! 
would it not be as cheerless and gloomy, as it would 
be unreasonable and preposterous, to suppose that 
the Creator, I say not of the universe, but even of 
our own world, having called that world into exist- 
ence, having peopled it with beings that even to 
nature look immortal — then flung His noble work 
with scorn or carelessness into the wild abyss of 
chance, henceforth indifferent alike to its existence 
and its welfare. No — save for the atheist, this is 
too monstrous. Reason declares that He who 
created cannot altogether have forgotten the work 
of His own hands. 

But how special, how clear, how minute the 
voice of Jesus ! How does the glimmering light 
of reason burst into cheering noon-day brightness 
at the revelation of the text : The very hairs of 
your head are all numbered!" What God hath 
created he cannot forget — what was not too minute 
for Him to call into being, cannot be too minute 
for His care. It is not only in the setting up or 
putting down of thrones and empires — it is not only 
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when he sweepeth a city with the besom of de- 
struction" or calleth a little one to be a great na- 
tion — ^it is not only when some mighty revolution 
a£fects the destinies of half the world — not only 
when the issue of a battle has settled the destinies 
of a kingdom or people — not only when he bareth 
his arm in defence of his oppressed Church, — ^no — ^it 
it is not in these events, and such as these only — 
events which are the landmarks of our world's his- 
tory, and which the world's historian chronicles 
foremost upon his page — ^it is not in the great, and 
the important, and the extensive only, that we are 
to say: "This is the Lord's doing!" Jesus bids 
us trace the same hand, at least the permission of 
the same hand, in the sparrow's fall ! bids us re- 
cognise in the care and wisdom that balance the 
interests and destinies of our world the care and 
wisdom that number the hairs of our head ! 

Oh ! Brethren, from a universe to a hair, no- 
thing is above — nothing below the Providence of 
God. The affairs of a universe cannot encumber, 
or overwhelm, or perplex — the falling of a hair 
cannot escape him. Wondrous empire ! Won- 
drous Governor I Wondrous government ! How 
grand its minuteness ! Yes, Brethren, its winute- 
nes8 is stupendous ! Let your thoughts climb up to 
heaven, and if your mind dare essay the concep- 
tion, let them take their stand by the throne of 
God — think of the brightest, noblest being whose 
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post is nighest to that throne — go on through 
heaven's unnumbered host, through cherubim and 
seraphim, through each angelic rank — and remem- 
ber that here the Lord is King. But stop not here. 
Go on through a universe of worlds — what if each 
star we gaze on be a world ? — ^what if ten thou- 
sand yet baffle mortal gaze ? — here too the Lord is 
King. Take one of these — a speck on the vast 
bosom of space^ man's earth — man's world. Go 
through its myriad tenants and of those myriads 
choose but one — one man — thyself. Forget even 
thine immortal spirit, and take — what ? — the very 
hairs of your head''^'^ and they are all numbered P' 

*'But I/' you say, *'am immortal — man was once 
God's image, therefore God care th for man.'' Stay, 
Brethren, why falls the sparrow? We kill them, 
our children kill them, in mere wantonness — 
but not one of them is forgotten before God" — and 
the hand that spangled heaven, the hand that up- 
holds the sun and moon and stars, the hand that 
posted Gabriel near his throne, dispenses the 
destiny, apportions the days of the sparrow ! 

So, then. Brethren, ye must trace God's hand in 
everything — ^ye must shut Him out from nothing in 
His own universe or in this our world — ^ye must 
shut Him out from no event in your own history, 
from no fear, no danger, no anxiety, no mercy. If 
Jesus had only said with the Psalmist : ''He shall 
deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from 
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the noisome pestilence" — " There shall no evil 
befal thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling'* — if He had only said : " He shall give his 
angels charge over thee to keep thee in all thy ways. 
They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou 
dash thy foot against a stone" — I say, had Jesus 
only reiterated and reassured us of these declara- 
tions of the Psalmist, it had been much. But oh! 
how studiously minute ! How very a trifle, as we 
should have called it, does He take: *'The very 
hairs of your head are all numbered !" Your body 
in its most trifling wants, its minutest dangers, 
in its every part, is remembered and cared for of 
your Father in heaven. 

But an objection, perhaps, arises here. Is not 
this Fatalism ? If God's power be so mighty. His 
Providence so minute, his care for, and interference 
in, our world, so special, if nothing can happen but 
in this direct and immediate dependence upon 
Him — is hot every man, am / not the subject of a 
stern necessity and Fatalism? Do not I come into 
this world with my portion marked out by God ? 
— and am I not, at every step, controlled and hedged 
in by His will ? What He has planned I cannot 
avert — my happiness or misery must come to me 
without any effort on my part. If I be in trouble, 
or poverty, or sickness, each of these will last just 
so long as He has appointed — I must sit down 
under them — effort is of no use — in sickness espe- 
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cially, to use remedies is a practical mistrust of 
the doctrine you have been urging. If I am to 
live, I shall live — if to die, medicine can be of no 
avail. 

I say, Brethren, some such objection as this may 
arise in your minds. But is the believer in the 
doctrine of a Special Providence necessitated or 
warranted to hold such language as this ? Is the 
Special Providence of the Bible to have the prac- 
tical results of the Predestination, the Fatalism of 
the Turk ? By no means. 

The diflference. Brethren, lies in this. Our God, 
however special His Providence, works by means; 
and this our world, and we its tenants, are not 
designed for any other system of procedure. God 
brings about by secondary instrumentality and 
agency His designs of wisdom, justice, and love to 
our bodies and souls. We must trace His hand in 
all — but still His hand as working by means. We 
must believe that as the sea cannot pass its appointed 
bounds, so neither can man, by his resistance, 
thwart or retard the counsels and designs of God ! 
We must (to apply it more closely home) believe 
that no effort, no plan of ours, no human means or 
instrumentality, can avail or be blessed without 
the blessing of God — ^but our efforts, our plans, 
our means, are, in dependence upon His blessing 
and in accordance with His will, to be used. God 
had given Paul, in his voyage to Rome, all that 
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sailed with him — this had been positively revealed 
to him — yet said he : Except these abide in the 
ship, ye cannot be saved/* The Christian, in 
matters pertaining to his soul, knows that it is 
God that worketh in'* him " to will and to do of 
His good pleasure" — but by this very argument 
does the Apostle enforce his precept : Work out 
your own salvation.'* The preacher knows that 
God's grace alone can make the word, the power 
of God unto salvation" — but does he therefore for- 
bear? rather does he desire to be a fellow-worker 
with him. 

So then, dear Brethren, waiving all speculation 
and diflBculties, while we call upon you to lay hold 
on the sweet truth of the special and minute 
character of God's Providence, we are not call- 
ing upon you to forget the nature of the system 
under which you are placed in this world — we are 
not setting forth a truth which is to paralyze your 
every exertion and use of means, and to make you 
sit down sluggish and careless, resigning your- 
selves in sullen indifference to the tide of a fatal 
and inevitable necessity, unconnected with your 
own exertions and efforts. We call upon you to 
remember that God works by means— to act, and to 
bestir yourselves as if there were no Providence to 
guide and superintend — ^but to let the truth of a 
Providence, most minute and most special, enter 
into your every feeling and pervade your mind. 
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Shut not God in any way out of His own world. 
Remember to His glory that He watcheth even the 
falling sparrow — remember to your comfort that 
the very hairs of your head are all numbered/* 
One more difficulty that may arise I would ad- 
vert to, before passing on. Remember, dear Bre- 
thren, God's Providence is in some things only per- 
missive. There is evil in our world— of this He can- 
not be the Author — ^but, for ends which eternity will 
at once bring to light and vindicate, He permits 
evil ; restraining it indeed within the bounds of His 
will, overruling it for His own deep and inscrutable 
designs, but still permitting its existence. This is 
often most trying to the faith even of His children — 
they often fret themselves because of evil and of 
the evil doers, they cry Lord, how long?" — in 
their short-sighted and hasty policy, they marvel 
that the eye of God's Providence seems to slumber 
and sleep at many a scheme, many a triumph, of 
guilt, of crime, of infidelity, and of sin, which they 
would fain see at once baffled and overthrown. 
But God sees otherwise — ^yet is He not the less 
King, His Providence does not therefore slumber 
nor sleep. 

Having thus stated the doctrine and guarded it 
against objection, let us consider, 

n. Its BEARING UPON THE CHRISTIAN, IN REFE- 
RENCE TO HIS PAST HISTORY, HIS PRESENT CON- 
DITION, AND HIS PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE. 
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And first, for his past history. Brethren, go back 
each one of you for a few moments to the years 
that are passed— what a marvellous history does the 
memory of each recal ! a history indeed little read 
or cared for, in the case of many here, by our 
fellow-men — but how marvellous to ourselves! 
There is perhaps much of that history that time has 
not interpreted — ^many a dispensation, many a be- 
reavement, many a thwarting of some cherished 
scheme, of which we cannot even yet see the bear- 
ing — ^for many a page of our history is written in 
characters that only the light of eternity can inter- 
pret — ^we shall never read it here. But lay aside 
these pages. How much, once dark and perplex- 
ing, have after years, after events unravelled! 
Oh! Brethren, the Special Providence of our God 
throughout our every year, and month, and day, 
and hour ! The hairs of our head have been ever 
all numbered ! Our mothers, our fathers, how 
oft have they carried us back to years, the years of 
unconscious infancy, which to our own memory 
are all darkness! — and what do they tell us of 
these ? They tell us how oft we were all but torn 
from them by some sudden accident, some all-but 
fatal disease. While yet we hanged upon our 
mother's breasts (how many here have heard the 
tale a thousand times, for such tales are chronicled 
with a pen of iron in mothers' hearts !) while yet, 
I say, we hanged upon our mother's breasts, she 
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tells US (and tha tear of memory in her eye attests 
the tale even while it is upon her lips) of midnight 
watchings, with all the full yearnings of a mother's 
heart, over the cradle of our sickness, and then the 
threatened cradle of our death. Our life seemed to 
hang upon a thread — ^but that thread was linked to 
the throne of God — and here we are alive this 
day! — the hairs of our head were even then all 
numbered!" 

But let our own' memories bear witness to the 
Providence of our God. Did it slumber, Brethren, 
over our childhood, our school-boy hours ? Oh ! 
no, it brought us up to youth, to man's es- 
tate, though death and danger and weakness and 
sickness were on the right hand and on the left. 
And oh ! since the day that we left our parent nest, 
and entered for ourselves upon the toil and anxieties 
and turmoils of life, how does the same clue run 
through the maze ! We found indeed many a be- 
wildering turning, many a perplexing point, were 
often brought to a stand still in that maze — ^we lost 
our clue — ^but we look back and see it now. And 
which of us will say that his disappointments have 
not been among his chiefest mercies — ^if not Us 
chief est? Which of us cannot recal the anxiously 
cherished wish suddenly and utterly thwarted? 
For many an hour, perhaps for years, we mourned 
in bitter, perhaps in sullen, disappointment that 
the cup we had mixed was dashed down — ^how 
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many have long ere this thanked the All-wise 
Father that tore it from their lips ! How many 
here can recal the deeply and anxiously planned 
scheme of business and of worldly interest that cost 
them many a restless, feverish hour ! At length, 
everything seemed to smile — the breeze filled their 
sail — the haven of their hope was all but gained — 
but the wind and sea arose and the wreck seemed 
total. But what have after years taught of that 
wreck ? How often has it been foremost in your 
praises ! 

And again, Brethren, which of us but must ac- 
knowledge how God has forced this lesson, even the 
lesson of His overruling and Special Providence upon 
him in his experience and history ? Which of us is 
not constrained to say, when he looks back upon his 
own chequered and eventful path, that although he 
never found things come to him by miracle, so that 
he might lie down in sluggishness and inactivity, 
yet his own deepest laid and most anxiously che- 
rished schemes have been those from which he has 
gained least, that by far the greater number of the 
important events in his life — the landmarks of his 
history — have been so brought about as to constrain 
him to acknowledge something far beyond his own 
efforts, still more, beyond mere chance ? Quarters 
least expected, events least calculated on, have 
formed the turning points of our histories. " So 
now it was not you that sent me hither, but God," 
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was the clue that time gave Joseph — but he knew 
not this in ''the anguish of his soul," when sold 
" for twenty pieces of silver." The calumny of a 
wanton dashed from the lips of the same Joseph, 
for a time, the cup of prosperity that seemed to be 
filling for him in the house of his master. But the 
dream of a butler raised him from a prison to the 
second chariot" of Pharaoh I Ruth's ^'hap was to light 
on a part of the field belonging untoBoaz," but that 
hap, ordained of God, made her the. wife of Boaz, 
and Messiah's ancestor. The loss of a few asses 
shewed Israel their king. *' An ephah of parched 
com" and " ten loaves" brought the conqueror of 
Goliath to the camp. What but the avenging hand 
of a Special Providence guided the random shaft to 
the life-blood of the disguised Ahab ?* A decree 
of Caesar Augustus fulfilled the prophecy of Micah.f 
How often have we, Brethren, toiled to hew us 
out a path — ^and now the valleys seemed filled, the 
rough places plain, the mountains made low — ^we 
had just hedged in our way — and were preparing 
eagerly to walk in it — ^when the hand of God 
(whose very force was only love) forced us from 
it— another path hitherto unseen and unthought of 

* A certain man drew a bow ai a venture^ and smote the 
king of Israel between the joints of the harness,'' (1 Kings, 
xxii. 34.) 

•J- Compare Micah, v. 2, with Luke, ii. 1 — 6. This decree 
brought Joseph and Mary from Nazareth to Bethlehem. 
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burst upon our view— our feet were placed in it — 
we have perhaps since seen by wisdom and love. 
And thus, Brethren, all things have worked to- 
gether for our good. 

But we pass on to the practical bearing of this 
doctrine upon our present condition and pros- 
pects FOR the future. 

Brethren — this day, as ever, God careth for the 
sparrow ! — this day, as ever, " the hairs of your 
head are all numbered !" Sweet, cheering, blessed 
truth ! It gives indeed no dispensation from sor- 
row — but bids us recognise whose hand it is that 
mixes sorrow's draught. It does not tell the child 
of God that he shall not find trouble in this trou- 
blous world — ^but it tells him that every sorrow and 
trial is weighed to him from the balances of sleep- 
less and eternal love. It does not tell him that he 
shall never be called to weep over the grave of 
father, mother, of wife, of child, or friend — but it 
bids him " weep not," for the blow wasbut in wis- 
dom and in mercy. It does not tell him that no 
accident, no disease, no sickness shall ever lay him 
upon a bed of weariness and pain — ^but that the 
hairs of his head are numbered ; how then shall ac- 
cident, disease, or sickness come upon him but at 
his Father's bidding ? Our doctrine brings the 
Christian no exemption from death — ^but it bids 
him remember that the issues of death and life 
(yea, even for the poor sparrow) are in the hand 

G 
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that has numbered the hairs of his head, and that a 
Father's hand plants the arrow upon the string. 

In one word, Brethren, neither now, or at any 
time, can aught^ save sin, be against the child of 
God. Nature, not grace, dictated the Patriarch's 
repining cry: ''All these things are against me." 
Oh ! remember. Brethren, if only from his example, 
the very event that seems to put the climax to your 
sorrow and trouble may be the very event whence 
your full deliverance, your richest comfort is to 
arise ! At the very moment in which the Patriarch 
uttered his desponding cry, the mist was beginning 
to be dispelled from a page of God's Providence 
which had been long dark. But that dark page 
was to be interpreted by what seemed a darker — 
Joseph was not — and Simeon and Benjamin must 
be taken away ! 

Oh ! Brethren, what now, what for the future, 
can be against the child of God ? The present may 
be a moment of mercies that wear the disguise of 
sorrows — but they are mercies still f The future is 
as yet untried and unknown — ^but its storehouse 
has nothing that can be against the child of God ! 
Shall poverty be against him ? What if it fix his 
heart more imdividedly upon the true riches? Shall 
worldly trouble be against him ? It shall drive him 
to his closet. Shall bereavement^ the stroke that 
lacerates his very heart ? What if it remind him 
that he make not '' flesh his arm" ? Or shall the 
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Christian find an enemy in death? Shall even 
death be against him? ''To me," once said a 
Christian, " to die i$ gainP* 

But there is another light in which this truth is 
" very full of comfort" — a light in which it should 
banish every murmuring, every repining, every 
lurking discontent, from the Christian's heart. It 
is this — and oh ! Brethren, would that we might all 
carry but this one thought away ! — ^would that you 
and I might try its magic power when next a mur- 
mur is rising even in our hearts ! — My lot is ap- 
pointed of Qodj a Grod who numbereth the hairs of my 
head / I speak not now of those who have brought 
themselves to sorrow and suffering and shame by 
their own sin and folly, but of the children of God, 
and oh ! if we be indeed such, how unutterably sooth- 
ing, how precious, the thought — God, my Father, 
a Father of infinite Wisdom, a Father of boundless 
love, a Father that numbereth the hairs of my head 
has fixed the bounds of my habitation ! I am un- 
cared for, unnoticed by men, but the hand that 
planted the sun in the heavens (oh! Brethren, these 
are " the words of truth and soberness" I) placed 
me in the very niche of the universe which is best 
suited for His own glory and for my eternal good. 
I see others aroimd me with what sense calls a hap- 
pier lot ; they seem to have less trouble, fewer 
anxieties, a path far less chequered ; their hearts 
are far less torn by bereavement, their bodies far 

g2 
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less tried by sickness and pain than is my case — 
but the same hand that spread the sunlight over 
their path spread the cloud over mine, and to me, 
as to Israel of old, the cloud may be as bright a 
guide as the bright pillar of fire. The God who 
numbered the hairs of their head has numbered 
mine also. I, like them, am of more value than 
many sparrows," since for me too Jesus died : I 
too have an immortal soul. Oh, Brethren, look 
not I beseech you at your present lot with discon- 
tent — ^look not forward with anxiety. Your lot 
(oh ! believe it !) is the very lot for you — ^the wisest, 
the best — ^and the Providence of Him who marked 
it out for you rests with as unslumbering an 
eye upon you as upon the destinies of a monarch 
or a nation. Rest assured, so you be but using 
every fair and Christian means, that however 
small your measure of prosperity, however few 
your comforts, yet you are prospering just as 
much as seems fitting to your heavenly Father ; 
your comforts are numbered by Him who has niun- 
bered the hairs of your head." 

And oh ! whatever your sorrows, how great so- 
ever, how many soever your trials, let not a prayer, 
not a wish, outstep these limits : Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me, nevertheless, 
not as I mil, but as thou wilt !" Strive to trace a 
Father's hand in aU. The child of God knows 
nothing of chance : his God clotheth the lily, feedeth 
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the ravens, and careth for the sparrow — and He is 
*'of more value than many sparrows." Trace 
then his hand in business, in family, in health, in 
comfort, in sickness, in trial, yes in all ! And oh ! 
watch, strive, pray, against that faithless spirit of 
anxiety which is nothing more or less than as if we 
should seek to arm ourselves against the vicissi- 
tudes which in God's Providence may be in store 
for us. Alas ! alas ! how do the holiest, the most 
spiritually-minded among us seem anxious for 
something definite, something certain, some fixed 
provision for the future ! Our impatience out- 
strips the Providence of God. We look forward 
comparatively with so much satisfaction to the 
future, when we have at length gained some cer- 
tain dependence, as we call it, some fixed source 
of income and provision, as if anything could be 
more sure, more fixed, more unfailing than the Pro- 
vidence of God! Give us," says Jesus, this day 
our daily bread.'' Thus should the Christian live, and 
trust and pray : he must not look for to-morrow's 
manna, to-day . 

Dear Brethren, am I addressing one to whom 
God's Providence is even now a maze ? — one who 
seems even now to have lost his clue to that Pro- 
yidence ? Oh, look back on the years that are 
past ! Perhaps a few days, but most surely, 
eternity, shall vindicate the wisdom and the mercy 
of the event which now perplexes, confounds, and 
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overwhelms. The cloud is big with mercy. All 
things are /or you ! — ye are of more value than 
many sparrows 

But alas ! how many may be here, even while 
we speak of these things, who have been blessed 
by this Providence from infancy to childhood, from 
childhood to youth, from youth to manhood — ^yea 
to this very hour — but have never recognised the 
hand that has held the thread. They have been 
prospered perhaps in their basket and their store, 
their cup has been running over, but they have 
forgotten that that basket and store have been filled 
from the heavenly garner — that cup has seemed 
mingled by the hand of chance. They have been kept 
as they went out and as they came in — ^but that an 
invisible hand upheld them, they have cared not to 
recognise. They have been raised from the bed of 
sickness and from the gates of the grave — but then 
the physician's skill, the medicine's virtue, raised 
them up. With some perhaps business has thriven, 
and competency and ease is the result — ^but we 
hear of nothing but their having worked their own 
way, of their own honest industry, their own un- 
tiring perseverance — ^but to Him whose blessing, 
and none other, maketh rich, no Ebenezer is up- 
raised. Dear Brethren, bethink yourselves, I pray 
you ! Worship not at the shrine of chance, as ye 
retrace the mercies of a life. 

Or has your life been a troublous, a sorrowing 
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one ? Oh 1 what a burden must unsanctified trials 
imjianctified affliction, have beenl It would have 
been as a tree of sweetness in Marah's bitterest 
waters, to have known that a Father's hand was to 
be traced in all. Yea, thou shouldest no more have 
been called Mara, thy name should have been 
Naomi, the sting of every bereavement, every 
trial, every care, i^ould have been drawn, hadst 
thou only been enabled to say : It is the Lord 1'' 

But now. Brethren, one and all, special and 
minute as is the Providence of our God, though it 
watcheth the falling sparrow, and numbereth the 
hairs of our head, yet at best inawy as in. Grace, so 
in Providence, "we see'* but "through a glass 
darkly.*' Time, as it rolls on, unravels much, eter- 
nity alone shall imravel all. You have gone 
through much; many a disappointment has cast 
you down, many a trial harassed and perplexed 
you, the bearing of which you cannot even now 
see.. Sometimes a faithless heart whispers, " Surely 
this or that might have been spared 1" But one 
ray of heavenly light will illumine all. And oh ! 
with what eager interest, with what anxious eyes^ 
will you read each page of your history then, when 
every care and sorrow is for ever over ! How will 
your mind be rapt in wonder, your heart thrill 
with love, your tongue be eloquent with praise, as 
each dark spot is enlightened, each riddle solved ! 
Ah ! this I did not see^ but I see it mm — ^that bitter 
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cup was mercy — that affliction love. And then as 
with your " threescore years and ten'* behind, and 
with eternity before, page after page of your his- 
tory in this world is made dear — as you mark 
how from the cradle to the grave the very hairs 
of your head" were all numbered," how the whole 
scheme in its every bearing, was one harmonious 
plan of wisdom and of love — you will turn with 
yet more adoring gaze toward the throne — ^wiU 
sweep with yet intenser touch the heavenly harp- 
will renew with yet fuller strain the eternal song : 
''Great and marvellous are Thy works, Lord 
God Almighty ; just and true are Thy ways. Thou 
King of Saints!" 

Snatched sudden from th' avenging rod, 
Safe in the bosom of thy God, 
How wilt thou then look back, and smile 
On thoughts that bitterest seem'd erewhile, 
And bless the pangs that made thee see 
This was no world of rest for thee !'* 

Christian Year J' — Eleventh Sunday after Trmity. 
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Philippians, iv. 6 — JBe careful for nothing; but 
in everything by prayer and supplication^ with thanks^ 
giving^ let your requests be made knoum unto God.'* 

If it be true of religion in general that " her ways 
are ways of pleasantness and all her paths are 
peace/' it is also true that in exact proportion to 
the degree in which the Christian is true to his pro- 
fession and principles, is the degree of comfort, 
peace, and happiness, which his religion affords 
him. That is to say, just in proportion to the 
closeness of his walk with God, just in proportion 
to the degree in which he is making the Word" 
of God **a lamp unto" his feet, and alight unto" 
his " path" — just as he realizes his privileges, and 
lives upon the promises which are his rich inherit- 
ance, so will his joy and comfort abound — ^while 
each deviation from the narrow road of duty, any 
neglect to realize his high dignity as a son of God, 
and as one of a chosen generation, a royal priest- 
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hood, a holy nation, a peculiar" and purchased 
people," any prevalence of doubt and distrust 
cannot fail to involve and bring with it a propor- 
tionate obscuration of his peace and joy. 

This remark applies most forcibly and pointedly 
to the subject which the text introduces to our 
notice, and to which I would now direct your 
thoughts — mean, the Christian duty and privilege 
of being *'careftd for nothing" — of casting our 
burden upon the Lord" under the full assurance 
that He will sustain" us — of committing our way 
unto Him in reliance that He will ^* bring it to 
pass." For surely I need not at any length point 
out to those who know (and which of us does not?) 
the weight and burden of the anxieties of life, what 
a source of relief and ease it must be to the Chris* 
tian's mind, if he can only realize to himself that 
which he is repeatedly assured of in the Word of his 
God, that whatever and how great soever be his 
trials, however dark and lowering his horizon, yet 
be need be careful for nothing," need " take no 
thought for to-morrow," inasmuch as his Almighty 
Father is as able as He is willing to relieve him of 
his every fear and anxiety, his every perplexity and 
sorrow. 

And yet though there is no one privilege which 
we should have expected that the Christian would 
have been more ready to realize, though there 
is no point in his duty in which duty and pri- 
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vilege are more closely united, it is a fact which 
observation and experience alike warrant (I am 
painfully conscious that my own experience, my 
dear Brethreh, warrants it) that there is no point of 
duty in which professing Christians are more defi- 
cient, no privilege which they find more difficulty 
in realizing. I know that some of you are inwardly 
responding to what I am saying, and I pray God 
that my message to you at this time may be one of 
comfort and peace. I pray that when to-morrow's 
duties and trials come, you may remember the 
lessons of the sanctuary, and be urged and enabled 
to cleave more closely, more simply, more unhesi* 
tatingly unto your Father and God. 

** Take no thought for the morrow says our 
blessed Lord — Be careful for nothing says His 
Apostle. Let us then, my dear Friends, L £n« 

DEAVOUR TO LIMIT AND FIX THE EXACT MEANING 
OF THESE INJUNCTIONS. 

Let us II. Ascertain some, at least, of the 

CAUSES OF THE ANXIETY AND CAREFULNESS AGAINST 
WHICH WE ARE WARNED~AND STATE BRIEFLY 
SOME OF ITS EVIL EFFECTS. 

And nidly, and lastly, let me direct you to the 

REMEDY WHICH THE APOSTLE FROPOSES. 

First then, what is the exact meaning of the ia^ 
junctions : Take no thought for the morrow"— 
" Be careful for nothing" ? The Greek word used 
in both these passages and which is in the om 
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translated by *^ taking thought" and m the other 
by " being careful" is the same, and the root of the 
word in the original is a verb which signifies ^^dioir- 
siouy'' " to divide.'' The care then and the thought 
which are meant, and against which we are warned, 
are distracting, anxious^ care and thought — such a 
care and thought for the morrow and for the pre- 
sent world and its concerns as shall distract our 
minds, lead them off from eternal things, and in 
short engross our exertions and plans. I shall 
therefore translate the words : Be not anxious or 
over-anxvcms for to-morrow :" — Be not ananous for 
anything." For it must be obvious to all that 
neither our Lord nor His Apostle can mean to for- 
bid and pronounce unlawful that common fore- 
thought and prudence which we have as reasonable 
creatures, or to preclude our laying such plans and 
adopting such schemes as may be called for by the 
situation and circumstances in which the Provi- 
dence of God has placed us. Here then is no war- 
rant for carelessness, or supineness, nor yet for 
listless indifference or inactivity. Here is no war- 
rant for the blind Fatalist who perverts the doctrine 
of God's overruling and Special Providence into a 
stem and fixed necessity precluding the use of 
means, and leaving man a mere passive and invo- 
luntary machine. I need not add to those whom I 
am now addressing that here is no warrant for the 
abandoned and reckless sensualist, whose principle 
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of life it is: '*Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 
die." But here is a warrant, aye, and a firm assur- 
ance too, for the man who believes that all things 
work together for good to them that love God," 
and who having embraced Jesus as his Saviour, 
feels the force of the Apostle's appeal : He that 
spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all, Iiow shall He not with Him freely give us all 
things?'' Here 18 a warrant, aye, and a warrant rich 
in comfort too, for the man who traces a Father's 
hand alike in the cedar of Lebanon and the hyssop 
on the wall, in the fowls of the air and the lilies of 
the field, who takes home to his heart, as ** very 
full of comfort," the truth of that Special Provi- 
dence which numbereth the hairs of his head, and 
watcheth the falling sparrow. 

Some such I would fain hope there are here. 
Oh! dear Brethren, the humblest tenant of the 
air that wings its joyous and unanxious fiight over 
your head, the meanest flower you gaze upon, yea, 
the very grass on which you tread, has a lesson for 
you, if you will but read it: The Lord will pro- 
vide." How many of you are, even while I speak, 
in need of such a lesson ! How many may be now 
listening to me who are quite bowed down, and 
spirit broken, quite heartless and desponding, imder 
the anxieties of this troublesome world ! Some 
maybe here who in earlier, and, as they would call 
them, brighter and better days, had prospects of 
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comparative ease and competency and respectabi-^ 
lity before them — they had some earthly source 
which promised streams of comfort and peace — a 
friend, a parent, a relative, who was to do much 
for them, as they fondly hoped — ^they had in a 
word an arm of flesh — and they leaned upon it. 
Yes, dear Brother, you see it now, you leaned too 
much upon it — ^and the arm is withdrawn, the 
source is dry, and the world is dark and perplexed 
to you. And ever and anon as busy memory tor- 
ments you with the thoughts of bygone days, when 
she calls up, as if in mockery, the fond dreams of 
brighter years, your spirits sink, and everything 
assumes a cheerless and gloomy hue. Oh 1 my 
dear Friend, in love, in affectionate sjrmpathy^ let 
me speak to you — do not dwell upon the thought 
of what you might have been in this world but for 
your blighted hopes and changed prospects, but oh! 
recognise the hand of God 1 Confess that you were 
building too much upon earth, drinking too much 
out of earth's cisterns — and oh ! murmur not that 
God has broken them. Though He slay" you, 
trust in Him — acknowledge that it is good for" 
you that you " have been afflicted." Even as it is, 
how great, how undue an ascendancy has this world 
on your affections — ^what would have been the case 
had God given you all you desired and hoped? 
From how many a snare has he saved you ! And 
oh ! now Be careful for nothing" — leam the lesson 
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He has been teaching you. Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee." — " Be 
not of doubtful mind." — " Cast all your care upon 
Him, for He careth for you." — ^His own promise is 
" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." Listen 
to the words of one who, though upon a throne, 
had found this life a chequered scene: Trust in 
the Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Delight thyself 
also in the Lord, and He shall give thee the desires 
of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord; 
trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass." 
Oh ! my dear Hearers, what think you of all these 
promises ? They are not strange and new to all 
here, I know. But oh ! they never palled upon a 
Christian's ear. Listen too to the experience, the 
positive and solemn assurance of him who gives 
you this counsel — and remember David had led no 
hermit's life, so that we might attribute his decla* 
tion to ignorance or inexperience: — I have been 
young, and now am old," (oh ! they are affecting 
words !} yet saw I never t^e righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging their bread." He tells us he 
had seen t^e evil-doer ''cut down like the grass^ and 
wither as the green herb" — ^he had seen him at one 
moment ''in great power, and spreading himself 
like a green bay-tree" — and he had passed again 
and " he was not to be found" — this he had seen — 
but never saw he "the righteous forsaken"! 
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Listen to the challenge of the son of Sirach: ''Look 
at the generations of old and see ; did ever any 
trast in the Lord, and was confounded ? or did any 
abide in His fear and was forsaken ? or whom did 
He ever despise, that called upon him 

But I must turn to another class — ^those engaged 
in the business and professional pursuits of life. 
Perhaps some here have long been toiling for 
wealth, or, at least, for ease and comfort in the 
world, and though they have risen up early and 
taken rest late, and eaten ''the bread of careful- 
ness," though from day to day, through many a 
weary year, they have toiled in the sweat of their 
brow — yet the ease and competency they desire 
seem as far off as ever — ^and age is advancing with- 
out that provision for it which they had fondly 
promised themselves, and the frame is no longer 
braced, and the spirits are dulled. Perhaps others 
before me are just commencing life and business — 
everything seems to depend upon the experiment 
they are now making — ^but the struggle is a hard 
one, and success i^ not so rapid nor so great as 
their sanguine hearts had pictured. Perhaps a 
third finds his chief anxiety where he finds his chief 
earthly comfort — at home, in his wife and chil- 
dren — " my children are growing up around me — 
their claims upon me are increasing from day to 

* Ecclesiasticus, ii. 10. 
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day — all seems, humanly speaking, to depend on 
my life and health, and that is but a precarious 
stay — and how would it disturb and cloud my dying 
moments were I to be leaving the wife of my bosom 
and my lambs to a cold and selfish world — what 
would become of them ?" Oh ! how does my text 
speak to each and all of these : " Be careful for no- 
thing" — **The Lord will provide" — for business, 
for wife, for children, for all 1 Only be sure that 
you are in the path of duty — be sure you are where 
Providence would have you — use every fair means 
of advancing your interests — relax no right exer- 
tion — ^yea, act as if all depended on you alone— feel 
that nothing does. Remember that if God bless you 
not, all must be wrong. But He mil bless you — 
He will never leave thee, nor forsake thee," if 
only your trust be in Him. And for your dear 
ones — ^give them to God — He gave them to you. 
It is not to a cold and selfish world you will be leav- 
ing them, but to a merciful Father. And this I tell 
you, that if you are doing thus, sooner shall the 
ravens of heaven bring them food than that the seed 
of the righteous shall beg their bread ! Oh ! my 
Brother, then realize your privilege — ^how are you 
dishonouring God, and unduly relying on your own 
exertions, when you imagine that as long as you 
are enabled to use those exertions, all will be well, 
but that your Heavenly Father cannot work His 
purposes of mercy without you. 

H 
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My dear Brethren, he who now speaks to you 
has known what it is to take thought for the 
morrow but I do solemnly and in the presence of 
God declare that just as Grod's grace has enabled 
me to realize the privilege of casting all my care 
upon Him, have I, I will not only say enjoyed peace 
of mind, but in that very measure have I been 
prospered. 

Therefore, thou that art looking with anxious 
and restless eye forward, to whom the futiue seems 
a chaos, and even to-morrow perplexed and dark — 
thou who, as thou gazest upon the dear wife of thy 
bosom, and the children that have been to thee a 
heritage and gift" from the Lord, feelest the hal- 
lowed gloW of a husband's and a father's love 
chilled by the remembrance of to-morrow, and of 
futiu-e days — ^go thy ways, let not the tear of me- 
lancholy foreboding start — indulge not the sigh of 
anxiety or despondency — "Be careful for nothing," 
sing the birds of the air — *^God will provide," 
whisper the lilies of the field. And relax not one 
exertion — ^let the remembrance it is for thy wife and 
children lighten the weary load, but remember 
too that it is God's blessing alone that maketh 
rich. 

Let us now Ilndly, ascertain some of the 

CAUSES OF the ANXIETY AND CAREFULNESS AGAINST 
WHICH WE ARE WARNED, AND STATE BRIEFLY SOME 
OP ITS EVILS. 
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As the root then of this, and, I fear, of many 
other of our sins and spiritual failings, T would 
mention an undue value of this present world, an over 
estimate of its concerns, an attaching a dispropor- 
tionate importance to time, as compared with eter- 
nity. Yes, my Brethren, as it has been but too truly 
said, we "build for eternity as if it should never 
have a beginning, and for time as if it should never 
have an end." We reverse, yes, even the most 
spiritual among us, reverse the Apostle's rule, and 
walk by sight.'' We are entering upon some 
worldly undertaking or speculation — some honour, 
some advancement, some pecuniary advantage, 
some bettering of ourselves, as we term it, is the 
object at which we are aiming — in all these, and in 
like cases, what vast and all-engrossing import- 
ance does the object assume ! How is it magnified 
when viewed through the distorted medium of our 
earth-bound minds and hearts! And yet, my 
Brethren, in what light is it that the present world 
should appear of any real importance ? Is it as a 
state of being which lasts its threescore years 
and ten" — is it as a time for a man to get him a 
name, or plant a family, or build him a nest, or 
spread his roots wide and deep? My Brethren, 
the verdict, not of God's Word only, but of man's 
experience, yea, even of the wisest of the sons of 
men, is : " Weighed in the balances and found 
wanting" — "Vanity of vanities," saith the preacher, 

H 2 
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all is vanity.'* Oh ! no, it is eternity which gives 
time its importance — it is the knowledge that this 
vapour, this short tale of life is the trial state, the 
seed-time, the day of grace, for an existence which 
shall have no end, that redeems our present life from 
insignificance. And yet so perverse is man that 
they regard time most who think least of eternity. 
And man, busy, feverish, care-worn man carries 
even in his wrinkled brow and furrowed cheek 
the marks of the value which he sets on time — 
he frets and fumes — he gives not sleep to his 
eyes nor slumber to his eyelids — he debars him- 
self from the domestic and social happiness with- 
in his grasp, because he mil clip the wings which 
riches make to themselves a little shorter — ^he ivUl 
be a greater, a richer man. 

But, my dear Hearers, although perhaps there 
may be few here who have ever yet been called 
upon to look eternity full in the face, and to 
look back, upon time, in some extremity of sick- 
ness or disease — yet, if possible, and as far as you 
can, imagine, try to realize, the light in which the 
objects for which you are now toiling and slaving, 
and bearing the burden of worldly anxiety, will ap- 
pear when the time draws near that you must die- 
Suppose, for a moment, that all your anxious wishes 
have been realized, your anxious struggles, to agreat 
extent, repaid — suppose wife and children are 1^ 
in competency and ease — suppose busine«^^JM|^ 
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gone prosperously, and you even leave a name 
behind you — oh! dear Brethren, conscience will 
then be weighing these things in far other balances 
than you have been wont to try them by ! There 
must, unless the conscience be indeed seared, and 
the soul indeed incrusted with the things of time 
and sense, there must be a something in meeting 
God which shall utterly annihilate the usiu-pation 
and pretensions of the present world ! 

Another cause of the anxiety and carefulness of 
which we are speaking is, practical distrust of God. 
I say practical distrust, for none, I would hope, 
within these walls, shut God in any sense out of 
His own world in theory and belief, by denying the 
truth of His over-ruling and special superintendence 
of our world. And professedly we most of us go 
further than this. All's for the best"— Well, it 
is God's doing," are frequently in the mouths of 
many of us, and more particularly when trial is 
not actually present, when anxiety is not pecu- 
liarly pressing. But let our prospects be a little 
blighted, our horizon a little darkened — ^let some- 
thing go, as we fancy, wrong, and we exclaim in 
despondency with him of old : " All these things 
are against me !" My Brethren, you may think 
I am calling it by a harsh name, but such feelings 
and tempers can only arise from practical distrust of 
God. Let me then entreat you, not only to insert 
the doctrine of our Heavenly Father's Providence in 
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your creed, but to strive that it may be written in 
your heart. Let me entreat you to bear in mind 
the golden, the unspeakably precious promises, 
which I have already recalled to you, and they are 
but a few choice flowers culled from the rich Eden 
of His word. And if you find anxiety still pre- 
vailing, if to-morrow's anticipated trials and 
wants will still add to the sufficient evils of to-day, 
each morning before you enter upon your round 
of labour and duty, each night that with despond- 
ing heart and perplexed mind you lie down to rest, 
let the latter part of the Sixth Chapter of St. Mat- 
thew be your medicine and comfort. You may 
read that Chapter for days and days, for years and 
years, and there shall still be in the few simple and 
touching verses with which it concludes, an inex- 
haustible fulness, an unfading freshness. Oh 1 
yes, those words of peace and comfort shall be as 
balm to thy world-tossed spirit, they shall sink 
as oil into thy bones. 

I can only name now one more cause of the 
evil which we are considering, and that is, the 
neglect of realizing our privilege as Christians. Yes, my 
Brethren, we forget our inheritance, we forget that 

godliness hath the promise of the life that now 
is" as well as of that which is to come," we for- 
get that the Christian has a Heavenly Father,*' 
who '*knoweth that" we **have need of these 
things," we forget the wondrous words of St. 
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Paul : All things are yours ; and ye are Christ*s ; 
and Christ is God's." Oh ! then, dear Brethren, 
when so rich a feast is spread before you in the 
Gospel promises, when to you, as a Christian, such 
an inheritance belongs, rob not, starve not, your 
souls. Choose not the thorny bed of worldly 
anxiety, when you may be pillowed upon " the 
everlasting arms." Although the ship may be 
tossed of the waves, and the waters rage horribly, 
yet remember that it is only when faith fails that 
Peter sinks. 

True, you may often be in extremity, but 
" man's extremity is God's opportunity/' The 
barrel of meal may be just wasting, the cruse of 
oil just ready to fail, but even now the windows of 
heaven are being unstopped, and you shall have to 
sing of the loving-kindness of the Lord. Only 
wait for Him — only trust in Him — only make 
God's time your time — only say : *^ Care thou for 
me:" ''Thy will be done:" — and plead the pro- 
mises through Christ Jesus. Was not Jacob in 
extremity when he passed over Jordan with his 
staff only, and had but the stones of the place for 
his pillow ? — ^but he returned with two bands. Was 
he not again in extremity when he exclaimed. 
''All these things are against me" ? — ^but they were 
all for him ! Was not Elijah in extremity when 
even Cherith was dry? — ^but there was a home 
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prepared for him at Zarephath. And I may now 
be addressing some who have come, as it were, to 
a point in their aflfiairs and little history — God has 
brought them to a certain point, but beyond that 
all is dim — they have no certainty before them 
(ah ! who has ?) — if such and such a plan succeed, 
if such and such a resource do not fail, all seems 
pretty clear — ^but in a gloomy hour something 
whispers, This plan may not succeed — this re- 
source may fail" — and what then ? What then ?" 
my Brother ! Are the promises blotted out ? Has 
anything unseated from his throne the unchange- 
able Jehovah who is your Heavenly Father ? Have 
you not yet left to you the Providence of God ? 
Oh ! remember, as Henry well observes, you can- 
not expect too little from man, or too much from 
God," Only be sure, as I said, that you are where 
God would have you, and only seek first the king- 
dom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you." 

And now, dear Brethren, how shall I tell you 
all, or one half of the evils that this anxiety 
CAUSES ? — especially as we do not confine it to 
the greater events of life, to matters and seasons 
which are really prominent in our history, but ex- 
tend it even to acknowledged trifles — when even 
the ordinary round of domestic life affords to the 
master and mistress of a household matter for 
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carefulness — ^when, literally, what we are to eat 
and drink, and wear, is made a care and trouble. 

My Brethren, the very essence of this anxiety is 
worldly-mindedness — it is one of the strongest and 
one of the commonest ties by which Satan binds us 
to earth. Unseen and eternal things are thrown 
into the background. And what renders the snare 
doubly dangerous and doubly successful is that 
men do not view it as a sin, but cloke it, even to 
themselves, under the specious names of prudence, 
industry, application to business, and care for 
their famih'es. And thus, although they are from 
day to day reminded by conscience that they 
really ought to think more of the things that be- 
long to their peace — although they always hold up 
a dim prospect of having leisure for religion and 
preparation for another world, to cheat themselves 
withal — ^yet they go on grovelling in the dust, be- 
coming more earth-bound and worldly from day to 
day, and every step of worldly advancement, every 
gain they acquire, is purchased at a proportionate 
retrograde and loss to their souls. Oh ! dear 
Brethren, houses and lands, estates and revenues 
are the all in all of men now, and the cares of life 
which these engender are more specious and fair 
than the pleasures of life wherewith others are 
ruined — but they form together a Scylla and 
Charybdis, between which you must steer, if you 
would .make your haven above. And it is as 
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painful to see the slave of worldly care toiling his 
weary round from hour to hour, as to see the giddy 
and the voluptuous rushing with mad mirth along 
their gayer path. Oh ! my Brethren, what will the 
wealth of India be worth at doomsday ? 

Another evil which I would mention — and I can 
do little more than mention it — ^is that this anxiety 
chills and cramps our benevolence^ charity^ and liberality. 
It puts to the usurer's the guinea that faith would 
have given to God. It knows nothing of lending 
unto God, it is a stranger to giving cheerfully. 
Whatever the income be, after present use, the rest 
is stored by for self and family and friends. It 
anticipates the day when what can now be spared 
will be wanted. It will not trust God. Oh ! my 
dear Friends, whatever the claims upon you, how 
limited soever the means you have to meet them, 
heaven is the best bank after all. 

And this over-anxiety not only freezes charity, 
but it engenders a closey illiberal spirit in all the deal- 
ings and transactions of life. It stands by its rights 
— it drives hard bargains — ^it exacts the uttermost 
farthing. I cannot spare it" — I cannot afford 
it" — I must not wrong myself and family," is its 
constant plea. Oh ! let not us, who are called 
Christians, gravSp after the " filthy lucre," the vain 
pelf of this world, as though it was really upper- 
most in our desires. Shame upon us ! We are 
not indeed called upon to shew carelessness nor 
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imprudence, but the line which separates between 
this spirit and chicanery, and even the taking of 
dishonest advantages, is very narrow indeed. 

But I must not dwell upon these points, or I 
shall be obliged to omit wholly the Ilird point on 
which I proposed to touch, which was, you recol- 

leCt, THE REMEDY WHICH THE APOSTLE PROPOSES 

Prayer and Thanksgiving. And, on this point, 
let us limit our view of prayer to its immediate 
connection with our subject — i. e. as a remedy 
against undue carefulness and over-anxiety. 

Prayer, then, as including blessings desired and 
sought, and also a deprecation of evils feared, 
(which is the idea of* Supplication,") and as joined 
with an acknowledgment of mercies past — ^this is 
our Remedy. Yes, be it what it may, it is the 
Christian's privilege to spread it before the Lord, 
as Hezekiah of old. And I would at once apply 
this practically. Whether some blessing desired, 
or some evil feared, be upon your minds and hearts » 
go not onltfy go not first to man for comfort and 
instruction. You may have dear relatives, kind 
friends, discreet and sound advisers, all willing, 
many perhaps able, to aid you — ^but go first to 
God : go to them only in dependence on Him. And 
when before Him, pour out your whole heart. Cloke 
not your over-anxiety, your practical distrust of 
Him, your worldly-mindedness, but oh! confess 
them all, mourn over them all ! And you shall 
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find a calm, and a stillness in heart-prayer (which 
is nothing else than to lie down in the everlasting 
arms," and to lean upon the bosom of Jesus, and 
to have the Spirit of peace descending upon you) — 
which shall soothe every grief and care to rest. If 
you cannot say from the heart : " Thy will be done," 
if your cry at best can only be, Lord, I believe, 
help thou mine unbelief" — ^yet pray on — and you 
shall find the spirit of prayer the spirit of peace 
and joy. And hide not the source of your anxieties 
from God, or let me rather say — strive not to hide 
it. Bring upon yoiu- spirit when you go to your 
knees the dear ones in whom yoiu- cares centre — 
give them in faith and prayer to God. And oh ! if 
you should be called on to leave them in a worldly 
sense ill-provided for, or even unprovided for, you 
shall know what it is to have the Providence of 
God as a refuge for them. And though your chil- 
dren be fatherless and your wife a widow, the God 
of the fatherless and the widow shall be true to His 
word. And if (as I do not know) — ^but if, I say, it 
be permitted to " the dead in Christ'' to look upon 
the world they have left, though you be absent in 
body, yet even in your foretaste of glory before the 
consummation of all things, you shall adore the 
faithfulness of Him who lies not nor repents, who 
forsaketh not the seed of the righteous. 

But there must be Thanksgiving mingled with 
yoiu- Prayer " and Supplication :" you are to 
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build on your experience as well as on faith — ^you 
are to draw your comfort and assurance, not only 
from God's Word, but from His actual dealings 
with yourselves. Remember what the Psalmist 
tells us — he said, in the depth of his distress : 

Will the Lord cast off for ever ? and will He be 
favourable no more ? Is His mercy clean gone for 
ever ? doth His promise fail for evermore ? Hath 
God forgotten to be gracious ? hath He in anger 
shut up His tender mercies But what follows ? 
— " And I said. This is my infirmity : but I will 
remember the years of the right hand of the Most 
High. I will remember the works of the Lord : 
surely I will remember Thy wonders of old. I will 
» meditate also of all Thy work, and talk of Thy 
doings." Yes, my Brethren, to read our own his- 
tory — at least, to look back upon God's share in it, 
is the best remedy for despondency and distrust. 
And oh ! as you review what God has hitherto 
done for you, remember that now " the Lord's 
hand is not shortened that it cannot save, neither 
His ear heavy that it cannot hear.'' You, in the 
midst of mercies, may have been untrue, and have 
fallen away grievously from Him, His mercies and 
blessings may have been abused, His chastening 
hand slighted, but He is the same unchangeable 
God still — His mercies fail not — He is patient, 
though provoked every day." 

And let me remind you that as the holy careless- 
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ness recommended in my text is to be accompanied 
with Thanksgiving, so nothing is more fatal to a 
thankful spirit than over-anxumsness of heart. Past 
mercies and blessings are lost sight of in restless 
feverishness about the future. Your anxiety too 
will spoil the present to you, for if to-day be with- 
out its care, you fetch it in from to-morrow. 

Oh ! then, thou that bearest the name of Chris- 
tian, let me, in conclusion, say to you : " Be careful 
for nothing!" Realize to yourself by frequent 
meditation on eternity the nothingness of time. — 
Begin your week's duties to-morrow by some real, 
honest, practical eflEbrt against this unhappy, this 
unworthy spirit. Begin your week by prayer 
against it, by prayer over the Chapter I have recom- 
mended to you. When you feel anxiety stealing 
upon you, cast your eye upon the humble teachers 
of the air and of the field, and go to your closet, or 
if that be, at the moment, impossible, lift up but a 
thought and prayer to your faithful God, and you 
shall be a happier man, and God will bless you for 
thus honouring Him. And remember your privi- 
lege as a Christian is to roll off all care upon Him. 
Remember the basket and the store of the godly 
never utterly faileth — it is minished and brought 
low, but never utterly faileth. 

But there are some here to whom this is all dull 
and unmeaning — others who are ready perhaps 
with a smile to say: This is all very well, very 
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fair talking, but it is but a picture, not a reality" — 
some who have not known what it is to have the 
Lord for their God. And they toil their round of 
business, and they press on with eager anxiety 
after the things of earth — but they bear the weight of 
their own care. My Brethren, you find that weight 
a heavy one. Many a feverish hour does it cause 
you — ^many a sleepless hour — ^many a gloomy hour 1 
Ah ! you know not what you are missing in keep- 
ing away from such a God as ours ! Come then to 
Him— come to Him through Jesus — and you shall 
be a pardoned, justified, accepted, saved child — 
the petty concerns of earth shall be shewn you in 
their true light — ^nor time, nor eternity shall alarm 
you. Blessed is the man whose God is the Lord ! 
There is no want to them that fear Him/' 
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«A FAITHFUL SAYING AND WORTHY OF ALL 
ACCEPTATION/' 



1 Timothy, i. 15 — This is a faithful saying j and 
worthy of all acceptation^ that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.^* 

Well nigh two thousand years ago the songs of 
angels ushered in this happy mom ! The multi- 
tude of the heavenl;^host'' that had bowed for ages, 
with ceaseless worship, before the throne of Jesus 
the Son of God, could not withhold their burst of 
melody and praise when Bethlehem's cradle held the 
Incarnate Deity : Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.'* And the 
strains linger yet upon earth, for the impress of 
heavenly peace and joy is yet upon this day, thus 
consecrated by angels, thus hallowed of heaven. 
Even the ruthless, godless, world has not imhal- 
lowed the Saviour's birth-morn. Yea, those who 
have never found for themselves a Saviour in 
" Christ the Lord,'' they who have never tasted 

* Preached on Christmas Day. 
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/or themselves the sweetness of the angels' tidings, 
consent to think of this day. Godless indeed is 
their mirth, their cheerfulness is **of the earth, 
earthy,'* but they yet associate joy and gladness 
with the return of this day. 

Yes, I say, the heavenly strains have not yet died 
away ; they linger yet over our world. Else why 
does the hardest, the most selfish heart melt, at 
least on this day, for the destitute, the starving, the 
houseless ? Why, at this season at least, does 
even the ice of fashion thaw before the genial 
warmth of domestic love ? Why do we look 
aroimd our fireside, and mourn if one chair, the 
chair of some loved one, be unfilled ? Why on this 
day does the son, thrown by stern duty from the 
parent hearth, return to taste a cup more full, more 
sweet, more rich, than any the world can oflFer the 
live-long year besides — an aged mother's kiss, a 
hoary father's embrace ? Yes — the father who has 
seen his nestlings leave him one by one for this or 
that scene of duty and business, who can only hear 
of them for twelve long months, must see them 
now, and if the son have become a father, the 
daughter a mother, the children's children must 
come too — not one must be wanting — on this glad 
day at least, all must be nursed upon their father's 
father's knee, all must, on this day, visit the parent 
nest. Oh ! in how many a happy home is this 

I 
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sweet picture being realized to-day ! Even with 
the world, it is home's own day. 

Must I sadden the picture? In how many a 
home are the father and his child, the mother and 
her darling ones this day met — ^for what ? To keep 
a feast to Jesus — but Jesus is not there f They have 
caught the letter from us, but they have lost the 
spirit ; it is Bethlehem's cradle without Bethlehem's 
babe. They have listened to the song of angels 
only to set it to a worldly tune. While they pro- 
fess to hail the birth of Jesus with joy and gladness, 
they are trampling upon His blood, crucifying Him 
afresh, neglecting His " great salvation." They 
walk not in His paths. He is no Saviour to them, 
they are practically, though not in name perhaps, 
the enemies of His cross. 

There may be such here. There may be those 
whom God has blessed with comfort and ease, and 
they intend to keep the feast; and an earthly feast, 
a feast of *'the bread that perisheth," they will 
keep. But it will be unto God vanity and mockery. 
And some of my poorer Brethren are here. They 
look to this season as one in which the hand of 
their richer neighbours will be bountiful to them, 
and will ease, for once at least, the pinch of po- 
verty. My Brethren, is this all you are seeking? 
is this all of which the return of this season reminds 
you? is it associated with nothing else in your 
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minds than giving and receiving? I call upon you, 
I call upon rich and poor, to listen to the words of 
an Apostle, to hear what St. Paul bids you remem* 
ber on a day when you are professing to celebrate 
your Redeemer's coming in the flesh: ''This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinner s.^^ 

Yes, Brethren, He came ** to save sinners." 
The day therefore on which He came should be to 
us sinners" a day of cheerfulness, of joy and 
gladness, but not of the mirth, the unhallowed 
mirth of this world. 

I propose then, as a suitable employment of our 
time this morning to consider^ 

I. The object of our Lord'a coming in the 

FLESH TO SAVE SINNERS," and 

n. His FITNESS and qualifications FOR THE 

WORK WHICH He came to perform. 

First then, the object of our Lord's coming, 
as declared by the Apostle, was, to save sin- 
ners." 

What then is a sinner necessarily lost ? does a 
sinner necessarily need salvation ? Yes — not dan- 
ger only, but death, eternal death, is '* the wages 
of sin." To be a sinner therefore is to be imdone, 
ruined, lost. Sin is the breach of God's law, it is 
enmity with God. It renders the sinner liable to a 
penalty, for the exacting of which a just and faith- 
ful God is pledged. It brings him under the wratb 

I 2 
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and curse of Him who is a consuming fire" and 
*'can destroy both body and soul in hell." Nor 
can there be mercy shewn to the sinner in any way 
which would involve the casting a slur upon the 
holy and perfect law which he has broken. Such 
is the eflFect of sin as regards the legal position of 
the sinner before God — ^his mouth is stopped — ^he 
is concluded under sin — he is guilty. 

But this is not all. Not only is the sinner's 
position before God that of a guilty, condemned 
criminal, but of a corrupt, an impure, a fallen 
creature. Sin once committed is a plague-spot 
to the soul. It is moral and spiritual death. 
The sinner is lost to holiness. He may not be 
wholly lost to worldly principle, he may have what 
the world would call a high tone of moral principle, 
he may, in this sense, be high-minded, upright, a 
man of integrity, but holy he cannot be ; holiness, 
as the image and impress of God, he can neither 
attain to nor love. He may declaim upon the 
beauties of virtue, he may be above vice of a de- 
grading, gross, or mean, character, but holiness, 
that is, virtue upon a principle of conformity with 
God's character, will, and law,^ has no charms 
for him, yea, is displeasing to him ; his heart 
rises in rebellion against it. He will either slight 
or forget a Holy God, or flatly throw down the 
gauntlet of defiance. 

This then it is to be a sinner: it is to be accursed. 
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and corrupt, it is to have the curse of the law upon 
the forehead, and the throne of the devil set up in 
the heart. 

And " the end of these things is death." Hell 
is sin's birth-place — it is the sinner's home. His 
own place" must be in that spot of the wide uni- 
verse which is most removed from God — and that 
is hell — ^yea, hell is hell, because it is at the fur- 
thest remove from God, heaven is heaven because 
God is there, because there they see His face." 
What should a sinner do in heaven — an impenitent, 
unpardoned, unchanged sinner ? Suppose, my 
Brethren, it were possible that such an one could 
wing his flight to the mansions of Deity — suppose 
that clad " as an angel of light" some such an one 
could knock at heaven's portals — he would loathe 
the inscription on each of those twelve gates :" 

Holiness to the Lord" — yea, ere he reached hea- 
ven^s outposts, the eternal chorus would burst upon 
his ear: Holy, Holy,Holy, Lord God Almighty !"— 
and he would cry with loathing and disgust : **This 
is no place for me !" No, Brethren, you may bid 

the wolf dwell with the lamb and the leopard 
lie down with the kid" — ^you may bid ^*the sucking 
child play on the hole of the asp," but you cannot 
carry an unchanged sinner to heaven, you cannot 
make an unchanged sinner love that holiness which 
is its atmosphere, or that Grod whose full presence 
makes it what it is. 
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What then is it to save a sinner ? It is to be 
made a curse for him and, as without shedding 
of blood is no remission," it is to die for him, it is 
to endure the wrath of God for him, it is to fulfil 
the law of God for him, it is to make him a new 
creature, to make him delight in what he has des- 
pised and hated, to make him hate what he has de- 
lighted in and loved — ^it is to make the Ethiopian 
change his skin, and the leopard his spots," it is to 
cry to him that is dead and bound in the grave- 
dothes of sin : " Come forth" — ^and to be obeyed. 
But more — it is, as the result and consequence of 
this, to pluck a brand from the burning, to rob 
Satan of his prey, to make meet for the inherit- 
ance of the saints in light." 

Oh ! Brethren, to save a soul from death — to 
bring a sinner to his God, to holiness, to heaven ! 
It is a mighty thing that the grave give up its 
tenant at a word — a mighty thing to say to the 
stonurtossed ocean : Peace, be still !" — a mighty 
thing to cast out Satan — a mighty thing to bid the 
lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb to sing — ^a mighty thing to say to the leper : 
" I will, be thou clean" — ^but it is mightier than all, 
to save a soul ! But this Jesus came to do. Yes, 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners" — yea, therefore was he called Jesus," 
because He should save His people from their 
sins." 
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But wherefore came He ''to save sinners"? 
what brought the Eternal Son from the throne to 
the cross ? What claim had man upon this hea- 
venly Saviour — man, a creature — man, a sinner ? 
Did the heart of man, when he fell, yearn so in 
penitence and love toward his oflFended God, as that 
he may be thought to have invited and drawn down 
thereby the compassion and sjrmpathies of that 
gracious Being? No, herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins." Any 
fancied claim of man's must for ever be annihilated 
by the simple and mournful fact that even now 
when salvation full and free, salvation exactly suit- 
ing his needs, salvation wrought out and finished, 
is offered to him, he refuses to receive it. Yea, 
not only does the mad and infatuated rebel too 
often oppose and blaspheme this ''great salvation," 
but men neglect it — ^yes, neglect and slight that 
which rescues from hell, that which brought to 
shame, and mockery, and death, Jehovah's fellow ! 

Grace then brought Jesus to the cross : He be- 
held Satan exulting over a ruined world, He saw 
hell yawning to engulph a world of immortal souls, 
and though as these myriads sunk to damnation, 
they might sink amid the tears, the pity, the sym- 
pathies of a universe, they must have sunk for 
ever. This, 'ere time was, the Eternal Son fore- 
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knew, foresaw, and yearned to save. And this 
eternal scheme of salvation, this purpose of match- 
less, inexhaustible grace, in *^ the fulness of time" 
has been developed and accomplished, for Christ 
Jesus" has come* * into the world to save sinners." 

But, Brethren, we must remark not only the 
depths of this eternal grace, but its wide extent. For 
what did this purpose of salvation embrace ? — ^no- 
thing less than a world — He " came'" (oh ! mark the 
universality of the expression) " to save sinners.'* And 
who are the sinners ? All have sinned" — There 
is none righteous, no not one" — There is no man 
that liveth and sinneth not." The entail of the fall 
is universal. Shew me a man, you have shewn 
me a sinner. Jesus then came to save sinners." 
He did not pick out here and there a child of Adam 
in whose heart corruption assumed a fairer, and 
milder, and more refined form, but he came to die 
for a world ; not to oblige a world to be saved, but 
to oflFer salvation to all. None had escaped the fall 
of the First Adam — to undo that the Second Adam 
came. For as by the ofience of one judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation, even so by 
the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life." Yea, the work of 
grace superabounds — The judgment was by one 
to condemnation, but the free gift is of many 
oflfences unto justification." 
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And this the angel-tidings told, for they were 
good tidings of great joy to all people'^ — the hea- 
venly host sang peace to earthy good- will to men. 
Let us now proceed in the Ilnd place to consider 

the FITNESS AND QUALIFICATIONS OF ChRIST JbSUS 
FOR THE WORK WHICH He CAME TO PERFORM. 

We have seen, my Brethren, what was the nature 
of that ruin which sin brought with it, what the 
saving a of sinner involves. We see therefore 
what qualifications He must have who comes to us 
as a Saviour. 

First, there is the curse to be removed, the 
broken law's penalty to be paid, and that penalty 
and curse the wrath of an Almighty God — there is 
a world's guilt to be washed away. And we know 
that the law's penalty is death, the law's demand 
vengeance, we know that sin can only be washed 
out by blood. 

But this Saviour has been made a curse for 
us" — this Saviour has shed His blood for us — this 
Saviour has blotted out the hand- writing against 
us. But how is this? — ^Whence the virtue of His 
cross ? — ^Whence the efficacy of His blood ? He 
who hangs upon that cross. He from whose hands 
and side the life-blood is streaming, bears the form 
of mere man ; I seem to trace in Jesus of Nazareth 
one ** made of a woman," a " Son of man" — I 
cannot lay my guilt there, I can have no faith in 
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the blood of man — ^nay, though an angel were 
dying for me, I should think the payment of an 
angel's life a ransom far too poor for a single soul. 
Stay, Sinner, turn not from the waters of Jordan 
in disappointment and distrust. The fountain of 
that blood is no angePs life — ^plunge, " wash and 
be dean," for that healing tide sets in from heaven, 
from Immanuel I Christ Jesus is Divine — the Son 
of God is God 1 Here is thy anchor. When you 
have torn Jesus from his eternal throne, when you 
have stripped His brow of the crown of co-equal, 
co-etemal, co-essential Deity, then. Sinner, you 
have silenced the angel tidings — ^you have spread 
darkness over this happy mom. The Gospel is a 
cheat — ^it is no Gospel — ^its tidings are not good, if 
the Gospel Saviour be not God. Then " the glori- 
ous Gospel of the blessed God" is a code of morals, 
a system of virtue. Then we will enrol Jesus amid 
a host of other martyrs, we will see nothing else in 
the scene of Calvary than a holy and virtuous man 
sealing his precepts with his blood. 

Brethren, Jesus is God or He is no Saviour for 
sinners — no Saviour for you, for me. Take Him 
from the throne, you take Him from the cross. 
Behold then in the Saviour bom this day " God 
manifest in the flesh" — the First and the Last — 
the great I Am ! 

But we have on a former occasion seen that the 
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removal of actual guilt, the procuring the pardon 
of actual transgression, is not enough to save ua. 
I have before shewn you that we must appear be- 
fore God as those who have not only not broken, but 
fulfilled His law. Nor need I now repeat how 
constant, how unerring, how sinless an obedience, 
is meant by fulfilling that law. Behold in the 
**holy, harmless, undefiled" fulfiUer of all righte- 
ousness, behold, Believer, One who has a robe of 
righteousness, pure and unsullied to bestow, where- 
with you may stand before your God. See One 
who has not only taken upon Himself your sins, 
but who has a righteousness that shall be imputed 
to you. 

But here perhaps the very glory of this salvation, 
the very fact that this Saviour is God himself, may 
seem to give room for doubt and difficulty. I 
am but flesh and blood — I am but the seed of a 
woman — ^how can a Divine being be my surety, my 
representative ? How shall God stand in the stead 
of man? Man sinned — man is cursed — must not man 
suffer?'* See then. Sinner, the rich fulness of this 
salvation ; see how Christ Jesus is your all-in-all ! 
He is indeed God — ^but He is indeed wan — foras- 
much as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the 
same." He is the Second Adam no less than ''the 
Lord from heaven." Here then every doubt must 
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vanish. Man sinned, and man suffers — but yet 
there is a Divine preciousness in that blood, a Di- 
vine worth in those sufferings. Oh ! the depths of 
the wisdom and love of God ! Here was the pro- 
blem — man must die for what man hath done, and 
yet man's death, man's blood cannot atone. See 
the problem solved in " God manifest in the flesh," 
in Jesus the Son of Mary, in Jesus the Christ of 
God ! The nature He has taken, though sinless, 
is human — this qualifies Him to stand as man's 
representative; the blood He sheds is Divine — 
this fits Him to be man's Saviour. Oh ! the 
completeness of Christ as a Saviour ! Oh ! the 
fulness of His work ! Measure, Brethren, your 
own needs — see what sin did for you — examine 
every symptom and feature of your disease — and 
then you have the exact measure of Jesus' sal- 
vation. 

And oh ! fear not to take home to your heart 
this truth of the very manhood of your Lord and Sa- 
viour. It is not as God only, any more than as 
man only, that He is your Saviour, Surety, and 
Redeemer. Remember, that as bone of your bone 
and flesh of your flesh, as the seed of the woman" 
He feels not only for but with you. There is 
a vast difference between feeling for and feeling 
with. I must not look at, nor read, nor hear 
only of another's trials, if I would feel tuith him — 
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no, that will only enable me to feel for him — 
but I must have like experience with him, ere true 
and full sympathy can arise. 

Oh ! then when Satan rages, when man casts 
down, go to Him who, though Satan found no- 
thing in Him, yet suffered being tempted He 
is indeed able to save thee when tempted. You 
" have not an High Priest who cannot be touched 
with the feeling of your infirmities. He " was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." 

Come" therefore boldly to the throne of grace," 
and you shall obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need." 

Such then are the qualifications, such the fitness 
of Christ Jesus for the work He came to perform. 
So full, so complete a Saviour is He — so precious 
His sacrifice, so perfect His obedience, so fully can 
He stand in the sinner's stead — ^as God, so Al- 
mighty is He to save — ^as man so ready, so able to 
sympathize. 

Once more — the salvation of Jesus is a present 
salvation. The Christian has not only a bright 
reversion in the heavens, but he is even now saved. 
And this in two ways. His bright inheritance is 
so surely his, that, as far as the promise and oath 
of God are concerned, he is as sure of it as if 
already in possession. •'To us who are saved,'' 
says St. Paul — again, " We are a sweet savour in 
them that are saved" The title deed is registered 
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in the archives of Heaven's chancery, traced in the 
blood of Jesus. But the Christian is in another 
sense saved even now, in a sense indeed intimately 
connected with and flowing into the other, Grace 
is beginning what glory shall perfect. He is saved 
from the power of sin, he is saved from the devil, 
he has escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust," and this through the indwell- 
ing of that mighty Spirit, whom Jesus hath pur- 
chased. The body which was degraded and defiled 
by the filthiness of sin is now the temple of the 
Holy Ghost. So, then, the Christian is even now, 
in some sense, saved. 

Thus, my Brethren, did Christ Jesus come into 
the world to save sinners" — thus was He sent of 
the Father to be the Saviour of the world." To 
this Saviour we keep a feast this day. There can 
be no question but that each one of you is included 
in those whom Jesus " came to save," for you are 

sinners." How then are you holding this feast ? 
is it to you a silly, senseless, earthly feast? Are 
there to be a few more dainties on your tables, my 
richer Friends — a few co^iforts in your homes, my 
poorer Hearers — ^and are you going this day, or on 
any other day of this season, to meet friends and 
kinsfolk and to be merry ? Well — there is nothing 
in the tidings which I have brought you, nothing 
in the tidings of the heavenly host to check joy, 
and happiness, and gladness. What ! shall it 
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make your Christmas gloomy to remember Christ ? 
Is salvation so dull a theme ? Is heaven so poor a 
home ? hell so insignificant, from which Jesus 
would redeem you ? Oh ! dear Hearers, go home 
each one and all, and bid Jesus to your feast ! Oh ! 
that this might be the birthday of Jesus in many a 
soul here ! Oh ! that many a lost sheep might 
this day return ! Oh ! that as you come up to the 
cradle of the Son of God this day, you might desire, 
like Simeon of old, to take the heavenly, the 
Saviour babe into your arms ! One only exclama- 
tion can result : Lord, now lettest thou thy ser- 
vant depart in peace !'* 

Brethren, what can you want that is not in 
Jesus ? Will you not then by faith make Him your 
own Saviour? How long, how often, in how 
many ways, has He been drawing to himself — 
drawing you *'with the cords of love"? Many 
waters have not quenched His love, neither have 
the floods drowned it. How often has the Spirit 
drawn you ! He has whispered " Come — ^how 
often has His Word drawn you, when some pro- 
mise, some warning, has been pointed at thy soul ! 
— ^how often has His minister bid you come to 
Him ! Oh ! Sinner, canst thou resist love, such 
love — the love of Jesus — the brightest manifesta- 
tion of the love of Him who is love'' ? Oh ! you 
may be stout-hearted against judgment — you may 
not quail under the terror of the Lord'* — ^but will 
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not the cradle, the manger, the cross, move you ? 
And you are not happy — oh ! no, you are wild, and 
mad, and intoxicated, and fevered — or you are 
slumbering under a false peace — but happy you are 
not — happy away from God ! from Jesus ! The 
river of time's pleasures is running at your feet, it 
is boiling, and bubbling, and swelling, as it flows — 
and the banks are smooth and flowery, and you 
stoop from time to time to slake your fevered 
soul — ^but the waters touch your lips only to rush 
in mockery by. Here is a well of life ! 

Oh ! dear Fellow-sinner, I implore you, be melted 
under the mercies of this day ! I will not, I can- 
not sound the trumpet of judgment in your ears to- 
day — we must linger around Bethlehem to-day. 
Oh ! by the mercies of God — by the strivings of 
His Spirit — ^by the blood of Jesus — ^by the joys of 
heaven — ^by all that should be dear to an immortal 
spirit, I beseech you go from this house to pray to 
Jesus — go from this house to your Saviour. Are 
you so madly bent upon your soul's ruin, so utterly 
infatuated and blinded by sin, as that you will 
resist Almighty love and perish ? And oh ! if 
you are going home to keep a Christless feast, let 
the hand that startled the mad Belshazzar's re- 
velry arouse thee, as it traces along the walls in 
which such a feast is kept — Mene, Mene, Tekel, 
Upharsin" — ''Weighed in the balances and found 
wanting !" 
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But, Christian Friends » I must turn to you — this 
is a happy feast for you. I need not tell you the 
principles, the first elements of these things — I 
need not tell you what brought the Son from 
the bosom of the Father — I need not give you 
the key to the mysteries of this day: ''Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners" — ^you 
have found in these simple, oft-repeated words, a 
richness, a fulness, an unfading freshness, that 
none but a Christian heart can know. You have 
laid hold of the truth for yourself ^ for you have 
added with the Apostle: ** Of whom I am chief J"* 
Have you often dwelt on these few words ? I com- 
mend them to you again, for sure I am you have 
not yet sounded their depths, nor ransacked their 
riches. It is marvellous how such an old, plain, 
familiar statement will sometimes refresh the 
soul. Sometimes faith fails, memory haunts you 
with the sins of youth, of a past life, and you 
begin to waver. What am / cleansed ? have I not 
been crying * Peace, peace,' to deceive my soul ? 
Surely, I have been too hasty, too presumptuous — • 
I have underrated my sins — have forgotten their 
peculiar grossness — there was something so shame-* 
less, so deep, so deadly in them." Oh 1 in such a 
moment as this, just as Satan is triumphing, con- 
science amazed, the law reviving — the Spirit of 
God whispers, Christ Jesus came into the world 

K 
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to save sinners" — and all is confidence, assurance, 
peace ! 

Perhaps, the text is old and familiar ; it seems 
elementary, fit for the beginner, the newly- 
awakened convert — ^and the Christian must go on 
to perfection, to deeper things* His growing 
strength, his maturer views, must have strong 
meat." Oh yes, this is true — he must go even 
now, in vision to " the new Jerusalem," and mark 
well her bulwarks" — he must gaze with rapture and 
amazement upon the throne of God and Jesus at 
the right hand of God — ^the new heaven — the new 
earth— as the angel of the Apocalypse withdraws 
for a moment the veil of heaven and eternity. He 
must well nigh forget earth, as he listens to 
heaven's ceaseless song, and essays to count the 
countless hosts in glory. Yea, the deep things of 
God and of eternity, are, in some sense, even now 
his portion — ^but has he forgotten the lesson of my 
text ? — No — ^rather, when he has strained his mind 
to its utmost grasp — ^when to gaze into the third 
heaven has well nigh dazzled his yet mortal eye — 
when his ears are sinking under the voice of many 
waters and the voice of the great thunder — then 
does he fall back in calm repose upon that lesson 
which first brought peace to his soul, that voice 
which first brought him to Jesus — " Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners !" 
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John, xix. 30 — It is finished.'* 

Hear it, ye Heavenly Sentinels, ye Cherubim that 
keep the tree of life !'* — thenceforth man eats and 
lives for ever. Hushed be thy curse, thou stem^ 
accusing Law ! — ^for "it is finished V ; Jesus is 
" made a curse" for man. Boast not, exclusive 
Jew! — ^here " in one body" are Jew and Gentile 
reconciled, the "wild olive" grafted in. Peace to 
thy clamours. Conscience — there is no condemna- 
tion in Christ Jesus :" " It is finished !" 

Brethren, how intense the emphasis, how preg- 
nant the meaning of these words — these words, the 
death-cry of Jesus ! For three long hours of agony 
and shame, the sun had palled his face, and hurried 
the veil of an untimely night over Calvary's myste- 
rious and awful scene — ^but now, as one brief word 
proclaims that scene's accomplishment, the sun- 
dered vail, the quaking earth, the riven rocks, the 

k2 



Digitized by Google 



132 



IT IS FINISHED." 



bursting tombs, bid us mark that cry and ponder 
well its meaning. What does it proclaim? It 
tells us indeed that the Man of sorrows'* has 
drained His bitter cup to the dregs: the call **I 
thirst" had fulfilled the last remaining prophecy of 
the Zmn^ Redeemer's sufferings, and Jesus bowed 
His head, and gave up the ghost." But this is 
but a small part of the full and pregnant meaning 
of His death-cry, so manifold an accomplishment 
and completion does it declare ! 

It is finished !" Let us, Brethren, meditate 
with solemn feelings upon these words. And oh ! 
may that Spirit whose richer outpourings have 
thus been purchased for us, direct and bless our 
meditations. May He enable us by the key of His 
Word to unlock the rich storehouse which our text 
contains. 

I propose then I., to ascertain distinctly, as far 
as may be, the full meaning of these words, 
and to proceed II., to their practical applica- 
tion. 

What then was now " finished" ? Of what does 
Jesus, as He bows His head, announce the accom-r 
plishment and completion ? 

First then, as I have already said, these words 
declare that the Redeemer's sufferings werr 
finished. He was indeed yet again to tabernacle 
for a short space on earth, when He should have 
risen again from the dead, but His sufferings were 
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over. During the forty days that His risen body 
was upon earth, Jesus, for reasons unknown to us, 
but doubtless reasons of wisdom, shewed Himself 
no more openly ; He taught no more daily in the 
temple ; He exposed Himself no more to persecu- 
tion, gainsaying, or contempt, but manifested Him- 
self to His chosen witnesses. And therefore we 
read of no more sufferings as endured by Him ; 
they were finished. " And He was to die no 
second death ; the purpose for which He suffered 
required no second offering, no second blood-shed- 
ding; it was " finished." 

Let us not think, Brethren, that it was only in 
the garden, in the judgment-hall, or on the cross 
that Jesus suffered — to take upon Him our nature 
must have been suffering to the Son of God. 
To sojourn in our world, fallen and sin-stricken, 
would be suffering to an angel, how much more to 
Jesus ! Had He been indeed one like ourselves, a 
sinner, had the taint of Adam's corruption soiled 
His purity. He had been happier among Adam's 
sinful children and in a world accursed for Adam's 
sin, but His very holiness must have made His 
every intercourse with sinners suffering. He 

went about" indeed "doing good" — He was 
come as the good Shepherd" into the wilderness 
to seek the wandering sheep, but a wilderness it 
was to Him. He was come as the good Physician 
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to bind up and heal, but the " wounds and bruises 
and putrifying sores" of sin were on every side, 
and as He walked the vast moral hospital of our 
earth, surely the very air was suflfering to Him 
who came from the bosom of the Father. The 
smile of compassion indeed, the smile as of the 
father running to meet his returning prodigal, 
the smile of glad welcome to the bruised and 
broken-hearted, the smile of boundless and unut- 
terable love, as He took the little children into His 
arms and blessed them — these smiles were ever 
beaming upon the face of Jesus, but the smile of 
other pleasure, the voice of mirth, of these we 
never read. Sin alas ! is now the qualification for 
earth's happiness, and Jesus was holy, harmless, 
undefiled." 

Remember, Brethren, too, the tears of sorrowing 
mercy, the yearnings of boimdless love, over the 
rebellious city. These point us to another flood- 
gate of suffering in Jesus' soul. He knew that 
those whom He came to save were filling up the 
measure of their iniquities by His rejection — He 
knew that Cut them down !'* was even now the 
sentence of outwearied mercy — He kn«w the hea- 
ven they were forfeiting, the hell into which they 
were rushing — He had prized their immortal souls 
at a boundless price, even His own blood — and 
they would not come to Him that they " might 
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have life." Was not this suffering to Jesus? 
Hundreds, thousands, each an immortal spirit, re- 
fusing to " escape the damnation of hell 1" 

Say then, Brethren, was the traitor's kiss the 
signal for the sufferings of the " Man of sorrows ?'* 
or shall we date them from the prayer of agony ? 
Rather was not life itself^ life in man's nature, life 
in a world of sinners, life amid those on every side 
who were careless of the bursting thunder-cloud of 
eternal vengeance, a life of rejection, of persecu- 
tion, of shame, a life of endurance of " the contra- 
diction of sinners" — was not this suffering ? But 
turn to the closing, crowning scene, the scene of 
Calvary — ^that passion which was the sacrificial 
atonement for the sins of the whole world. I de- 
sire not. Brethren, with enticing words of man's 
wisdom" to harrow up your minds by making a 
tragedy of the solemn, the awful, the stupendous 
scene — it is too holy ground ! But yet I would 
lead you to ponder on the sufferings of Jesus. And 
how will you measure them ? Will you measure 
them by seme alone ? — though even thus what sor- 
row will ye find like His sorrow ? Will you think 
of the mocking ? — (Brethren, I give you the simple 
detail of God's Word without my colouring) — ^will 
you think of the buffeting, the blindfolding, the 
blasphemy, the mingled mockery and cruelty of 
that crown, of the accumulated, the concentrated 
agony of a death most agonizing, most lingering, 
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most accursed — and will you then say that you 
have weighed the sufferings of Jesus? You 
will have taken the Ughtest part. Oh! it was 
not these, not one nor all of these, even in the near 
prospect of them, that dictated that prayer : Fa- 
ther, if Thou be willing, remove this cup," No, 
there is one cry that tells the sufferings of Jesus, 
and that cry is a depth of mystery to you and 
me : My God, my God, why hast Thou for- 
saken me ?" Till you have weighed the meaning 
of that cry, you have not approached the sum of 
the sufferings of Jesus. No voice from heaven 
now marks out the Beloved Son in whom the Fa- 
ther was well pleased" — the Baptismal Dove 
hovers not around the cross — there is a cry of bitter 
anguish : " My God, my God, why hast Thou /or- 
saken me ?" ! And why that cry ? My Brethren, 
I have said there is an unfathomable depth of mys- 
tery in it, but yet we may understand somewhat 
both the reason of its utterance, its meaning, and 
its bitter intensity, when we realize to our minds 
the true position of Jesus as He hung upon the 
cross. Remember, it was as man*s covenant 
Surety, as man's appointed and accepted Saviour; 
Remember, that though Himself had done '^no 
sin, neither was guile found in His mouth," He 
hung there in the sinner's stead, was wounded for 
the sinner's transgressions, and bruised for the 
sinner's iniquities. He needed not to offer sacri- 
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fice for His own sins," but He had taken man's 
place. He had voluntarily engaged to suffer in 
man's stead, and therefore^ because He hung upon 
the accursed tree in man's room, was His Father's 
face hidden from Him, therefore^ and in this sense, 
namely, in His capacity of Surety, Substitute, and 
Saviour, was He forsaken of His God. The accu- 
mulated guilt of a world of which every generation 
and each sinner of every generation was guilty and 
accursed before God, this, I say, was there — and 
the Father withdrew the shining of His counte- 
nance, the Father forbore the tokens of His good 
pleasure ! But oh I the anguish of that crowning 
point of anguish — the suffering of that moment in 
which the cup of suffering ran over — the depth of the 
intensest sorrow even of the " Man of sorrows" — 
who shall tell? No, my Brethren, you cannot 
weigh that cry, and till you have weighed it, think 
not you have estimated the sufferings of Jesus. 
The scourge, the buffeting, the gall, the cross — all 
this was nothing, all this tells nothing, beside that 
cry, My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me?"! 

But these sufferings were now over — It is 
finished," told that the cup was drained ! 

But this is but a small part of the full meaning 
of our text, for it tells, I observe, H., that God's 

ETERNAL PURPOSE OF MERCY AND SALVATION TO- 
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WARDS MANKIND WAS NOW DEVELOPED AND ACCOM- 
PLISHED. 

Here too, Brethren, we tread on mysterious 
ground. Let us take the Word of God as a lamp 
unto our feet and a light unto our paths. The 
Mediatorial scheme was an eternal scheme, for its 
very key-stone is the Lamb of God" " slain 
before the foundation of the world." The scenes of 
Calvary were but the development of that "purpose" 

in Christ Jesus" which was eternal," which 
lay conceived, matured, and fixed in the bosom of 
that Omniscient to whom is no hidden, unfathomed 
future. They were " wicked hands" that crucified 
and slew " the Lord of life," but He was " delivered 
by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God*' — 
" the Son of man" went as was determined." 

The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers 
were gathered together against the Lord and against 
His Christ" — ^but it was ''to do whatsoever Thy 
handy^* O God, " and Thy counsel determined be- 
fore to be done." Before man skined to need a 
Saviour, before man lived to sin, mercy and 
truth" had " met together," righteousness and 
peace " had kissed each other" in the eternal Gos- 
pel of the Son of God. 

And this scheme was now completed; it was 
" finished." Four thousand years since our world's 
infancy, since the sinner's fall, had the trumpet 
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note of preparation been sounding, waxing louder 
and louder until the appointed Saviour, the fore- 
ordained Lamb, the desire of all nations" came. 
He trod the appointed road — He drank the cup 
mixed for Him — ^He paid the price — He fulfilled 
the requirements of the law — ^He broke down the 
partition- wall of exclusive privilege between Jew 
and Gentile — He finished transgression — ^He made 

an end of sins" — ^He made " reconciliation for 
iniquity" — ^He brought in everlasting righteous* 
ness" — ^He opened heaven : " It is finished !" The 
call was henceforth : " Come, for all things are now 
ready !" The testator was on the point to die, the 
testament would now be of force. 

Mark, then, Brethren, the position of man — ^a 
" state of salvation" — ^he is a prisoner of hope. 
He is placed with the door of heaven wide open 
before him, a title secured, meetness for it offered. 
He was guilty— the ransom is paid : he was fallen — 
the law of his God shall be put in his mind and 
written in his heart. To be righteous in law and 
holy in heart were the whole of his needs — here is 
a purchased pardon, a justifying righteousness, the 
sanctifying Spirit. As unrighteous he is undeserv^ 
ing heaven — as xmholy he is unfit for it. As righte- 
ous in the Gospel righteousness, put on by faith, he 
has right to pluck of the tree of life — as changed 
and sanctified he relishes its fruits. And these 
things are his through the bloodshedding of the 
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cross, through the obedience of Jesus unto the 
death. 

You see then, Brethren, that henceforth God's 
design of mercy to the sinner is fully executed and 
developed. Whatever may have been in the mys- 
terious dealings and plans of God, the prospective 
and anticipatory benefits of the fore-ordained sacri- 
fice and atonement to those who could only desire 
to see these last days," now at least all is so far 
clear that the cross of Jesus proclaims to a sinful 
world that God willeth not the death of the sinner, 
that every obstacle to the sinner's peace and recon- 
ciliation with God is, on God's part, removed, and 
that salvation is brought home to the sinner's door. 
Henceforth all hard thoughts of God, all ungodly 
speeches that ungodly sinners have ungodly spoken 
against Him, are stopped, for He hath " so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." Henceforth man is not 
forced to be saved, he is not forced to heaven 
against his will, but if he perish, it is as the de* 
spiser of the cross of Jesus and of the eternal pur- 
pose of mercy therein developed and executed. He 
perishes a self-destroyer, the suicide of his soul. 
It is indeed a mysterious plan, clouds and thick 
darkness surround the Saviour's cross, but through 
them all, with undimmed and dazzling bright- 
ness, shines the sun of eternal and boundless mercy. 



Digitized by Google 



IT IS FINISHBD." 



141 



Here is pardon, here is salvation, and that is enough 
for man — a salvation nnthout price for him who 
has no price to bring — a gift for him who has no 
merit wherewith to earn — a salvation full and 
finished for him who has not a mite to cast into the 
scale — a salvation wide enough for all, for a world 
of sinners. 

And this was now " finished." Henceforth 
" Believe and live*' was the sinner's part. The cry 
that told that the sufferings of the victim were over 
told that salvation was wrought out for man. So 
then it is a cry of triumph — the Redeemer's satis- 
faction at " the travail of his soul." And doubts 
less the cry rose to the courts of heaven — doubtless 
the myriad angels that had hung entranced with 
wonder over the cradle of the infant Jesus, who had 
marvelled at each step of His career of mercy along 
our world, who at each step had gazed with a more 
rivetted intensity — doubtless, I say, as "It is 
finished" proclaimed that the lyork was done, as it 
unfolded to the full the eternal purpose of so 
boundless grace— oh ! yes, doubtless they struck a 
fuller, louder note upon the golden strings, doubt- 
less there pealed a fuller, louder strain to Jesus 
their God — to Jesus the Son of Man — to Jesus the 
Saviour of sinners ! Already would bright visions 
of the wondrous attraction of that cross break in 
upon their minds, already would they long to wel- 
come to an eternal fellowship of glory the thou- 



Digitized by Google 



142 



IT 19 FINISHED." 



sands who must melt before that cross, who must 
wash their robes in that blood, already would they 
anticipate the peopling of heaven by the constrain- 
ing power of so matchless love. 

And the signal of a finished salvation for man 
would be heard in hell, would be as fuel to its 
flames. It was the voice of the stronger than 
Satan, it told of mercy to the fallen, of ransom for 
his bondsmen, of hope for his captives, it shook 
his empire to its centre. And as the crimson 
banner of mercy waved from the cross of Jesus, 
victory was upon it, and the legions of the ene- 
mies of God and man shrunk back in dismay as it 
was unfurled ! 

Once more — the words of our text declare that 

THE TYPES OF THE LAW AND THE PROPHECIES 
WHICH POINTED TO THE COMING, THE LIFE, THE 
DEATH, AND SACRIFICE OF JeSUS, WERE NOW ACCOM- 
PLISHED. The proclamation of the New Covenant 
must be the vanishing away of the Old, the antitjrpe 
must set aside the type, the substance supersede 
the shadow. Sinai must yield to Calvary, ** the 
ministration of condemnation" to ^* the ministra- 
tion of the Spirit,'' and " of righteousness.'' " The 
blood of bulls and of goats" need no more flow, 
for by one offering were the sanctified in Christ 
Jesus for ever perfected. The blood of bulls and 
of goats" could never " take away sin," could never 
speak peace to the guilty conscience ; but now the 
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sins of the world were removed, peace was pro- 
claimed by the blood of the cross. The provision 
of the Covenant traced in that precious blood was 
remission of sins, and where remission of these 
is'* why any more offering for sin ?" Man was 
no longer under a schoolmaster, for He to whom the 
schoolmaster pointed was come. It is finished" 
then proclaimed that the last days" were come, 
the days not of the law, but of grace. 
But more — many a prophecy had had its 

ACCOMPLISHMENT. 

How much had three and thirty years unlocked ! 
Say, ye " goodly fellowship of Prophets," ye that 
as ye spake of Jesus searched even yourselves the 
meaning of the Spirit — on how many a prediction 
is "It is finished" written ! Say, Jacob, is not 
"Shiloh" come? Say, Moses, is not this thy 

Prophet"? Say, thou gifted yet graceless Ba- 
laam, is not this thy " Star" ? Come, sweet 
Psalmist of Israel, thou Prophet David, come to the 
cross — ^witness that " It is finished," as thou gazest 
upon the soldier's lots for the seamless coat, upon 
the vinegar, the gall — ^listen to that cry: "My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?" Wit- 
ness, thou son of Amoz, that thine all but historic 
prophecies are " finished" here — behold Immanuel, 
the virgin's child ! — see the rod and branch from 
Jesse's stem! — see the opened eyes — cry "It is 
finished," in the deafs unstopped ears! — ^behold. 
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the lame man leaps ! — the dumb is singing " It is 
finished," with the first accents of his loosened 
tongue! — ^have we not here thy "Man of Sor- 
rows" — is not this the ''despised and rejected" 
One? — ^He is " oppressed," He is *' afflicted," yet 
He opens not His mouth — the wicked are on his 
right hand and on his left — ^with the rich man of 
Arimathsea is his tomb. Daniel, draw near to 
Messiah's cross, cry It is finished" as He is " cut 
off!" Micah, from despised Bethlehem is the Ruler 
come! Behold, O Haggai, the greater glory of 
the latter house," as Jesus treads its courts ! 
Take up the palm and straw thy garments, Zechar- 
riah, in the way, for the ass and the ass's foal bear 
Zion's king ! — and now they " look on Him whom 
they have pierced." Behold, O Malachi, thy " Sun 
of Righteousness !" Brethren, the goodly fellow- 
ship of the Prophets" look with admiring eye from 
Jesus' cradle to His cross, from Bethlehem to Cal- 
vary, and with one loud acclaim do they re-echo 
His dying cry : Yes, " it is finished !"* 

Yes, Brethren, He who in time past spake 
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by His Son." He who for 



* See Genesis, xlix. 10 — Deuteronomy, xviii. 15 — Numbers, 
xxiv. 17 — Psalms, xxii. 18; Ixix. 21 ; xxii. 1 — Isaiah, vii. 14; 
xi. 1 ; XXXV. 5, 6 ; liii.3, 7, 12, 9— Daniel, ix. 26— Micah, v. 2 — 
Haggai, ii. 9— 2eehariah, ix. 9 — Malachi, iv. 2. 
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ages commanded the t3rpical blood to flow and was 
pleased with a tjrpical ritual, hath cast our heritage 
upon the blessed days in which the fulness and 
substance of those things is revealed to us which 
kings and prophets and righteous men in vain de- 
sire to see. The preparatory scheme and dispensa- 
tion is over ; not, Brethren, because it failed or 
disappointed the plans and purposes of Him who 
framed it, but because it was ever intended but as 
the scaffolding to the true temple. The Gospel was 
always to comcj " the Gospel," it has been well 
said, lay hid in the Law, the Law lies open in 
the Gospel." The Gospel was not the substitu- 
tion of one remedy for another, still less the substi- 
tution of one religion for another, in the strictest 
sense of that term, it was the development, the 
execution of an eternal plan, to prepare for which, 
to shut men up to which, the Law had made a 
little entrance.* But now that that which was per- 
fect was come, the scaffolding was taken down, and 
It is finished," even the cry of Jesus from that 
cross, in which type and prophecy met, proclaimed 
that types had ceased, and that prophecy was ac- 
complished. 

And now, my dear Hearers, having endeavoured, 
as time permitted, and as God has enabled me, to 

* Romans, v. 20. " No/uoc vapeuriiXeey:* " T^e law made a 
little entrance" — See Doddridge, in loco. 

L 
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ascertain somewhat fully and definitely the mean- 
ing of these words, let me proceed to their prac- 
tical APPLICATION. 

"It is finished!" Are Jesus' sufierings over? 
Is Heaven's eternal purpose of salvation now exe- 
cuted? Are types and shadows over? Is pro- 
phecy accompUshed ? Then Come, for all things 
are ready I" The Law invited to the feast — the 
Gospel tells you that it is now spread. Christ 
our passover" is slain — Christ our scapegoat has 
home away our sins — this is our day of atonement. 
Are we then saved ? Have we put forth the hand 
of faith to grasp, to apply, to realize this finished 
salvation for ourselves ? Or are we neglecting " so 
great salvation The gate of heaven flew back 
for ever as Jesus uttered his dying cry — ^it stands 
wide open for every sinner in this house ! We have 
received the ministry of reconciliation'' to your 
souls, as ambassadors for Christ," even a dying 
Redeemer, we pray you, be ye reconciled to 
God." There is nothing but unbelief, unbelief of 
the message this day delivered you that can shut 
you out of heaven. Ye are prisoners of hope, 
turn you to the strong hold !" Are there excep- 
tions, are there those for whom there is not a full 
and finished salvation ? Where ure they ? Who. art 
they ? Where is the clause in the Gospel that renders 
any a prisoner of despair ? There are deep mys- 
teries into which rash man would dive, even the 
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unfathomable mysteries of God's eternal decrees 
and purposes, and he brings out the tremendous 
conclusion that Grod willeth the sinner's death! 
Brethren, we have not so interpreted the cross of 
Christy nor His death-cry : * * It is finished ! " No- 
no — ^thanks be to God ! — we are not called upon to 
search His counsels, to dive into His purposes, but 
we are called upon to cry : " It is finished !" to 
every creature." The road to heaven is narrow, not 
so its gates. "Come," then, "for all things are 
ready !" Are you waiting till you have fewer sins 
to bring ? — till your tears of penitence have lessened 
the stain of bygone years ? Are you waiting till 
an amended morality of life, a forsaking of some 
grosser habits, a fancied purpose of amendment, 
shall better qualify you for the Grospel Saviour ? 
Ah ! Brethren, at the foot of the cross, and there 
alone, must your tremendous catalogue of sin be 
wiped out — here must your tears fiow as the cleans- 
ing streams, not of those tears, but of Jesus' life 
blood, purge your every stain — here must your 
purposes and resolutions for virtue and holiness be 
formed — here must you renounce sin. 

Look then hither, look to the cross of Jesus up- 
raised before your eyes, look to " Christ evidently 
set forth as crucified among you" — and be ye saved 
by His finished salvation. And remember " it is 
finished.'' It is not that you are now in a more 
advantageous position for compounding with God, 

L 2 
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or that a negociation is opened by which heaven 
may be purchased — it is purchased^ the price is 
paid ! It is not that a part of the price is put into 
your hand — a full title is offered ! If then you are 
seeking to qualify, to fit yourself for Christ, you 
are forgetting or gainsaying His cry: "It is 
finished." You are acting as if He had put matters 
in a train for you to reach heaven instead of com- 
pleting His work, and if therefore you arrive at any 
hope at all, it will be a patchwork hope, a hope part 
grace, part work, of which God knows nothing — 

the rent" will be " made worse." These then 
are gracious words. But oh ! they should arouse 
and alarm us too. Yes, Brethren, it is finished." 

There remaineth no more offering for sin,'* " the 
last days^^ are come. There is no refuge beyond 
the Gospel ; it is a question of salvation thus, or 
not at all. The cross of Jesus is the^uZZ and final 
manifestation of God's mercy to a sinful world. 
The flood must overwhelm him who is out of this 
ark. Men dream of mercy out of Christ, they can 
risk their eternal all upon a chance of mercy in 
some other way, though no hint of such a chance 
is to be found in God's word. They think of Him 
who is a consuming fire" to the impenitent as 
such an one as themselves, who will at last be per- 
suaded, so merciful is He, to let them off*; they 
would have mercy make God a liar ! But their 
hopes shall perish ! The frail bark may bear them 
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tipon the waters now, but the storms of judgment 
shall sink it for ever ! — it is a self-devised — a self- 
prepared ark. Brethren ! be warned — salvation out 
of Christ there is none. 

But oh! one and all, realize to yourselves, 
ponder over, the blessed words of the text, 
as ye go from this house of prayer, and through- 
out the rest of this day. Realize, Sinner, that 
Jesus from His cross of agony and shame turns 
to thee this day an eye beaming with pity and 
with love. He points thee to His wounds, and 
though there is scarce a reproach in His eye as it 
rests upon thee, yet does He not seem to say : 
" This was for thee'' ? As His life-blood trickles 
from hands and feet, does' He not seem to say 
to thee, "Canst thou, thou for whom it is shed, 
trample upon this my blood — canst thou tear open 
afresh these wounds endured for thee'*? And 
though for three protracted hours of exhaustion 
and of anguish He has hung there, yet He will not 
yield up His spirit, He will not die, till He has as- 
sured thee that It is finished," that thy salvation 
is purchased, and heaven opened. In one short 
word he assures thee of the effect of His work. 
Wash then, O Sinner, and be clean ! Believe and 
live, fling not thy soul away! When all 'Ms 
finished," be not thou unsaved ! Welcome I wel- 
come to the cross ! 
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Job, xxii. 21 — Acquaint now thyself mith Him^ and 
be at peace.'' 

Peace — sweet, magic, heavenly word ! Where does 
it dwell? It bloomed of old in Eden amid its 
kitidred flowers of holiness and love and joy — it 
blooms ever in unfading freshness amid the Para- 
dise of God, watered by the streams of the river of 
life, and sunned by the countenance of Deity — ^but 
does it bloom on earth ? does it bloom for man ? 
Shall we seek it in the crowded city, in the mart 
of business, in the halls of boisterous merriment, or 
in the giddy and distracting whirl of more refined 
and elegant pleasure ? Surely each of these an- 
swers, " It is not in me." In each and all of these 
excitement is the very mainspring by which they 
move, and there is intoxication in every draught of 
the strong and mixed wine-cup which they offer. 

But there is peace in nature. Yes — she has her 
still, calm spots, far from " the busy hum of men'' 
amid the barriers of " the everlasting hills " — these, 
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as she tints them with the grey hues of morning, 
or the soft, full glow of twilight, speak of peace, 
and even man — busy, restless, feverish, sinful man, 
as he gazes, seems to remit his fever, and to catch 
something of calm and peace. But is there peace 
for man ? Or does not the sweet word mock the 
being whose brow is ever wet with the sweat of his 
Maker's curse ? Does it not mock the slave of this 
world's toilsome service, whether that world has 
bound him with the iron chain of care, or the gilded 
fetters of pleasure and vanity ? What knows he 
of peace with whom prosperity is but multiplied 
anxiety, and whose very home (where, at least, he 
might have looked for domestic peace and joy) is 
but too often the scene of boisterous tempers, tur- 
bulent passions, and disappointed hopes ? Alas ! 
there is no peace for man, or if there be, it is not 
for him, as he is the heir of sin and sorrow and the 
curse, but in as far as brighter hopes have been 
revealed to him, and the removal of sin, the enemy of 
all peace, the removal both of its penalty and power, 
is secured. For why has man no peace? There is but 
one class of beings in the wide universe of creation 
which is necessarily shut out from peace, but they 
are shut out from it by a law as unalterable as the 
God who framed it, and by a principle in His moral 
and spiritual government which is irreversible and 
eternal : The wicked are like the troubled sea, 
when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and 
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dirt. There is no peaccy saith my Grod, to the 
udcked.** 

Sin then, my Brethren, is the destroyer of your 
peace and mine, for there was nought but peace in 
a sinless world ; and sin is nothing else than 

transgression of the law" of our God, and aliena- 
tion from His image and knowledge. If then sin, 
the destroyer of our peace, be alienation from God, 
the recovery of that peace is only to be sought in 
deliverance from sin, and in a return to the know- 
ledge and love of Him. And such is the direction 
of Eliphaz in my text, to which I would draw 
your prayerful attention this morning. Acquaint 
now thyself with Him, and be at peace." 

In examining the advice and exhortation thus 
given, together with the blessed result annexed, I 
propose to consider, 

I. In what sense it is that we are to ac- 
quaint" OURSELVES with GoD. 

II. To shew that by nature we are not thus 

ACQUAINTED WITH HiM. 

III. To enquire how this acquaintance is to 

BE GAINED. 

And lastly, to consider the happy result pro- 
mised AS ATTENDANT UPON THIS ACQUAINTANCE. 

First then, my Brethren, in what sense is it that 
we are counselled to acquaint ourselves with God ? 
to what kind of knowledge does my text refer? 

Can'st thou by searching find out God? Can'st 
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thou find out the Ahnighty unto perfection ? It is 
as high as heaven ; what can'st thou do ? deeper 
than hell ; what can'st thou know Is it required 
for our peace that we should know Him as He 
is''? Shall we strain our puny minds to span the 
countless ages of the eternity of the past ? Must 
we know what a lifetime meaneth that hath neither 
beginning nor end of days^ before which all is but 
one vast present ? Or must we soar aloft upon 
the wings of thought until we have reached the 
sublime majesty of self-existence ? — must we call 
up in plain and definite outline before our minds 
the spectacle of "the Ancient of days," reigning 
in solitary, independent grandeur and happiness, 
before creation was, ere Gabriel lived to do Him 
homage, or one of the countless worlds which we 
behold had entered upon its bright track of beauty? 
Must we, if we would be at peace, fathom that 
power, to which to will is to perform, that wisdom 
which is inscrutable, that holiness which is essen- 
tial and infinite, that love which formed, and peo- 
pled, and upholds a universe of worlds ? Oh ! no, 
my Brethren — eternity — self-existence — omnipo- 
tence — infinite and essential wisdom, holiness and 
love — these are depths which even angels can only 
desire to look into," and, thanks be to God ! they 
^re not depths which we are required to fathom 
either for our peace here or for our soul's eternal 
salvation. The acquaintance then of which my 
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text Speaks is not such an acquaintance with God 
as will enable us fully to scan His essence, nature, 
or perfections. 

Is it then to know Him in His counsels and 
ways — to understand His dealings in providence 
and grace ? Hear the Apostle pouring forth the 
rapture of a mind overwhelmed by the considera- 
tion of the " clouds and darkness" which are round 
about the ways of God: " Oh the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! 
how unsearchable are His judgments and His ways 
past finding out!" No, my Brethren, the Lord's 
** way is in the sea, and His path in the great 
waters, and His footsteps are not known" — and 
how often have His people to trust and not to 
trace — ^how seldom does He vouchsafe to shew to 
them the thing that He does ! As then the ac- 
quaintance with God which is necessary for our 
peace was shewn not to be an acquaintance with 
His nature and perfections, so neither is it a full 
understanding of His ways in providence or grace. 

How then shall man acquaint himself with God ? 
Hear the Son of God Himself— this is life eternal, 
that they might know Thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent" — this was 
the knowledge, even the knowledge of God in 
Christ Jesus for " the excellency" of which Paul 
counted all " but loss." 

Yes, my Brethren, it is to know God as a recon- 
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oiled Father in Christ, as a. God " forgiving ini- 
quity, and transgression, and sin," for the worthi- 
ness of all that His Divine Son did and suffered, 
and still lives to do for us — it is this which is 
saving, sanctifying, comforting, peace-speaking 
knowledge of God to your souls and mine. It is a 
knowledge not of the head only, or even chiefly, 
but of the heart ; a knowledge which does not fill 
the tongue with terms and phrases, nor the mind 
with dry argument or knotty speculations, but 
a knowledge which changes, warms, strengthens, 
and cheers the heart. 

What is it, my Brethren, to know and have 
acquaintance with God, in any way save in the 
Gospel of His Son ? Would you be content to 
read Him in His works ? Do not even they tell of 
Him as One Almighty and All-wise who as He 
cannot be deceived, so He will not be mocked ? 
Would you picture Him to yourself according to 
the vague and general notions of your own minds 
which conscience will not let be atheists if they 
would ? What notion can you form of God but as 
of One who cannot away with sin ? and if so, does 
not the second question arise to startle you? 
How shall I a sinner stand before Him ?" Will 
you read Him in His law ? That, like Himself, is 
all-" holy, just, and good," its voice is from amid 
the thunders of Sinai : The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die," and He who gave it cannot but be to 
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the transgressors " a jealous Grod/' even a con- 
suming fire/' 

Oh I my dear Brethren, let me ask you how you 
are proposing to stand before the God whom the 
Bible reveals? Remember, not to know Him 
through Jesus Christ as your Surety and Atonement, 
is only to know Him to your everlasting confusion 
and despair. Are you trusting to some vague and 
general notions of His mercy ? Ah ! I fear this is 
too common an error. When conscience misgives 
or is clamorous, when the minister alarms, and 
sometimes, alas ! even upon the bed of death, this 
is the ruinous opiate by which the immortal soul is 
dragged into the slumber of false peace and spiri- 
tual death — " God is a merciful God — ^He knows 
my weakness — I have been much tried — ^He will 
make allowances, and it will not go so very hard 
with me after all.'- Oh ! my dear Brother, God is 
a merciful God, but I know of no way, the Bible 
tells me of no way, in which an All-holy and just 
God can shew you mercy as a sinner, but through 
Him who died for you and upon whom your ini- 
quity was laid. Oh ! then let me implore you not 
to buoy yourself up with unwarrantable imscrip- 
tural hopes, build not a house upon the sand — for 
soon shall the rain of destruction descend and the 
flood of everlasting fury beat upon your house, and 
what shall abide that rain and flood but the Rock 
of Ages," even Jesus the Son of God ? Away then 



Digitized by Google 



ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD. 157 



with all self-devised schemes of salvation, away 
with your own methods of coming to God for 
pardon and heaven, and remember that it is only 
in Christ that He reconciles the world unto Himself. 

But there are some here who are thus acquainted 
with God — some who have attained unto the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus" their 
Lord, Oh! my Christian Brethren, follow on to 
know theLord/' Remember that His love shall ever 
be a love that passeth knowledge/' and that even 
when the acquisitions of ages upon ages in eternity 
have been made, there shall still remain inexhaus- 
tible depths, and you shall have ever-growing capa^ 
cities. But oh ! even here, even now, strive and 
pray to shew forth the vital, sanctifying power of 
this knowledge in your daily walk, and tempers, and 
actions. This acquaintance with God may not 
give you the accuracy of the theologian, but oh ! 
it should give you the holiness and peace of the 
saint. 

Having thus endeavoured to shew that the 
acquaintance with God with which we have to do 
is the knowledge of Him as our reconciled Father 
and Redeemer through the Gospel of His Son, I 
propose to shew, H., that 

By nature we are not thus acquainted 
WITH Him. 

My Brethren, we are by nature sinners, fallen. 
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corrupt beings, and, as such, cannot know God, that 
is, cannot know Him according to the saving know- 
ledge and acquaintance of which I am now speak- 
ing, for^ observe, we are talking not of a mere in- 
tellectual, but, if I may so say, of a moral, b, spiritual 
knowledge, not such a knowledge as the very 
devils possess, for they doubtless outstrip us in 
the mere dry, abstract knowledge of God ; but they 
are for ever incapable of that heart-knowledge 
which is recommended in my text. 

This knowledge, I say then, by nature we can- 
not have, for we are by nature sinners, walking 
" in the vanity of" our mind," " having the un- 
derstanding darkened, being alienated from the life 
of God through the ignorance that is in" us, " be- 
cause of the blindness of" our " heart." **The 
world by wisdom knew not God" — ^yea, " they did 
not like to retain God in their knowledge." Sin 
must, in this sense, ever be ignorance of God. 
Oh ! my Brethren, the unrenewed heart may have 
the doctrinal, head-knowledge of theology, but it 
shall not, cannot have, the rich experimental know- 
ledge of the true child of God. I would entreat 
you therefore to examine well your acquaintance 
with God, your religious knowledge. Is it the 
knowledge of a converted heart, or a knowledge 
that has been preceded by no spiritual change, and 
is accompanied and evidenced by no spiritual effect 
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on your life and daily walk ? Is it a knowledge 
which has given you peace ? Has it altered your 
feelings and affections towards your God ? If not, 
though you should " speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels," you are become" but " as 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal;" if not, 
though you should have the gift of prophecy, 
and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge," 
you are " nothing." 

Oh ! how sad a spectacle does that man present 
whose creed perhaps is without a flaw, who is 
armed at every point for theological discussion, 
who can bandy about with critical nicety the 
scholastic terms of religious knowledge, and whose 
tongue is ever ready and voluble upon religious 
topics — ^but whose heart is but too evidently unen- 
lightened by a ray of really saving knowledge 1 
Nor are these unhappy characters to be found only 
among the learned and intellectual of this world. 
No, there is a large class among the uneducated 
and lower orders, who by a constant attendance 
upon sermons, joined perhaps to an unsanctified 
and prayerless study of God*s Word, have gained 
considerable religious knowledge, and have acquired 
a stock of phrases, and got imprinted on their me^ 
mories a multitude of texts of Scripture truly sur- 
prising. These pride themselves on their religious 
knowledge and acquirements, and are the oracles 
and dictators of their little circle, who, with them- 
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selves, mistake volubility of tongue in these matters 
for true piety and religion. But, my Brethren, 
" hy their fruits ye shall know them.'' 

Oh ! my hearers, is such an acquaintance with 
God as I would urge upon you the growth of the 
natural heart ? Can we by nature look up to our 
God with the love and confidence of children? 
Can we by nature contemplate the prospect of 
being summoned into His presence with satisfac- 
tion and peace? No — the more the unrenewed 
heart knows of God, the more accurately it be- 
comes acquainted with His nature, character, and 
perfections, the more discomfort and trouble will 
it have in itself. The splendour of His majesty, 
the brightness of His holiness, the surpassing 
power of His might, will only serve to set forth in 
more fearful contrast, every lurking corner of im- 
purity, folly, and ignorance within our own bosom. 

Oh ! seek then for this transforming, this sanc- 
tifying, this cheering, this tranquillizing acquaint- 
ance with God. But seek it not in yourselves. 
You must know Him as manifest in the flesh,'' 
as your merciful Father in Jesus, or to know Him 
will be confusion and horror and everlasting de- 
spair. 

Having thus shewn the nature of that acquaint- 
ance with God to which the precious assurance of 
peace is annexed, and also that we cannot have 
this acquaintance by nature — I propose in the 
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Ilird place, to set before you the manner in 

WHICH THIS ACQUAINTANCE IS TO BE GAINED. 

How, my Brethren, shall you know God to your 
peace and comfort ? How shall you contemplate 
His infinite holiness, and not sink under the burden 
of your own vileness ? How shall you reflect on 
His imalterable and eternal justice, and not be 
driven by the reflection to despair ? Will the know- 
ledge of Him as the God of nature give you com- 
fort and assurance ? What balm does the contem- 
plation of Him as the God of nature only, give to a 
wounded conscience ? Do you find even in the 
common course of things in this world that mere 
sorrow for an error, mere repentance for sin, can 
atone for it? Will nature solve the momentous 
question for you, How shall a man be just be- 
fore God?" Will the dark gropings of nature 
after God be a rod and staff for you through death's 
dark valley ? No, my Brethren, nature may sur- 
mise, and guess, and speculate, but surmise, and 
guess, and speculation are but miserable comforters 
for a poor, conscience-stricken soul, shivering on 
the brink of the narrow flood that is to waft it to a 
sure eternity. 

But turn to the Bible — ^behold in the person of 
Immanuel, God not only making known His will 
and purposes of mercy towards an apostate world, 
but behold God mth us Come and see in Jesus 
of Nazareth the Wonderful"— the Mighty 

M 
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God'* — the Everlasting Father" — come tod gaze 
upon ^^the Image of the invisible God" — the 
Brightness of His Glory, and the express Image of 
His Person" — come and see " God manifest in the 
flesh I" And now acquaint thyself with Him and 
be at peace!" No man hath seen God at any 
time ; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom 
of the Father, He hath declared Him," Dost thou 
yet fear to draw near to the holy Jesus ? Do the 
mellowed and softened rays of Deity that play 
about the Incarnate Son of God still dazzle and 
alarm ? Oh ! trembling Sinner, draw near to the 
^' Man of sorrows an4 acquainted with grief." You 
shall not fall at His feet, as dead,'' He is bone 
of thy bone, flesh of thy flesh — He too was "made 
of a woman" and partaker of flesh and blood. 
And hark ! He calls thee — ^how do His words recal 
the exhortation of our text : Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
ym rest'' — Ye shall find rest unto your souls," 
Hear Him declare the Father's purpose of mercy 
to your soul and mine : God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting lif6." But hark! again — hear oh! 
Sinner and be amazed ! hear the marvellous pro* 
mise : *^ If a man love me, he will keep my words : 
and my Father will love him^ and we mil come unto 
him^ and make our abode with him.^' This is indeed 
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acquaintance with Grod! Here is no doubt, no 
guess, no surmise, no speculation. " Ye shall find 
rest to your souls" — ^Ye " shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life" — and God, the High and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity" shall make His abode 
in your heart ! Oh ! come then one and all, begin not 
" to make excuse.." Say not God is in heaven and I 
on earth — I point you to Immanuel God with us /" 
But I tell you that as a sinner you have no other 
way of peaceful and saving acquaintance with your 
Maker and Judge ; no man cometh to the Father 
but by Him — to be "without Christ" is to be 
without hope, " without God." 

Oh ! Sinner, you must know this Saviour — but 
see to it that it be a« a 8aviour — for we believe 
that He shall come to be our Judge"! He will 
come then as of old with the mja'iads of the hea- 
venly host — ^their song as of old shall be of glory 
to God" — but of justice and vengeance to an im- 
penitent world. Oh ! challenge His mercy rather 
than His vengeance, and kiss the sceptre of His 
love rather than dare the rod of His power. 

Am I speaking in too general terms while I thus 
implore you to acquaint yourself with God through 
the Gospel of His Son? Do you ask definitely 
and practically what is to be your first step to- 
wards Jesus ? I reply, seek a deep conviction, and 
more, a deep feeling of your ignorance and estrange- 
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ment from Him by nature — see that your natural 
incapacity and ignorance in these things, your 
inability in yourself to love God and turn to Him, 
so far from excusing you, is the very point which 
constitutes your guilt — and see that you have 
nothing of palliation, of extenuation, of justifica- 
tion, of merit, to plead before God, while you thus 
deplore your lost state by nature and by practice. 

But how am I to feel all this ?" you reply — I 
am convinced of my sinfulness as a facty I cannot 
but see that like all my fellow men I am corrupt 
and guilty before a holy and heart-searching God, 
but I cannot feel this — ^it does not affect, alarm, or 
humble me. " I have a remedy for you, my Brother — 
all that you say with regard to your inabilityto/eeZ 
these things as you ought is quite true, and God's 
Word says the same — you cannot come unto Christ, 
-unless the Father that hath sent Him draw you. 
But He draws by His Word and Spirit — and that 
Word is only effectual, and that Spirit only obtained 
by humble, earnest, heartfelt prayer — ^not long or 
fluent or eloquent words, but by the simple aspira- 
tion, God be merciful to me a sinner!" Prayer 
then for the Divine working of God the Holy Ghost 
upon your soul is your only remedy, and though 
you be scarce able to utter a word when on your 
knees, though all seem dead and cold, yet be not 
discouraged — the word of Jesus is pledged that 
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yoii shall be heard and answered. The stony rock 
shall be smitten, and streams of contrition and 
grace gush forth. 

But I must pass on, in the IVth and last place, to 

THE HAPPY RESULT PROMISED AS ATTENDANT UPON 
THIS ACQUAINTANCE WITH GoD. 

The Gospel of His dear Son, through which 
alone I have already shewn you this acquaintance 
is to be made, is emphatically the Gospel of peace, 
it preaches peace by Jesus Christ," for being 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ." For what is it that shuts 
the sinner out from peace ? What, as we have 
already seen, but his sins ? — sin in its penalty and 
sin in its present reigning and indwelling power ? 
What is the flaming sword that keeps the way of 
the tree of life and guards the portals of heaven ? 
What but the stem and unbending Law, denouncing 
everlasting wrath and condemnation against every^ 
even the most minute, yea, against even the soli- 
tary transgression ? But where is the hand- 
writing of ordinances that was against" the Be- 
liever ? — where but nailed to Jesus' cross ? Where 
is the penalty of sin ? There is no condemna- 
tion to them which are in Christ Jesus." Where 
the clamours of conscience ? — they are hushed in 
the It is finished!" of the dying Redeemer. 
"Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
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elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that 
condemneth ? It is Christ that died.'' 

But the removal of sin's penalty, the silencing 
of the clamours of conscience, and the deliverance 
from the curse of a broken law, are not suflEicient 
to secure peace to the soul. If the indwelling, 
reigning power of sin be not destroyed, you can 
have no peace. For sin is a tumult, a fever of 
the soul. But how lives the Believer in Jesus? — 
Sin has no more dominion over him, the flesh with 
the afiections and lusts is crucified, and the life 
which he now lives in the flesh he lives " by the 
faith of the Son of God.'' 

But how is he affected by the external circum- 
stances and trials of life? for they too have a 
mighty influence on the peace and comfort of man. 
My Brethren, the Christian has no exemption from 
the sorrows and troubles of life, rather has he pe- 
culiar sources of sorrow and anxiety which the 
world knoweth not, but he has that support which 
is better than deliverance, and afflictions become to 
him positive blessings. 

And the Christian too must wrestle with the 
last enemy" — ^he too must die — ^he may not be 
carried by a whirlwind in a chariot of fire and 
horses of fire to his glory. No, he too must lie 
upon the lingering bed of sickness, he too must 
see the stakes of his earthly tabernacle taken down 
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one by one, he must confront and wrestle with 
the dreadful foe. But mark the perfect and be- 
hold the upright, for the end of that man is peace. 
Hear the aspirations even of an unchanged heart — 
" Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his !" 

• And this is the religion which the world calls 
gloomy ! To be a disciple of this Redeemer is to 
be a dull and melancholy man 1 Oh ! the depths 
of Satan !" It is a lie false as the hell where it was 
forged ! But oh ! how many a soul has this lie, 
this libel, ruined ! How many a young heart 
especially has it kept from its Saviour and its 
God ! Is it a gloomy thing to have found rest unto 
your soul ? Is it a gloomy thing to rejoice always 
in the Lord? Is it a gloomy thing to • 'rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory'* ? Will it 
damp your spirits to know that God is smiling on 
you — that His ear is open unto your prayers — ^that 
you are at peace with Him ? Is it a gloomy thing 
to have the Spirit of peace dwelling in you ? Is it 
a gloomy thing to be prepared to die — to find that 
to die is gain?" Shall melancholy dim the Chris- 
tian's eye, or sadness palsy his tongue, while 
with the heavens opened and the Son of God re- 
vealed before his enraptured eye, he exclaims : 
" O Death, where is thy sting ? O Grave, where is 
thy victory?" — Thanks be to God, which giveth 
me the victory, through my Lord Jesus Christ !" 
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And now I say to every one that hears me : 
* * Art thou at peace I put the question from pew 
to pew, from seat to seat, from heart to heart, from 
conscience to conscience — shift it not off to thy 
neighbour — answer it for thyself. Look well to 
your answer. Remember there is such a thing as 
a false peace, and look well to it that you are not 
crying Peace, peace, where there is no peace/' 
Sift the matter well, I implore you, for self-decep- 
tion is eternal ruin. On what then is your fancied 
peace built ? Be definite — ^be precise — ^be honest — 
be plain. Is it upon such an acquaintance with God 
as I have been speaking of ? Is it upon Jesus, as 
your salvation and all your desire ? What are its 
evidences? Are they a holy life, a faith which 
overcomes the world and works by love? — are they a 
looking unto Jesus as your example and pattern ?— * 
are they a desire to do all things to the glory of 
God, and to walk in newness and holiness of life ? 
If so, thrice-blessed art thou, my Christian Bro- 
ther ! Follow on in this acquaintance with thy 
God — drink more deeply of the streams of His 
grace and love in Christ Jesus, and '*thy peace 
shall be as a river, and thy righteousness as the 
waves of the sea." 

But I dare not hope that the fancied peace of all 
here present will stand these searching tests. Are 
there none before me who when they come to 
examine the grounds of their imaginary hopes and 
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confidence, find their mind reverting to vague and 
unwarranted hopes of God's mercjr, apart from any 
clear apprehensions of the terms of salvation 
through Christ Jesus ? Are there none who look 
to self in some form or other for hope and sup- 
port ? not perhaps wholly, nor yet mainly, but who 
cannot but think that a moral and spotless life 
among men must needs have some weight when 
thrown into the scale, that it must add a little to 
the Redeemer's merits. They do not venture quite 
to build on their works and deservings, but surely 
all are not to be counted quite loss for Christ?" 
My dear Hearers, if on one stone of your foundation 
for eternity there be iifecribed work" or " merit," 
the fabric must fall. Christ will be a full, com- 
plete, and suflBcient Saviour, or no Saviour at all. 
By a compound of grace and merit you shall never 
enter heaven. 

But there are some here who are not at peace — 
they may be in a torpor, in a lethargy, they may 
be sleeping — ^but they are not at peace. But how 
is this? Are you prepared to meet your God in 
this state ? No — you are not, and, if pressed hard, 
you confess thus much ; for I cannot, I will not 
believe that there is one here who has decidedly, 
deliberately, and finally resolved to plunge into 
eternity at war with God — one who has made up 
his mind to brave an eternity of everlasting 
burnings." Oh ! if there were such an one here 
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this morning, I would say to him, Keep thy re- 
solve close, utter it not within these courts," " for 
the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam 
out of the timber shall answer it 

How is it then ? Oh ! it is that " hereafter," 
that to-morrow," that more convenient season," 
that death-bed that you have in store ! With which 
of you has death made a moment's truce ? Shew 
me the bond — ^produce your covenant ! Whence 
have you gained the knowledge that he is to come 
to you with slow and stealthy pace, and to send his 
messengers, disease, and sickness, and decay, be- 
fore his face to warn you of his approach ? Would 
you take the warning if he did ? But oh I this night 
thy soul may be required of thee — the bow is 
bent — the arrow drawn to the head — the eager, 
hellish grin of triumph is even now upon the face 
of thy soul's destroyer as he marks the fingers of 
Death upon the string — and thou art for ever 
lost ! 

But take thy miserable fallacy at its best. 
Lay thee down on a lingering death-bed, and gaze 
upon eternity — and nom make thy peace with God, 
now acquaint thyself with Him," begin the re- 
pentance of the death-bed, begin it with this 
reflection rankling within thy conscience — " I have 
stood out as long as I could — I have drained the 
cup of sin and of the world until God tore it from 
my lips — I have taken my fill of life's pleasures — 
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but now I must die" — and the summons of death 
startles the ear upon which the summons of the 
preacher fell unheeded. Well then, repent — but 
what is it to repent of sin ? It is to forsake it — ^but 
you are not forsaking it — ^it has forsaken you. 
Think you that God will accept you, because when 
the eternal flames have almost caught you, and the 
imdying gnawings have well nigh begun, you shrink 
aghast, and call upon God ? Who would not tremble 
with such an eternity in view ? Will you honour 
God then by sending for His minister, whom hitherto 
you have disregarded or perhaps despised ? Shall 
the partaking of the Sacramental emblems of your 
Saviour's love then be your passport to heaven — 
when your whole life has been spent in a cold 
neglect of His love, and even a trampling upon His 
blood? 

And oh ! think of the state of your bodies then ? 
Will that be favourable for the repentance you pro- 
mise yourselves? You have all of you perhaps 
stood by the bed of sickness — ^most of you by the 
bed of death. You have seen the restless tossings 
of agony, the imceasing rackings of pain, the 
paralysing efiects of weakness and torpor — ^you 
have had to strain after the inarticulate voice and 
to watch the gradual sinking of the mind — ^and say 
did you think this the time for beginning an ac^ 
quaintance with God ? did it strike you repentance 
was now an easy task? Did the thought then 
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strike you — this is precisely the time I will choose 
for my own turning to God ? It was indeed a time 
for God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost to be there, it was a time for " the 
everlasting arms'* to be underneath, it was a time 
for " looking unto Jesus'' — but it was no time for 
the prodigal to arise and go to his Father — it was no 
time for making acquaintance and peace with God. 
Oh ! how striking the prayer of the devoted Cecil, 
that when death approached he might have no- 
thing to do but to die I Umit not God's mercy — 
I say not that no brand was ever plucked from the 
burning, even while the fire seemed already kin- 
dled — ^but I do say, and I say it upon the authority 
and experience of faithful ministers, that a death- 
bed repentance is in far the greater number of 
instances, if not a gross mockery of God, yet a 
mournful self-deception. And therefore, my be- 
loved Hearers, ye that are not at peace, be wise and 
consider your latter end. Turn ye, turn ye now 
while mercy yet reigns ! — and then shall ye realize 
even here a peace which passeth all understand- 
ing" — a peace which the world can neither give 
nor take away. 

And oh ! is there one here upon whose head the 
snows of age have gathered, but who is yet a 
stranger to his God, and therefore not at peace ? — 
one who has from time to time despised this or 
that message, this or that stroke of Providence, 
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and who has been thoughtlessly or sullenly enjoy- 
ing mercies unchanged, yea, ever fresh, and is yet 
Unmoved ? What shall I say to him ? Shall I bid 
him go home and seek acquaintance with his God in 
prayer ? He will not. But I will bid him go home 
and praise — I will bid him go home and give thanks 
and call upon his Saviour with tears of wondering 
gratitude. "For what?" he says. I will tell 
you, my aged Brother, what to be thankful for — I 
will give you a subject for praise. Be thankful you 
are alive ! Be thankful you are not in hell ! For what 
has He spared you ? You are carelessly thinking 

I shall die, I suppose, when my turn comes." 
Why has it not come yet ? I will tell you. There 
has been council held in heaven about you ! Mock 
not the thought. Many a year ago, God came to 
you, seeking fruit and found none ; He found thee, 

after thy hardness and impenitent heart" trea- 
suring up imto thyself wrath against the day of 
wrath," and despising the riches of His goodness 
and forbearance and long-suffering" — and He said 
of thee : Cut it down, why cumbereth it the 
ground?" Who staid His arm? Who staid the 
uplifted axe of Divine justice and vengeance? 
Oh ! Sinner, it was He whom we preach. He whom 
thou despisest. He who died for thee. He whom 
thou art even now piercing with thy sins from day 
to day. Go then, fall down before Him ! Wrestle 
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not to thy ruin against the prayer of Jesus — ^whet 
not the axe with a keener edge ! 

Ho! then, young and old, ye that are strangers 
to God, and therefore not at peace — ^ye that know 
Him not in the Gospel of His Son and are therefore 
not at peace — ^acquaint yourselves with Him ! To 
His grace, to Jesus His Son who died for you, to 
the Almighty Spirit I commend you. You will go 
to your homes, to your daily meal — some will rob 
God of the rest of this day, and give it to sin and 
trifling and idleness ; the flood-gates of the world 
will be open and drown the seed that has been sown. 
I will not pray that my poor voice alone may go 
with each one of you to his home, for no word of 
mine can turn you. I will pray rather that as the 
careless sinner, the stranger to God, returns this 
day to his listlessness and ease, the ''still small 
voice" of conscience may be heard: ''Acquaint 
thyself with Him !' — ^Repent" ! — I will pray that 
to-night, as the worldling lies down upon his pillow, 
conscience may say: '^What if I wake in eter- 
nity ? " and so he may repent ! — I will pray 
that to-morrow, as the prayerless is entering upon 
another prayerless week, the Spirit striving within 
him may cry: "Repent!" — I will pray that if 
there be a blasphemer, a dishonest man, a liar, 
a profligate here, when the unhallowed oath 
next rises upon his tongue, when even the heart 
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and eyes are roving towards what is another 
man's, when the father of lies is again tempting 
to falsehood, knavery, and deceit, when the fleshly 
appetite is again swelling hke a flood, he may re- 
member the reiterated cry : " Repent ! Repent 

Acquaint now thyself with him and be at 
peace : thereby good shall come unto thee. Re- 
ceive, I pray thee, the law from His mouth, and 
lay up His words in thine heart. If thou return to 
the Almighty thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put 
away iniquity far from thy tabernacles. Then shalt 
thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as 
the stones of the brooks. Yea, the Almighty shall 
be thy defence, and thou shalt have plenty of 
silver. For then shalt thou have thy delight in the 
Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto God. 
Thou shalt make thy prayer unto Him, and He 
shall hear thee, and thou shalt pay thy vows. 
Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall be esta- 
blished unto thee : and the light shall shine upon 
thy ways." 
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Zechariah, iv. 10 — Who hath despised the day of 
small things?'* 

Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom" of 
Christ's Gospel in our world, " or with what com- 
parison shall we compare it The tree has in- 
deed sprung up, and its branches, strong and fair, 
are overshadowing many a land, but least of all 
fieeds," to human eye, was the seed from which it 
rose. Onward and onward have the streams of 
holiness and joy and peace flowed, with healing in 
their waters — their course is onward still. But 
humble, to* human eye, was the Gospel spring on 
earth, and all but noiseless has been the course of 
its streams, as they have spread, on the right hand 
and on the left, o'er many a parched and thirsty 
desert. Yes, Brethren, the birth-day of Christ's 
Gospel on earth was a " day of small things." 

Small," to human eye, was the Gospel King, for 
He sprang up as a root out of a dry ground" — 
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small," twelve weak and unlearned men to con- 
vert a world — small the muster-roll of the infant 
Church, for " the number of the names together 
was about a hundred and twenty." 

But it is yet a day of small things" with the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God." True, many 
a Dagon has fallen before it, many a temple has it 
levelled, many an altar has it thrown down, many 
an idol has it torn from its shrine, o'er many a 
benighted land has its " Sun of Righteousness" 
already risen. True, we hear of its conquests still. 
But yet it is even now a day of small things" to 
the Gospel. The stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands" shall yet break in pieces" all other 
kingdoms" — Jesus ^'must reign'* — the swords" 
must be beat into plougshares" and the spears 
into pruninghooks" — the wolf" must yet dwell 
with the lamb and the leopard lie down with the 
kid"— " the earth" must yet "be fiUedwith the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the face 
of the deep." These things, Brethren, must come 
to pass — all must be fulfilled. Say then is not the 
Gospel day even now a day of small things" ? 
small, when with the key of prophecy we unlock 
the dark storehouse of futurity. 
. But not only is it so in the world at large, but in 
an individual heart, the birthday of the Gospel king, 
dom is a day of small things." The seed is from 

N 



Digitized by Google 



178 *'the day of small things." 



heaven indeed — strong and fair shall be the tree — 
but it is nevertheless " the least of all seeds." 

There may be many before me with whom the 
present is a " day of small things," many babes 
in Christ" — it is to them more especially that I 
pray God to make His Word a Word of comfort 
and of edification. 

How aptly does the Word of God, my Brethren, 
mark your condition: "babes in Christ" — just 
bom to Christ — just beginning truly to live — just 
drawing the first breath of a heavenly and spiritual 
atmosphere — weak, ignorant, dependent — yet. 
Brethren, mark it, still children, still sons, still 
heirs, though babes. Does the father disown or 
forget the babe, because many of his dear ones 
have grown to manhood ? Does the shepherd leave 
the lamb to perish by the way ? Does he neglect 
to take it forth to pasture, because it is tender and 
weak, unable to keep pace with the flock ? Rather 
does the cradle of weak and helpless infancy draw 
toward it all the yearning of a father's love, all the 
restlessness of a father's care ; rather does the good 
and faithful shepherd " gather the lambs into his 
bosom." And thus, dear Christian babes, dear 
lambs of Jesus* flock, thus is it with your " Hea- 
venly Father," your " Good Shepherd." The tes- 
tament traced in a Redeemer's blood, sealed with 
a Redeemer's Spirit, does not disinherit the babes — 
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oh no ! they are still sons and heirs. " The good 
Shepherd" of your souls, with far more than an 
earthly shepherd's faithfulness and care, gathers 

the lambs into His bosom," feeds them in ten- 
derest and most nourishing pastures, and leads 
them beside the still waters of comfort." 

Let us then, dear Brethren, examine somewhat 
into your present condition as a " day of small 
things," considering at the same time how days of 
greater things may dawn upon you. And oh! 
that the Spirit of comfort may cheer and build up 
your souls by His own comfortable words. 

1st then — I observe it is a day of small things" 
with you as regards your 

Conviction op sin. 

How painful a source of disquietude and despon- 
dency is this to the babe in Christ, the newly- 
awakened soul ! How comparatively easy do we 
find it to know as a mere matter of fact, a mere 
doctrinal truth, that we are sinners — ^how hard to 
feel ourselves to be such ! We read the truth in- 
deed in God's Word, and as we retrace our steps 
through the years that are gone, as we endeavour 
to sum up the countless mercies of our forbearing 
and long-suffering God on the one hand, and on 
the other, our own countless sins, we see that but 
one conclusion can be arrived at — ^but how little, 
alas ! does that conclusion touch our heart! We 
strive to compare ourselves with the law of God 

n2 
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in all the length, and depth, and bres^dth of its 
spirituality — the stern law too concludes us under 
sin — ^but how little, alas ! do we feel sin ! We 
turn to the cross of Jesus, we gaze upon the Son 
of God dying for these our sins, we strive to realize 
to ourselves the fact that our sins, our own individual 
sins, heiped to nail Him to the accursed tree, we 
call to mind how long we trampled on that blood 
thus shed for us, how long we turned a deaf ear to 
Jesus' most winning invitations — and yet we seem 
cold, hard, and unmoved. Surely, we think, if 
aught could smite the stony rock and bid the 
streams of contrition gush out, it would be the 
cross of Jesus. Grace then cannot be dwelling in 
so hard a heart as mine — I am deceiving myself — 
repentance, true, earnest, deep sorrow for sin must 
be the first step in the heavenward road — but I 
have never repented — I cannot repent. 

Dear Brethren, this is indeed a most painful 
state. And God forbid that in endeavouring to 
cheer a heart thus distressed at its own coldness 
and hairdness I should say aught, directly or indi- 
rectly, to lead you to think lightly of your sins, or 
to underrate the importance, the absolute and posi- 
tive necessity of a true and hearty repentance. 
But let me affectionately caution you against a 
specious and subtle error which it is not altogether 
impossible may creep into your souls under this 
fair disguise. Beware of imagining that a certain 



Digitized by Google 



*'the day of small things.'* 181 



number of tears, a certain standard of repentance, 
is to qualify you for the blessings of Christ's sal- 
vation. Try yourself thus — How do I feel with 
regard to sin ? Have I any desire to be rid of it in 
power as well as in its consequences? Do I feel 
any real degree of hatred towards it, not only as 
exposing to eternal vengeance, but as hateful in 
the sight of an All-holy God, as crucifying afresh 
with ingrate and rebel hands the compassionate 
Redeemer who died for me I do not say do you 
hate sin as much as you know you ought to hate 
it — no, the consciousness that you do not do so 
forms the very difficulty I am now considering — 
but do you desire to hate it ? Does your coldness, 
your hardness of heart, grieve you and give you 
uneasiness ? Are you unable to sit down quietly 
and composedly under such an imperfect conviction 
of sin as you have at present attained unto ? Then, 
my dear Brother, it is a sure proof that God's 
Spirit has not forsaken you. Oh ! believe it, it is 
not of the devil's will that you feel thus disquieted 
at your own coldness and hardness — no, he would 
have you quiet and contented, either quite reckless 
as to your spiritual state, or satisfied with it ; either 
neglecting your soul altogether, or lulled into a 
false peace. Your present state then is indeed one 
with which you must not be satisfied, but it is yet 
one for which you have reason to thank God, inas- 
much as it is one which shews that He has not 
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taken His Holy Spirit from you. But oh ! it must 
not always be a day of small things" with you 
as regards your conviction of sin. Remember, 
therefore, that nothing but God's grace, the grace 
of His Holy Spirit, can give you what you want, 
what you mourn for ; His office alone it is to con- 
vince of sin. We forget this far too much, but no 
human rod can strike the stony rock. Mourn then 
your blindness and deadness before your God, seek 
not by your own imaided application of the Word 
of God to your conscience to be convinced of sin, 
but remember, that if the two-edged sword of the 
Word is to pierce, it must be wielded by the Spirit 
Himself. It is a fit means in itself, but it is a 
prevailing means only when the Spirit of God 
brings it into the heart. It is a sword, and sharper 
than a two-edged sword, fit to divide, yea, even to 
the dividing of soul and spirit ; but this it doth not, 
unless it be in the Spirit's hand, and He apply it to 
this cutting and dividing."* Only be on your 
guard against a calm acquiescence, a sinking down 
into coldness and sin — take care that you forget 
not that it is a day of small things" with you, 
take care to be watching, and striving, and pray- 
ing, after a day of greater things. 

I observe II., that it may be a day of small 
things" with many of you as regards your 

Faith. 

* Leighton on St. Peter, ch. i. ver. 2. 
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Yes, your cry is still, " Lord, I believe, help 
Thou mine unbelief,'* you have stretched out the 
hand of faith indeed to lay hold of Jesus as your 
Saviour, but that hand has trembled and half 
shrunk back as you thrust it forth — ^it has touched 
but the hem of His garment. Not indeed that you 
have any doubts as to the power of Christ's work, 
the efficacy of His blood, or of His sufficiency as a 
Saviour, any doubts, I mean, on this subject when 
stated as a general truth. And indeed at times 
you are able to find peace in the assurance that He 
died for you, that He is your Saviour, that your guilt 
was upon His head, your condemnation removed 
through His blood. But then, how often does con- 
science, how often does Satan, interpose a cloud 
between you and your peace ! and you fail in a 
personal appropriation, a personal realization of the 
Saviour's work to yourself. True, the blood of 
Christ cleanses from all sin — ^but there was some- 
thing so peculiar, something so flagrant, so gross, 
in my sins, that I seem to form an exception — lean 
scarcely believe that there is mercy for me upon so 
free terms. The sins of others, you say, may have 
been in themselves of a deeper hue than mine, but 
then I sinned imder greater light, under higher 
privileges, under richer and fuller means of grace. 

How many are thus in darkness and disquietude 
through lack of Faith ! Oh ! Brethren, you are 
not honouring God by this, you are not honouring 
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Christ by this. Point me to the passage in God's 
Word which cuts you off from hope — shew me the 
clause in the Gospel charter of salvation which 
shuts you out. Oh ! indeed there is none. Ye 
then of little faith," wherefore will ye doubt? 
Oh ! believe me, you will best honour your God, 
you will best honour your Saviour, not by thinking 
your sins too heinous, too dark for His all-cleans- 
ing blood, but by believing His blood to be of 
Tirtue to cleanse even the foulest stains. Make 
not exceptions to your own discomfort where God 
has not made them. The question is not, " Can 
Christ's blood cleanse you?" but are you willing 
to be cleansed ? do you see your need of cleansing ? 
I know you are willing — I know you do see your 
need — oh ! then be not faithless, but believing !" 
Remember he who thought himself the chief'^ of 
sinners commends Tesus as the Saviour of sinners 
to you. I say not that your sins have been small, 
there may have been a heinousness, a grossness 
about them known only to yourself and to your 
God, they may have been attended by every cir- 
cumstance of aggravation, they may have been 
more in number than the hairs of your head," 
but oh ! your Saviour is Dimne — ^how precious then 
His blood ! how sure His work! Do not then encum- 
ber and mystify what your merciful God has made 
so simple, so plain — ^let it no longer be a " day of 
small things" only. But oh ! these small things" 
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are not to be despised, this your weak faith is yet 
sound ; though " the grace of God'* in your heart 
be " a tender plant in a strange unkindly soil/'* 
the plant is yet of heavenly growth. There is peace 
and assurance yet for you. The gracious Saviour 
with whom you have to do will " not break" the 

bruised reed/' nor quench" the " smoking flax." 

And it is perhaps a day of small things" with 
many of you as regards your Faith in Ood's Prom- 
dence. You are still unable to lay yourselves down 
as little children in His arms, to commit all your 
anxieties and fears to Him. In your brighter and 
clearer moments you are able to lay hold, in some 
degree, on the promises, but when your sky is be- 
clouded, and your faith is reall/ tried, then you are 
too often apt to exclaim despondingly : All these 
things are against me." You cannot grasp for 
yourself those rich and cheering promises which, 
in reference even to the present life, are your inhe- 
ritance in Christ, you cannot realize to yourself 
that in Him *'all things are yours," all things 
working together for your good, your portion and 
lot appointed of your Father in heaven. But oh ! 
dear Christian Brother, this must not always be. 
It is no presumption to lay claim to your inherit- 
ance. It is no less your bounden duty than your 
sweet privilege to trust your God and Saviour for 

* Leighton. 
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all things, for life no less than death, for time no 
less than eternity, to say with childlike, unhesitat- 
ing, undivided confidence: Order, Thou, all 
things for me, my God 

Oh ! then Christian, the men of this world, they 
with whom it is not even a day of small things," 
may toil, and fret, and scheme, as having none in 
whom to trust, no promises to cheer — ^but it must 
be otherwise vrith you. 

But I observe, IIL — It may be a " day of small 
things" with many of you as regards your 

Christian graces, and the practical influ- 
encb of your religion upon your lives. 

This again is a source of deep humiliation and 
of much disquietude to you. How much of the 
old Adam yet remains ! how stunted each heavenly 
plant in your soul ! how small your enlargement 
in prayer ! If you be not altogether dumb, yet 
your best eflforts seem but stammering. And how 
little are you doing for God ! How small the zeal, 
how subdued the eagerness, you now shew in your 
religion to that which you were wont to shew in 
the service of the world ! How often does some 
old lust or temper, or habit over which you had 
fondly and too hastily sung the song of victory 
again rear its head ! You do not see a sufficiently 
broad and marked line of difierence between your- 
selves and the men of this world. How cowardly 
sometimes is your religion ! How often dpes the 
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frown of man outweigh the smile, the command of 
God I " Where is my humility ?" you say — where 
my meekness ? where my love ? where my forbear- 
ance, my long-^suffering, my gentleness, my sympa- 
thy with others ? where, above all, my self-denial ?" 
How worldly, alas ! do you too often find the 
general current of your thoughts 1 How are they 
too often, as of old, in your days of godlessness 
and sin, centered in the meat that perisheth, the 
cares and business of this passing scene, the favour 
of men, and your interests in the world ! How much 
of imperfection do those who see most of you ob- 
serve in you ! your family, household, and most 
intimate friends. Surely then, you are apt often 
to exclaim, I am deceiving myself — ^no real work 
of grace has been begun in my heart. I have yet 
to take the first step in the divine life, I have not 
as yet even repented or turned to Christ, 

Oh ! beloved Hearers, if I am describing any one 
of your cases, be not discouraged. The sanctifica- 
tion of the child of God is a gradual work, " first the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the 
ear." You cannot sow your seed, and have blos- 
som and fruit in a day. There must be an interval 
between seed-time and harvest. As I observed with 
regard to your imperfect convictions of sin, the 
very fact that you mourn these things, and do not 
quietly and carelessly acquiesce in your shortcom- 
ings and weaknesses is proof that the seed has 
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been sown. But thus does God work by His 
Spirit in the heart. The work is like the growing 
of the mustard seed, like the dawning of the day. 
The fetters of sin and corruption are loosened and 
drop off one by one. Only, as I have before said, 
remember that while the day of small things" as 
regards thy graces is not to discourage thee, it 
must not always be the day of small things" 
with thee. The day of small things" is not to be 
despised^ but it is to be improved. Not to advance 
in this matter is to lose ground. There are great 
victories, riper fruits, more entire conformity to 
the will of God and the pattern of Jesus, in store 
for thee. Only be thou watchful, prayerful, dili- 
gent. You have not yet wrestled with sufficient 
earnestness — ^your language has not yet been, I 
will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me." God 
will be enquired of by you. He will have you 
always pray and not faint. And remember, the 
man who aims at just religion enough to save him, 
and no more, is no true disciple of the cross. 

Herein is your Father glorified that ye bear much 
fruit." Above all things cultivate deadness to the 
world. Strive more and more each day to live 
above it. Be not a temporizing Christian. You 
have chosen God for your portion — is He so poor 
a portion that you must needs call in the world's 
aid to eke it out ? You have many a battle yet to 
fight, but the sword and armour of your God are 
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upon you, yea, the Lord fighteth for you, the 
Lord Himself shall cover your head in the day of 
battle*' ! If God be for us, who can be a<a:ainst 
us"? Only, Christian, aim high — ^be not content 
with " small things." 

Again, IV., it is a day of small things" to the 
^' babes in Christ," as regards 

Their realization of their privileges and 
high dignity, and therefore as regards their 
spiritual peace and joy. 

The newly-awakened sinner reads of glorious 
things which are spoken of the people of God, but 
he cannot persuade himself that these glorious 
things are his own. He is continually looking back 
to the pit of vileness and corruption from which 
he has been dug, the thunders of Sinai are yet 
rolling in his ears, and when he reads that this is 
the manner of love" which the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God," when he reads that the Christian is 
a citizen of a holy nation" and a peculiar peo- 
ple," one of a chosen generation," yea, a member 
of a royal priesthood," when he contemplates the 
rich heritage of the promises here, and the Chris- 
tian's eternity hereafter, he cannot, I say, at first, 
realize to himself that these things ^re his oum. 
He is like a man introduced suddenly into a gor- 
geous palace, who cannot believe that there is a 
mansion there /or Am, that it is his home^ he can 
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only stand in the outer porch, and gaze, and 
wonder, and admire. 

Oh ! Brethren, with boldness, if ye be Christ's, 
(remember, boldness is not presumption,) lay hold on 
your privileges, your privileges now, your glorious 
reversion in heaven. If ye be indeed Christ's, it is 
a day of great things to you. Realize not only 
your future heritage, but yoiu* present privileges. 
Is any man a Christian ? He is pardoned — ^he is 
justified — he w accepted — ^he is a child of God — the 
law, not indeed as a rule of life and as a standard 
of duty, but the law as an accuser is satisfied and 
silenced — ^he has peace. In this world, what shall 
harm him? in eternity who lay anything to his 
charge? Brethren I if ye be Christ's, Christ's not 
in name only, Christ's not only by baptism, Christ's 
not only by profession, but Christ's in heart, 
Christ's by faith, these things are yours. The 
Word of God is your charter, and they are written 
there. Is it presumption to claim what God 
bestows, what Christ hath purchased? Come 
then, thou trembling, doubting, humble peni- 
tent, take what is thine, take it to thy joy and 
comfort Remember these things are yours through 
Jesus alone, but they are to be sought in the path 
of holy duty and obedience. I am not preaching 
enthusiasm, I am not preaching presumption. Let 
the licentious abuser of the doctrines of free grace 
stay his unhallowed hand — let the hypocrite for- 
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bear — these things are for the humble, patient, 
diligent child of God. 

V. One other source of spiritual disquietude I 
cannot wholly omit. It may be a " day of small 
things'* with many of you as regards your 

Religious knowledge. 

You find many difficulties in the Bible. You 
cannot get a consistent, harmonized view of Chris- 
tian doctrine. You are unable to reconcile many 
striking and startling inconsistencies, as they ap- 
pear to you. Certain doctrines are stumbling- 
blocks in your path. You hear religious friends, 
older Christians, talking with familiar fluency of 
things which to you are wholly new. Each time 
that you hear the Word of God preached or ex- 
pounded by the minister, a more distressing con- 
sciousness of your own ignorance is forced home 
upon you. The few rays of heavenly light that 
have as yet entered" your soul serve to shew more 
clearly and to set in more distressing contrast the 
surrounding darkness that remains. It seems to 
you as if a life of study and meditation would be 
necessary to bring you to that degree of knowledge 
in spiritual things which others possess. As yet 
you seem scarcely to understand the first prin- 
ciples of the doctrine of Christ'* — " How then," 
you say, * * am I to go on unto perfection" ? Milk is 
your only food — " strong meat" you cannot bear, 
so " unskilful in the word of righteousness" are 



Digitized by Google 



192 " THE PAY OF SMALL THINGS.*' 

you. * * The full assurance of understanding" seems 
altogether unattainable by you. 

Weak, trembling, desponding Brother! the 
Spirit to teach and enlighten, no less than to sanc- 
tify and to comfort, is covenanted to you. You 
shall grow in knowledge, as in grace, "the eyes 
of your understanding being enlightened.*' I do 
not indeed say (nor must this be your desire) that 
you shall become an accurate theologian, able to 
discuss all difficulties and to reconcile all apparent 
inconsistencies. I do not say (nor must this be 
your aim) that you will gain what is strictly to be 
called a systematic view of Divine Truth. You 
will not be able to make a thoroughly compact and 
harmonious whole, to dove-tail each and every part 
together. Still less must you expect to dive into 
every depth of grace or even to understand every 
part, every chapter, every text, of God's Word. 
No, when you shall have attained your fullest 
growth in knowledge here, faith must still stand in 
the stead of tottering, failing Reason. The man 
who teUs you he finds no difficulty in his Bible, 
who professes to present you with a compact and 
harmonious system of the doctrines of free grace, 
knows nothing yet as he ought to know — he has 
his first lesson in divine things to learn. The spiri- 
tual no less than the intellectual Newton must after 
the deepest research, the profoundest study, the 
fullest illumination in this world be as the child 
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upon the sea shore, with the vast ocean undis- 
covered before him. O the depths" I was the cry, 
not of a babe in Christ, but of His chiefest Apostle. 
Yet '^follow on to know the Lord." You have 
yet much room for growth. Clearer, though not 
full, light shall yet be yours. You have hitherto 
known nothing of these things, because you have 
hitherto either wholly neglected your Bible, or read 
it in the most careless and formal manner. But 
now that you are once in earnest, now that con- 
science is alarmed, the heart pricked, the soul soft- 
ened under the workings of Divine grace, now 
that you are prepared to search the Scriptures,'' 
to make your study in them all the day, now that 
you rejoice at the Word of your God, as one that 
findeth great spoil," you shall yourself be surprised 
at your rapid growth, your increasing light. The 
vail is now off your heart ; your hand, guided by 
the Spirit shall, with the key of prayer, unlock 
fresh treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

But let the knowledge of divine things which you 
desire and seek be an experimental knowledge. It 
is desirable and indeed necessary for your comfort 
and peace that you arrive at clear, sound, and 
Scriptural views upon those vital and fundamental 
points which immediately affect the actual question 
of your salvation, but it is not necessary that you 
be an accurate and systematic theologian. Indeed 
you must beware of systematizing — you must be- 

o 
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ware of mere head-theology — you must beware lest 
mental accuracy, clearness of conception, andfluency 
of tongue in religious things be your only aim. In 
a word, you must beware lest you be more anxious 
to be a theologian than a saint. It is upon your 
knees that you must study. It is in the daily life of 
faith and holiness, in your daily conflict, that you 
must get at the full meaning of many a promise, 
many a caution. Meanwhile, remember to your 
comfort, he that runs may read the truth that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners."' 
This is inscribed upon the outmost porch of the 
temple of Divine Truth — and to know this is life 
eternal." The foundation is plain — the promises 
plain — the commandments plain — thou can'st not 
then perish for lack of knowledge." God is thy 
Teacher — ^He shall guide thee " into all truth" — ^He 
shall teach thy heart — there are great things even 
in knowledge — sweet, precious, heavenly, experi- 
mental knowledge, yet in store for thee. The 
sovereign decrees of God are a depth — ^but what 
need that thou plunge into that depth, if thine own 
sweet experience is, that the Gospel has come to 
thee not in word only, but in power" — ^you shall 
know then, know experimentally, thine election 
of God." There may be difl&culties with which 
Satan would harass thy soul, and tempt thee to 
unbelief, but doing God's will thou shalt know 
of the doctrine," shalt " have the witness" in thy- 
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self. The Godhead itself must remain to thee 
an unfathomable sea of mystery — but if thou 
can'st say Abba, Father V as a reconciled child, 
if Christ Jesus be in thy heart, " the hope of 
glory/' if thine own body be the temple of the 
Holy Ghost, thou shalt know experimentally and 
in thy heart the Tri-une Jehovah, as the foun- 
tain of thine every blessing, the source of thy life 
and joy.* 

Ye then with whom it is a day of good things, 
though of " smaU things'' — ye who so mourn your 
inadequate and imperfect convictions of sin — ye 
whose faith is but as a grain of mustard- 
seed" — ^ye whose graces seem so few, so poor, 
so weakly, upon whose hearts the world and 

* I need hardly apologize for introducing the following pas- 
sage from Jeremy Taylor, for which I am indebted to the Rev. 
J. Sinclair, in his " Dissertations vindicating the Church of 
England," &c. " This text" If any man will do His will, he 
shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God') " is simple as 
truth itself. It will enable you to understand all mysteries, and 
to expound all prophecies, and to interpret all Scriptures, and 
to search into all secrets — all, I mean, that involve our happi- 
ness and our duty. He that goes about to speak of, and to 
understand, the mysterious Trinity, and does it by words and 
names of man's invention, and by such which signify contin- 
gently ; if he reckons this mystery by the mythology of num- 
bers, by the cabala of letters, by the distinctions of the schools, 
and by the weak inventions of disputing people ; if he only 
talks of essences, and existences, hypostasies and personalities, 
distinctions without difference, and priority in co-equalities, 
and unity in pluralities, and of superior predicates of no 

02 
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sin yet maintain too powerful an influence — ^ye 
who cannot make bold to lay hold on your good 
portion now, or to look forward with assur- 
ance to your glorious heritage hereafter, — ye that 
mourn your blindness and ignorance in the things 
that belong to your peace" — comfort ye, comfort 
ye, ye bruised reeds, ye babes in Christ" 1 The 
day of great things is at hand 1 Your God only 
waits to be intreated. Your Saviour bears you on 
His heart before the mercy-throne. The dew of the 
Spirit shall even now distil more plenteously upon 
your soul.' The God with whom you have to do 
opens His ear even to your poor prayers, He will 
not despise and leave to wither, even your poor faith 
and graces. But ye must watch and pray, ye must 
press onward to the things that are before. The 

larger extent than the inferior subjects ; — he may amuse himself, 
and find his understanding will be like St. Peter's upon the 
Mount of Tabor at the transfiguration ; he may build three 
tabernacles in his head, and talk something, but he knows not 
what. But the good man that feels the power of the Father, 
and to whom the Son is become wisdom, righteousness, sancti- 
fication, and redemption ; he in whose heart the love of the 
Spirit of God is spread, to whom God hath communicated the 
Holy Ghost the Comforter,— this man, though he understands 
nothing of that which is unintelligible, yet he only understands 
the mysteriousness of the Holy Trinity. No man can be con- 
vinced well and wisely of the article of the holy, blessed, and 
undivided Trinity, but he that feels the mightiness of the Fa- 
ther begetting him to a new life ; the wisdom of the Son build- 
ing him up in a most holy faith ; and the love of the Spirit of 
God making him to become like unto God." 
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work begun in you is indeed of God — you cannot, 
amid all the smallness of your Christian faith and 
graces, doubt this — you are not the man you were — 
your eyes are opened, though you only see men 
as trees walking." Shall God, if thou be true, 
leave His work unfinished? No, thy path shall 
be as the light shining more and more unto the 
perfect day."' The Lord will do great things for 
thee, whereof thou shalt be glad. Thou hast as 
yet slain only the lion and the bear, but soon Go- 
liath shall fall. And oh ! as you are thus enabled 
to cast yourself more entirely upon your Saviour, 
to realize your glorious privileges and all the sweet- 
ness of your portion, your peace shall be as a river, 
your joy as the waves of the sea. Yes 1 Christian, 
there is a day of great things in store for thee even 
here. But the greatness of thy hereafter who can 
tell ? Oh ! Brethren, the eye of man even on earth 
gazes on many a lovely and entrancing scene — the 
heart of man hath conceived many a fancied scene of 
pleasure and of joy — but neither eye hath seen 
nor heart conceived the things that God hath pre- 
pared for the Christian — the Christian's heaven ! 
Oh! it is not the gates of pearl — the founda- 
tions of precious stones — the street of gold — 
the crystal river — the sea of glass — that shall 
form thy heaven — no, thou shalt see thy God ! 
Heaven is no " day of small things," and heaven 
is thine ! 
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And oh ! would that I could hope that it was 
the day" even " of small thmgs" with all here 
present ! But there are many who have found this 
subject dull and wearisome — ^a sealed book The 
preacher has described feelings of which they know 
nothing, has drawn a case to which their experi- 
ence presents no parallel. Oh ! Brethren, for you 
too there is a voice of comfort, but not if ye abide 
in sin. No, but there is comfort even in the first 
dawning, the first streaked tints of "the day of 
small things." Oh ! it is time that your night be 
over — it is time that " the day-star arise in your 
hearts." Here is offered to you no " small" Sa- 
viour, no "small" peace, no small" salvation. 
The cry, " What shall I do to be saved?" though 
it be but as the birth-cry of a babe to Christ, shall 
issue the Alleluias of glory, in the song of Moses and 
the Lamb ! Come then ! though the path lie over 
the thorny road of repentance and sorrow, the end 
is peace, peace with God — the sowing is in tears, 
but oh ! the reaping is in joy! Jesus is waiting to 
be gracious, yea is drawing thee unto Him, is 
knocking at the door of thy heart. Oh ! if thou 
can^st brave Almighty vengeance, can'st thou slight 
so boundless love ? Can'st thou remember who it 
is that hangs upon that cross, what nailed Him 
there — and yet refuse to be saved ? Can'st thou 
feed on swine-husks when there is children's bread 
for thee ? Remember the day of vengeance is no 
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" day of small things" — hell is no smalP' thing ! 
Yield then, Sinners, now, while it is called to- 
day'' I Doubt not that God will receive you, 
will pardon you, will love you freely — else why 
did Jesus die ? Trifle no longer with your soul, it 
is no small" thing — it is the heir of eternity — it 
cannot die. Grieve not the Holy Spirit who by 
His Word and minister, and by the prickings of 
conscience, which even a life of sin has not quite 
lulled to sleep, calls you now to come. Oh 1 what 
a welcome is there for you in an Almighty Father's 
arms ! — what pastures in the fold of the Heavenly 
Shepherd ! — ^what peace and joy in the indwelling 
of the Comforter in your souls ! All you can want 
is freely yours — more than you could have dared 
conceive is yours — ^for Father, Son, and Spirit, 
yea, God, may be the inmate of your heart I Wilt 
thou then choose the devil to dwell there when 
thou mayst have God? Wilt thou choose fil- 
thiness instead of holiness? death rather than 
life ? cursing for blessing ? Oh! sinner, it is re- 
bellion — ^it is treason — ^it is ingratitude — ^it is mad- 
ness ! Oh ! then resist not the still, small voice" 
which I would fain hope is now speaking within 
thee. Close not the door against Jesus who comes 
to save, the Spirit who comes to sanctify. Oh ! 
Sinner, no day of small things" shall this be to 
thee, if it lead thee to Jesus — thou shalt date from 
it an eternal heaven ! 
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Job, xxi. 15 — " Wfiat profit should we have if we 
pray unto Him ?" 

Ask now of the days that are past, and of the 
generations of old : What profit is there in 
prayer?'* Ask it of Jacob just crowned with the 
reward of his midnight struggle— ask it of Ama* 
lekites smitten, and of Israelites saved — ask it of 
sun and moon stayed in their ceaseless course — 
ask it of Jabez, bom in sorrow, yet blessed with 
" that which he requested'* — ask it of barren 
Hannah, now the ''joyful mother of children"— 
ask it of the heaven now shut, now open, at 
Elijah's word — ask it of Hezekiah, rejoicing in his 
respite of fifteen years — ask it of Daniel snatched 
from the Uons' mouths — ask, I say, these, " What 
profit is there in prayer ?" 
But why do I turn only to the days that are 
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gone ? Surely, we can answer the question here. 
Surely some here can attest the profitableness 
of prayer. Some can tell of griefs soothed, of 
anxieties eased, of burdens lightened, of weak* 
ness made strong, of Satan baffled, of sin up- 
rooted, of conscience calmed, of their armour 
brightened, by prayer. Surely some here can attest 
that the Lord's arm is not shortened that it can- 
not save, nor His ear heavy that it cannot hear." 
Surely we too have seen the ladder set up on the 
earth, whose top reaches to heaven — we too have 
climbed it by prayer. 

Let this then be our subject this morning. And 
oh ! my Brethren, may I speak, and may you hear, 
as solemnly and deeply impressed with it, for in- 
deed it is a vital subject, it is the very marrow, the 
very essence of spiritual life. Other frailties you 
may have, remaining corruption may be but too 
strong within you, your love may be cold, this or 
that grace imperfect and stunted, but there must 
be no lack here — you are dead without prayer — it 
is the air in which the new man lives and moves 
and has his being — ^it is, I will not say your food, 
it is your life. 

Let us, in our meditations on that branch of 
prayer to which I would this morning confine your 
attention, viz., Private or Closet Prayer^ arrange our 
thoughts in somewhat of a regular order. 
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I propose then, in humble reliance upon the 
Spirit of prayer, I. To enquire into one or two 

OBJECTIONS WHICH ARB SOMETIMES ADVANCED, OR 
IF NOT PLAINLY PUT FORWARD, ARB YET FELT BY 
SOME AS DIFFICULTIES, WITH REGARD TO PRAYER. 

n. To SHEW THE NATURE AND CHARACTER OF 
TRUE PRAYER. 

Now as regards objections or difficulties on the 
subject of prayer, I remark that these, as embodied 
in the question of the text, " What profit should 
we have, if we pray unto him ?" are often objec- 
tions, not against prayer only, but against religim in 
general. You will see by a reference to this Chap- 
ter in Job that this was the spirit in which the 
question of the text was uttered: for mark the 
preceding verses ; They say unto God, Depart 
from ua; for we desire not the hmwledge of Thy ways. 
What is the Almighty that we should serve Him ? And 
what profit should we have, if we pray unto Him V 
These men doubted the efficacy and profitableness 
of prayer, because they hated all religion^ because 
they were practical atheists. And so it is now, 
the blow aimed at prayer is* meant for God ; the 
man who sneers at you and me for praying, Bre- 
thren, sneers at us because we are religious at all, 
because we remember we have souls to be saved, 
a heaven or hell to meet. 

With this class I have not at present to do. 
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There are objections raised, or difficulties felt, on 
the subject of prayer, in a different spirit. 

Let me however, before I name these, remind 
you, my Brethren, that if we, as believers in the 
Bible, be only sure that such and such a thing is 
our plain duty, is expressly commanded by God, 
we have nothing to do with difficulties — our one 
path is obedience. The creature is out of its 
place altogether when it is arraigning at its bar the 
arrangements and commands of its Creator : " It is 
written !" should stop our mouths. If we even allow 
ourselves to speculate for a moment into the pro- 
bable reasons of this or that in the Divine proceed- 
ings and government, it must not be in the spirit 
of demanding of God : " What doest Thou V We 
must take the shoes from off our feet and remem- 
ber we are standing on holy ground. My Brethren, 
there are many deep things in religion, many deep 
things in God's Providence, for the Why" and 
" Because" are not often ours in this life ; and the 
more a man ripens in religion, the more richly the 
Spirit of God dwells in him, the more does he 
cease asking for God's reasons. The young con- 
vert, the new Christian, runs eagerly into many 
a tempting field and bye-path of inquiry and specu- 
lation, he is eager to buckle on the armour of con- 
troversy; argument, debate, and discussion, pre- 
sent themselves to him in all their charms. But as 
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he grows and ripens, the more are his views sim- 
plified, the more does he see how far happier it is 
to take the Word of God as a little child, to ask 
there of his All- wise Father: ''What wilt Thou 
have me to do ? I ask no reasons, Father, I shall 
ask those in eternity, and then Thou wilt answer.'' 

Dear Brethren, rely upon it if when you find 
such and such a course to be laid down in God's 
Word as your plain duty, you then set about say- 
ing : ** But how is this ? — I do not see the reason 
for this — Why has God bid me do this ? — ^Why 
forbidden that ?" — ^rely upon it, I say, you are in 
an imhealthy and imsound state. 

But there are many who although they find the 
most frequent and the plainest injunctions and 
encouragements to prayer in the Word of Grod, yet 
make such an objection as the following. God is 
unchangeable — ^He cannot repent or alter His pur- 
poses — He cannot therefore, in answer to any 
prayers of ours, do what He had not always in- 
tended to do nor act in any different manner from 
that which He had always designed — our prayers 
then are useless — they seem to imply that God is 
such an one as ourselves, that He can be persuaded 
to do this or that contrary to, or in a manner 
different from, His original design. Now, Bre- 
thren, we do not deny the difficulty, we do not 
deny that God, as revealed to us in the Bible, is of 
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the unchangeable character and nature you speak 
of, and we cannot explain how it is that prayer is 
effectual with such a Being. But what is our duty ? 
Why, we see (whatever be the difficulties of the 
question) that there is, as it has been well said, a 
great difference between those who pray, and those 
who do not, we see that prayer is a weapon put 
into our hands by God — ^shall we refuse to wield 
that weapon, because we know not whence its 
mysterious temper and all but almighty edge are de- 
rived ? We see that Grod has so ordered the course 
of His Providence and grace that His choicest 
blessings flow through the medium of prayer ; for 
all these things He will be inquired of by us. It is 
His will, His eternal purpose, that we should have 
such and such things, and with Him ''is no vari- 
ableness neither shadow of turning,'' but it is also 
His will that we should have them by prayer. Take 
any one of the many examples of the mighty 
achievements of prayer in the Word of God — take 
the case of Hannah. No doubt it was God's un- 
alterable purpose that Hannah should have a son — 
but Hannah must pray for that son — that son must 
come to her through the medium of prayer — that 
son must even be called by a name that should 
mark him as the child of prayer, " Samuel" — i. e.. 
Asked of God.'' 

So then. Brethren, our course is plain. We are 
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not called upon to entertain any low or unworthy 
or derogatory views of Him with whom we have to 
do, but we are called upon simply to open His 
Word, and if we find there (as find, I need not say, 
we shall,) positive injunctions to prayer, and the 
most cheering promises, and the most animating 
examples of its efficacy, if, in the language of 
Bishop Taylor, " the prayers of holy men ap- 
pease God's wrath, drive away temptation, and 
resist and overcome the devil if holy prayer 
procures the ministry and service of angels, 
rescinds the decrees of God, cures sicknesses and 
obtains pardon, arrests the sun in its course, and 
stays the wheels of the chariots of the moon ; rules 
over all God's creatures, and opens and shuts the 
storehouses of rain ; unlocks the cabinet of the 
womb, and quenches the violence of fire ; stops 
the mouth of lions, and reconciles our suflfer- 
ance and weak faculties with the violence of tor- 
ment and sharpness of persecution ; pleases God 
and supplies all our needs"* — then, I say, we are 
called upon to pray, we are called upon to let no 
difficulty, no objection, no cavil, no sophistry from 
man, from the devil, or from our own hearts, 
stand between us and the Word of God. ^'It 
is luritten" (that is enough), It is written^'' 
"Pray without ceasing" — ''It is turitten,'' "the 

* Sermon on The Return of Prayers." 
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effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much." 

Oh ! Brethren, cherish not, I beseech you, an 
objecting spirit on this or any other point of yoiu: 
religion ; your spirit may be very far from the 
spirit of an infidel or even of a sceptic, but there is 
a kind of objecting spirit in too many, a spirit that 
cavils, and asks a reason at every step, a spirit so 
jealous of being imposed on, so determined for the 
" Why" and the " Wherefore" in everything. 
Some animating example, some sweet promise, 
some positive precept, some Scriptural statement 
of doctrine has just been brought forward, but 
their reason must be satisfied, they must see how 
this is reconcilable with that, they turn off every- 
thing with the chilling question, *'But how can 
these things be ?" they have a wondrous facihty in 
seeing and in starting objections. And yet, Bre- 
thren, do not misunderstand me — you are not 
called upon to enter blindfold into religion. God has 
made you a reasonable being and as such does He 
deal with you in religion but remember there is a 
wide difference between the questions : Is the 
Bible from God?'' and Is this in the Bible If 
you have once come to the conclusion, as a reason- 
able being, that the Bible is the Word of God and 
no lie, your ground is very much narrowed ; the 
only remaining question is : Is this in the Bible 
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not, remember, " Do I understand this — How 
is this but, " Is it in the Word of God If 
so, there must be no cavil, no objection, you have 
settled that all you find here is from God — ^this is 
here — dare you sit in judgment upon it ? 

These remarks, which may seem to you of a 
general character, apply most forcibly to the diffi- 
culties connected with the subject of prayer. They 
aflFbrd a ready and obvious answer to the other two 
difficulties I propose to name. " Why," says one, 

need I tell God my wants ? He knows them all — 
He cannot need that I inform Him." Why," 
says another, "am I to fancy that God, so great, 
so glorious, a Being,will regard my trifling aflfairs — 
that His ear will be open to my cry? — it were 
presumption, not faith, to think so." My Bre* 
thren, we are prepared with an answer — God 
knows our wants, but He will hear them from us. 
He will be trusted and honoured by our spreading 
all before Him ; not- because He needs information 
from us, but because He has bid us do so, and will 
have us find comfort in doing so. Though we 
cannot," says Matthew Henry, "by our prayers 
give Him any information, yet we must by our 
prayers give Him honour." True, God governs 
the vast universe, and we seem but as specks, in- 
significant and unworthy. But He who numbers 
the hairs even of the most insignificant and un- 
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worthy has bid us spread all our concerns, our 
hopes and fears, our joys and sorrows, our cares 
and comforts before Him. " It is written'* Pray 
without ceasing'* — ^it is our duty, our blessed pri- 
vilege not to cavil or object, but to obey. 

Our next and Ilnd point for consideration was 

THE NATURE AND CHARACTER OF TRUE PRAYER. 

What is prayer ? Suppose the Christian and the 
mere formalist to compare their views and expe- 
rience as to the nature of prayer. What says the 
formalist of prayer ? He highly approves of reli^ 
gion and of prayer, he loudly condemns those who 
openly and avowedly glory in their neglect of God 
and of His worship, in public or in private. Night 
and morning does he kneel down in prayer, he would 
be quite uncomfortable at entering upon his day's 
duties without prayer, he could not rest at night 
unless the night's prayer had been duly said. But 
then what does he mean by prayer ? He means a 
stated round of forms duly gone through with care 
and precision ; he would not omit them on any 
account, but, on the whole, feels, when he rises, 
that he has done a duty and no more — it is a part 
of his daily round of occupation— when it is over, 
so much of his day's business seems done. Per- 
haps he was not actually weary during his dis- 
charge of it, but he is not sorry it is done, rather 
there is a satisfaction when it is over, inasmuch as 
he has got through a portion of his engagements. 

p 
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He enters upon hisd ay, or he lies down upon his 
pillow contented and self-complacent, he thinks no 
more of his prayer till the stated hour again re- 
turns, and then again in turn this duty is dis- 
charged. But it is an isolated, fragmentary por- 
tion of his duty, it has no pervading effect upon 
his day, it has nothing of the character of a habit— ^ 
it is in no sense an element to him ; it is a separate 
detached thing-^ point. 

How is it with the Christian? What is prayer 
to him ? " Pray without ceasing" — " Ask and 
ye shall have," sounds to him not as the language 
of a command driving him into a path of duty, but 
as a gracious invitation bidding him come to an 
All-gracious Father and spread all into His ear, 
welcoming him to the bosom of an All-sympa- 
thizing and compassionate Saviour. ^'Prayer is 
heart's ease to a good Christian."^ He has his 
stated times indeed, but he knows what is meant 
by the injunction, "Pray without ceasing," that 
though it means not, " Be always on your knees, 
let the words of prayer be always on your lips" — 
yet that it has a meaning, and that it is possible 
to " pray without ceasing," to live and move with 
prayer for his element, to sanctify everything by 
prayer. Prayer is his habit ; it is not associated 
in his mind, as in the formalist's, with merely 

* Matthew Henry. 
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kneeling down night and morning to go through a 
formal round and then forgetting all ; his stated 
hour gives rather the key-note for the day than 
constitutes his whole day's prayers. During the 
day^ he walks by prayer ; he looks up to God as 
recognising His hand in all the day's events, for he 
has not left his religion in his chamber. If some 
sudden trial or temptation come upon him, some 
unexpected cross, some unexpected mercy, his 
heart is upturned, and though perhaps not a word 
is uttered to human ear, he is in prayer with his 
God. " A Christian," says Cecil, *^will find his 
parenthesis for prayer, even through his busiest 
hours." 

And oh 1 when the stated hour returns, is that 
hour's duty like any other hour's ? Oh \ rather, 
is it not the duty of duties, the privilege of privi- 
leges, the green spot in the day's desert ? I do 
not indeed say that the Christian, even in his riper 
growth in grace, can pray perfectly, any more than 
he can perform any other duty perfectly, or realize 
any other privilege perfectly here below. Oh ! no, 
there is (and he knows it, and it is too. often his 
grief and pain) coldness mingled even with his 
prayers. And therefore let me not discourage even 
the youngest and weakest babe in Christ. But it is 
always heart-work with the Christian ; if he cannot 
pray as^ he would and ought, he mourns over it, 
he struggles against it, he prays against it> yes, he 

p 2 



Digitized by Google 



212 



PRAYER. 



preys that he may pray. Sometimes be is silent and 
dumb, sometimes it is but stammering work, some- 
times it is but a sigh, a tear, an unuttered groan, 
but it is from the heart, and the Spirit of God, 
the Spirit of Prayer, owns it as His work. 

But it is not always thus with the Christian. 
And oh ! if there be one here who can only thus 
stammer as yet, one who is almost dumb before 
the mercy-seat, let me say to him, indeed, indeed, 
it shall not be always thus with you. No, there 
shall come times of refreshing [from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, times when thou shalt on thy 
knees defy the roaring lion that goeth about 
to devour thy soul, when every cloud between 
thee and thy God shall be removed, and thy 
prayers rise right upward, wafted on the incense 
of a Saviour's intercession ; thou shalt be able to 
wrestle with thy God and shalt prevail, and He 
shall bless thee, thou shalt feel thy soul disbur- 
dened of every load; some mighty distress that 
seems ready to overwhelm thee, some seven- 
times heated furnace of aifiiction, some perplexing 
dispensation, some worldly anxiety, all, all, shall 
fall from thee, as thou castest thyself upon the 
everlasting arms— thou the ignorant shalt throw 
thyself upon the All-wise, thou the weak upon the 
Almigjity, thou the sinful upon the All-holy— thou 
the creature of an hour upon the Immortal and 
Eternal ! 
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What profit then is there in prayer? Rather 
may we ask, what profit is there riot ? Not indeed 
in saying prayers only but in prayer^ in that prayer 
which, in the words of Taylor, is "an action of 
likeness to the Holy Ghost, the spirit of gentleness 
and dove-like simplicity;" that prayer which is 

the peace of our spirit, the stillness of our 
thoughts, the evenness of recollection, the seat 
of meditation, the rest of our cares, and &e calm 
of our tempest, the issue of a quiet mind, of un- 
troubled thoughts, the daughter of charity, and the 
sister of meekness." Again, says a pious Writer, 
in an oft-quoted and familiar passage, " Prayer is 
the application of want to Him who only can re- 
lieve it ; the voice of sin to Him who only can 
pardon it. It is the urgency of poverty, the pros- 
tration of humility, the fervency of penitence, the 
confidence of truth. It is not eloquence, but 
earnestness ; not the definition of helplessness, but 
the feeling of it ; not figures of speech, but com- 
punction of soul. It is the *Lord save us, we 
perish of drowning Peter ; the cry of faith to the 
ear of mercy."* 

Oh ! what profit is there not in prayer ? Re- 
member then, dear Christian Brethren, it is your 
life, it is the manna in the world's wilderness, it is 
the oil to thy souPs lamp, it is riches in poverty, 

* Hannah More. — See Bickersteth on Prayer, chap. i. 
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health m sickness, strength in weakness, hope in 
despondency, joy in sorrow, and God in alll 
What," says Hooker, " is it to pray, but the 
sending of angels upward?" Wait then upon 
your God; wait I say upon the Lord. Be not 
discouraged indeed^ though your prayers scarce 
worthy the name : rest not satisfied, be they loud, 
and earnest, and heartfelt, and believing, and 
heavenly as they may. Think not of prayer as a 
thing to he done at this time only or at that ; rather, 
strive to bathe everything in it, to be always look- 
ing up to God, always casting body and soul upon 
Him. And oh I think not thou hast yet found out 
all its profit. Oh! no, then (and not till then) 
when thou hast drained God's fulness, when 
thou hast sounded the depth of Jesus' salvation, 
when thou hast not a want to be relieved, a fear 
to be quieted, a sin to be pardpned or uprooted, a 
grace to be planted or watered — then, I say, cease 
to pray. 

Remember too how imerring a test, and how 
constant an one, your prayers furnish, of your 
spiritual state before God, of your growth or 
decay in heavenly things. Your closet is your 
surest test. If you have been overstepping your 
narrow path of heavenly duty, if soijae old habit of 
sin 19 reviving, spiqae sinful and worldly taste or 
temper yet lurking Mdthin you, or if you have been 
negleqting some duty, God will tell you of it in 
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your closet. You shall find your arm nerveless 
and withered, when you next essay to wrestle with 
Him. Prayer shall be your spiritual pulse to tell 
of health or disease. And oh ! how constant a 
test ! This or that grace may not be called into 
play to-day, or to-morrow, this or that temptation 
may not present itself to tryyoUrvows arid strength, 
but your closet will always furnish a ready answer 
to the question I Is it well 

My limits will quite preclude my oflfering, at this 
time, any hints of a definite and practical character 
as regards the due discharge of this duty. I have 
therefore confined myself on the present occasion 
to the more general question. 

Have I been speaking parables to any here? 
There may be few indeed who are living wholly in 
forgetfulness of prayer, such prayer, I mean, as 
they call by that name, but the prayer which the 
preacher has now endeavoured to describe they 
would call rhapsody, enthusiasm, perhaps hypo- 
crisy. My Brethren, I preach not my own notions 
of prayer, I turn you to the history of the saints of 
God, and I ask you what were their prayers? I 
ask you, as before God, do you find aay real com- 
fort in your prayers ? Do you ever long for the re- 
turn of your hour of prayer ? I say not always, 
but do you ever ? Do you know what it is to 
wrestle in prayer ? to wait for the answer of 
prayer ? to he praying when your stated devotions 
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are over? to live in the spirit of prayer. Oh! 
Brethren^ these are plain questions, they are easy 
questions, but as you can answer them so is your 
state before God. Oh ! remember this ! There is 
a thing which men call prayer, which has no con- 
stituent part of real prayer ; just as there is a 
thing which the world calls charity which has no 
constituent of Gospel love. The bended knee, the 
bowed head, the closed eye, the solemn look^ the 
precise form — all are good, all may be parts, ap- 
pendages to prayer, but prayer they are not. Prayer 
is the breath of the Divine Spirit in the soul ; if 
this be wanting, all else is but a sacrifice without the 
heart, seemly and broidered garments on a lifeless 
image. Conscience, the lessons of infancy, the 
habits of early youth, may cause us to kneel morn- 
ing and night each day at our bed-side — ^but oh ! 
how many do this from year to year who never 
truly pray ! Brethren, if indeed I speak to such, 
be not deceived ! lip worship is not prayer, it is 
not that hungering and thirsting, that wrestling 
which God accepts, and answers, and blesses as 
prayer. I cannot, Brethren, hide the truth though 
it destroy the complacent visions and dependencies 
of many a year. If this be all you know of prayer 
it is nothing, it has yet to be said of you : Behold, 
he prayeth !" Watch then at your next season for 
prayer. Oh ! see if your heart be in it. You 
know when your heart is in other things, you know 
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the difference between what comes from your heart 
and what reaches your heart, and what does not, in 
other matters — oh ! deceive not yourself in this I 
Have you ever looked at prayer itself, the spirit of 
prayer, as the gift of God alone, as the breathing 
of the Holy Ghost in your soul? You can no 
more pray of yourself than you can repent of 
yourself, believe of yourself, or perform any act 
of the new man in yourself- — all, all, is of God. 
Let then your prayer be, *^Lord, teach me to 
pray !" 

And now, if prayer be what I have stated, what 
shall I say to the prayerlesSy to those whose lan- 
guage is practically, if not with the lip, "What 
profit should we have if we pray unto Him?" 
Shall I tell them of the duty they are neglecting, or 
of the privilege they are despising? Of both. 
Yes, Brethren, if ye be prayerless, ye are neglecting 
the first duty, I will not say, of Christianity, but of 
all religion whatever ; you are practically atheists, 
for surely if there be a God, He is to be worship, 
ped — surely, the difference is practically small be- 
tween saying there is no God, and failing to wor- 
ship Him as God. I know you may do, or seem 
to do, without prayer, /or a timey I know that you 
may now perhaps present a fairer front than the 
man who prays ; but even in this world, it shall 
not always be so. Now affairs go smoothly and 
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prosperously, business is thriving, comforts naulti- 
plying, all is fair, all as you could wish, but — mark 
it — thou shalt one day feel what it is to be a prayer- 
less man! — one day shalt thou know what it is to 
be without God, without a Saviour, without hope 
in the world ! For one day (God grant it be not 
on a bed of death !) thou shalt find the sweetest cup 
of earthly pleasure pall upon thy lips — one day 
thou shalt 9ay of wife, of children, of houses, of 
lands, of friends, ''Miserable comforters are ye 
all !" It must be so. No man, no creature can 
finally find his portion of comfort and of happi- 
ness out of God. 

But I tell thee too of a privilege despised. 
Oh ! how must all who have ever tasted the 
heavenly joys of prayer pity a prayerless man ! — 
a man with no arm to bear his burden of care, 
of despondency and of sorrow, a man unblessed 
of God 1 Oh ! my Brother, thou art hungering 
when there is a rich banquet spread for thee 1 
thou art thirsting when there is a fountain in the 
desert! thou art choosing sorrow for joy, and 
care for comfort ! Oh ! taste and see how gra- 
cious the Liord is ! Now look tq him to breathe 
Divine life into thy soul, and thou shalt breathe 
a new air-^thou shalt live a new life — thou shalt 
be a new man ! And when sin,^ and want, and 
care, and sorrow are for ever fled away, when 
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death is vanquished, and Satan for ever beaten 
down, then shall prayer cease, for amid the in- 
numerable worshippers around the throne, when 
hope shall have given place to eternal enjoyment, 
and faith be lost in eternal sight, then shall the 
prayers of earth be for ever hushed amid eternal 
praises. 
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CHRISrS BANQUETING HOUSE, AND CHRIST'S 
BANNER.* 



Song of Solomon, ii. 4 — He brought me to the 
banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.'^ 

Behold the Bridegroom cometh!'* — such the 
cry that shall summon a slumbering world to judg- 
ment, and the church to glory. " The marriage 
supper" is even now preparing, and " blessed are 
they which are called'* to it ; the Bride is even now 
adorning till she be presented " as a chaste virgin 
to Christ," the Husband of her espousals and her 
love. Even now is her Beloved hers and she is 
His — even now is His desire towards her. But not 
until all things" are new," not until sin and 
death and sorrow and crying and pain shall be no 
more, shall her every spot and wrinkle be done 

* Preached before the administration of the Lord's Supper. 
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away; and then, when the voice of her Beloved 
is heard : " Arise, my love, my fair one, and come 
away !" — shall she be glorified with the glory of 
heaven and of God. 

Of this mystic love, of these mystic espousals, 
does Solomon sing in this " Song of Songs/* In 
all the fervid and impassioned glow of eastern 
imagery does he set forth the loveliness alike 
of Bride and Bridegroom, together with their 
mutual love. But as the Bride, the Church, is 
but the aggregate, the whole body of those that 
be Christ's, of His elect, called, cleansed, and 
justified saints, so must the love between Christ 
and each saint, the union between Him and the 
soul of each individual member of the whole body 
of believers, the Church — so must this, I say, corre- 
spond to the love and union between Christ and 
His Church at large. It is not only to the Church 
at large that Christ is lovely and exceeding pre- 
cious ; He is so to each believer's soul. It is not 
for the Church at large alone that there are such 
exceeding great and precious things in Him ; each 
saint has a claim to all the riches of His grace and 
glory. It is not the Church at large alone that 
finds " all" her fresh springs" in Him, and leans 
upon her Beloved in the wilderness ; He is a fountain 
of*' fresh springs" to your soul and mine, Brethren, 
if we be His; and upon His arm, as upon the arm of 
the Beloved of our souls, are we leaning amid this 
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wilderness world ; ub too has he brought to His 
^^banqueting-house" — over our heads too is His 
•'banner'' "love." 

Yes, Brethren, to His banqueting-house'' are 
we this morning brought, and over that holy table 
is Calvary's banner waving, red indeed with blood 
but bright with glory. Which of us does not there 
read "Love** — ^love to man, love to sinners ? Oh ! 
there are those among you, dear Brethren, who 
always find food in this house ; the Word read and 
preached is ever the " bread of life" to your souls. 
But to-day this is a house not of food alone, but of 
banquet — to-day the Saviour's board is spread with 
richer dainties. Why and with what feelings should 
we draw near ? What mean we by this service ? 
What mean that bread and wine ? Let these be 
our inquiries : let me, by God's grace, prepare your 
minds and my own, dear Brethren, for these holy 
mysteries, and let us pray that the Lord of that 
banquet would so bless His Word spoken as to 
cause all here to hunger and thirst after the hea- 
venly food. 

Why then, and with what feelings arb wb 

TO DRAW NEAR? 

I answer, — ^I. we are to " do this in rbmem-* 
brance" of Christ ; we are to do it, in order to 

SHEW FORTH THE LoRD'S DEATH TILL Hb COME." 

True, to remember Jesus, is the daily, hourly, 
strength and comfort of the Christian's soul — to 
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forget Jesus is to have the pulse of spiritual life 
cease to beat — ^to remember Jesus stills conscience 
and silences the curse — to remember Jesus sheds 
a halo of hope and pardon over by-gone years of 
godlessness and sin — ^to remember Jesus draws 
affliction's sting, arouses to duty, uproots sin, and 
nerves the soul for the spiritual conflict — to remem- 
ber Jesus bids the tear of penitence to flow, brightens 
the eye of faith, gives language to the unuttered 
groaning of prayer, and unlocks the lips of praise. 
The Christian's life is a remembrance of Jesus, 
a "looking unto Jesus." But here, in His own 
feast, at His own board, is an especial remem- 
brance of Him ; this the memorial Himself hath 
appointed. True, the life of the Christian is the 
daily, hourly, shewing forth of the death of His 
Lord, until He come, a shewing it forth as the 
rock and anchor of his own hope, and as the type 
and pattem of his own crucifixion and death to sin. 
But ''these mysteries," says the pious Hooker, 
" do as nails fasten us to His very cross." Yes, 
Brethren, to draw nigh to this feast is, in an espe-* 
cial and pre-eminent manner, to shew forth the 
death of our Lord, it is as the word* used by 
the Apostle signifies, to declare, to publish, to pro- 
claim to the world that our hopes and trust are 
here. 

* " Korayy^crc." 
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And oh ! thus to remember Jesus , thus to shew 
forth the death of Jesus — ^what is it ? It is to read 
again the title-deeds of our salvation — to remem- 
ber heaven lost and heaven regained — it is to recal 
the sins of yesterday, the sins of age, of manhood, 
of youth, of childhood, and to set against them the 
simple, yet wondrous words, " The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all sin There is no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus" — 
to utter the bold challenge^ Who is he that con- 
demneth ?" Who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God's elect ?" 

To remember Jesus, to shew forth the death of 
Jesus, is to weigh the exceeding sinfulness of sin, 
to estimate the fearful consequences of sin, to be 
abased under sin committed^ and uplifted under 
the consciousness of guilt removed. It is to re- 
member that while eternal grace decreed and 
framed the wondrous scheme, while love eternal 
brought the victim down, sin, our sin, upreared 
that cross — it is to recognise in the cry : " Let him 
be crucified!" the voice, not of the mad rabble, but 
of the broken law ; to see the curse, and not the 
spear, opening that riven side ; sin, not the nails, 
piercing those bleeding hands. 

To remember Jesus, to shew forth the death of 
Jedus, is to remember eternal grace, wondrous com- 
passion, matchless love. It is to trace the streams 
of healing, of holiness and peace, back to the eter- 
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nal fountain — it is to feel what this meaiieth, 
God 80 loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son;'' and this, "God commendeth His 
love toward us in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us." It is to marvel with angels 
over the great mystery of godliness, God "mani- 
fest in the flesh," the Son of God upon the cross ! 

To remember Jesus, to shew forth the death of 
Jesus, is to remember the hell from which He has 
rescued, and the place He has gone to prepare for 
us, even the heaven which He has purchased. Oh ! 
dear Christian Brethren, " fellow-citizens with the 
saints," " there remaineth a rest for the people of 
God." How refreshing to remember in this wil- 
derness world, the Canaan, the Beulah, the incor- 
ruptible, the undefiled, the unfading — ^Eden, I will 
not say — the more than Eden, that smiles on for us 
Jordan's further bank. Here is tiumoil, and strife, 
and trouble — there joy, yea, rivers of peace ; here 
is pollution — there sin cannot enter ; here is mourn- 
ing and woe — there nor groans, nor sighs, nor 
tears. Oh ! as from Nebo's top, Moses, the man 
of God, gazed on that earthly Canaan, into which 
however he might not enter, so from this banquet 
table does the eye of faith soar to that better land 
whither " an entrance shall be ministered abun- 
dantly" — ^here does the Christian seem to gain 
" the wings of a dove," and " to flee away, and be 
at rest !" 
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Oh ! then, dear Brethren, if ever ye are to indi- 
vidualize Christ Jesus as your Saviour, it is now. 
If there be a time when you are to realize to your- 
self the " exceeding great and precious" things of 
His Gospel, if ever you are to feel the assurance of 
that "hope which entereth in within the veil," if 
ever to rejoice in sin pardoned, and to be abased 
under sin committed, if ever to magnify eternal 
grace, if ever, on earth, to gaze by faith on the 
bright land of your inheritance, if ever to look up 
to a reconciled Father with all the joy and love and 
confidence of children — oh ! surely it is now ! — ^it is 
here ! — ^it is when ye thus remember Jesus and shew 
forth His death, when He brings you " to the ban- 
queting house and His banner over" you is love." 

Do I perchance address one whose faith has of 
late been less simple, less bold, less realizing, 
whose hopes have become clouded, whose peace is 
shaken ? Once perhaps, and that at no long dis- 
tance back, Jesus died" silenced alike an alarmed 
conscience, an accusing law, a harassing and 
cruel adversary. But of late you have been 
tempted to question the genuineness of the work, 
you suspect yourself of self-deception, your sins, 
which seemed cast behind your back, revive in all 
their aggravated blackness and heinousness, and 
you are perplexed and in despair. Your appropria- 
tion of the Gospel promises seems to have been 
presumption, not faith. Oh ! dear Brother, whither 
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shouldest thou turn that it may be with thee as 
in days past, that faith, and hope, and peace, may 
revive ? Whither but to that banquet table over 
which the banner is love ? Here, oh ! here, learn 
that thy faith was no presumption, that the chas- 
tisement of your peace was upon Jesus, that His 
body was broken, His blood shed for tkee — here 
listen to the welcome sound, "Thy sins are for- 
given thee; go in peace!" "Reach hither thy 
hand and thrust it into" His " side," and put thy 
finger " into the print of the nails," and be " not 
faithless but believing !" 

But I observe Ilndly, that the partaking of this 
ordinance is the renewing of our oath of alle- 
giance TO Jesus as the King and Captain of 
our Salvation. 

Yes, each time that we draw near to this holy 
table, we declare anew that we are " on the 
Lord's side." He who comes to it for the first 
time fcdfils his baptismal pledge, and throws down 
the gauntlet against sin, the world, and Satan. He 
who comes as an accustomed guest declares that 
he has not repented of the side he has chosen, 
that, though he has found " the fight of faith" a 
hard fight, he is not going over to the enemy's 
ranks. Rather is he come to be anew enrolled, to 
buckle his armour more closely about him, to 
strengthen him anew for the conflict. 

Perhaps I speak now to some who, since they last 
Q 2 



Digitized by 



228 Christ's banqueting house, 



drew nigh to this heavenly feast, have been sleeping 
at their post, have found that the world and sin 
and the tempter have been gaining ground. Old 
habits of sin have been reviving, the world has re- 
gained some few of its charms, the tempter has led 
them into some inconsistencies of conduct. There 
is a dulness, a deadness, slowly creeping over their 
souls. The cares of life perhaps have been harass- 
ing and oppressing unduly — some dark, beclouded, 
providence has been lowering over them, and they 
have been unable to see a smiling Father through 
the cloud. They have been constrained by circum- 
stances, by their business and pursuits in life, to 
mingle much with the men of the world, their tem- 
pers have been called forth and ruffled, they have 
not carried out into the dealings and intercourse of 
life the vows and professions which they made a 
few weeks since at this table. Their closets too 
perhaps are beginning to witness against them. 
And what shall these do this morning ? Shall they 
absent themselves from this feast ? Oh ! rather, if 
there be such here, they are the very persons who 
should draw near, thankful that they are again 
called on to renew the vows they are being tempted 
to forget and to break. They, of all men, have a 
past to mourn over, a future to fear. Where shall 
the voice of comfort and of pardon soothe their 
mourning and their self-reproaches, but where the 
banner over them is love, pardoning love ? Whence 
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shall they be strengthened for the conflict but by 
the bread and wine of life ? 

Oh ! then draw near, ye whose consciences wit- 
ness that ye are such — draw near and strengthen 
the things that remain, that are ready to die." 
You know not, from how long a career of backslid- 
ing this food, by God's blessing, may save you. 
This is the very opportimity you need. Your soul 
is hke a gasping, thirsty land — here is the dew of 
heaven ! 

And oh ! how shalt thou be nerved for the week's 
conflict ! How many days mayest thou go in the 
strength of this food ! Think you that when sin 
and lust again assault you, it will be of no avail to 
have read the heinousness of sin once again at the 
cross of Jesus ? When thou art tempted to tear 
open afresh thy Redeemer's wounds, will it not 
stay thee, that thou hast so lately gazed on them 
at the table of His love ? When Satan is again 
raging, the world ensnaring, oh ! how strengthen- 
ing shall it be to remember thy vows, thy oath of 
allegiance, here renewed, to remember that the 

banner" imder which thou art fighting, art sworn 
to fight, is "love!" 

Come, my soul, temptation flying, 

Arm thee for the strife within : 
Jesus, thy Redeemer, dying, 

Stamps an infamy on sin : 
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Yield, my heart, no longer hardened. 

Rouse thy every latent power : 
Cleans'd, and wash'd, and freely pardon'd. 

Go in peace, and sin no more/' 

When trials press, and anxieties are causing thee 
to despond, when thy horizon is darkening, oh! 
how wilt thou be enabled to cast thy burden upon 
thy sustaining God, remembering how lately thou 
hast here been reminded that He gave thee His 
only begotten Son — How then,'' thou wilt ask, 

shall He not with Him freely give" me "aZZ 
things ?" 

« In that bruised body broken. 
In the shedding of that blood, 
What a gracious pledge and token, 
Lord, have we for every good !'* 

But I remind you, Illrdly, that this ordinance is 
A MEANS OF GRACE, a chauuel through which 
grace in all its sanctifying and comforting power is 
to flow to your souls. Oh ! if to read the Word of 
God be a means of grace, if baptism, if prayer, if 
preaching, be means of grace, how especial a 
means the Supper of the Lord ! How wondrous 
food the emblems of His body and blood ! Oh ! if 
Jesus leave not His Word without witness in the 
foolishness of preaching," if " where two or three 
are gathered together" in His name, He be there 
to bless them, shall His own table lack His pre- 



Digitized by Google 



AND Christ's banner. 



231 



sence? Shall He not in an especial manner 
remember His saints when they in an especial 
manner remember him ? Oh ! sm-ely He has, He 
must needs have, an especial blessing for the table 
of His love ! Surely, if there be on earth a scene 
on which our Father and his Father beams a richer 
smile, it is on the own table of the Son whom He 
gave for us! Surely, if ever Jesus' Baptismal 
Dove hover around our holy courts, the sacramental 
table must be the table of His fullest and most 
especial grace ! 

Here then, dear Brethren, are you to renew your 
strength — here are you to draw water from the 
wells of salvation." This is a table prepared in the 
wilderness for you. Do you feel yourselves dissa- 
tisfied (as which of us does not?) with the mea- 
sure of grace and holiness to which you have 
already attained ? Is your constant longing: " Oh ! 
for a closer walk with God !" When last you 
measured your strength against your besetting 
sin, did you find it only weakness ? Are you look- 
ing, with longing but abased eyes, to the attain- 
ments, the bright and shining graces, of the saints 
of Grod aroimd you ? Are you yearning to follow 
them, as they follow Jesus ? Does their heavenly 
walk condemn your lukewarm zeal, your too unsub- 
dued and hasty spirit, your anxiety after the things 
of this life, your timid conformity to the world? 
Are you longing for greater enlargement of soul in 
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prayer ? Oh ! dear Brethren, whither but to the 
sacramental table shall ye turn? to the crown- 
ing means of grace ? Draw near hither for 
the increase of faith, of patience, of courage, 
of holiness, of humility, of peace, of joy. Here 
is " the communion of saints'' — here blooms 
''the tree of life, its blessings hang in clus- 
ters — here flow with fuller and deeper streams 
the rivers of God's grace and love — ^here, though 
it be dry on all the earth beside, shall Gideon's 
fleece be moistened with the dew of heaven — ^here 
may you buckle on the whole armour of God" — 
from this brook choose the '' five smooth stones" 
that shall slay the spiritual Goliath — here may you 
rekindle your dying embers of faith, and holiness, 
and love, and grace — here may you taste of 
heaven ! 

Do you think this language high-flown, exag- 
gerated, forced? I appeal to the true Christian 
who is wont to be a guest at that table — to him I 
fearlessly put the question, " Am I exaggerating ?" 
Where have your happiest hours been spent ? I 
fear not though you call to mind the richest cup of 
earthly bliss you ever drained— I fear not though 
you call to mind the bright, sunny days of child- 
hood and youth, ere a cloud lowered or a storm 
burst over your path — I care not though the wife 
of thy bosom, and thy dear home and children 
crowd into thy mind — but, I say, "Where have been 
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your happiest hours ?" Oh 1 how often when God 
seemed to have forgotten to be gracious" and to 
have *'shut up His loving-kindness in displeasure/' 
how often when His face seemed hid, and all was 
dark and cheerless within, and thou wast exclaim- 
ing. Lord, how long ?" — ^how often when business 
has gone cross, when the false world has plunged 
the iron of its barb into your soul, some familiar 
friend" torn your heart-strings — when poverty was 
pressing, and still more than all, when sin has been 
reviving, Satan raging and perhaps triumphing — 
how often have you found life and joy and strength, 
a season of blessed refreshing, in " the banqueting 
house "of Jesus' love ! You have eaten the heavenly 
manna, you have returned with " the oil of joy for 
mourning, and the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness"! In this light especially — as a 
MEANS OF GRACE — I am auxious to press this holy 
feast upon some here present, upon the timid, 
weak, and doubting Christian, the Christian whose 
timidity, and weakness, and doubt keep him away, 
My dear Brother, if indeed I address but one such, 
if there be a Christian for whom this table is more 
specially spread it is for you — oh! believe it! 
Surely, surely, you axe not going to turn your back 
on it this morning! It is well indeed that you 
mourn your timidity, and weakness, and lack of 
faith — it is not well that you turn your back upon 
the remedy. Ye are but children indeed, but this 
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is the children's hread. It is indeed a solemn table, 
a solemn feast — ^but to partake of it is not some 
lofty eminence, some great thing to be done, some 
point in grace to be attained, reserved only for the 
riper Christian — it is a means of grace — the very 
place for the conscience-stricken sinner, for we 
" do this in remembrance" of Jesus — ^it is the very 
place for the trembling penitent, for the guests at 
this table lean upon the bosom of Jesus — the very 
place for him who is mourning his little faith," 
for here the eye rests, without a hindrance between, 
full upon the cross of Jesus — ^the very place for 
the prodigal longing for a father's smile, yet half- 
trembling lest he meet a father's frown, for the 
^'banner" over it is *'love" — the very place for 
the soul that mourns its weakness^ its coldness, its 
remaining leaven, for this ''flesh is meat indeed," 
and this '' blood is drink indeed !" 

Dear Brethren, if ye come not hither, ye are 
starving your souls. You cannot afford to lose 
any one of the means of grace, still less the crown- 
ing means of all. No one supersedes the other. 
Could you live without Prayer ? Will you hence- 
forth shut up the Word ? Will you keep spiritual 
life within without the Sabbath ? Will you hence- 
forth forsake the Preaching of the Word ? You see 
and confess that for lack of any one of these your 
souls would be starved. And yet you hope to 
thrive without the crowning means of all ! Oh ! 
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Brethren, do not so I What fitter place for you 
than the table of your Lord? Are ye smcere? 
I will not even say have ye chosen (lest I dishearten 
you) but are ye really and honestly and from souls 
desiring to choose God as your portion? Are ye 
really anxious at last to part company with the 
multitude among whom ye have hitherto walked ? 
Are ye asking the way to Zion'' with your " faces 
thitherward"? Are ye, I will not say, subduing , 
but are ye longing to svbdue, toiling to subdue, 
watching, praying to subdue, your own hearts, to 
walk according to the will of your God, and the 
ensample of your holy Saviour ? Then draw near 
hither ! Ibr here is the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of 
your risen Lord, the Sanctifier, the Comforter, the 
mightier than Satan, waiting to descend into, to 
dwell in your hearts ; at once to fit you for, and 
to be as the earnest of, " the inheritance of the 
saints in light." Here is such a view of the cross, 
as shall be " death to" sin and " every vice." 

Oh! then faint-hearted, trembling Brother, 
bring every burden, every fear, every doubt, every 
anxiety, every trial — leave not one behind — and 
find rest unto your soul"! True, you are not 
worthy — ^has ever a worthy guest sat down there ?— 
but thou art hidden. True thou art a sinner — are 
you waiting till you cease to be such? — then 
may you altogether forget this feast — ^but oh! 
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Brethren, it is not the angePs, it is the sinner's 
table, for it is the table of the sinner's Saviour. 

" Approach, ye poor, nor dare refuse, 
The banquet spread for you ; 
Dear Saviour, this is welcome news 
Then I may venture too. 

If guilt and sin afford a plea, 

And may obtain a place, 
Surely the Lord will welcome me, 

And I shall see His face." 

, "All Christian people must come. They indeed 
that are in the state of sin, must not come so, but 
yet they must come ; first they must quit their 
state of death, and then partake of the bread of 
life. They that are at enmity with their neigh- 
bours must come ; that is no excuse for their not 
coming ; only they must not bring their enmity 
along with them, but leave it, and then come. 
They that have variety of secular employment must 
come ; only they must leave their secular thoughts 
and affections behind them, and come and converse 
with God. If any man be well grown in grace, he 
must needs come, because he is excellently disposed 
to so holy a feast ; but he that is but in the infancy 
of piety, had need to come, that so he may grow in 
grace. The strong must come lest they become weak, 
and the weak that they may become strong. The 
sick must come to be cured, the healthful to be pre- 
served. They that have leisure must come, because 
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they have no excuse; they that have no leisure must 
come hither, that by so excellent religion they may 
sanctify their business. The penitent sinners must 
come, that they may be justified ; and they that are 
justified that they may be justified still. They that 
have fears and great reverence to these mysteries, 
and think no preparation to be sufficient, must re- 
ceive, that they may learn how to receive the more 
worthily; and they that have a less degree of 
reverence must come often to have it heightened ; 
that as those creatures that live amongst the snows 
of the mountains, turn white with their food and 
conversation with such perpetual whitenesses, so 
our souls may be transformed into the similitude 
and union with Christ by our perpetual feeding on 
him, and conversation, not only in His courts, but 
in His very heart and most secret affections and 
incomparable purities."* 

And now, Brethren, would to God that T had no 
other duty than the delightful one which I have 
been now discharging ! Would to God I had not 
to address a word of warning to some who perhaps 
are purposing to come, a word of expostulation to 
many, alas ! very many, who will presently turn 
their backs upon our holy feast ! 

Oh ! my dear Hearers, this is indeed no pleasing 
part of my duty, but duty it is, and I dare not 
shrink from it. Is the Formalist coming to this 

* Jeremy Taylor's Holy Living and Dying. 
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table ? Or the Worldbf-hearted Professor , is he come 
to be a guest ? These are they who think it a 
seemly and a respectable thing to be seen at church 
and even at the Sacramental ordinance ; but abase- 
ment for sin they have never known, to eat, even 
spiritually, of the Lord's body and blood is to them 
a hyperbolical, a figurative phrase. They come to 
that table with solemn look indeed, and with solemn 
step, but to long for the return of the feast day, to 
himger and thirst for the heavenly food — alas ! this 
they know not. They retire self-complacent and 
satisfied, they have done a duty, and " merit" is 
written on its discharge. They might as well have 
told so many beads. And what can I say to them ? 
Shall I say, " Depart from this holy table"? No— 
but I say, and oh ! I say it in love — come no more 
as formalists, mock not Him who is a heart-search- 
ing Spirit — bring not your bodies only, but your 
souls. Remember, I beseech you, the meaning of 
this service. It is no mere form, no lifeless duty, 
to remember Jesus, to shew forth the death of 
Jesus. Oh! can you receive the very emblems of His 
body broken. His blood outpoured, and be immoved 
at the thought that this body was broken, this 
blood outpoured for you? Can you inscribe 
merit" upon your attendance at the very table 
where Grace, Grace" is written in characters of 
blood ? Can you carry mockery into the Holy of 
Holies?" Do you feel no emotion of humiliation 
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and praise, to find yourself not picking up the 
crumbs, but sitting at the children's table ? Oh ! 
pause ere you freeze that cup of life and blessing 
by mere formality's icy touch ! Formahty is no 
wedding garment for this feast. This is no table 
for the mere moralist, the self-righteous, no table 
for the Pharisee to thank God he is not as other 
men are" — ^itis the table of the heart-smitten Pub- 
lican, the table for the sinner saved by grace — the 

banner" over it is love !" 

But I have asked is the Worldly Professor come to 
be a guest ? What shall I say to such ? This is the 
table of the world's enemies, of those who, if not yet 
able to brave the world, are enlisted to do so ; the table 
at which the Christian veteran, and the Christian re- 
cruit, if, since they last made their vows, they have 
broken them, are yet come this morning to renew 
them with more intense purpose and solemnity of 
heart. The guests here turn off no eye to Sodom. 
The food is from Heaven, yea, from the Throne — 
no dish from the world, no swine-husks of earth 
pollute the board. If then ye be determined to 
compromise, if ye still cling though but to the 
skirts of the harlot world, if your heart's full cry is 
not to God, to Christ, and to the Spirit — may 
offend you, but I dare not deceive you — and oh ! 
Brethren, dear Brethren, I beseech you be not 
offended to your own ruin, — this is no place for 
you ! The world's table and Christ's, the world's 
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cup and Christ's, have no fellowship — light hath no 
communion with darkness. A man must choose 
between the ball-room and the table of the Lord — 
he has no right to both — he cannot to-day be taking 
the oath of allegiance to Jesus, and to-morrow 
slinking into the ranks of his enemies. Suppose, as 
you draw near to that table, you were to see a man 
there whom you last night sawreeling with drunken- 
ness — or from whose lips you then heard wanton- 
ness or blasphemy — suppose you saw a man whom 
you knew to be living in adultery there — ^would 
you not shudder? Would you not look roimd, 
one to the other, with amazement ? Well — is 
drunkenness, is blasphemy, is licentiousness, the 
only sin ? Does sin always wear such open, such 
hateful forms ? Is the effect upon himaan society 
the only standard of guilt ? Brethren, if there be 
a thing against which the wrath of God is pointed, 
if there be a term in which the myriad forms of 
godlessness and sin are summoned up — sin refined, 
sin cloaked perhaps, but still sin — it is worldlinesSy 
it is the world. The drunkard shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God — those,you say, are plain words — 
are these less plain, The friendship of the 
world is enmity with God." — " Whosoever will 
be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." 

Thou shalt not commit adultery," — ^plain words 
again. Are these obscure : Be not conformed 
to this world ? " But there is a painful topic — I 



Digitized by Google 



AND Christ's banner. 



241 



fear, a painful sight, yet remaining. When the 
preacher has done, we must open ^ur doors — for 
what? for men bearing the Christian name to 
turn their backs upon the Christian's table ! — for 
sinners to refuse to remember Jesus, to shew forth 
the death of Jesus ! They have sat in His house 
as a house of prayer ^ as a house of preaching — but 
as a banqueting hcmse,'' it is slighted and deserted. 
O blessed Saviour ! can it be that an invitation to 
Thy table is spumed ? Can it be that it cost Thee 
a life of toil and a death of shame for sinners, that 
Thy death alone is the sinner's hope and ransom, 
that through that death Heaven is opened, the law 
satisfied, and the curse removed — and yet the sin- 
ner will not shew it forth ! 

And why is this ? Why, when Jesus is even 
now standing at that table, and unfolding the ban- 
ner of his love, why, that when with thorn-encircled 
brow, with streaming side, and yet with the halo of 
Deity around Him, He calls, " Come unto me," — 
why, that when the Spirit waiteth to be gracious, 
why, when God's pardoning and accepting smile is 
there — oh ! why is it that thou from time to time 
turnest thy back, yea, art even now purposing to 
do so ? Is it that thou art unprepared ? unpre- 
pared to receive the pledges of a Saviour's love — 
how then art thou prepared to meet him as a 
Judge ? What imfits thee for this table that does 
not unfit thee to rfic? Is there some sin which 

R 
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thou art consciously cherishing, with which thou art 
not yet prepared to part, hut which thou knowest 
unfits thee for this feast ? — oh ! what if death sur- 
prise thee with that sin yet pressed to thy heart ? 
Art thou purposing to come after some present 
anxieties are relieved, some present schemes com- 
pleted, and when thou art more at ease ? — ^Death 
waits not for the anxieties, the schemes, the lei- 
sure of man. 

But if it he thus with thee, thou art unprepared 
to pray. Solemn as this tahle is, is it so solemn as 
that prayer and all other religious service are, in 
comparison, as nothing? Does not the sin that keeps 
you from this table interpose a cloud between your 
prayers and God? Have you not already this 
morning gone too far? Already have you con- 
fessed yourself a miserable sinner — did you mean 
nothing by this ? — this is the miserable sinner's 
table. Already have you oflfered many a prayer 
through Jesus — this is Jesus' table. Already have 
you thanked God, above all'' things, " for the re- 
demption of the world" by His Son, " for the means 
of grace" aflPbrded, for the hope of glory" held 
out — it is to remember, to shew forth this redemp- 
tion and this Saviour that thou art now called. 

And oh 1 Brethren, yourselves are now making 
a separation between Christ's people and you. It 
seemeth to you a slight thing now to spurn the in- 
vitation to the marriage supper — but remember, 



Digitized by Google 



AND Christ's banner. 



243 



there will one day be a cry — Behold the Bride- 
groom Cometh I" — ^and oh ! how rapidly, how un- 
alterably, how eternally, shall the door then be 
shut I Beware, beware, lest ye be then wanting 
at the filling up of that table. The title to it, yea, 
the wedding garment is even now offered. Here, 
too, is a foretaste of it at thy Saviour's earthly 
board. Oh ! there is no refuge for those that be 
cast out from Heaven's feast, there is nought 
but weeping and gnashing of teeth ! 

And now, dear Christian Brethren, **ye that mind 
to come to the holy Communion of the body and 
blood of our Saviour Christ," draw near with faith — 
draw near with penitence — draw near with love. 
Remember Jesus ! — He died for thee. Remember 
Jesus! — ^He lives a Priest for thee. Remember 
Jesus ! — ^He is the Son of God. Remember Jesus — 
the Son of Man ! What stain then shall He not 
cleanse? With what sorrow shall He not sym- 
pathize ? Art thou fainting in the fight ? Dost 
thou dread even the next week's conflict ? Here 
then renew thy vows, here swear again the Chris- 
tian soldier's oath — go forth in the name of the 
living God, — the " banner" over thee is ** love," — 
and be thou more than conqueror ! 

And oh ! when emblems and signs are over, the 
heaven thou hast here foretasted shall be thine — 
the banner, not of conflict or protection, but of 

R 2 
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triumph, shall wave over thee — the multitude that 
no man can number shall be thy fellow guests at 
that marriage feast — the Bridegroom, even thy 
soul's Beloved, Jesus, shall be there — and this 
fruit of the vine shalt thou drink " new in" thy 
Father's kingdom!" 



Digitized by Google 



SERMON XII. 



NON-CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. 



Romans, xii. 2 — Be not conformed to this world,^^ 

The New Testament is, in reference to practice, a 
code of principles rather than of laws. By which I 
mean, not that there are not in the New Testa- 
ment, even in its most doctrinal parts, a great 
number of specific precepts, injunctions, and pro«^ 
hibitions, but that it aims at giving us certain 
grand and broad first principles as the rule and 
standard of our duty, rather than at legislating for 
individual cases, rather than at enjoining by name 
and specifically each Christian obligation, or pro- 
hibiting by name and specifically each unlawful 
act. It is obvious that it could not have been 
otherwise in a book intended by God not for an 
age, but for all time." It is obvious " that even^the 
world itself could not contain the books that should 
be written," were it intended that man should 
have a divine code of statutes, in which, in every 
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age, and under every form of society, he should find 
each one of the myriad forms of sin, every sup- 
posable case of duty, specifically and individually 
named. Christian law must hold general language, 
not, as in the case of human enactments, because 
the lawgiver cannot foresee every contingency 
and anticipate every possible and supposable case 
(for here the lawgiver is the Onmiscient God) but 
because such a Bible as enactments thus specific 
and minute would involve, in a word, such a Bible 
as should be a complete code of statutes and laws 
rather than of principles^ would be, if not quite use- 
less, yet all but useless, to us, quite unadapted for 
such a being, such a life- time as man's. 

But I must explain more clearly and definitely 
what I intend to convey. There are few, I may 
safely say none, of those who have been really 
awakened to a sense of divine things and to an 
anxiety about their souls — men who are asking 
their way to Zion with their faces thitherward" — 
there are, I say, few of these, supposing them to 
be honest and in good earnest, who do not, espe- 
ciially during the earlier stages of their Christian 
career, find many doubtful cases of duty, many 
points which puzzle them, many things (and I am 
alluding more particularly to their intercourse with 
the world, and their daily conversation in it) upon 
the lawfulness and propriety of which they feel 
unable to decide. Mind, my Brethren, I am sup» 



Digitized by Google 



NON-CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. 247 



posing the case of an honest, sincere, enquirer, of 
a man who only wants to know his duty, fully pre- 
pared and resolved, by God's grace, to practise it 
when known. I am not taking the case of tl^ 
half-hearted, worldly professor, the man who wishes 
to make a compromise between sin and religion, 
Christ and Belial, the world and God. And I 
say that the young convert, the sincere and con- 
scientious enquirer, feels many and perplexing 
difficulties in reference to his duty. Would this 
be improper ? Would it be inconsistent with my 
Christian profession ? Would it be a return to the 
world from which I am anxious completely to 
escape?" Take the case of Amusements. The 
Christian whose case I am supposing would be 
quite prepared to give up every amusement that 
he had once satisfactorily and positively ascertained 
to be contrary to the Word of God ; and more, 
would be anxious always to decide on the safe side, 
and therefore would never, in a doubtful case, give 
a suspected amusement the benefit of his doubts. 
But then he finds, in the present day, so many cases 
which he does not find mentioned in tite Word of 
God ; he cannot turn, as each case arises, to chap- 
ter and verse, and say, Here, in so many words, 
is the very thing I am looking for." And therefore 
he is left still, in many cases, in doubt* 

Now, I have already said that from the very 
nature of the case and of necessity, it must be 
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SO. If the Bible was to be a lamp unto the feet 
and a light unto the path not only of the man 
of leisure and of the studious, but to all, the Bible 
must be small, brief, compendious. 

But apart from the very necessity of the case, 
another and a very important end is gained. 

These very occasions for doubt prove the en- 
quirer's sincerity; theyare a moral and spiritual trial 
to him. He does not find the exact case which he 
would have solved, solved specifically and in so many 
words. If he did this (of course, in many cases 
he will, for, as I have said, there are many pre- 
cepts in the New Testament) — but, I say, if he did 
this in every case, it would, in every case, be a 
simple question of obedience or disobedience. 
But now, his candour, his sincerity, his honesty, 
are tested, inasmuch as he is left to apply, not a 
specific precept to a specific case (for I am not sup- 
posing so plain an instance as this) — he is left not 
always to read so simple an answer as, Thou shalt 
not steal," in answer to the simple question," May 
I steal ?" but to apply a general principle, to test by 
a general principle the case which is the source of 
his difficulty and doubt. He is left to judge, as 
before a heart-searching God, not only of the letter 
but of the spirit of Scripture, of the length and 
breadth of the commandment — of the spiritual in- 
clusiveness of the Divine law. And he is thus put 
upon a trial, since if he be dishonest and insincere. 
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there is room for sophistry and unfairness in the 
application of the general principle to the given 
case. Here is a test by which may be discerned 
whether he went unbiassed to the law and to the 
testimony," or whether he had a lurking determina- 
tion to accommodate the law and the testimony" 
to his wishes, or even a lurking desire to find them 
on his side.* 

I have been led to make these introductory re- 
marks, as I purpose, in reliance upon God's bless- 
ing, to offer you some instruction this morning 
upon the subject of the Christian's duty in refer- 
ence to his intercourse with the world, and to the 
breadth of that line which is to be drawn between 
him and it. And I trust that in pursuing our sub- 
ject, a subject obviously of a most practical cha- 
racter, we shall see the useful bearing of the re- 
marks with which I began. 

Let us then, Brethren, consider 

I. The Christian's position in reference to 
the world. 

II. The Christian's duty in that position. 
Now it is obvious. Brethren, that Christianity 

does not altogether call a man out of the world. 
*^ I wrote unto you in an epistle," says Paul, 

* The reader of " Butler's Analogy" will recognise here a 
different application of one of the Bishop's arguments on The 
Want of Universality in Revelation : and on the Supposed De- 
ficiency in the Proof of it." — Part ii. chap. vi. 
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not to company with fornicators: yet not alto- 
gether with the fornicators of this world, or with 
the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolators ; for 
then must ye needs go out of the world.'^ The Chris- 
tian does not cease to be a member of society, he 
does not cease to have duties towards his fellow- 
men, he is not called upon to throw up all worldly 
business, all intercourse whatever, with those who 
are not like-minded with himself. He is still in 
the world. But what is his position with regard 
to it? "I have manifested," says Jesus, "thy 
name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the 
world'' — again, "The world hath hated them, be- 
cause they are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world" — again, " If ye were of the world, the 
world would love his own : but because ye are not 
of the world, hut I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you." " Our conversa- 
tion" (or " citizenship") "win heaven,^' clearly then 
not here in this world. " They,'' says St. John, 
"arc of the world:" ''we are of God" — clearly 
putting the two in opposition. Marvel not," my 
Brethren, " if the world hate you" — ^but it would be 
a marvel if the world hated its own — therefore the 
Christian is not of the world. Again he says — and 
mark. Brethren, the strong contrast — We know 
that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in 
wickedness." 

I need not multiply proofs of the Christian's 
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position in reference to the world. Though in it, 
though necessarily and unavoidably mixed up in 
many of its concerns, and therefore necessarily and 
unavoidably holding intercourse with the men of 
the world, yet the Christian is chosen out of the 
world,^' is " not of the world.'' The world is the an- 
tagonist principle, it is the opposed term to Chris- 
tianity. The Christian is its sworn foe, a foe to 
the principles on which the men of the world act, 
the maxims by which they regulate their conduct, 
the practices in which they allow themselves, and 
the pleasures which delight them. Yea, he a 
Christian, because he is not of this world. The 
world is far from the least powerful of the foes 
against which Jesus has enlisted him to wage un- 
compromising, unceasing war, and together with 
the murderous arch-enemy without, and the house- 
hold foe, the treacherous heart within, forms the 
unhallowed league, the accursed trinity of sin. 
The world worships not the Christian's God, for 
Satan is its prince — the world walks by sight 
the Christian by faith" — the world looks upon 
the things that are temporal ; the Christian's hopes 
and joys are in eternity — the world's treasure is 
where moth and rust corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal the Christian's in the 
skies — ^how then should not their hearts be turned 
to diflferent centres ? The lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life" are the in- 
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gredients of the world's maddening cup ; the 
Christian is crucified in the flesh, his eye soars up 
with eager rapture, with thrilling hope, to abetter, 
brighter land, and the pride of life" he has 
weighed in the balances of eternity, and they have 
proved it wanting. 

And what is the Christian's estimate of the man 
of the world, and the man of the world's estimate 
of the Christian ? The Christian can indeed form 
a better estimate of, can better understand, the 
worldling, than the worldling him, because he 
can remember — at least, it is in most cases thus — 
the time when he himself was acting upon the 
same principles, regulating his conduct by the 
same maxims, and taking delight in the same 
pleasures ; whereas the man of the world is an 
utter stranger to the Christian's every principle, 
his every hope, his every fear, his every pleasure 
and joy. But what estimate do they form of each 
other ? The worldling thinks the Christian mad, 
or at best weak and enthusiastic — the Christian 
knows that sin is madness and folly ; he has tried 
the world's friendship, and courted the world's 
^mile, and miserable comforters" were they all! — 
he has toiled after the world's portion, but found it 
was only spending money for that which was not 
bread, and labour for that which satisfieth not" — 
he has served under the world's lord, and a hard 
taskmaster, a grievous tyrant, he found him ; his 
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yoke a yoke of iron bondage — ^he has leaned upon 
the world's staff of hope and comfort ; it has 
pierced his hand— he has drained the world's high- 
spiced draught; he has found sweetness on his 
tongue, but the gall of bitterness in its dregs. 
Such, my Brethren, is the Christian's position 

IN REFERENCE TO THE WORLD. What is his DUTY. 

IN THAT POSITION? The vcry characteristic, the 
very essence, let me say, of his Christianity is non- 
woridliness — ^his very calling as a Christian is that 
although left in the world, engaged in its business 
and pursuits, and consequently necessit?ited to 
hold intercourse with the men of the world, yet he 
is not to be of the world — he is a man who has 
chosen a different Master, and one to whom he 
must yield no divided service. 

What then, I ask again, is the Christian 'a 
DUTY IN this world ? What says the Word of 
God ? Hear the positive, broad declaration of my 
text : " Bt not conformed to this world.*' Hear St. 
James : Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye 
not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God ? Whosoever therefore will he a friend of the 
world is the enemy of God.'' Again, the same 
Apostle : Pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself un- 
spotted from the world.'' Sa St. John : Love not 
the worldy neither the things that are in the world. If 
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any man love the worlds the love of the Father is not in 
him.'* So St. Paul, speaking of his own state and 
the life which he led in the flesh: ''By whom" 
(i. e., Christ) the world is crucified unto me, and 
I unto the world.'' 

These, Brethren, are some of the general princi- 
ples which the Word of God lays down for the 
Christian in reference to his intercourse with the 
world. And what do these principles teach ? What 
but the very thing which we should have expected 
from the nature of the Christian calling and pro- 
fession ; the very characteristic, the very essence of 
which was, as we have seen, non-worldliness, a for- 
saking, a coming out of the world. The obvious 
duty then of the Christian, and the duty so re- 
peatedly urged in the Word of God, is that, how- 
ever much the Providence of God may cause him 
to be engaged in that world, he is not to be con- 
formed to it in its principles, maxims, habits, pur- 
suits, tastes, and pleasures. He is in it only as a 
sphere of duty, only because the Providence of 
God has placed him and is still keeping him in 
it ; but not in it as voluntarily seeking to engage 
in it, or as deriving his pleasures from it. 

And it is important to remark that the Chris- 
tian's non-conformity with the world has, if I may 
use the term, by grace become natural to him. 
The Christian is not acting by constraint in not 
conforming to it ; he is a new creature ; grace hag 
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changed him, turned the whole bent of his affec-* 
tions and desires — ^how then can he seek pleasure 
in the same objects as before ? his treasure is in a 
different place — can his heart be in the same ? The 
world is not before his eyes as some fair forbidden 
garden of sweet flowers and of delicious fruits, 
on which he secretly longs to trespass, but is with- 
held by fear — ^it is a wilderness to his new sight — 
there is to him no melody in the gush of its foun- 
tains, its waters sparkle not to his eye, its flowers 
are not pleasant, its fruits are not sweet It is not 
so much that he may not, as that he cannot conform 
to it — it is the very antagonistic principle to that 
which is the pulse of his new life. Its friendship 
is enmity with the God who is enshrined in his 
heart, rebellion against the Sovereign to whom he 
has vowed allegiance, a desertion of the standard 
under which he is enlisted. The world and his re- 
ligion are quite incompatible, they are fire and 
water. The voice of God has severed them — they 
must remain sundered for ever. 

But now to come more definitely home. Let us 
recal, for a moment, the observations with which I 
began this discourse, in which I have proposed to 
offer some instruction in reference to the Christian's 
intercourse with the world. There will arise, I have 
said, in the Christian's course, from time to time, 
many occasions on which he will be in doubt as to 
some points of his duty, especially, in the case of 
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social intercourse with the world, and of a participa-^ 
tion in its amusements and recreations. Of course, 
in very many cases,his duty will be plain, i.e. if, as 
I am supposing, he be honest, sincere, and con- 
sistent. And perhaps the experienced Christian 
will seldom find any difficulty ; — aim now rather 
at the case of the newly awakened, the enquiring 
Christian. Well, in such cases he turns to his 
chart — ^and on that chart (his Bible) though he find 
not every rock and shoal and quicksand, marked 
down hy name — ^he finds it laid down plainly and 
decisively that the whole coast is dangerous. In 
plainer words, he finds a general principle ^ though 
perhaps not, in so many words, a specific statute — 
and that principle is, " Be not conformed to 
this world" — The friendship of the world is en- 
mity with God. By whom is the amusement in 
question patronized? Whose equipages throng 
the door ? Who make up the crowds that frequent 
it ? Are they those who are the votaries of other 
and less dubious pleasures ? Are they those who 
wear the world's badge and have its mark stamped 
on their foreheads ? Then let the Christian pause* — 



* " We must not conform to the world in their amusements 
and diversions. We are to mix with the world so far as our 
necessary and providential connexions engage us ; so far as we 
have a reasonable expectation of doing or getting good, and no 
further. « What fellowship hath light with darkness, or what 
concord hath Christ with Belial ?' What call can a believer 
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let him fear to find himself surrounded by crowds 
of worldlings, sympathizing in their pleasures, 
joining in their laughter, drinking with them of the 
same cup. It must be at best but a suspicious cup 
that meets tastes which should be opposite — ^it 
must be at best a suspicious path in which, even for 
a moment, the Christian walks hand in hand with 
the man of this world. Be quite sure, Brethren, 
of this, the world would not be drinking of that cup^ 
if it were not in some way spiced to their taste. Alas ! 
it is far, far more likely that the Christian should 
have stepped out of his narrow path, than that the 
worldling should have forsaken his, to walk, even 
for a moment, with the Christian. 

And oh ! my Brethren, remember that in such 
cases there is great need that you watch against 
self-deception. The remark of Jeremy Taylor is 
but too true : Most men choose the sin, if it be 



have into those places and companies where everything tends to 
promote a spirit of dissipation ; where the fear of God has no 
place ; where things are purposely disposed to inflame or in- 
dulge corrupt and sinful appetites and passions, and to banish 
all serious thoughts of God and ourselves ? If it is our duty to 
redeem time, to walk with God, to do all things in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to follow the example which He set us 
when He was upon earth, and to " work out" our "salvation'* 
with " fear and trembling;'* it must, of course, be our duty to 
avoid a conformity with the world in those vain and sensual 
diversions, which stand in as direct contradiction to a spiritual 
frame of mind as darkness to light." — Newton s Letters on Reli- 
gious Bubjects. Letter xx. 

S 



Digitized by Google 



258 NON-CONPORMITY TO THE WORLD. 



once disputed whether it be a sin or no." Although 
as I have already said, grace teaches and inclines 
you to distaste the world, yet, remember comip- 
tion remains, and to that remaining corruption sin 
and the world are but too palatable. See to it then 
that while you are professing to inquire into the 
lawfulness or unlawfulness of such an action, your 
mind is not biassed beforehand, and you have not 
a secret desire to find the Word of God on your 
side — a secret determination to make it out, if pos- 
sible, to be so. 

Beware, too, of that religion which is anxious to 
take up its lodging next door to the world, on the 
very borders of Zion. If you are determined to go 
as far as you can you are not safe — you will very 
soon be on the other side of the line. And if, after 
all, a given case seemed doubtful, remember, re- 
ligion, not the world, is to have the benefit of the 
doubt. It is better to abstain from mistaken scru- 
pulosity from a hundred lawful things than to run 
the risk of one unlawful act of conformity to the 
world, or of throwing one stumbling block in the 
way of another. 

Remember also that much is due to the con- 
science of the weak brother. An act lawful in 
itself, it has been well observed from St, Paul, be- 
comes unlawful if it ofiend a weak and tender 
conscience. " If meat," says the Apostle, make 
my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the 
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world standeth, lest I make my brother to 
offend." 

But the case of Social Intercourse is sometimes 
a perplexing and painful one. How far is a 
Christian warranted in forming worldly friend- 
ships, in cultivating worldly acquaintance, in being 
a guest at worldly tables ? Here, Brethren, is 
the value of a general principle : Be not con- 
formed to this world." It is impossible to lay down 
a rule for every individual case. Our situations 
are different; the leadings of Providence are 
different. The Christian Minister, for instance, 
is very differently situated from a private Chris- 
tian. Persons may be called on officially and by 
the circumstances under which they are placed, to 
act differently from what would have been their 
line of duty, under other circumstances. But the 
grand, broad principle remains unchanged: "Be 
not conformed to this world." — The friendship of 
the world is enmity with God." And therefore 
where a Christian really has his choice, where he 
is not tied up by providential circumstances, he is 
not at liberty to strengthen in any way the link 
which binds him to the world — rather must he 
cut it asunder as quickly and as decidedly as 
possible. He is not voluntarily to form a worldly 
acquaintance, not voluntarily to seek social in- 
tercourse with any but Christians, and if he be 
constrained from the peculiar circumstances of his 

s 2 



Digitized by Google 



260 NON-CONFORMITT TO THB WORLD. 



position to act otherwise, let him watdi most 
narrowly over his own heart, lest these things grow 
congenial to his taste. Let him look well to it 
that inclination do not cheat him under the disguise 
of duty. And sure I am that even should the true 
Christian he constrained from his peculiar position 
to mix with the men of this world, he will find it 
a burden to him — sure I am, he ought to do so. 
" When a Christian," says Newton, " goes into 
the world, because he sees it is his caU, yet, while 
he feels it also his cross^ it will not hurt him." And 
if he discharge (as he is bound to do) the duties of 
his station fully, diligently, and conscientiously, if 
he be engaged in business or in a profession — ^let 
him be minister, senator, lawyer, physician, mer- 
chant, tradesman, what he may — ^he will find quite 
enough of the world and the worldly necessarily 
and in his daily duties forced upon him. He will 
not need gratuitously and voluntarily to increase or 
strengthen his connexion with it. Rather as he is 
engaged in it from day to day, as his experience of 
it increases, as he gains a more intimate insight 
into the springs and wheels on which the vast 
fabric of its cares, its business, and its pleasures 
moves, he will long for the hour when he may 
retreat from its wild whirl and be at peace. He 
will find its friendship and faith so hollow — ^he will 
see such deception, such selfishness, such under* 
hand motives at work where they are least sus- 
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pected — ^he will find that its pleasure-hunters are 
so jaded, and so unsatisfied still, that there is such 
a fearful re-action after the intoxication of its 
maddening draught — ^he will, in a word, see so 
thoroughly that its beauty is but the beauty of a 
fair mask upon features of hideous ugliness— that 
the world is one great lie and cheat — that he will 
have no wish to take it home with him to his fire- 
side and his closet.* 

But, it may be said, does not the example of 
Christ warrant the Christian in mixing with the 
ungodly and the world ? He ate and drank with 
publicans and sinners— he was a guest at the 
marriage feast — ^he shewed no such spirit of Phari- 
saic exclusiveness as you urge upon us. My 
Brethren, Cecil well observes : " Christ is an 
example to us of entering into mixed society. 
But our imitation of him herein must admit of 

* Learn to despise the world ; or, which is a better com- 
pendium in the duty, learn but truly to understand it ; for it is 
a cozenage all the way ; the head of it is a rainbow, and the 
face of it is flattery ; its words are charms, and all its stories are 
fabe ; its body is a shadow, and its hands do knit spider's webs ; 
it is an image and a noise, with an hyena's lip and a serpent's 
tail ; it was given to serve the needs of our nature ; and instead 
of doing it, it creates strange appetites, and nourishes thirsts 
and fevers; it brings care, and debauches our nature, and 
brings shame and death as the reward of all our cares. Our 
nature is a disease, and the world does nourish it ; but if you 
leave it to feed on such unwholesome diet, your nature reverts 
to its first purities, and to the entertainments of the grace of 
God." — Jeremy Taylor. 
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restrictions. A feeble man must avoid danger. 
If any one could go into society as Christ did, then 
let him go: let him attend marriage feasts and 
Pharisees' houses." * 

I am very far from saying that a Christian may 
not legitimately and honestly propose to himself 
the doing good to others as a motive for entering 
into mixed and worldly society. But, as Cecil 
adds, Much depends on a Christian's observing 
his call — ^the openings which Providence may make 
before him." But for young Christians, for new, 
weak converts, this is dangerous work. There is 
a fearful risk lest they pull the Christian back to 
them. The world has a basilisk eye ; it fascinates 
to kill. There is, remember, in your hearts a rem- 
nant of corruption and of weakness that responds 
to the world's temptations ; there is nothing in the 
worldly heart that responds to religion — ^you are 
therefore at a disadvantage. 

And should any before me be at the present 
time mixing in worldly society from this professed 
motive, professed perhaps sincerely, I would say 
to them — not at once and flatly, you are wrong — 
but I would say, remember the principle on which 
you are acting, and take good care that inclination 
creep not in. Do you find on each visit, at every 
intercourse, that this continually recurs to your 
mind, — I am not doing this to please myself — ^my 

* Remains, page 327. 
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own tastes have not led me here, nor do they fall 
in with what I hear and see here— but I am here 
simply as at a post of duty, and by a leading of 
Providence. Oh ! dear Brethren, be very, very 
watchful ! You may be in the path of duty, but it 
is a dangerous path. Jesus, remember, had nought 
within which responded to the world. He was in- 
fallibly safe. The contagion could not reach him — 
it is far otherwise with you. Take care, lest having 
gone to the bed of death as a physician, you bring 
away the disease. 

But there is one point connected with our pre- 
sent subject which I cannot wholly omit. A 
Christian, after a long Ufe of worldlihess and sin, 
is often placed in a very embarrassing and trying 
position with reference to relatives and friends, who 
have not as yet been, with himself, the subjects of 
Divine grace. In the case of relatives (sometimes 
inmates of the same household) this is peculiarly 
painful. But, my Brethren, to speak first of rela- 
tives, the Christian is not less a son, a husband, a 
brother, because grace has made him a Christian. 
Grace rends not the ties of nature."* Rather are 
there fresh reasons for anxious yearning after their 

* But in general, the proper evidence of true Christians 
is, not merely that they can talk about divine things, but that, 
by the grace of God, they live and act agreeable to the rules of 
His Word, in the state in which His Providence has placed 
them, whether as masters or servants, husbands or wives, 
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welfare — rather must the Christian be very careful 
and discreet lest he disgust them by injudicious and 
intolerant conduct. If he be the subordinate of 
the two relatives, i. e. the son to the parent, he 
must be especially careful and discreet ; he must 
watch his season. How knows he whether the 
souls of his near and dear ones shall not be given 
to his prayers, his strivings, his counsels, his con- 
sistent example ? It is only when it is a question 
really of conscience, a question between God and 
man, that he must not for a moment hesitate ; 
temptation, though from the wife of his bosom, 
unlawful conformity to the world, even to please a 
parent, must be unflinchingly resisted and given up. 

With regard to friends, I believe it to be the 
most honest and the easiest course, at once to an- 
nounce your change. To say (except indeed in 
cases where they ridicule and scoff and are in the 
extreme of folly and of vice, but in other cases) — 
to say at once — I am not what I was — ^I do not 
shut my doors against you — I cannot forget in a 
moment (though there be sin and folly connected 
with them) the associations of former years — ^but I 
have, by the grace of God, been led to see things 

parents or children ; bearing rule, or yielding obedience, as in 
His sight. Diligence and fidelity in the management of tem- 
poral concernments, though observable in the practice of many 
worldly men, may be maintained without a sinful conformity to 
the world." — Newton s Letters on Religious Sttbjects, Letter xx. 
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differently, and if you come to see me you must 
not be surprised at meeting diflferent people, at 
hearing different conversation, at finding old sources 
of amusement given up — if you can bear this, you 
will be most welcome — ^but I cannot swerve. " And 
doing this, Brethren, you must leave them — ^you 
need not try and disgust them — ^you need not close 
a door of usefulness — -but you must be decided, 
you must not conform to them. You must not 
suffer them to carry you back to old times of sin 
and foUy — ^you have learned to weep over them at 
the foot of the cross. And you must not hesitate 
to bring forth your Bible at your stated hour of 
family devotion — aye, and if a man be a Minister, 
he must not blush to ask for it, let him be where 
he will. 

And now to conclude. Be not conformed to this 
world!'' Let this be your principle of action in 
reference to the world in which you are placed. 
Do not affect singularity — but do not shun it, if it 
be the singularity of discipleship to Jesus. Sin- 
gularity is not Christianity, but Christianity, till 
the world be Christianized, must involve singu- 
larity. And oh ! in all doubtful cases, though you 
cannot turn to chapter and verse for a decision 
pointed ^oZeZy BXid specifically the case in question, 
you will find a principle which to an honest and 
sincere mind cannot fail. If anything — care not 
what — ^is bringing you gratuitously and unnecessa- 
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rily into frequent company with the men of the 
world, if you and they are constantly crossing each 
other's path in your pursuits, amusements, and 
pleasures, all is not right — ^for Christianity is light, 
the world darkness. Are you really at a loss to 
find out any striking marks of difference between 
yourself and the world — ^remember the portrait of 
the one as drawn by the finger of the Spirit, is as 
unlike the other as light to darkness. No need to 
affect singularity and differences if you be a Chris- 
tian. You cannot live a day without shewing that 
there is a broad line between you. 

I have said you will find in the Word of God a 
principle. You will not find the card-table, the 
ball-room, the race-course, and the theatre, men- 
tioned in so many wordsj and by name, but each and 
all of these are the haunts of the worldly, they are 
their chief fountains of pleasure. Be not con- 
formed to this world,'' is your principle, and that 
one broad, grand, first principle of your Lord and 
Master sweeps them all away, together with every 
taste, every pursuit, every habit, every desire that 
comes stamped from the mint of hell with the im- 
press of this world's coinage. 

But oh ! how many do I address whose whole 
life is conformed to the fashion of this world? 
whose every pleasure is found in its haunts? 
Brethren ! the friend of the world is the enemy 
of God !'' You cannot love God, and God cannot 
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bless you. You cannot kneel down and pray Him 
to bless you ere you enter the scene of worldly 
pleasure. The name of God would be discord to 
the harp and the viol, the tabret and the pipe" 
which are in your feasts. The name of Jesus is 
named at the card-table and the theatre only to 
be blasphemed. And oh! you would think it a 
startling, a melancholy thing to die when thus en- 
gaged — ^but why? You pass verdict on these 
things by your very feeling. Oh ! turn from them, 
I beseech you. Seek to be conformed to Him who 
is the source and centre of holiness and bliss. 
" The world passeth away, and the lust thereof," — 
it is a gay pageant — ^it glitters, it dazzles — ^but 
as a pageant it passeth away. Oh! let it not 
cozen you to your ruin ! The friendship it offers 
is a hollow friendship, its honours are but play- 
things to an immortal spirit — ^its riches canker. 
And in the dark and solemn hour, when you must 
need a " rod and staff" to comfort you, its every 
promise to the ear will be broken to your hope — 
the false harlot will withdraw the arm on which for 
many a year you have leaned. But oh ! Jesus 
never faileth — ^His salvation passeth not away — 
the heaven opened passeth not away. Come to 
Jesus ! 
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Luke, xvii. 32 — Remember Lot's wife.'' 

Therb can be no doubt, my Brethren, that the 
passage in which the text occurs applies, as do also 
the similar ones in the same Evangelist, and in St. 
Matthew and St. Mark, immediately and firstly to 
the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, which, 
as well as the final judgment, is aptly designated 
as " the coming of the kingdom of God," and "the 
coming of the Son of Man." But the passages 
apply also to our Lord's last advent. Language 
equally applicable to both is used, because there 
were so many points of similarity between the two 
events. It is however my intention this morning 
to consider the words of Christ which I have read 
to you in the latter connexion — i. e. as applying to 
the last judgment. 

Our Lord then, having described, as you will 
see by a reference to the context, the suddenness 
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with which His coming should overtake the world, 
refers to two well-known and familiar cases in the 
history of Genesis, that of Noah's day and that of 
Lot's day, and declares that just as in the days of 
Noe" the flood came and destroyed them all while 
they were pursuing recklessly and uninterruptedly 
the course of worldly business and pleasure, were 
eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
and just as ''in the days of Lot" the fire and 
brimstone from heaven overtook and destroyed the 
wicked cities in the midst of their eating and drink- 
ing, their buying, selling, planting, and building — 
'' so shall also the coming of the Son of Man 
be." According to the assurance of St. Paul and 
St. Peter that the day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night. For when they shall say, 
' Peace and safety,' then sudden destruction 
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman 
with child, and they shall not escape." And then, 
in words, as I have said, applicable, in the first 
place, to the destruction of Jerusalem, but also to 
the last judgment, adds : '* In that day, he which 
shall be upon the house-top, and his stuff in the 
house, let him come not down to take it away : 
and he that is in the field, let him likewise not re- 
turn back. Remember Lofs wife.^^ 

This warning of our Lord's is emphatic and 
solemn, and connected with the awful solemnities 
of the day of judgment — let us not slight it, but 
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meditate upon it in a devout and prayerful spirit. 
And may He who gave it cause that our meditations 
be of good effect ! 

We musty L briefly refresh our memories 
WITH THE HISTORY OF Lot's WIFE. And then 
proceed, 11. to enquire how far her case 

FIGURES OUT OUR OWN HOW SHE MAY BE A 

WARNING TO US. 

You will find that portion of Lot's history in 
which his wife is brought before us in Genesis xix. 
We there read that Lot was warned by two angels 
of the approaching destruction of Sodom, and urged 
by them to depart with his family, with all speed, 
from the guilty and devoted city : Escape,'* said 
they, " for thy life ; look not behind thee, neither 
stay thou in all the plain ; escape to the moun- 
tain, lest thou be consumed." His wife and 
daughters alone accompanied him, for his sons-in- 
law laughed at his warnings. " Look not behind 
thee'' had been the command of God — his wife 
looked back from behind him, and she became a 
pillar of salt.'' Such is all we know of Lot's wife, 
and yet, if we " have ears to hear," her short his- 
tory is pregnant with instruction, for He who never 
uttered an idle warning Jias held her up as a beacon 
to His people to the end of time. Remember 
says the blessed Jesus, remember Lot's wife." 

Well then, my dear Hearers, this is all we know 
of her who is this morning to be the subject of our 
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meditations. We do not even know her name. We 
know not what had been her conduct in Sodom— 
whether, like her husband, she " vexed" her " soul 
from day to day with the unlawful deeds and 
filthy conversation of the wicked, or whelJier she 
had boldly followed " a multitude to do evil," and 
refused to walk side by side with her husband 
along the narrow road that leadeth unto life. We 
know not whether the love or the fear of the world 
had caused her to cast in her lot with its votaries — 
we know not whether, as morning and evening, 
doubtless, the incense of the family altar arose, she 
kept up the mask of religious profession, and stood 
there as a worshipper, and thus compromised be- 
tween a holy God and a sinful world. This, I say, 
we know not — ^but we know that when wrath was 
gone out from the Lord she looked back upon the 
accursed city, in disobedience to his express com- 
mand and warning, and we know that she paid 
the penalty of her disobedience, and became a 
pillar of salt." 

Such was her punishment — ^in what did her sin 
consist. Plainly in disobedience to the express and 
known command of God : Look not behind 
thee." But what was the root of her disobedience ? 
What caused her to fly in the face of a positive and 
express prohibition from God ? The author of the 
book entitled the Wisdom of Solomon gives un- 
belief as the cause : A standing piUar of salt/' 
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says he, in reference to Lot's wife, is a monu- 
ment of ah unbelieving souV* * 

But was her unbelief of a speculative or of a 
practical character ? Was it unbelief of the head 
or of the heart? I have little doubt that it 
was of the latter kind. I do not suppose, how- 
ever the " sons of law " of Lot mocked at the 
coming calamity, that his wife would, had she 
been questioned, have flatly declared that she dis- 
believed the warning of the angels, still less that 
she would have sat down calm and unmoved under 
the anticipation of the judgment ready to burst 
over Sodom. No, I cannot suppose this. The 
angels had been their guests the night before, and 
had challenged belief of their warning by their 
miracle upon the guilty men of Sodom. Her un- 
belief then was practical^ an unbelief of the heart, 
springing either from regret for the home she was 
leaving or from the love of the world and of sin. 
And though fire and brimstone from the Lord out 
of heaven were even now to avenge the quarrel of 
Jehovah with the doomed cities of the plain/' — 
she cast a longing, lingering look upon the scenes 
of vanity, pollution, and sin — and though the wrath 
of God was even now to be written in letters of fire 
upon the foul abodes of godlessness and lust, she 
baded them with a sigh an involuntary farewell, 

* Wisdom of Solomon, chap, x., ver. 7. 
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if not, because she was wont to mingle in their 
abominations, yet because her houses and lands 
and comforts and home were there. Such appears 
to have been tbe sin of Lot's wife* — such is the 
history of her whom Jesus bids us remember. 
Let us proceed, as I proposed, to inquire, II. 

How FAR HER CASE FIGURES OUT OUR OWN 

HOW SHE MAY BE A WARNING TO US. 

My Brethren, " the whole world," according to 
the testimony of the Word of God, " lieth in 
wickedness." And, according to the same Word, 

the earth and all the works that are therein shall be 
burned up." A more general destruction than that 
of the cities in which Lot dwelt awaits our world, 
and though " scoflfers, walking after their own 
lusts," say, Where is the promise of His 
coming?" the chariot wheels of the Judge are 
rolling on — He lingers not, nor slumbers. And as 
the God of Abraham, for Abraham's sake,t re- 

* Fuller in his exposition of this place seems to lean to the 
idea of speculative unbelief. He says : It may be thought a 
hard fate for a mere glance of the eye : but that glance, no 
doubt, was expressive of unbelief, and a lingering desire to re- 
turn. Probably she was of much the same mind as her sons-in- 
law, and attributed the whole to the resentment of the strangers^ 
whom her husband was weak enough to believe" 

f The language is remarkable (Genesis, xix. 29) : — " And it 
came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God 
remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the over- 
throw, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.'' 
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membered Lot, so the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, for Jesus' sake, remembers the world 
for which Jesus shed His blood, and bids us prepare 
to meet the coming judgment. Our subject then, 
my Brethren, speaks to all — ^but most pointedly to 
the Half-hearted^ Worldly Professor^ and to theBack- 
slider. To each of these would I address myself — 
to each would I shew how pregnant are the words : 
" Remember Lot's wife." 

First, then, I speak to the Half-hearted^ Worldly 
Profeesor — the man who stands with one eye to- 
ward Sodom and the other toward Zoar — the man 
who has given half a heart to Christ and half to the 
world. Is any one of you saying, " Well, then, 
this part of the sermon is not for me — I am not a 
worldly professor — am not trimming between the 
world and God !" Stay, my Brother, the heart 
is deceitful above all things." Perhaps, ere we 
have done, thou shalt see aild confess that Thou 
art the man." 

What is the World ? what is it to be worldly- 
minded ? what is it to be a worldling ? My Bre- 
thren, the world, in this sense, is a principle^ a cha- 
racter , not a place. We are too apt to deceive our- 
selves on this point. We are no longer seen in, 
perhaps we never had a taste for, the usual haunts 
of worldly dissipation ; the ball-room, the card- 
table, the theatre, the race-course, we have long 
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ago given up — the whirl of dissipation, the giddy 
round of exciting and intoxicating amusement 
are scenes in which we are never found. But, 
these alone are not the world — they are of the 
world — ^but they are not the world — and although 
we may have forsaken all these, yet the world, as 
a principle of action, as an idol, as a stumbling- 
block, may be reigning and ruling as mightily and 
as truly in our hearts, as in the hearts of its fondest 
and maddest votaries- We interpret " the world 
in too limited a sense. We confine worldliness to 
the more gross, and glaring, and palpable exhibi- 
tions of worldly principles, and tastes, and piu*- 
suits ; and with our fair profession, regular attend- 
ance on the means of grace, and reputation for 
propriety and even piety among men, we shrink 
with surprise and indignation from the application 
of the name of worldling to ourselves. My Bre- 
thren, your profession of religion may be fair and 
even loud — ^your reputation among your neighbours 
and men at large may be good— you may be almost 
unfailing in your attendance here — ^you may be 
ready and forward to join in schemes of usefulness 
and benevolence — and yet you may be worldly- 
minded. For he is a worldling that is unchanged 
in the spirit of his mind — and everything is worldly 
which has not God as its Author and End. Oh ! 
the subtle, harlot world ! She comes not in like 

T 2 
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attire to aU^ and we think her not the same — she 
has decked herself anew, and we recognise not her 
features. To the gross and filthy sensualist she 
comes with impudent face and wanton eye, and he 

hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is 
for his life" — to the mad drunkard she comes with 
fevered look, the mixed wine cup in her hand, and 
the garland on her brow — ^but she comes not thus 
to all. No, the refined and the elegant, the decent 
and the moral would loathe her in such a garb- 
she has a far other a fairer disguise for them — she 
has a gilded shaft for them. She calls ambition 
emulation — revenge self-protection — dissipation 
innocent amusement — avarice prudence — and 
pride proper dignity — and thus she cozens those 
who would have detected her grosser disguises. 
But all are not cheated even yet — ^and the subtle 
world is not foiled. Satan whispers to her that she 
steal a robe from virtue and piety, and she comes 
to you perhaps. Brethren, and to me, clad as " an 
angel of light" — she calls formsdity devotion, and 
morality religion, and obedience merit — ^she frowns 
upon the grosser temptations she had but just now 
used against the souls of others, and with us she 
is seemly, and decent, and refined, and fair. But 
it is she — ^it is the false world still. 

My dear Hearers, there is peculiar, there is im- 
minent danger of self deception here in the days on 
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which we have fallen. Time was when the pass- 
port to favour and acceptance with men was irre- 
ligion and godlessness — time was when even to 
appear once a day in the house of God was, to use 
the mildest term, a piece of unworthy weakness 
or unnecessary strictness — but the devil has 
changed his weapon now. Religion is, in a sense, 
fashionable — the equipages of the noble and the 
great throng the door of the popular, aye, and the 
faithful preacher, in many of our sanctuaries — ^the 
Bible is not quite a banished book— our schools 
and other channels of religious exertion are fos- 
tered by the money, at least, of the high and noble 
of the earth, and the patrons of our societies are 
from among the illustrious and great : religion is 
fashionable — i. e. religion to a certain point. The 
danger to your souls and mine, my dear Friends, is 
obvious. Time was when the mere profession of 
Christianity was all but a demonstration of sincerity, 
because the very name of Christian was a bye- 
word and a reproach. It is not so now, and the 
danger is lest you and I are, after all, religious only 
to the point which the fashion of the day allows — 
and whether we should holdout, were persecution, 
either that of the stake or the more fearful perse- 
cution of sarcasm, ridicule, and reproach, our por- 
tion. Do not be deceived — although the God of 
hosts has indeed we trust, a not small and increaa- 



Digitized by Google 



278 



lot's wife. 



ing remnant of spiritual worshippers, the carnal 
mind is stiU enmity against God" — ^and truth is 
hateful even where we should not suspect to find it 
so. I would not have you conclude too hastily it 
is not so with you. Go beyond a certain point 
with men who talk loudly of religion in our day — 
press its spirituality — examine not their words, 
but their real views on faith and works — above all, 
look to their lives — ask what they are giving up 
for Christ's sake — judge them by their fruits— and 
then say whether they have given themselves 
wholly to God — ^whether they are more than lip- 
professors — ^whether the world has not their hearts. 

And now let us come close home. Many of you, 
my Brethren, are professing to have quitted a 
world that lieth in sin, are professing to believe 
that there is no safety in a world against which, 
as against Sodom and Gomorrah of old, the wrath 
of God is revealed, are professing to take the 
warning of a merciful God, and to be looking to 
the only Zoar, provided in the Gospel of His Son. 
Are you quite sure that you are not lingering 
upon the borders of the world, and casting a look 
behind ? Are you quite sure that the world, in 
some form or other, is not in your hearts ? Let 
us try. What is the object which you propose to 
yourselves from day to day ? Is it self, in any of 
its many and subtle forms ? Where are your 
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affections ? Are you still as anxious about the 
what shall we eat and what shall we drink, and 
wherewithal shall we be clothed, as before you pro- 
fessed religion ? Do you often or ever propose to 
yourself the glory of God as a motive and end of 
action? Take the week that is past — can you 
call to mind one action done simply, purely, and 
solely, for the love you bore to Christ, and a zeal 
for his honour ? You are engaged perhaps, some 
of you, in the commercial transactions of life, more 
or less, and have much to do with money matters — 
are you actuated by, and can those who have to do 
with you discern in you, the same close, hard, grasp- 
ing, spirit which characterizes the men of this world 
in their dealings. And how are your tempers ? 
Perhaps you were, before you became professors, 
conscious to yourselves, of hasty, peevish, irritable, 
domineering,captious,or imcourteous dispositions — 
dispositions which too often rendered your house- 
holds and families the scenes of jars and strifes — 
how are these tempers now? What has Chris- 
tianity done for them? Remember the fruits of 
the Spirit are long suffering'' and " gentleness" — 
remember you are called upon to " be pitiful" and 
" courteous." And how is it with the sins of the 
tongue — that fire," that world of iniquity"— 
that unruly evil"? Are your idle words, your 
foolish jestings, your busy whisperings and gos^ 
sipings, the same as ever? How far are hasty. 
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harsh, uncharitable, and censorious judgments of 
others checked by the Saviour's authoritative rule : 
•'Judge, not"? 

Again — take your besetting sin, your peculiar 
weakness of character, whatever it may have been 
and is — know no better test of the practical influ- 
ence of Christianity upon your hearts. I care not 
though you may be able to sit under the most 
rousing and unflinching application of nine-tenths 
of God's Word to your consciences — can you bear 
the part that really speaks home ? — or do you 
wince when the Minister has really found the un- 
sound comer of your souls ? I care not though 
Christianity has caused you to give up former pur- 
suits and amusements, the renouncing of which 
cost you nothing — have you tried your sincerity by 
giving up what has really cost you a hard struggle ? 
Perhaps your constitution and temperament are 
in some one or more respects unfavourable to reli- 
gion — this, my dear Brethren, is a hard and pain- 
ful struggle — I do not say have you overcome them, 
but are you struggling ? But time would quite fail 
me were I to go through one half of the tests by 
which you may try yourselves. I would only add 
this — would have you ask yourselves this one 
question, and be not content with a vague and 
general answer: ''What has my religion done; 
what is it doing for me ?" And be not content 
with acquirements of religious knowledge — with 
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feelings — with words — with professions — ^but come 
to practice — for remember though we preach not 
salvation by works — though we think not of work, 
when we are examining our title to heaven— 

faith without works is dead, being alone/' And, 
although God forbid that I should speak with 
wanton and unnecessary harshness, or hastily judge 
others, we cannot shut our eyes to the painful fact 
that there are, in our day, multitudes of professors, 
from whose religion if we subtract an attendance 
twice a week at the house of God, a regular 
attendance at the Lord's table, and an occasional 
contribution to some benevolent and religious 
object, it would be difficult to say what remains. 

Remember then, my Brethren, in your self-scru- 
tiny to-day — the world is a principle. And oh ! 
be not content with having forsaken its more 
glaring vices, its open haunts, the scenes of posi- 
tive dissipation and worldly pleasure — there is a 
world in your heart. Remember, if you are in 
Christ, you are a *^new creature" — ^weigh that ex- 
ptession — ''anew creature^' — your tastes, principles, 
maxims, pursuits, habits, are changed — ^your very 
desires,! will not say, are already brought, but they 
are being brought (and you feel it) towards holiness, 
towards God. Religion you look at as a privilege no 
less than as a duty. Its requirements are not a 
round of irksome duties doled out with slavish and 
niggardly hand — there is not a secret satisfaction 
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when prayer is over, and the daily portion of the 
Bible read — there is not a secret weariness and im- 
patience when the hours for closet and family de- 
votion return — these sacred exercises are joy and 
comfort to your soul. 

And oh ! if there be one here who is halting 
between two opinions" — one who sees that the 
things we press upon him are realities, and awful 
realities too, but who cannot make up his mind 
to give up the world entirely — ^let me entreat 
him not to settle down into an unhallowed com- 
promise. My dear Brother, you will be the most 
miserable man upon earth — you will be tossed 
to and fro with every wind" — ^you will not enjoy 
the world — ^your half religion will spoil that for 
you, for, while you are in it, conscience will be loud 
and clamorous, and some portion from God's Word 
applied by the faithful monitor will prick and speak 
terror to your soul. And sure I am, you shall not 
enjoy your religion — oh ! no, joy in the Holy Ghost 
dwells not in a divided heart — Christ's peace is not 
the portion of the half Christian — God smiles not 
upon the path of him who is ever and anon leaving 
the strait and thorny road for some bye-path of 
pleasure and worldliness. My Brother — I cannot, 
I must not deceive you — The friendship of the 
world is enmity with God. Whosoever therefore 
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.'.' 
And in spite of all the religious profession, in 
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spite of the elevated tone of morality, in our own 
day, it is as true now as when St. Paul penned it, 
that " all who will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
sujSer persecution." And if you will be a true 
Christian, the world must be braved. As I have 
said before, you may go to a certain point, but the 
world will go no further with you, and if you are 
to keep together, you must stay there with it. For 
spiritual religion is the only religion that can save 
your sotd, and spiritual religion is not even now the 
fashion. Speak a word for your Master at the 
tables of these reUgious professors, and the name 
of Jesus shall freeze the current of conversation — 
bring everything to the test of God's Word, and 
you will be told you are too strict — that you are 
going too far. In short, look to the heart, in any 
way, and you will see whether spiritiml religion is 
in fashion. 

My dear Brother, let me deal plainly and simply 
with you. Are you prepared to do without religion 
altogether. No, you are not, I know. Are you 
prepared to do without revealed religion, the reli- 
gion of the Bible, the religion of Jesus ? No, you 
are not. You see that deism, the vague worship 
of the God of nature is no refuge for a sinner's 
soul before a holy and sotd-searching Judge. Well 
then, you have read and you believe the Bible. 
Now tell me, is religion as revealed in the Bible 
which you read and believe a plaything ? — is the 
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eternity held out in it a trifle ?— would you know- 
ingly run even the slightest risk of being on the 
Judge's left hand ? My Brother, the thought is tre- 
mendous — ^but that risk you are running, so long as 
both feet, both eyes, a whole heart, are not turned 
toward the Gospel Zoar, Jesus Christ ; so long as 
there is some one thing reserved, some one idol in 
its place. Remember Lot's wife" — ^remember 
she died not in Sodom — she died between Sodom and 
Zoar. Let me affectionately entreat you to go home 
and ponder these things, and when you have nerved 
and braced your arm by prayer, when the Almighty 
Spirit has put vigour and hfe into its sinews — take 
the sword of the Spirit," even ^* the Word of 
God," and cut the links that bind you to the 
world. When the world finds what you have 
done — ^when the empty professor next calls you to 
come with him to some scene of worldly pleasure 
which will not bear the light of eternity and of 
God's Word— then your trial shall begin — at 
first, persuasion and expostulation will be tried — 
**No need," he will tell you, "to be quite so 
strict — you are taking up dull and ascetic and 
methodistical views — God never intended that we 
should not enjoy ourselves" — and should this fail 
(as fail, I pray God that it may !) he will kindly 
pity you, and the half-suppressed smile, or the 
open sarcasm and jeer, shall tell you whether vital, 
spiritual, practical, religion is the fashion. No — I 
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repeat it — however favourable outward appear- 
ances may seem, he that will follow Jesus with 
the cross upon his shoulder must even now brave 
the world, and suflFer reproach and persecution. 

But my subject speaks also, I said, to the Back- 
slider. There may be such an one here this morn- 
ing, but one who is hidden from himself, one who 
has put his hand to the plough," and is look- 
ing back" — one who has forgotten, or is forgetting 
his first love." Aye, there may be more back- 
sliders among us than we are aware. What are 
baptismal vows ? What is it to have been enlisted 
as Christ's soldier and to have sworn to renounce 
the world, the flesh, and the devil ?" My Brethren, 
we slight, we underrate, we forget, these things. 
I say to every man who is a baptized Christian and 
has forgotten his baptismal vows, that he is a back- 
slider — ^he is despising the grace of God. We 
think too little of baptismal obligations. If bap- 
tism be anything, you are in covenant with God. 
If that covenant has not profited you, one of the 
two parties has been false to it — the false one is not 
the faithful and unchanging God. 

But I would have you try yourselves by another 
and, I believe, an unfailing test — I mean the duties 
of the closet — ^for there religious declension begins. 
Yes, the closet spoils the world to a man, or the 
world the closet. I do not say you have actually 
forsaken your closet — Satan is too cautious a 
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worker for that — to have proposed this would 
have startled and alarmed you. But devotion is 
getting a little irksome — the Bible is less eagerly 
opened, more coldly read, more hastily closed. 
The time spent in the closet is being gradually 
abridged — some worldly business, some pressing 
engagement calls. The returning Sabbath, which 
was once eagerly looked for and hailed with Chris- 
tian delight, is beginning to be a dull and cheerless 
day — ^the round of duty is gone through indeed, 
but the heart is wanting, and the pause which it 
brings between a past and a coming week is less 
welcome. The cares of life are regaining the 
ascendancy — the eye and heart are half-turned upon 
the Sodom you had left, and there is but one upon 
Zoar, upon Christ. Oh! my Brother, Remember 
Lot's wife !" — ^remember the command is,** Escape, 
for thy life ; look not behind thee !" 

But the subject speaks to the careless sinner 
too — and to him I would, in conclusion, address a 
few words. Sinner ! the Lord will destroy this 
place'* — '^the cry" of it is waxen great before 
Him.'' The warning is to you, to all, by us His 
ministers, Up, get you out of this place 
" Escape for thy life The Lord is merciful imto 
thee as unto Lot of old — thou hast found grace in 
His sight. He is magnifying His mercy to thee. 
There is a Zoar, a city of refuge, open ; the wrath 
of God harms not, touches not, the believer in His 
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Son. Say not then we deliver you a harsh mes- 
sage, a message of terror and of damnation. I 
know there are those who call the mention of these 
terrors harsh — they tell the preacher who would 
dwell on them that this is driving men into religion, 
that we should win them by love and gentleness, 
that we should dwell on the sweet comforts of the 
Word, and not on these awful things. Brethren, 
who put the question, " Ye serpents, ye genera- 
tion of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of 
hell ?" But you shall not leave this house and say I 
preached nothing but " the terrors of the Lord," 
nothing but hell, to you. Would you have me 
when I read in my Bible of " a worm" that " never 
dies" and of " a fire that is never quenched," of 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels," of a lake of fire and brimstone," 
" the smoke" of which, kindled by the breath 
of offended Deity, ascendeth up for ever and 
ever" — would you have me hold my peace? 
No, Men and Brethren, I do preach of damna- 
tion — I do preach of hell — I cloke not, I soften not 
the words, though they grate upon your ears. 
But I call you to witness this day — I preach salva-^ 
tion to all — I say to all : Seek ye the Lord while 
he may be founds call ye upon Him while He is 
near : Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts : and let him return 
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unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him, 
and unto our God, for he wiD abundantly pardon" — 
but I tell you he will not always be to be found" — 
He will not always be " near." I tell you He is 
a God forgiving iniquity, transgression, and 
sin," a God of love, rising up early and late 
and crying — " Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die ?" 
a God who will come to meet the returning pro- 
digal. I tell you that Jesus calls you to come 
to Him for life this day. I tell you that the very 
angels are imbued with the atmosphere of love 
and mercy in which the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ dwells, and that there is 
joy" in heaven " over one sinner that repenteth." 
I tell you that if you repent and believe this day^ 
though you shall not hear it, the paradise of God 
shall ring with sweetest melody. Nor do I clog 
and hamper the terms on which mercy is offered to 
you — wait not till you have reached a certain 
standard of repentance — till you have shed a 
certain number of tears — till you fancy you are 
in a fitter state to come to God through Jesus — 
but now, however cold thy heart, however thine 
eyes refuse the streams of penitence and sorrow — 
now come and cast yourself at the foot of the 
cross — expect not to work deeper repentance — 
sounder faith, more earnest desire, in yourself — 
but only come and confess your hardness, coldness, 
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and lifelessness — ^look up to the Spirit of God for 
all you need — and though you only lie before God's 
footstool, and know not how to pray — ^He will 
receive and bless you, so that your eye be but on the 
cross. Is this a Gospel of damnation? Does the man 
who preaches this Gospel preach a gospel of Mrath 
and terror ? No — ^we would rather you should be 
melted into contrition while we point you to Geth- 
semane and Calvary, than that you should stand 
aghast while we bid you gaze upon the pit of per- 
dition, and listen to the wailings of the damned. 
But we cannot Mde these things — ^the interests 
at stake are too important — ^your souls are too pre- 
cious — eternity too long — "the devouring fire,*' and 
the " everlasting burnings" too fearful, for us alto- 
gether to forbear the mention of them. And there- 
fore, while you cannot say but that I have set forth 
mercy, and comfort, and peace, and hope, to you 
through the atonement, through the cross of the 
Son of God — I withhold not the painful and less 
welcome topics of hell and perdition. 

My Brethren — am not seeking to excite your 
feelings and overwhelm your minds by mere art 
and eloquence — I take my language from God's 
Word, and not from my own or any man's imagina- 
tion. But the subject is eloquent — ^yea, methinks 
it is trumpet-tongued. Yes, the world is doomed — 
nor man, nor angel, nor devil, shall silence the 
voice of the archangel and the trump of God" — 

u 
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not Sodom and Gomorrah, not Admah and Zeboim 
only, but a world shall be in flames — and nought 
shall prevent that you and I be there ! Men and 
Brethren, think of that day — tremble over that 
day ! You may think me too vehement now — ^you 
may caU this high-flown, exaggerated, and forced — 
but though I strain my own mind and yours to their 
utmost stretch — though my tongue were big with 
high and lofty terms — yea, though the conceptions 
of an angel were ours — all — all — would be as no- 
thing beside the word, the short, the simple, but 
overwhelming word — Eternity 

Oh ! in that day when the archangel's trumpet 
has pealed through a summoned world — when from 
every sepulchre the unsheeted dead shall start, and 

the sea" and death and hell" give up the dead 
that are in them — ^when the heaven has departed 
as a scroll and every mountain and island are 
moved — ^when the throne shall be set, and the 
books opened — and Fall on us !" shall be the 
prayer of the kings and the great, and the rich 
and the mighty, arid the bond and free, to moun- 
tains and rocks — ^when the interjests of eternity 
shall be crowded into a momenta — when the hour 
of vengeance is fully come — and the first loud wail 
from a never-ending hell shall arise — in that day, 

God be merciful to us sinners !" 
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Proverbs, iii. 9, 10 — "Honour the Lord with thy 
substance^ and with the first fruits of all thine in- 
crease : SO shall thy hams he filled with plenty^ arid 
thy presses shall burst out with new vme.^^ 

That within the last thirty years a great and 
striking change has taken place^ not only in the in- 
tellectual, but also in the religious character and 
condition of England is so obvious and so generally 
admitted as not to require proof. Whether, upon a 
close investigation, this change appear so entirely a 
matter for immixed congratulation as it should 
seem to be at first sight — whether it be altogether 
as deep, as solid, and as beneficial, as it is un- 
deniable and striking, may be, and is, a matter 
of dispute. But the change itself is acknowledged 
and is indeed undeniable. Were we asked for the 
proofs of it, we should almost wonder that any 
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Digitized by Google 



292 THE DUTY OF HONOURING GOD 



could be so blind or so sceptical as to require proof 
of a fact which seems so obvious and undeniable. 
We should point to the crowded state of our 
churches — to the goodly multitude of Christian 
temples which have sprung up during the last few 
years throughout the length and breadth of our 
land, for we can scarce journey fifty miles but our 
eyes are gladdened by the sight of some new-built 
sanctuary — ^we should point to the schools hard by 
each house of God in our every hamlet, the Chris- 
tian handmaids of each Christian church, schools 
which invite the young, the aged, and almost the 
very babe and suckling — we should point to the 
countless engines for moral, for spiritual, for tem- 
poral good, for the glory of God and for the weal 
of man that are in operation ; our societies, I mean, 
which form a feature in our age's history, and 
which meet, or rather anticipate, every turn of 
human want, of human sorrow, of human igno- 
rance, of human crime, of human sin. We should 
point to the very month upon which we are about 
to enter, the May, not of the natural only, but of the 
religious year — we should take our sceptical in- 
quirer to the doors of the public meeting — we 
should bid him mark the equipages of the titled 
great that throng the way — we should bid him 
mark how godlike, how expansive, are that piety 
and that benevolence which forget neither the hea- 
then of our own land nor the heathen of foreign 
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shores, which would spread the Word of the living 
God through every clime, which would " visit the 
fatherless and the widows in their affliction," which 
would spread a bed for the sick and dying, and open 
an asylum for the guilty and shame-stricken sisters 
of error, which would pass over neither our seamen 
that are upon the waters, nor the prisoner in the 
dungeon. And we should bid our sceptic remem- 
ber that the sinews of these things are the money 
which is poured into the coflfers of piety and bene- 
volence by the rich, the charitable, the generous 
of our land. This indeed is the point on which we 
should be content to rest our case — ^that these 
countless engines of religion and charity are moved 
and worked by voluntary and spontaneous efforts, 
that these innumerable sluices of blessing let in 
upon our wilderness world flow from the uncon- 
strained fountain of the liberality and bounty of 
the day. 

And these things to which I have supposed 
we should appeal, in proof of a mighty change 
in the religious aspect of our country and of 
our generation, are facts. And let us make even 
the largest deductions for what is superficial and 
unsound, yet there will, I feel assured, remain 
abundant matter for thankfulness for what God has 
wrought, and is yet working among us. Separate, 
if you please, the tares from the wheat, there yet 
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remains an abundant harvest, by the grace^ and to 
the glory, of God. 

And yet my object this morning is to point but 
a radical, a fundamental defect; to apply a test 
which, I think, cannot but check any undue self- 
congratulation, any over-satisfaction at all the 
efforts which are being made amongst us and by 
ourselves in the cause of God and our fellow-crea- 
tures. And I shall strive to point out this radical 
and fundamental defect in that very point in which, 
at first sights we should have conceived the most 
promising and satisfactory religious feature of our 
own times to have lain — I mean, in our own bounty 
and charity. 

You will be at no loss to conjecture why this 
subject is uppermost in my mind on the present 
occasibn, when I have to appeal to your Chris- 
tian boimty in God's own cause.* But I am 
anxious you should not misunderstand my design-^ 
which is not confined to the collection to be made 
at the close of this service, but is rather to bring 
before you the duty of Christian liberality and 
Christian charity in a general manner. I am 
anxious that ye, my dear Hearers, should "abound" 
not only in everything else, " in faith, and utter- 
ance, and knowledge^ and all diligence," and love, 

* This Sermon was preached in aid of the funds for defray- 
ing the Building debt of Bexley Heath Chapel. 
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but " in this grace also." I desire not only 
that our plates may be full of your silver and 
gold, but fruit that may abound to your ac- 
count.'' And therefore I would bespeak your 
solemn, your devout, attention. I know the feel- 
ings that run in many minds on the occasion of 
appeals like the present — the idea is that the 
preacher will endeavour by enticing words and win- 
ning arguments to work upon his hearer's feelings, 
and not that he is bringing before them a solemn 
duty, an indispensable point of Christian practice. 
But, my Brethren, I would urge the matter upon 
you in as solemn a manner as if I were addressing 
you directly and pointedly upon the solemnities of 
death and judgment, because the point of Christian 
duty on which we are now to dwell, is one among 
the various other fruits by which our faith must 
be tested at the great day. 

''Honour the Lord," says Solomon, " with thy 
substance, and with the first fruits of all thine in- 
crease : so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine." 

The words naturally divide themselves — ^here is 
A Duty: "Honour the Lord with thy substance, 
and with the first fruits of all thine increase," and 
A Promise annexed to the discharge of that 
Duty: "so shall thy bams be filled with plenty 
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine." 

First then, for the Duty enjoined. This is laid 
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down in our text in words which seem to imply 
three things — 

I. That we are to devote a portion of our substance 
to the honour and glory of Qodj \. e. to causes of piety 
and benevolence. 

II. That Ood is to be first considered in the ex- 
penditure and distribution of our means— nnd 

III. (Which indeed seems involved in the second 
point) — that our religious and charitable expenditure 

is to be SYSTEMATIC. 

I. We are then to honour God in the eacpenditure of 
our substance by expending a portion of it upon causes 
of piety and benevolence. Yes, Brethren, it is with 
our money as with our time, our health, our 
abilities, our every talent — they are not our own — 
we are stewards — they have been entrusted to us 
with this responsible and solemn charge : " Occupy 
till I come." No matter what the amoimt en- 
trusted to us, no matter whether we be rich or 
poor — a just account will be demanded — ^we shaH 
be required and expected to have traded according 
to our means. The humblest of us here is no less 
in this, as in every other respect, a steward, than 
the nobleman whose rent-roll is glittering with 
thousands. Some are entrusted with less, some 
with more, but still it is but a trust, we but 
stewards. It is not then only that we are bound 
to devote some portion of the substance with 
which our Master in heaven has entrusted us to 
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Specific and direct objects of religion and benevo- 
lence (though this is more immediately my point,) 
but in our whole expenditure, our situation as 
stewards, the fact that we hold all by a deed of trust 
is to be borne in mind. Else, when the call comes: 
" Give an account of thy stewardship," it can 
only appear that we have wasted" our Lord^s 
goods." 

But alas ! how different our views, or, at least, 
our practice/ One inherits a sufficient, perhaps 
an abundant provision, from parents, relatives, 
or friends — another by speculation or business 
amasses a competent, perhaps a splendid, for- 
tune — ^a third, still engaged in commerce and busi- 
ness, finds ease and competency drawing nearer 
and nearer every day, as every thing seems pros- 
pering to his hand — and what are their feelings ? 
Does the man who inherits a worldly independency, 
a fortune, look upon the will of his fellow-crea- 
ture that conveys and secures it to him, as a deed 
of trust from God ? Does the retired speculator, 
the retired merchant, the retired tradesman, as he 
counts over the gains he has amassed by years of 
industry, anxiety, and toil, consider that, with his 
gains, his talents too, and therefore his responsi- 
bilities, have increased ? Does the merchant, does 
the tradesman who finds, as it were, the golden 
ball in his hands waxing larger and larger from 
week to week, business and speculations thriving. 



Digitized by Google 



298 THE DUTY OF HONOURING GOD 



prosperity increasing, hear the voice of his Master 
in heaven, in tones that wax louder and louder, 
Occupy till I come" ? Ah, Brethren, my con- 
science is replying, is accusing me unto myself 
that I, even in my situation, have wasted His 
goods." And perhaps some here are offended even 
while I speak. "Who is lord over me?" is the 
practical language of the natural heart. " Who 
shall dictate to me ? — shall I not do as I will with 
mine own" — and we sit down, Brethren, looking at 
the proceeds of our own or our parents' industry 
as our own : our character of stewards — our final, 
our strict, our searching account, as stewards, is 
forgotten. An occasional mite dragged from us by 
some urgent and importunate appeal — ^an occasional 
subscription or contribution to a religious or chari- 
table institution — the gratification of some mo^ 
mentary outbreak of compassion, which even the 
sternest and most selfish heart will sometimes feel — 
these satisfy our consciences and put us on good 
and easy terms with ourselves. And we apportion 
our income, we spend, and invest, and speculate, 
as if we and it were altogether and independently 
our own. But, I say, " Honour the Lord with thy 
substance," and with " all thine increase."* 



* " The solitary principle, tliat we Itold our property as subor- 
dinate agents for Gvdy were it only felt, embraced, allowed to 
have unobstructed operation in our practice, would, of itself, be 



Digitized by Google 



WITH OUR SUBSTANCE. 



299 



But more. I observe from our text that God is 
to be FIRST considered in the distribution and expendi- 
ture of our means and substance. 

If we be but stewards, if in all our expenditure 
the nature of our tenure, as one of trust, is to be 
borne in mind, how fitting that specific acts of 
piety and charity should first be provided for in our 
expenditure. What are we about? How is it 
that we have so forgotten the nature of our posi- 
tion, as that God's cause, God's honour, are to 
have the dregs ? How is it that our general plan 
is to see whether we have anything left for 
Qod? Think of that— for God!'' We 
never earned, we never gained, we never inhe- 
rited a shilling, but it was His gift — we never 
succeeded in a plan, we never prospered in busi- 
ness, but it was the appointment of His Provi- 
dence — the farmer never reaped a crop, never 
filled a storehouse or bam — the tradesman never 
profited by a bargain but by His mercy — we lay 
down last night, we rose up this morning, because 
He made us to dwell safely — we found the manna 
round our doors, we clothed our bodies ere we 
came up hither, because the God of the lily and 
the sparrow careth for us — we hasten from the toil 



sufficient to break up the present system of selfishness, and to 
give an entirely new aspect to the cause of benevolence."— 
Mammon, Part III. sect. i. p. 237. (Third Edit.) 
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and turmoil of the world to homes of comfort, per- 
haps of plenty, which He has given us — ^we look 
roimd with glowing hearts upon the wife and chil- 
dren which are but His gift and heritage to us — 
and yet our plan of honouring Him with our — 
rather, with His own — substance — is, to see whether 
we have " anything left for Ood /" His cause is not 
recognised in our expenditure — it is altogether a 
bye question — His demands are to be satisfied — 
something cast into His treasury, if we have any- 
thing to spare! When we make our calculations, 
we forget no claim that may be made upon us — 
the prudent man provides even for contingencies — 
we include every article of food and of clothing, 
every member of our family dependant upon us — 
but He who giveth us ''life and breath and all 
things," must be put off by anything that may be 
left — any chance surplus when everything else is 
provided for.* Nay, it should seem as if it never 



* For the most part, we take care, first, to be well supplied, 
if possible, with all the necessaries, conveniences, and not a 
few of the elegances of life : then to have a snug fund laid up 
against a rainy day, as the phrase is, (if this be in an increas- 
ing way, so much the better,) that when we look at children 
and near relatives, we may say to our hearts, * Now they are 
well provided for I' And when we have gotten all this, and 
more, we are, perhaps, content, for the love of Christ, to bestow 
a pittance of our superfluities, a tenth or a twentieth part of 
what we hoard up for ourselves, upon the poor. But alas ! 
what do we herein more than others ? Multitudes, who know 
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occurred to some that to honour the Lord" with 
" their substance" is a positive duty. They wait 
till the poor plead to them, till some claim, either 
through a sermon or some other channel is made 
upon them, but really to seek how they may best 
"occupy" till their Lord come, to look for fitting 
channels for honouring the Lord thus — of this 
they never think. 

Oh ! dear Brethren, recognize your position of 
stewards throughout your expenditure — think not 
that independency in this world involves inde- 
pendency of God — think not that a Christian may 
do what he pleases with his money because it is, in 

nothing of the love of Christ, will do thus much, yea, perhaps 
greatly exceed us, from the mere feelings of humanity. 

But it may be asked. Would you shew no regard to the 
possibility of leaving your wife or children unprovided for ? 
Quite the reverse. I would have you attend to it very much, 
and behold, the Scriptures shew you the more excellent way. 
If you had a little money to spare, would you not lend it to 
me, if I assured you it should be repaid when wanted ? I can 
point out to you better interest and security than I could pos- 
sibly give you : < He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto 
the Lord; and that which he hath given will He pay him 
again.' What think you of this text ? Is it the Word of God 
or not ? Is He worthy of belief or not ? Is He able to make 
good His word or is He not ? * ♦ • • Say not, < If the 
Lord would make windows in heaven this thing might be.' He 
has more ways to bless and prosper those who trust in Him than 
we are able to point out to Him. But I tell you, my Friend, He 
will sooner make windows in heaven, turn stones into bread, 
yea, stop the sun in his course, than He will suffer those who 
conscientiously serve Him, and depend upon Him, to be 
destitute.'' — Newton s Letters on Religious Subjects, — Letter i. 



Digitized by Google 



302 THE DUTY OF HONOURING GOD 



a worldly sense, his own — think of your great ac- 
count in the expenditure of every shilling — ^but oh! 
honour God too by recognizing the specific claim 
He makes upon you for His own peculiar cause — 
let your religious expenditure be first considered 
and apportioned. Do not provide yourself and 
yours with every necessary and every comfort and 
then see what you have over for God, but con- 
sider ^f^^ that God's claim is paramount and im- 
perative. 

But Ulrdly, Be systematic in your religious and 
charitable expenditure. 

And this, my dear Hearers, is the point which I 
would peculiarly press upon you — this is what I 
conceive to be one defect in the charity and libe- 
rality of our own age. We want an eloquent 
preacher, a strong case made out, a harrowing 
tale, a highly-coloured picture — we want a stimu- 
lus — we want to be worked upon — ^we want the 
excitement of the public meeting or of an array of 
names in a public subscription list. This answers 
the purpose of a Society or of a Charity, but oh ! 
this is not " fruit'* to " abound" to our " account" 
before God. Now what I would press upon your 
consciences and my own, my beloved Hearers, is 
the systematic, constant recognition of the duty of 
Christian liberality; yea, more, of apportioning 
first and for etnost a specific portion of our income, 
our gains, our substance to honouring God, to His 
service, in such cases as, for instance, the one which 
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is this morning brought before you, and in cases of 
charity to the spiritual or temporal necessities of 
your fellow creatures. I know that there are 
(blessed be Grod !) so many hundred objects brought 
before us in our day (and they seem yet on the in- 
crease) that it is quite out of the question for per- 
haps any to whom I am now speaking to contri- 
bute to the hundredth part of them. But then 
here is one advantage of the plan I would urge 
upon you. I would have a fixed, a systematic pro- 
portion of the gains of business or of the annual 
income set apart as holy unto the Lord — I would 
say of it " Corban, it is a gift'' — it is specifically, 
directly, inalienably, God's. And as it is utterly 
impossible that this, at least in most cases, should 
meet every call upon us, I would consider this hal- 
lowed portion as a separate little stewardship or 
trust. I should not consider myself at liberty to 
say, Well, I have given God's cause its portion," 
and lay out that fund indiscriminately upon the first 
claim made or the first case that struck me ; I 
should consider that I was bound to do the best 
with it, to apportion it among the diflferent objects 
that abound, with the utmost prayerfalness, discre- 
tion, and care.* 

* « Nothing that is good or great, we repeat, can be effected 
without plan. Business, to be successful, must be conducted 
on system : and why should not the book which records the 
occasional and the regular contributions of charity be kept and 
inspected as carefully as the ledger of trade ?" — Mammon, p.244. 
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If you have a stated, settled iDCome there can be 
no difficulty. If a man be in business, he can 
surely calculate, aye, and for worldly purposes, 
does calculate, his profits, at certain intervals. 
Well then, I would systematically say, the moment 
the income is settled, the profits ascertained — I 
would say firsts Now for God's proportion, now 
let me honour the Lord with" my " substance" — 
He who hath given me this increase must have 
its first fruits 

But perhaps this question has already been sug- 
gesting itself to many — What is to be the exact 
proportion of my profits and of my income that is 
to be thus systematically and regularly devoted to 
religion ?" This question, my dear Brethren, I am 
almost ready to decline answering, lest I should seem 
to desire to lord it over your faith, and to lay a 
yoke of man's making upon you, without the ex- 
press and specific commandment of God in His 
Word. Yet as I trust I am speaking to you, as 
to friends, as to those who will not misunder-r 
stand what is given rather as a hint and a sugges- 
tion than a commandment — (when I say this, I 
am speaking, mind you, of the exact proportion as 
a matter on which we have no commandment 
of the Lord to urge upon you, not of the duty 
itself — this even upon the authority of our text is 
clear and undeniable) I would answer your ques- 
tion — not indeed in words of my own, but in words 
which you may consider as conveying my own sen- 
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timents. You will observe that even more con- 
straining motives are adduced by the Writer than it 
has been my design to dwell most upon this morn- 
ing. I have been aiming to set before you your 
position as stewards, to urge you to ''honour 
the Lord with" your '* substance," as the God of 
Providence ; here are brought before you the yet 
more constraining motives of the Gospel and of 
the cross of Jesus : — 

''It is observable that Abraham and Jacob, on 
particular occasions, voluntarily devoted to God — 
what afterwards became a divine law for the Jewish 
nation — a tenth of their property. Without imply- 
ing that their example has any obligation on us, 
we may venture to say that one-tenth of our whole 
income is an approved proportion for charity, for 
those who, with so doing, are able to support 
themselves and families. For the more opulent, 
and especially for those who have no families, a 
larger proportion would be equally easy. For 
some, one-half would be too little ; while, for 
others, a twentieth, or even a fiftieth, would re- 
quire the nicest frugality and care. Indeed, of 
many among the poor it may be said, that if they 
give anything they give their share y they cast in more 
than all their brethren. 

" But in determining the proportion to be made 
sacred to God, the Christian would surely rather 
exceed than fall short of the exact amount. With 
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whom is he stipulating? For whom is he pre- 
paring the offering? Well may the recollection 
put every covetous thought to instant flight ; ting- 
ing his cheek with shame at the bare possibility of 
ingratitude ; and impelling him to lay his all at the 
feet of Christ. Only let him think of the great 
love wherewith Christ hath loved him, only let him 
pass by the cross on his way to the altar of obla- 
tion, and his richest offering will appear totally un- 
worthy of divine acceptance. When Christ is the 
object to be honoured, the affection of the pardoned 
penitent cannot stop to calculate the value of its 
alabaster box of precious ointment — that is an act 
to which only a Judas can stoop— its chief and sole 
regret is, that the unction has not a richer per- 
fume, and a higher value. When a Zaccheus finds 
himself standing, a sinner saved by grace, in the 
presence of the Being who has saved him, he ex- 
claims, * Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor ; and if I have wronged any man by 
false accusation, I restore unto him four-fold/ 
Covetousness, a moment before, was enthroned in 
his heart ; but now it is beneath his feet. A mo- 
ment ago, wealth was his idol ; but now its only 
value consists in furnishing him with an offering of 
love to Christ. ' What things were gain' to km, 
those he * counted loss for Christ.^*'* 

* Mammon, Part iii., sect. 1, page 247. 
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But an objection has already suggested itself to 
many minds. " I have a hard matter/' you say, " to 
balance matters at the year's end, as it is, without 
exceeding my income and running into debt — ^what 
I have is little enough — the wants of my family are 
many and increasing — the just claims upon me so 
numerous — to say nothing of provision for the 
future. How then will it be if I deduct, as you would 
urge me, fifty pounds from every five hundred — five 
from every fifty — one from every ten— of my in- 
come or my profits ? It is impossible — I cannot bear 
anything like so great a diminution.'' My Friends, 
I will answer you by a question. Here is, mark 
you, not my word, not Solomon's word, not man's 
word, but the word of Him who lies not, nor 
repents, of the unchangeable, the eternal Jehovah : 
" Honour" Me " with thy substance, and with the 
first fruits of all thine increase," — and is that all? — 
hear it, and *'be not faithless, but believing!" — 

So shall thy bams be filled with plenty, and thy 
presses shall burst out with new wine." Hear the 
arithmetic by which you are to reckon^ — expendi- 
ture is here gain: There is that scattereth and 
yet increaseth ; and there is that withholdeth more 
than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty." If after 
this you plead straitness of circumstances, nu- 
merous claims, and such like, I say, " Where is 
your faith?'' I repeat the question, Where is your 

x2 
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faith ?'* I reiterate the question, — " Where is your 
faUh r 

There was once a heart that outstripped our 
text— once a hand that cast into God's treasury 
not the first-fruits," hut aU her substance.* It 
was not that some sudden scene of distress had 
harrowed up a woman's tender pity and drawn 
forth her all — it was not that some starving wretch 
(more destitute even than herself) came across her 
path, and wrung from, a widow's sympathy even 

all that she had" — ^it was not that she found a 
man stripped and wounded and half dead, and 
therefore drew forth her only mite for necessity yet 
greater than her own — ^no ! — she stood by the 
treasury of God — the treasury rich with the gifts of 
the noble and the wealthy — there was every tempta- 
tion to excuse — ^how worthless her mite amid so 
many splendid gifts — she stood with her choice be- 
tween God and seeming beggary, she looked up to 
the God and husband of the widow, and she cast 
her all fearlessly, faithfully, cheerfully, in ! We 
are not taken home with her by the holy penmen^ — 
but she left that treasury a beggar — God had de- 
manded her all — ^faith had answered the claim — if 
that widow died a beggar, if when her hunger again 
craved for the morsel her last mite might have pur- 
chased, she starved — then, Brethren, it should not 
indeed have shaken her faith, it should not have 
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wrung a regret from her — ^but I scruple not to say, 
it stands alone in God's dealings, and God's Provi- 
dence. And that widow we must meet in judgment ! — 
God grant she be not our accuser ! 

I say then have faith in God. Rather should I 
say, when God your Master demands His own, it is 
not for you. His steward, to hold it back. I sa]^ 
again, There is that scattereth, and yet in- 
creaseth." True, your duty as a Christian is to 
provide for the present actual claims of your 
family — ^your duty as an honest man, is to be just 
to all who have just claims upon you — ^but I say it 
is robbery of God, it is embezzlement in your 
stewardship, it is utter faithlessness, it is the high- 
est impiety, the blackest ingratitude to the Pro- 
vidence of God, and to the cross of Jesus ; and 
more, it is the most miserable arithmetic, the most 
foolish calculation, it is a saving that tendeth to 
poverty, if you do not recognize in your expendi- 
ture, recognize firsts recognize systemxiticalh/, the 
duty of honouring God with your substance. 
Look at the promise of my text. Do you suppose 
that God will be untrue to His word ? Do you 
suppose He will put such a slight upon your sys- 
tematic honouring of Him, and upon your " work 
of faith and labour of love Why then the pro- 
mise of my text. The command alone should have 
been enough — ^but here is a promise, a rich, a pre- 
cious promise added, not only for the life that is 
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to come," but " that now is." The cruse of oil 
and the barrel of meal did not fail while used in 
God's service for God's prophet, God cannot but 
bless the duty I am urging. There is something 
so pleasing to Him in the faith which its discharge 
involves — something so acceptable to Him in that 
recognition of His Providence and mercy which 
thus leads a man to " honour" Him with his " sub- 
stance and with the first fruits of all" his " in- 
crease." Christian liberality, Christian giving, is 
gain, because it is giving unto the Lord. You 
cannot lose by faith, you cannot lose by obedience. 
I do not say that God will to-morrow restore to 
you in so much money what you cast into His 
treasury to-day, but I do say boldly and fearlessly 
that Christian liberality, Christian charity, sys- 
tematically adopted and constantly practised in our 
expenditure, is gain — ^not the mere ebullition, the 
mere excited feeling of the moment — ^but liberality 
and charity upon a fixed and constant principle.* 



* " I was enabled to set out upon the plan I recommended to 
you, at a time when my certain income was much too scanty for 
my own provision, and before I had the expectation or promise 
of assistance from any person upon earth. Only I knew that 
the Lord could provide me with whatever He saw needful, and 
I trusted, that if He kept me dependent upon Himself, and de- 
sirous to live for His service only, He assuredly would do so. I 
have as yet seen no cause to repent it. I live upon His promise ; 
for as to any present ways or means, everything here below is 
80 uncertain, that I consider myself in the same situation with 
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And what is it — oh! recollect what it is I am 
urging upon you. Oh ! yes, go home from this 
house of prayer, for whose treasury I am now 
to plead — as you enter many, yea, most of you, 
your comfortable homes, which seem doubly dear 
on this holy, peaceful day — ^as you tread the 
threshold — as you enter your rooms, many of them 
so fiill of comforts — (but the meanest of them more 
than was the portion of " the Man of Sorrows !") — 
as you behold your family around you, clothed, fed, 
provided for — ^as you sit down to your abundant, 
though perhaps not luxurious, meal — as the whole 
circle of your little comforts comes round again this 
day — oh! think, think, Christians, whence all this? — 
whence the means, from what treasury, the silver 
and gold that procured you these things? And 
then oh! blush — ^go to your closet — mourn — be 
abashed— be confounded — ^that for the cause, the 
claims, the honour, of this so bounteous Father, 
you have spared nothing, or spared but the very 



the birds of the air, who have neither storehouse nor bam. To- 
day I have enough for myself, and something to impart to them 
that need ; as to futurity, the Lord must provide ; and for the 
most part I can believe He will. I can tell you, however, that 
now and then my heart is pinched ; unbelief creeps in, and self 
would much rather choose a strong box, or what the world calls 
a certainty, than a life of absolute dependence upon the provi- 
dence of God. However, in my composed hours I am weU satis- 
fied. Hitherto He has graciously taken care of me ; therefore 
may my heart trust in Him, and not be afraid/' — Newton's Letters, 
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remnants of your substance to mock Him withal. 
And if the remembrance of a life of bounty and 
mercies do not shame and move thee, oh! think 
of the cross of Jesus ! — think of redeeming grace — 
think of Him who, " though He was rich, yet for 
your sakes became poor, that ye through His 
poverty might be rich." And then — if thou 
canst — shut God, shut Jesus out from your calcula- 
tions; — then — if thou canst — honour Him not 
systematically, not first, but last, and with the 
remnant of thy substance ! 

And oh! my dear Brethren, narrow not too 
hastily, too selfishly, too covetously, the limits of 
what you think you can spare. Shrink not from self- 
denial. You say you cannot increase your contribu- 
tion to-day. You cannot adopt (though I call upon 
you solemnly to adopt, at least, something like it) 
the plan I have proposed. I tell you you must not 
utter before God such words as ** I cannot spare 
it,'* till you have set yourself heartily, conscien- 
tiously, faithfully to the Christian duty — I had 
almost said, the Christian test — the Christian 
badge, self-denial. I do not say you must not 
have superfluities in your houses — I do not so 
much now insist that ye must cast your super- 
fluous jewels, your unnecessary adornments into 
God's treasury — ^but I do say that until you have 
done this, you must not say, I cannot spare." 
Can you, as in the sight of a heart-searching God, 
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say, I have nothing which I do not absolutely 
need?'' Now, I repeat it, I am not speaking 
pointedly as to the question of having or not having 
superfluities, but I say that if I have one super- 
fluity, it is, if there be any meaning in words, a 
contradiction in terms, to say, I cannot spare it'* — 
for if superfluity means anything, it means some- 
thing unnecessary, something I can spare.* Here 
again is the defect of our day. We are congratu- 
lating ourselves upon the amount, the vast amount, 
spent in God's service, in causes of charity and re- 
ligion. They are in themselves vast — ^but that is not 
the test — the test is our comparative eojpenditure for 
God and for self And when we consider the 
enormous wealth of our country, of our metropolis 
alone, when we consider the vast sums squandered 

♦ « But if, after all, prudence will be heard, I counsel you to 
do these two things. First, be very certain that you allow 
yourselves in nothing superfluous. You cannot, I trust, in con- 
science, think of laying out one penny more than is barely de- 
cent, unless you have another penny to help the poor. Then 
secondly, let your friends, who are in good circumstances, be 
plainly told, that, though you love them, prudence, and the 
necessary charge of a family, will not permit you to entertain 
them; no, not for. a night. What! say you, shut my door 
against my friends ? Yes, by all means, rather than against 
Christ. If the Lord Jesus was again upon earth, in a state of 
humiliation, and he, and the best friend you have, standing at 
your door, and your provision so strait, that you cannot re- 
ceive both, which would you entertain ? Now, He says of the 
poor, ' Inasmuch as you did it to the least of these my brethren, 
you did it unto me.' " — Newton s Letters. 
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upon pleasures and amusements, upon houses and 
palaces — then I say, our charities, our honourings 
of God with our increase, are as nothing. 

For you, my poorer Brethren, the principle of 
what I have been saying applies no less to you 
than to my richer hearers. I would say to the 
poor labourer and to the mechanic^ to the man who 
is earning his bread by the sweat of his brow — thou 
too honour the Lord with thy substance^ and with 
the first-fruits of all thine increase,'' — your propor- 
tion must be very small — ^but Jesus calls for that 
proportion — your Heavenly Father calls for it. 
Blush not to cast your mite in, though another 
hand be at that moment casting in a splendid gift 
of its abundance. And you too shall find that 
there is that scattereth, and yet increaseth.*' 
And now, my dear Brethren, I cannot keep down 
the anticipation that some of you, perhaps all, will 
think I have stated this matter strongly, and gone 
too far — ^perhaps oflFensively so to some. Well, 
I cannot soften it — and I pray God the day may 
never come when I shall apologize to man for 
speaking His truth. But yet, beloved Hearers, I 
have spoken in deep and anxious affection — have 
preached to my own conscience no less than to 
yours. I know that while I have been enforcing a 
conunand, I have been pointing you the true road 
to true prosperity, to the true enjoyment of your 
comforts and substance. I know that I have been 
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addressing many who have not an abundance of 
this world's goods. Be assured, I have not spoken 
thoughtlessly, I have not spoken by way of re- 
proach, nor to burden you. But I teach you a 
heavenly rule — oh ! it never came from my covet- 
ous or selfish heart — have not yet learned it : " It 
is more blessed to give than to receive.'* — I teach 
you a heavenly multiplication — a divine paradox : 
" There is that scattereth and yet increaseth.'* Do 
not then slight the subject. I have aimed far be- 
yond our present appeal to you. Do not go to talk 
over what I have said in a trifling, half-jesting 
spirit. It is a solemn test of your Christianity. 
And oh ! may God grant that when the balances of 
eternity shall have weighed the " filthy lucre," the 
Mammon of earth, truly — that in that "day of 
wrath," when riches profit not" — ^when Dives 
is calling for one drop of water to cool his hell- 
parched tongue — may God grant that you and I 
" be received into everlasting habitations !" 
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Acts, vii. 56 — Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of 
God.'' 

So bright was death's dark valley to the first of the 
Gospel "cloud of witnesses!" Scarce would he 
envy his translation, who suddenly *^ was not" — 
scarce would he sigh for the " chariot of fire and 
horses of fire," which took Elijah to his rest. A 
ray of glory rather than of hope flashed full from the 
throne of God — ^in sight rather than in faith he 
breathed out his spirit — ^yetin the body, he grasped 
the martyr's crown. 

But not to Stephen only M'as this vision bright 
and full of comfort. It tells to every member of 
the mystic body that the Head is even now in 
glory; it tells the sinner that the Son of God, 
though on the eternal throne of Deity, is not 
ashamed to be the sinner's Mediator, the sinner's 
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Priest, the sinner's Advocate, the sinner's Saviour — 
" the Son of Man'' stands on the right hand of 
God." Though in glory, He forgets not the cross. 
The atonement is made — everlasting righteous- 
ness*' brought in — but the Mediatorial scheme is 
yet carried on by the Son of Man and the Son of 
God. The High Priest is yet within " the Holiest 
of all," pleading for those for whom Himself was 
no less the sacrifice. The representative of re- 
deemed and glorified humanity, as " the Fore- 
runner," and in the name, of His chosen, has 
claimed, and entered upon, the purchased posses- 
sion. 

When we contemplate the Gospel scheme, our 
minds are rivetted, if not absorbed, by the cross of 
Christ. When we contemplate the Gospel Media- 
tor, it is the specific act of making a sacrificial 
atonement for human transgression and guilt 
which is uppermost in our thoughts. And this is 
indeed, I need not say, the turning point and hinge 
of all; it is from Christ crucified," as from a 
sun and centre, that every ray of Gospel light 
and hope beams forth. The whole fabric is based 
on Calvary. But the specific act of making atone- 
ment is not the whole, though it be the " corner- 
stone," of the Gospel scheme of Mediation. The 
work of atonement is over — not so the whole work 
of Mediation. The Mediator has not yet laid aside 
His office ; a part of that office is still being carried 
on by Him in His exaltation at the right-hand of 
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God, His people are yet in His heart — He has 
graven them upon the palms of His hands — ** all 
things" are "not yet put under Him" — God is 
not yet all in all" — the Mediator yet holds His 
office. 

To inquire somewhat at lai'ge into that part of 
the Mediatorial work and office, which " Jesus the 
Mediator of the New Covenant" is yet carrying on 
on our hehalf shall^ by God's blessing, be very full 
of comfort to us. The eye of our faith follows 
the martyr's gaze, and we see the Son of Man 
standing on the right hand of God/' Let us in- 
quire into the particulars of that part of the Media^ 
torial office which Jesus our Mediator is yet discharging 
for us in heaven. 

I. (And you will remember I am speaking of 
Him in His character and office of Mediator) — He 
has entered into glory as 

Thb Forerunner" op His people. 
Which hope," (the Gospel hope) says St. Paul, 

we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, and which entereth into that within the 
veil ; whither the forerunner is for us entered, even 
Jesus.^^ go," says Jesus Himself, to prepare 
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.*' Again, in 
that sublime and affecting communion of the eter- 
nal Son with the Father, " Father, / will that they 
also, whom thm hast given me, be with me where I am.** 
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And SO intimate is the union which subsists be- 
tween the Foreranner and His people, the Head 
and the members, the covenant representative and 
the whole body, that St. Paul, in writing to the 
Ephesians, says that God hath raked'* (mark. 
Brethren, not shall raise) but " haih raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus.'* But how are we now 
" raised up ?" How are we now sitting together 
in heavenly places How but in the person of 
our ascended covenant Head, our representative, 
who, as the Son of Man/' as our Mediator, as 
the First-fruits,*' as " the Forerunner," has 
entered upon, has taken possession of, the glory 
which Himself has purchased? Yes, Brethren, 
humanity, human nature, man, fell in the first 
Adam, its representative, its first parent, its head — 
and redeemed humanity, human nature, man, has 
risen again, has ascended, has entered into glory in 
the person of " the last Adam," its representative, 
its covenant Head. The " many sons" indeed are 
not yet brought " unto glory" — but " the Captain 
of their salvation," He who " is not ashamed to 
call them Brethren," has laid claim to it, has 
entered upon it, is even now preparing it for 
them. 

This intimate and close relationship to Jesus as 
his covenant Head is the rock o^ the believer's 
soul. It was not for Himself that Jesus died — not 
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for Himself that Jesus fulfilled all righteousness — 
it was for them who, through faith, should be one 
with Him. And having done this, His character 
as Mediator is not laid aside — the human nature in 
which (in mysterious union with the fulness of 
the Godhead") He did and suffered all, is not laid 
aside — it is risen, aslcended, glorified, not laid 
aside. The Son of Man*' stands at the right hand 
of God, the representative of redeemed and glorified 
humanity. Let a man then as he turns from page 
to page of the wondrous record of the life, the 
death, the rising, the ascension, the glorification of 
Jesus, keep uppermost His Mediatorial character — 
and with what intense interest is all invested! This 
righteousness, by faith, is mine— these sufferings, 
this atonement, by faith, are mine — this rising again 
is but " the first fruits I too must follow — He 
ascends to glory as my forenmner," I too must 
follow. — ^Why? because He fulfilled the law as 
my accepted surety — ^He died as my appointed 
Saviour — He rose. He ascended, as the covenant 
representative of His redeemed. Death could not 
hold Him; it shall not me — the Law and Satan could 
not bar His entrance to glory ; I must follow my 
Forerunner.** 

And oh ! could I hear aright ? He is gone " to 
prepare a place** for me '— for me who was but now 
dropping into the pit of hell — for me who was but 
now wallowing in the mire of sin — for me who 
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was but now crucifying Him afresh — ^heaven is for 
me ! yea, Jesus is gone to prepare it for me ! 
True, the love of that Father who gave His Son to 
die for me, prepared this " kingdom'* for His re- 
deemed before the foundation of the world 
but that Son, my Mediator, my Fore-runner, has 
now actually shed His blood, has now actually suf- 
fered, is actually revealed to me as in possession of 
that glory, of which His people are joint-heirs" 
with Him. 

Oh ! Brethren, consider then your condemna- 
tion, if ye sink into hell ! Hell was not prepared 
for man — it was prepared for the devil and his 
angels.'' Here then is set before you, I will 
not say a promise only, but the glorious begin- 
ning of its accomplishment : it is not only that 
you have a prospect, a hope of heaven — ^He who 
is oflFered to you as a Mediator, a Surety, a 
Saviour, actually has entered in, as the Son of 
Man, as the Fore-runner of all believers, to the 
purchased heaven. Behold the prospects, such 
the hopes, held out to man ! Satan would have 
us in his prepared place ; he gnashes his teeth to 
see that redemption, exaltation, glorification are 
already ensured, yea, already realized, in the person 
of Immanuel at the right hand of God. 

And oh ! how cheering to the Christian runner, 
the Christian soldier ! How cheering while our- 
selves are striving for the narrow gate and narrow 

Y 
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way ! Do we believe in Jesus ? Jesus, the Son 
of Man, has entered into heaven — ^by faith we are 
one with Him. We are not striving in the dark, 
we are not striving upon a chance, we are not 
striving for heaven with the risk that, after all, we 
be disappointed and find that heaven is not for 
us — we are striving for a place prepared for us — 
we are striving only to follow our Fore-runner.'* 
Heaven is already claimed, already entered upon, 
already prepared, for the whole body of them who 
through faith are one with Christ Jesus — ^for us 
then, and in our name, if we be of them. 

But II. Jesus, ascended and exalted, has re- 



ceived GIFTS FOR MEN." 



" Thou hast ascended on high — ^Thou hast re- 
ceived gifts for men,'*' says the prophetic Psalmist. 
And these " gifts" refer specially to the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. We find that in the mysterious 
chain of the divine purposes in the Gospel scheme, 
the full outpouring of the Holy Spirit was linked 
to, was in dependance upon, the ascension of Jesus. 

The Holy Ghost/' says St. John of a period prior 
to the ascension, " was not yet given, because that 
Jesus was not yet glorified" — ^here, you see the fact 
of Jesus, not yet haying ascended to His glory, is 
assigned as the reason for the full outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost not yet being given. Again, 
Jesus Himself : " It is expedient for you that I go 
away : for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
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come unto you ; but if I depart y I will send him unto 
you.'' And when the wondrous descent of the 
Holy Ghost had taken place, after the ascension, 
on the day of Pentecost, Peter, in accounting for 
this marvellous event, says, ''Being by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost , he hath shed forth this, 
which ye now see and hear." So that you see, 
Brethren, (I am not attempting to give you the 
full reasons for this fact — I only speak of it as a 
fact in the arrangements of the divine economy — 
you see that it is the ascended Jesus, it is Jesus 
at the right hand of God, who pours down upon 
us the Holy Spirit, the Comforter and Sancti- 
fier. Having died for His Church, having pur- 
chased it for Himself by His own precious blood, 
the dispensing of the gift of the Spirit to this 
His Church, the Headship of it, the ordering of 
all things for it, is committed to Him by the 
Father. 

Say then, is it not very full of comfort to call to 
mind this part of the Mediatorial office of Jesus 
the Son of Man, yet being carried on at the right 
hand of God ? He who has given Himself for us, 
dispenses the gifts of the Spirit to us — ^He prepares 
His people for heaven no less than heaven for 
them — He purchases the inheritance with His 
blood — He makes meet for it by His Spirit. Well 
then may He promise '^rivers of living water," 

Y 2 
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even rich streams of sanctifying, cheering grace, 
to him that believeth on Him — He hath received 
gifts for men," What then dost thou lack? 
Dost thou lack the consolations of the Spirit ? — 
He has not left you ^^comfortless'' — ^how expe- 
dient for you that" He should go away"! — being 
gone he sends the Comforter." Dost thou 
fear lest upon the throne of co-equal Deity, the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords" has forgotten 
his pilgrim-saint? Rather is He not, by His 
Spirit, in thy heart? Are the plants of divine 
grace drooping and withering within thy soul? 
Have they ceased to grow as the lily," to " cast 
forth" their roots as Lebanon?" He will 
be as the dew unto Israel." Is some ^* thorn in 
the flesh," some messenger of Satan" buflfeting? 
His ^* grace is sufficient for thee." Exactly the 
supply which He sees you need (not exactly the 
supply you may fancy you need) — but exactly 
what you need. He will send, so that you wait on 
Him. Or are your anxieties, your distresses, more 
of a temporal cast? Are troubles bowing you 
down? — are anxieties bewildering you? Re- 
member, the Lord of Grace is the Lord of Provi- 
dence. Is some trouble even now at the door, 
perhaps within your dwelling ? And do you look 
upon it with suspicion, with distrust, with terror ? 
Remember it came not to thee, till Jesus who died 
for thee, who lives for thee, had weighed it in the 
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balances, not of wrath, but of tenderest love, — 
and He sees it good, He sees it needful. He sees 
that you can bear it, if not with your present 
strength, yet with that sufficient supply which 
shall be sent with it. Remember too, Satan is 
bound — ^he walked to and fro,'' he went **up 
and down," but he could not break down the 
hedge which God had made around His saint, he 
could not touch an ox nor an ass of Job's, until 
Behold, all that he hath is in thy power" was 
the licence of God. 

Oh ! Brethren, that we could remember, that 
we could carry it with us impressed upon our 
mind and hearts, that our souls are the objects of 
tenderest care to Jesus at the right hand of God — 
that He is still there as our Saviour — ^that our lot 
in Providence and our measure of grace come from 
our Mediator at the right hand of God ! He did 
not simply come do^vn to die for us, and to put the 
means of salvation within our reach and then leave 
us to ourselves. He did not wheii he ascended up 
on high say, Now I have atoned' for your sins — 
I have opened the way to heaven — ^and now I leave 
you — the rest yourselves must do— I go away." 
No — this would have been to have brought us out 
of Egypt only that we might perish in the wilder- 
ness. But He says. For this very purpose I go, 
because ''it is expedient for you" — I go to prepare 
a place for you" And thus He not only brings 
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fT(m Egypty but He brings to Canaan — He feeds, 
He fights for, His pilgrims, as they journey on. 
But we, alas ! distrust and murmiu' and rebel. 
We forget the bearing of His dealings with us. 
The object at which we aim is, alas! often far 
short of, often inconsistent with, the object at 
which His dealings with us aim ; we try his deal- 
ings by a wrong standard. We say, this is not 
for my present peace — this is not what I want to 
make me happy now — this will not advance my 
interests among men — ^why am I not richer ? why 
not more honourable? why kept so humble, so 
poor, so mean ? Because, dear Brethren, (ah ! 
we forget it !) Jesus is not aiming at our wealth, 
our honour, our prosperity now — He is train- 
ing our souls — He is making his Providence 
work with His grace — He is gone to prepare 
heaven for us — ^but He prepares us too for it. 
Therefore, ye that be His saints, commit body 
and soul to Him — ^remember this— Jesus, at the 
right hand of God is mediating your salvation^ 
your souls are as precious in His eyes now, as in His 
hour of agony and death. Oh ! this is indeed to 
realize comfort, support, and joy. Not only, you 
see, did Jesus once die for you — once love you — once 
care for you, so as to hew out for you a path of 
salvation— not only did He once turn your feet into 
it — ^but now (oh ! there is such a present support in 
this !) now He is caring for me — now is he making 
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a hedge around my soul — now is He watchiDg me — 
now is He tempering my sorrows, weighing out 
my trials and even chastisements with all love and 
wisdom — now is He proportioning my supply to 
my wants, my strength to my day. The salvation 
of my soul is uppermost in His plans and purposes 
towards me — other things he gives, other things 
He denies, only in reference to this. Oh ! dear 
Brethren, follow with faith the martyr's eye — as 
faith sees Jesus at the right hand of God, remem- 
ber, oh ! remember His office there — our Mediator, 
our Saviour, our Fore-runner ! 

And so too with His Church at large ; He is its 
Head in all things — ^He worketh all things in it after 
the counsel of His own will — He has received gifts 
for it — ^He orders all its dispensations. He endows 
His servants — He sets them up— He removes them. 
Sometimes she is in the furnace — ^but the Son of 
God walks with her in the flames — sometimes her 
" nursing fathers'' and nursing mothers" are the 
kings and queens of earth, for He **saith" even 
''of" a *' Cyrus," ''he is my Shepherd." But 
here too how perplexing His appointments to sight 
and reason ! He takes away a Moses at the very 
moment that a Moses seems wanted — but he has a 
Joshua in store. How often is a triumph per- 
mitted to the enemies of His Church ! How do 
His tardy deaUngs and appointments (as we deem 
them) fall short of our hasty policy, the eagerness 
of our fancied wisdom ! Why is not Zion even now 
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the praise and joy of the whole earth ? Why are 
not the bright visions of prophecy realized ? Why 
is it such a day of small things Why are 
millions in the darkness of the shadow of death? 
Why does Rome, * * the mother of harlots and abomi- 
nations of the earth" yet sit a queen ? Why do not 
the deserts of heathenism blossom as the rose? 
Jesus hath not forgotten His ransomed Church. 
The Bridegroom yet loves His Bride — ^at the right 
hand of glory He bears her in His heart. But His 
ways are not our ways, nor His thoughts our 
thoughts. Let her not fear though the earth be 
removed^ and though the mountains be carried 
into the midst of the sea; though the waters 
thereof roar and be troubled, though the moun- 
tains shake with the swelling thereof" — the Lord 
of Hosts is with" her ; " the God of Jacob is" her 

refuge." And thus much we know — till Jesus' 
love to her grow cold — till He who died for her, 
forget her — till His wakeful care be lulled — His 
arm shortened — His ear heavy — " the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against" her. The infidel may 
strike — the oppressorrage — thepersecutor harass — 
but their weapons shall not prosper. They must 
unseat the ''rock of ages" ere they lay her low 
that is built upon it. 

Once more and Uldbf, 

Jesus ascended and glorified, the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God," is the Advo- 
cate AND High Priest of Hts people. 
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If any man sin/' says St. John^ " we have an 
Advocate tuith the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.^' 
Again, St. Paul to the Romans, Who is he that 
condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also maketh intercession for us.** The 
same Apostle, in writing to the Hebrews, " Where- 
fore He is able also to save them to the uttermost 
that come imto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth 
to make intercession for Christ is entered 

into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 
God far us.*' 

And for His Pribsthood— ' ' Consider the Apostle 
and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus." 
Again, *^ Seeing then that we have a great High 
Priesty that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For 

we have not a High Priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but 
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need." This Man, because He 
continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.** 
Again, We have such a High Priesty who is set on 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens." 

Here is indeed mystery — ^but there is comfort 
too. The full account and detail of this advocacy 
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and intercession are not given us — but thus 
much we may know to our unspeakable com- 
fort and peace, that our whole case, our soul's 
every interest, its whole welfare, is in Jesus' keep- 
ing. He wipes out from the records of heaven 
(those fearful books which shall confound the im- 
penitent and unpardoned at the last great day) — 
he wipes out from these every charge that stands 
against His believing people. He pleads against 
the claims of the holy law that as our accepted 
Surety He has fulfilled it and made it honourable, 
and borne too the curse which it denounced against 
us. The Father rejoices to shew mercy to his Son's 
redeemed, rejoices that all spiritual blessings 
should flow to them through the channel of His 
mediation and intercession. I doubt not. Brethren, 
that Jesus is far more fully the All-in- All of His 
people than even they now know — I doubt not but 
that eternity shall shew that in ten thousand ways 
we know not of, the Gospel scheme, in its every 
bearing and detail, has been the grand fountain of 
blessing to our ruined world. 

And oh ! He is our Priest y our High Priest, *'on 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens" — our Priest as the Son of Man. The 
depth of His condescension is a depth of comfort 
to the Sons of men, the heirs of flesh — "It behoved 
Him to be made Uke unto them in order to this 
very end, that He might be a merdful and faith- 
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fill High Priest." Oh ! how should this recollec- 
tion unlock our lips at the throne of grace. Why 
so backward to spread our temptations, our wants, 
our weaknesses hefore Jesus ? Were we to realize 
only the throne of Deity when, compassed about 
with temptations and infirmities, we fall down in 
prayer, we might be backward and diffident under 
the thought that He who sat upon that throne was 
so utterly, so necessarily, removed by His very 
essence and nature from our temptations, wants, 
and weaknesses. That God was Almighty to help 
us we could not indeed have doubted — ^nor yet that 
His Mercy was equal to his power — ^but that Deity 
could feel with man — this we might well have 
doubted. But now as we draw near, we the 
children of flesh and blood, we see Jesus, the 
Son of Man,'' Jesus, our High Priest, at the 
right hand of the throne of God. We have lost 
nothing of his power, for he is still the Son of God, 
but we gain the assurance of His sympathy, for, 
as the Son of Man, He is touched with the feel- 
ing of our infirmities." How minute then may 
our prayers be when made to such a Saviour — 
when offered through such a High Priest and 
Advocate ! If you think a want too trifling, too 
minute, too insignificant for the ear of Deity, if 
you are returning from the mercy seat with your 
mind yet burdened with one infirmity, if your 
tongue falter and your hope fail before Jesus the^ 
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Son of Ood— oh ! then go back to Jesus the Son of 
Man — "Come boldly to the throne of grace !" Here 
is the glory, the might, the fulness, the wisdom of 
very Deity, with the compassion, the sympathy of 
a Brother, a partaker of flesh and blood. 

And oh ! as our poor and worthless petitions 
rise to such a Divine and yet so sympathizing 
a Saviour, as our poor pleadings pass through 
the mediation of such an Advocate — how shall 
He cleanse their every stain, how shall He 
make good their every imperfection — how shall 
their dull flame pierce to the presence-chamber of 
Jehovah, amid the incense of Jesus' intercession ! 
How sweet shall be their savour before our Father 
and His Father, before our God and His God ! 

Thus then, Brethren, is Jesus still carrying on 
the work of Mediation : He did not forget sinners 
when He left the sinner's world. As our " Fore- 
runner" He has entered upon the inheritance ; as 
exalted and glorified, He has received gifts for 
men as Advocate and Intercessor, He makes 
our welfare his concern ; as High Priest, He pre- 
sents our prayers, feels with us in our temptations, 
is touched with our infirmities. How full of com- 
fort then is that part of His Mediatorial work 
which, as the Son of Man, at God's right hand, He 
still discharges ! 

Consider, if Jesus has entered upon the inherit- 
ance in our name, the exaltation which yet awaits 
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our nature, so degraded and fallen. Man's nature, 
for man's sin, became with the rest of creation 
^* subject to vanity but not only are life and 
immortality brought to light" and spread before us 
in prospect, but Jesus, the Son of Man, has already 
in the name of His redeemed from among men" 
entered upon possession. This "vile body" — 

the body of our humiliation" — ^restored indeed, 
glorified indeed, and made fit for the heavenly 
abode — ^but still man^s body — ^a body of human 
nature, is heir, together with its immortal tenant, of 
glory and of the. skies. It is indeed vile now — it 
clogs the spirit now — it is exposed to a thousand 
accidents — ^liable to weakness, decay, dissolution — 
it is degraded, fallen — but our Mediator, the Son 
of Man, already reigns in " His glorious body" — 
ours too, if we are His, must be changed and 
fashioned like it. Here you see is more than mere 
restoration. It is not that the first Adam's un* 
fallen body, the body which tenanted Eden, is again 
to be ours — it is to the glorious body of Jesus the 
Son of Man, of Jesus our Fore-runner" that we 
are to be conformed. 

Again. " The promise of the Father," even the 
Comforter, is from Jesus. Oh ! then it is not only 
that ye must look to Him for increase of grace, for 
more abundant outpourings of the Spirit, but how 
comfortable even now to trace the workings of that 
Spirit within you ! Who is it that is sanctifying 
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you ? Who but Jesus ? Does not every grace 
which the Holy Spirit is working in you, every 
evidence of His indwelling which you feel, every 
consolation He sheds abroad in your heart— do 
these not seem to bring to you the voice of your 
ascended Lord, of Jesus at the right hand of God ? 

You do not see me — I am not with you in the 
flesh — ^but I leave you not comfortless — ^it is I who 
have sent you this Comforter — it is I who thus by 
His grace sanctify, and guide and cheer you." I 
say then. Brethren, we may read in our very 
graces the evidence not only that. Jesus has reached 
the courts above, but the tokens that he has not 
forgotten us. We eat the heavenly manna, we 
drink the heavenly streams, do they the less come 
from Him, because we see not the hand that sends 
them? 

Oh ! then our souls are His care — their growth 
in grace is His care — providential dispensations 
are but ordered for their good — their enemies are 
.His. Whatever then we want for them — ^whatever 
deficiency it is we are mourning over — ^Jesus has 
the supply, for Jesus has received gifts for men/' 
And these gifts are for the rebellious also a re- 
turning prodigal, a savage gaoler, a persecutor, 
yea, the publicans and harlots are to be the monu- 
ments of His grace, are to swell the Mediator's 
final triumph. Christian Brethren ! you know that 
Jesus has received gifts" for the rebellious." — 
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What but rebellion was reigning in your hearts, 
when some conviction of sin, wrought by the Spirit, 
pierced to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit?" What but rebellion, when the hand of 
Providence, working out a purpose of special 
grace, first bid you pause and remember you had a 
soul to save or lose ? It was not that like Saul 
you were persecuting and massacring the Church, 
but you were crucifying Jesus Himself anew — say 
then was it not into a rebellious'* heart that the 
gift of Jesus came ? 

Lastly, how sweet, how precious the truth that 
we have an Advocate with the Father" — a High 
Priest above ! How, as I have shewn you, should 
it, in prayer especially, remove every doubt, every 
backwardness, every distrust. Were it not for the 
truth of the very manhood of our High Priest, and 
Intercessor, every increase of our awe and rever- 
ence for " the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity," that God who is a consuming fire," 
might have involved a proportionate diminution of 
our comfort and freedom in prayer. But oh ! if as 
we draw near to the throne, we see our ImmanUel, 
Jesus the Son of Man, at its right hand, if we re- 
member that this is He who was tempted, this is 
He who was despised and rejected, this is He who 
" endured the contradiction of sinners," this is He 
who hungered, who thirsted, who was poor and 
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houseless, this is He who drained the very 
dregs of bitterest sorrow— oh ! then how boldly 
may we come, how boldly, how minutely pray ! 
And oh! if we can only individmlize the truth 
that we have an Advocate on high. If you and I, 
Brethren, can say — the very office which Jesus 
holds on high, is for the salvation of my soul — ^for 
this very reason, in this very capacity, does the 
Son of Man stand on the right hand of God — this 
is the very work which he is carrying on— not only 
to prepare a place for" me — but to care for me, 
to shield me, to strengthen me in my journey to- 
wards it. Oh! I say, if when Satan's legions are 
warring against us, if when his horses and chariots 
encompass our souls, as the Syrian monarch's host 
the city that held the prophet, if then, I say, we 
can see the heavens opened and Jesus at the right 
hand of God, then it is as the opening of the eyes 
to Elisha's servant — ^behold, the horses and chariots 
of fire are around our souls — ^we see that they 
that be with us are more than they that be with 
them." 

And when Satan accuses, when conscience 
accuses, when the law accuses — remember that 
against their clamours, we are to set the advocacy 
of Jesus. If indeed He had returned to plead 
against MS — if His cry at the right hand of God 
were, " Father, forgive them notP^ — ^if He were 
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gone to record our condemnation — to carry to 
heaven's chancery the record of our by-gone days 
and years of sin and guilt — then indeed it were 
past hope. — ^but " who is he that condemneth" if 
Christ make intercession for us ? 

But ere the destinies of our world be for ever 
awarded, the Son of Man must discharge the func- 
tions of another office. " This same Jesus" must 
" so come in like manner as'* He is gone into 
heaven." The Mediator is the Judge — the Judge 
cometh for justice, as the Mediator for mercy. The 
eyes but of eleven men of Galilee strained after the 
ascension cloud — the chariot-clouds of judgment shall 
rivet the myriads of the living, shall be the sum- 
mons to the myriads of the dead ; " Every eye 
shall see Him." Which of us shall then follow the 
Forerunner to glory ? Which of us be caught up to 
a prepared heaven? Stephen, with " the noble 
army of martyrs" shall wake from the sleep into 
which he fell, as the third heaven lay opened to his 
gaze — these shall receive the martyr's special 
crown. But is there one laid up for us against that 
day ? Or, are we now, with the mad hardihood of 
sin, fighting against mercy — are we rushing on 
with Satan now to Ms prepared portion — are we 
striving even against the pleadings of Jesus — 
ruining the souls of which Jesus is the Advocate ? 
Oh, Brethren, I call you to witness — Jiell was not 
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made for you — ^Tophet was not ordained, not kindled 
for you — ^hell is for devils — the Gospel, the cross, 
heaven, for man — ye make it your own place by sin — 
with perverseness that eternity shall be too short 
to bewail, ye rush into that place where your fore- 
runners are the devU and his angels.** 
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Genesis, iii. 13. — " What is this that thou hast 
done?'* 

Romans, v. 12. — By one man sin entered into the 
world.'' 

What is Man ? — the Bible answers, A sinner'* — 
conscience assents, A sinner" — experience, the 
experience of six thousand years re-echoes, "A 
sinner ! a sinner !" What is Man's Life ? — the 
Bible answers, "Suffering and sorrow" — experi- 
ence, the experience of six thousand years re- 
echoes the testimony, " Suffering and sorrow I" 

How is this? — Conscience, experience, nature, 
are alike silent and bewildered — the Bible alone 
replies, the Bible alone solves the riddle. I say, 

the riddle," for take away the Bible and what is 
man ? — ^what is this world ? — what is life ? What 
but a bewildering riddle, an unfathomable mystery ? 
Here is a being, we ourselves are beings^ whose 
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nature is in itself an utter paradox. To-day man 
calls forth our admiration, to-morrow our loath- 
ing—one moment we are amazed at the power of 
his reason, the profundity of his thought, the deli- 
cacy of his refinement, the exquisiteness of his 
sensibility — the next we shrink with horror and 
disgust from his savage brutality, his loathsome 
impurity, his unbridled passions, his caUous heart- 
lessness, his astounding folly. 

So with our world. Now it seems fall of the 
mercy, now of the judgment of the Lord — here it 
blooms as a garden, there it seems accursed, bear- 
ing briers and thorns — ^here the earth bringeth 
forth food for the use of man, there it opens its 
mouth to swallow up a city or a people — to-day the 
mild and fostering breeze brings health and fertility 
on its wings, to-morrow the tempest and the whirl- 
wind bring destruction and desolation in their 
train. To-day the hand of an all-loving and al- 
mighty Father seems showering down the abundant 
tokens of His care and love — to-morrow the vials 
of displeasure, of wrath, and of judgment are out- 
poured. 

And so with human life — so. Brethren, with 
your life and mine. To-day our cup runneth over 
with comfort, mercy, and blessing— our beloved 
arie around us, the voice of health and gladness is 
in our homes — oiir sky is cloudless. To-morrow, 
sorrow is in the draught— death by some over- 
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whelming bereavement has torn our heart-strings — 
ourselves or some dear one is upon a bed of disease 
or sickness — how cheerless^ how overcast, how be- 
clouded, our sky ! 

Brethren, is it not so ? Is it not true that our- 
selves, our world, our life, seem at one time under 
the smile, at another imder the frown of some 
Almighty Being ? Is not the history of each of 
us a record not of mercy only, not of judgment 
only, but " of mercy and judgment 

How theuj I ask, is this ? Is our worlds are we 
and our concerns the victims of wild chance ? Or^ 
is our God some wayward and capricious Being, 
who now blesses, now chastises, now frowns, now 
smiles, by no other rule than His own caprice ? 
Or, shall we, with ancient heretics, bewildered at 
the mingled and paradoxical aspect of our worlds 
at the chequered yarii of our life, at the paradox of 
our own nature, shall we, I say, conclude that two 
opposite and hostile powers are ruling our world 
and destinies, that there is a good and an evil prin- 
ciple — ^a good and an evil God ? 

These are momentous questions — momentous 
for our instruction, our comfort, our welfare. But 
nature has no answer — the earth indicates that dis- 
pleasure and blessing are upon it — each day teaches 
us that displeasure and blessing are upon us — man 
feels himself a mystery, a contradiction to himself — 
but we are yet without the reason of this the case 
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and condition of ourselves and of our world. 
What then is the solution which the Bible affords ? 
What saith the Scripture ? It bids us recognize in 
the mercy and blessing which yet linger over our 
world, in the faint lineaments of moral beauty 
which may yet be traced in our nature, the proofs 
and traces that man and man's world were not 
always thus — that they came not thus from their 
Maker's hands ; it bids us recognize in the present 
aspect of our earth, in the vileness and depravity 
of our nature^ the proofs and traces that whatever 
may have been the original constitution either of 
the one or the other, that constitution^ that original 
state has been lost. In a word, the Bible reveals 
to us the lamentable, the humiliating, but all* 
important, fact, that man is a fallen being, our 
world a fallen world. 

I propose to divide our inquiry this morning into 
two heads — to ascertain, 

I. Man's moral and spiritual condition as 

SET FORTH BY ScRIPTURE. 

IL The account which the Bible furnishes 

OF THE cause OF THIS STATE. 

Now I would have you bear in mind, throughout 
our inquiries^ the point to which I propose to limit 
your attention — ^my point is not to prove generally 
that man is a sinner , i. e., in the sense of having 
actually and personally transgressed the law of 
God and fallen short of its requirements — ^my point 
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is Origiml Sin — ^i. e. that man is now by virtue of 
his very nature a sinner, that he is bam a sinner, that 
every descendant of Adam, every child of woman 
is, as such, the possessor of an infected, a corrupt, 
a fallen nature. This nature indeed, and of course, 
is the source and fountain of all actual and personal 
transgression — ^but this nature afone, m itself, apart 
from those actual and personal sins of which it is 
the source, is exposed to and under the wraih, 
condemnation, and curse of an AU-holy God. This 
being our strict point of inquiry, in selecting my 
proofs from God's Word, I do not propose to bring 
forward one which does not go close home to this 
very point — ^none, that is, that simply prove man to 
be a sinner, but only such as prove him to be such 
by force of his very nature, and descent from Adam — in 
a word, none which do not prove the doctrine of 
Original Sin. 

Who," says Job, " speaking of man, can bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean ? not one." What is 
this but that man, the child of an unclean, a sinful 
parent, must, of necessity, be an unclean, a sinful 
oflfepring ? Again, and precisely to the same point, 
What is man that he should be clean ? and he which 
is bom of a woman that he should be righteous?^* 
Again, How can he be clean that is bom of a 
woman?'' — "Behold," says David, in the out- 
pouring of his penitential sorrow after his murder 
and adultery, tracing up his personal and actual 
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transgression to its source in his corrupt nature, — 
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did 
my mother conceive meJ* What, I ask, do these 
passages prove, but that man is of his very nature a 
sinner, is bom a sinner — and not only so by his own 
actual and individual transgressions ? Except," 
says our Lord in those well-known words, Except 
a man be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God."— Why not? Why does it not suffice that 
any actual sins a man has committed be atoned for 
and blotted out ? Why must he undergo such an 
utter, such a heart-change, such a renewal of his 
nature, such a new creation as is expressed by the 
powerful phrase, * * Ye must be bom again ?" Why, 
but that his very nature^ his humanity is infected, 
corrupt, lost, alienated, and estranged from God, 
unfit for His service now, for His kingdom here- 
after? Once more. What is mmi^s state before 
God, by nature ? The Apostle answers : Ye," 
says he, even to the elect, the justified, the sancti- 
fied Ephesians, ye were by nature the children of 
turathy even as others," — ^i. e. even as the rest of the 
world. And mark, it is " 6y nature'' — ^not through 
the mere influence of education, example, or early 
bias — ^but by nature.'* And why. Brethren, is 
man a child of wrath before God ? Does God de- 
light in wrath ? Is God a God of wrath ? There 
is but one thing in the wide universe that draws 
wrath from the God of love, curses from the 
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blessed and all-blessing God — ^and that is sin. Is 
man's nature then an object of wrath to God ? lies 
it under God's curse ? — then be sure of this — man's 
nature is sinful. Brethren, we call children inno- 
cent ; the fond mother reads nought but purity and 
innocence in her infant's smile or in the placid 
calm of its slumbering features. And innocent 
they are of actual sin — ^but innocent in nature, in- 
nocent in heart they cannot be — they are bom of 
woman — how shall they be clean? But one cradle 
ever held a sinless babe — bom indeed of woman — 
but the Son of God. 

Such, Brethren, is the testimony of the Word 
of God. And if I add to this testimony, so clear 
and so full, a reference to the doctrines of our 
Church, it is only to remind you how completely 
they coincide with " the law and the testimony," 
and not with any view of adding to the force of 
Scripture authority. "Original Sin," says her 
Ninth Article, " standeth not in the following of 
Adam" (as the Pelagians do vainly talk) — i. e., 
Adam's transgression is not only of effect to us as 
setting us an example of sin — it is not only by fol- 
lowing that example that we become sinners — 

but it is the fault and corruption of the nature of 
every man that naturally is engendered of the offspring 
of Adam — ^whereby man is very far gone from 
original righteousness (the Latin has it as far 
as possible") and is of Ms own nature inclined to 
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evil." Can words be more explicit or more in 
accordance with the Scripture testimony which I 
have ahready adduced ? So far our Church. 

And now, Brethren, although I have limited our 
enquiry this morning to the point of Original Sin, 
without extending our view to our actual trans- 
gressions, yet I cannot but remind you that this, 
namely, the corruption of our nature, is the root, 
the cause of all. This it is which is developed 
and carried into action in all the myriad forms 
which sin assumes. True indeed, temptation is 
powerful, the world is full of snares, our soul's 
enemy is most watchful, most powerful, and most 
subtle — ^but whence do these derive their chief 
strength ? Whence but from this, that there is a 
treacherous heart within? Hence it is that the 
actual state of our world is such before God as is 
portrayed in black but too faithful colours in His 
word — Whence it is that "all we like sheep have 
gone astray" — ^hence there is none righteous, 
no, not one" — even because the stream is poisoned 
at the fountain, because " the heart is desperately 
wicked" — because " by nature'* we are " dead in 
trespasses and sins." Tlie plague-spot is at our 
heart's core. 

But is this corruption universal? Is not the 
question unnecessary after the testimonies ad* 
duced ? Does not the very fact of all being " en* 
gendered of the oiFspring of Adam" now involve 
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in it the necessity that we, that aU be sinners ? 
" What then," exclaims the champion of the so- 
called dignity of human nature, " do you involve 
in one sweeping and indiscriminate sentence of 
corruption, guilt, and condemnation, the whole 
human race ? I can see," he says, " many of 
whose depravity you are free to speak in the 
strongest terms — ^many who are a disgrace to their 
species; their profligacy is so abandoned, their 
baseness so marked, their whole course so reck- 
less. And I am not unwilling to admit that all 
have their weaknesses, and imperfections, and 
failings ; but how many," he says, " do we find that 
are ornaments to their race — so honourable, men 
of such principle and integrity, so amiable, so mu- 
nificent, so benevolent ! How many are benefac* 
tors to their day and generation, and even to pos- 
terity ! How many seem to delight in spreading 
comfort around them ! What sums will they ex- 
pend for the welfare of others ! How charitable 
are they ! how humane ! what loyal subjects ! what 
kind neighbours ! how exemplary in all the relative 
duties of life ! What account are we to give of 
these ? Tliese surely, it may be said, are not so 
fallen, so degraded." My Brethren, that there are 
many, very many, whose tempers are thus amiable, 
whose principles are thus upright, whose charac- 
ters are thus fair, when tried by man's standard, is 
most true. But most true is it of these too that 
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brfore Ood every mouth is stopped and all guilty — 
most trae of these too is it that " except'* they 
be bom again" they ''cannot see the kingdom 
of God" — they too need a change no less radical, 
no less complete, no less divine — they are chiidren 
of Adam — 6am of woman — how shall they be clean ? 
They are men, how shall they not be utterly 
sinners ? 

But how is this ? My Brethren, it is that all 
their morality, their integrity, their noble princi- 
ples, their amiability, their charity, their benevo- 
lence — all has to be tried by the perfect, spiritual 
law of God — and by that, all will be found naturally 
defective, defective in motive and in extent. The 
question is not whether the gentle and amiable are 
not better in the eyes of men, better in their effects 
upon society — the question is, are they prepared to 
say that they love the Lord their God with all their 
heart and soul and mind and strength — are they pre- 
pared to abide the test of a law which declareth that 
he that *' offendeth in one point he is guilty of aU" 
— are they prepared to render constant, unde- 
viating, spiritual obedience ? — are they able to do 
so ? — do they desire to do so ? — do they even feel a 
love, I do not say, for virtue, but for holiness, i. e. 
for virtue upon Ood's principles and^ according to God^s 
laws ? If not, they are sinners, they are fallen, 
they are guilty, they are, in themselves and by 
nature lost. 
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Such then is man by nature, thus hereditary, 
thus universal is his corruption— the will perverted, 
the judgment darkened, the affections depraved. 
There linger indeed some faint indications (alas ! 
how faint 1) of better things — but they are but the 
ruins, the shapeless, confused ruins of a tem- 
ple once upright and fair — the broken wrecks of 
a nature once the image of Deity. There is much 
intellectual power and greatness — ^but how per- 
verted, how clouded, how over-balanced by moral 
debasement ! And ever and anon indeed the " still 
small voice'' of conscience is heard reproving for 
sin, and putting in a claim for virtue and for God — 
but how soon is it hushed by sophistry or drowned 
in iniquity, carelessness, and sin! There rises 
indeed sometimes even now the longing of an 
undying spirit for immortality, or, at least, a rest- 
less, anxious anticipation and foreboding of eter- 
nity — ^but how soon do time and sense resume 
their supremacy, and banish eternity as an un- 
welcome recollection or an idle tale. Verily the 
natural man in his best estate is altogether vanity 
and corruption. He may indeed appear beautiful 
outward,'* there may be much to win man^s admi- 
ration, man's love — but if God be indeed the centre 
of holiness, of happiness, of perfection and of 
blessing, how shall he be clean who loves not the 
perfections, the will, the law, the worship of that 
God ? Pure that being cannot be that loves not 
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God — ^yea, whose every hope, and affection, and 
joy, is not centred in God. 

But I must pass on, in the Ilnd place, to consi- 
der THB ACCOUNT WHICH THE BiBLE FURNISHES OF 
THE CAUSES OF THIS THE MORAL AND SPIRITUAL 
STATE OF MAN. 

How brief I how mysterious that account ! ''By 
one man Sin entered into the world.*' God 
made man upright," for He made him in His own 
image — ^He breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life in a peculiar and special manner. Man was 
made immortal — ^man was made reasonable — ^man 
was made holy — man was made happy — this was 
the image of God in which he was created — as the 
consequence and result of this participation of the 
Divine image, he was made capable of loving and 
serving his Creator. He had no will but God's — 
no desire, no taste, no affection that was not centred 
in God ; like the rest of Creation, man too was 
'' very good." 

But now '' how is the gold become dim ! how is 
the most fine gold changed !*' The state of man 
is what we have already seen it to be, what we see 
and feel it to be each day, each hour. And by one 
man — ^by one transgression — entered sin into the 
world. With what intense interest does this state- 
ment of the apostle's invest the third chapter of 
Genesis ! What a momentous, what a pregnant 
question, "What is this that thou hast done?'' 
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O Satan ! O Eve ! O Adam ! what indeed is 
this that thou hast done ?" Brethren, our minds 
stagger xmder the conception of the answer — the 
answer can be found alone in the detailed, in the 
accumulated sins and sorrows of six thousand 
years ! " Six thousand years" did I say ? — ^no — 
in the accumulated sins and sorrows of Adam's 
race, when time shall be no longer and its history 
be consigned for ever to the records of the past. 
What do I say ? shall the question be fully an- 
swered then ? Rather then shall its answer truly 
begin — the sinner's ietemal hell shall answer what 
sin has done. Yes, Brethren, — ^we must stretch 
our conception not only from the hour of Adam's 
fall to the day of doom — ^we must picture to our 
minds not only the countless generations that have 
peopled, and, till that day, shall people our world, 
and every man in every generation a child of sor- 
row and of sin — ^we must not only call up to our 
minds every tear that has been shed, every groan 
that has been uttered, every pang that has rent the 
heart, every care that has furrowed the brow, every 
sin that has been committed, but we must carry 
our conceptions through an eternity of misery 
ere we can weigh or answer the summons of the 
Almighty to our mother, " What is this that thou 
hast done ?" 

And now, what a mysterious point have we 
reached ! A pointy where (and it is idle to conceal 
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it) difficulties, objections, and perplexities, crowd 
upon us. **By one man sin entered into the 
world/' How is this ? In what position did Adam 
stand in Eden ? It is important to us to bear this 
in mind ; too many forget it in reading the Mosaic 
account. Remember, Brethren, he was not placed 
there, he did not stand there, as an individual — a 
single person ; he stood there as the head and re^ 
presentative of all his countless posterity, of our 
whole race. It was not a man, not Adam only, 
but mankind, the race of Adam, that was placed in 
this trial or probation state. When he fell there- 
fore, man fell* — his race feU— by his disobedience 
" many were made sinners"—" through the oflFence 
of one many are dead'* — " the judgment was by 
one to condemnation" — " in Adam all died." I 
press this point because in the reading of the 
Scripture account it is all important to be borne in 

* "In ourselves (as of ourselves) we find nothing whereby 
we may be delivered from this miserable captivity, into the which 
we were cast, through the envy of the devil iy breaking of GocTf 
Commandment in our first parent Adam**'* — Homilies of the 
Church of England — SecoTid Part of tlie Sermon on the Misery 
ofManr) 

So St. Paul argues, in writing to the Hebrews, (ch. vii.) that 
the payment of tithes by Abraham the ancestor of Levi to Mel- 
chisedec, the type of Christ, was a homage done by the Levitical 
dispensation to Christ, the priest of the Gospel Covenant, of 
whom Melchisedec was a type — for Levi, the Apostle argues, 
was yet in the loins of his father'* (Abraham) " when Md- 
chisedec met him.** 
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mind that Adam did not stand in Paradise as a 
mere solitary, isolated, individual; the covenant 
was not made with him as a solitary, isolated, indi- 
vidual; but as the parent, the head, the repre- 
sentative of the human race. Our destiny was 
wrapped up in him. Adam was " the figure of km 
that was to come,'' i. e., of the second Adam, the 
covenant head and representative of his redeemed^ 
even Jesus. On this depends the whole force of 
the contrast drawn by St. Paul in the fifth chapter 
to the Romans — the contrast between the rum of 
the fall and the redemption of the gospel — There- 
fore AS by the ojg^enceof one the judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation ; even so by the righteous^ 
ness of one the free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of 
one shall many be made righteous." 

Is this startling — mysterious — incomprehen- 
sible ? I would remind you. Brethren, that no view 
has ever been taken, no view can ever be taken, of 
this subject, on this side eternity, which is void of 
difficulty, perplexity, and mystery. The whole 
subject is full of it. The grand mystery at the 
bottom of the whole matter is this — not that by 
one man sin entered into the world," but how came 
sin to enter into the world at aU — why was evil per- 
mitted at all ? That, Brethren, is the real mystery. 
Why did angels fall — why did man fall ? God did 

A A 
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not cause them to fall — that were blasphemously 
to make God the Author of Sin. And yet God 
must have permitted it, — as I have before observed 
to you from this place, the fall cotdd not have been 
forced upon God* — else there is a necessity, a 
power in the universe which God cannot resist — 
and that again is blasphemy. But is mystery to 
be made an obstacle to our religious belief ? Then 
farewell faith ! farewell the spirit of the little child ! 
welcome the pride of intellect — welcome the 
cavil of the sceptic — the philosophy of the ra- 
tionalist ! Brethren, is it not a marvel that man — 
yes, man — stumbles at mystery ? He cannot tell 
how it is that he has a soul — ^he has it — ^but he 
knows not how, nor what it is — and this being 
forsooth stumbles at mystery ! He cannot tell 
how he lifts his arm to his head — ^but the revelation 
of God forsooth is to be without mystery, or he 
will turn infidel ! He cannot fathom the growth 
of a grain of mustard seed — but a mysterious doc- 
trine, a mysterious Bible, a mysterious Deity, he 
will not away with ! 

Brethren, I know of no solution, I oiBfer no solu- 
tion to the third chapter of Genesis. I only know 
this, that it does account for the present paradoxical 
aspect of human nature, of human life, and of our 
world — know of no answer to the difficulty, the 

* See Sermon II. 
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mysteries of that chapter, hut this, " O the 
depths !" — that answer comes from the lips of 
faith alone. One remark however I would add heire. 
Endeavour always to connect with your meditations 
upon the fall and upon the doctrine, the mysterious 
doctrine of Original Sin, the doctrine of salvation 
by Christ. Do not dwell upon the former without 
the latter. God's foreknowledge is indeed an un- 
fathomable depth ; but when you are ready to en- 
tertain hard thoughts of Him, in connexion with 
the one of these doctrines, remember the eternal 
purpose of salvation which He purposed in Christ 
Jesus. Remember that the cross of Jesus should 
quell every hard thought. The doctrine of the fall 
is not proposed to us in God's Word apart from 
the salvation wrought in the Second Adam ; it will 
be our wisdom, our safety, to connect them toge- 
ther. The moment man receives his sentence as 
a transgressor^ he receives too a promise of mercy 
as one who has found grace in the eyes of his 
justly oflFended Maker and Judge. 

And now, my dear Hearers, what lesson does our 
subject leave uppermost in our heart ? — what, but 
the solemn declaration of Jesus : Except a man 
be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." Remember, the nature we inherit is, in 
itself, a nature that shuts out from heaven. In 
the dark hour of man's fall the cherubim took up 
their stand at Eden's portals — the unchanged 

A a2 
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sinner must find them there now — ^m that hour 
Jehovah's hand outdrew the flaming sword that 
barred return — it stUl bars all approach to the un- 
regenerate sinner. But what if the cherubims 
should slumber at their post ? What if the flaming 
sword should cease to wave ? Except a man be 
bom again, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." 
What if he could? What should an unchanged 
sinner do in heaven ? The first act of the sinner 
was to hide himself from God — in heaven they 

see his face. Yea, it is heaven, because they 
see God. The unrenewed sinner loves not prayer — 
the life of glory is a life of praise ! The imre- 
newed heart lives on sin — sin never entered hea- 
ven but once, and had not an offended God cast 
the sinning angels down to hell, they had them- 
selves sought out some hiding place, some refuge 
from the atmosphere of holiness and of heaven. 

Ye must be bom again" — yes, aZZ, " Ye must be 
bom again!" Has this mighty change already 
passed upon you? Judge not by mere fancy, by 
mere feeling. Are the tokens of a new life visible ; 
are you conscious of them in your tempers, 
thoughts, words, actions ? Remember, the power 
of that phrase " horn again.'' It is not a few 
serious impressions, not a tacit assent to the im- 
portance of religion, not outward strictness, not 
leaving off this or the other habit, not reforming 
this or that vice — it is a change no less striking. 
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no less real, no less wonderful, than when the in- 
fant enters into life. And you have seen that all 
need it — ^it is not the grosser sinner, the outcast 
from society, the violator of human laws alone 
that needs this change — one and all, ye must 
bom again !" Perhaps I speak to few who do not 
stand well in the eyes of their neighbours and fel- 
low men — speak to those who win our love by 
their gentle and amiable tempers and by what man 
calls their harmless lives — I speak to the aflfec- 
tionate wife, the kind husband, the devoted parent, 
the obedient child, the attached and sympathising 
friend — ^but I find no exception to our Lord's as- 
surance. Ye are bom of woman — how shall ye be 
clean? Judge not by your standing in the eye 
of men of your state before God and for eter- 
nity. The new birth alone fits for heaven — 
who but the Spirit of God shall breathe this 
life into your soul? And oh! dear Brethren, 
you are children of the first Adam'* — ^have you 
a part in the Second ? ^' By one man's disobedi- 
ence" you were "made sinners" — ^have you "by 
the obedience of one'' been ''made righteous?" 
By nature you are viewed of God as in Adam — ^ts 
God viewing you as one witli Christ by grace, 
cleansed by His blood-shedding, clothed in His 
righteousness, renewed by His Spirit ? 

Do you ask for tests of these things, for signs 
of this new birth ? You may find them in every 
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duty, every trial, every temptation, every privilege, 
that makes up your daily cup. Are old things 
passed away ?" Are you conscious that the things 
which once pleased, please no more? Do you 
find no subduing of temper — no proposing of the 
glory of God as your aim — of the will of God as 
your rule— of the example of Jesus as your pat- 
tern? Are your Sabbaths what they were? Is 
the Bible what it was ? Is prayer what it was ? 
The new birth is not a speculation, not a high 
point of doctrine, not a vision, it is a reality, it is 
a principle living and working each day, each hour, 
in the new bom soul. Blessed, thrice blessed they 
who are the subjects of this happy, this divine, 
this glorious change ! Brethren, a more than 
Eden is yours ! There shall be no more curse — 
no tempter — no fall — no sin — no sorrow — no 
death ! Not Pison, not Gihon, not Hiddekel, not 
Euphrates, shall water this your Paradise — ^rather 
a pure river of water of life proceeding out of 
the throne of God and of the lamb" — on this bank 
and on that shall bloom the tree of Ufe !" The 
Second Adam shall claim His own redeemed, and 
they, with Him, unsinning, unsorrowing, and im- 
dying, shall people our eternal Paradise. 
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JUSTIFICATION BY IB klTK— {^JUSTIFICATION.) 



Romans, iii. 28 — We conclude that a man is jus- 
tified by faith mthout the deeds of the law.*^ 

The great doctrine of the Atonement — the truth 
that Jesus the Son of God " was wounded for our 
transgressions/' and "bruised for our iniquities" — 
is the comer stone of the Gospel." I propose, 
this morning, to enter into the more particular 
consideration of the application of this great truth . 
to the sinner's case, in other words, to answer the 
momentous question, " How shall man be put before 
GodV* — to examine the doctrine of Justification by 
faith. Our limits will however allow only that we 
consider the half of our subject on the present oc- 
casion — Viz., Justification, reserving the con- 
sideration of Faith for another Sabbath. 

Let us arrange our meditations in the following 
order — 

I. In what does the sinner's justification 
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CONSIST — or, in other words, How is such a 

BEING AS MAN TO STAND JUSTIFIED BEFORE GoD ? 

IT. Let us ascertain whether the justifica- 
tion OFFERED IN CHRIST BE FULLY AND EXACTLY 
SUITED TO man's NEED. 

Now if ever the remark that " the true is not 
new, and the new is not true" be applicable to 
Christian doctrine, it is most fully and forcibly so 
to the one we are about to consider — the ground 
of a sinner's acceptance with God. I will not say 
then that I despair of offering you anything new — 
I do not wish to do so, for if when I turned to my 
Bible, to the Articles and Homilies of our Church, 
or to those holy and wise men whose writings I 
have deemed it my duty to constdt, I found my 
own views and statements at variance with them, 
I should feel, I trust, too much alarm to incur the 
momentous responsibility of propounding them to 
you. 

L Tlien what is necessary for the Sinner's 
Justification — in what does it consist ? What 
is Justification ? I need not remind you that it is a 
forensic or law term. What then does it signify, in this 
its proper meaning ? Let us first ascertain this. 
Now evidently it presupposes a change or accusa- 
tion made — and to justify the person against whom 
the charge or accusation has been brought, (I am 
speaking of human proceedings) what is it but to 
declare his innocence — to declare that the charge 
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or accusation ought never to have been brought ? 
It cannot be said to be the same with acqtdttal, be- 
cause a man may be acquitted before a human 
tribimal, although guilty, from some informality in 
the proceedings, some flavir in the indictment, 
some defect in the evidence ; in many cases even, 
both judge and jury may be morally certain of his 
guilt, but unable legally to find him guilty. So 
that, you see, acquittal does not necessarily ^ at a 
human tribimal, imply innocence. Whereas ^Wfi- 
jkation at a human tribimal, does — it is a declaration 
that the charge is groundless and false. 

Still less, at a human tribunal, is justification the 
same with pardon; the two are inconsistent. 
Justification, as we have seen, is the establishment 
of innocence — if it be called acquittal, it must be 
acquittal on the ground of innocence. Pardon^ on the 
contrary, I need not say^ presupposes that the 
change has been established, the accused found 
guilty, but that, for some reason, mercy has been 
shewn him, and the penalty of his guilt remitted. 
The man who is pardoned leaves prison indeed, 
and does not suffer punishment, but the stigma 
and reproach of guilt is still upon him — if he has 
not been hung or transported as a thief or mur- 
derer, yet his neighbours look upon him after his 
pardon, just as much as a thief or murderer, as if 
he had suffered. Not so the justified, he leaves the 
bar without a reproach or stain. 
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This I say is the sense of Justification at human 
tribunals, and thus is it different from acquittal in 
many cases, and inconsistent with pardon. How 
is it in divine things ? what is the Scripture mean- 
ing of Justification? when is the sinner justified 
before God? 

Now so far from pardon being inconsistent with 
justification in divine things, it is a main and 
essential part of justification, so much so indeed 
that many have made justification to consist in par- 
don or remission of sins ahne. With this last 
view, as I shall soon endeavour to shew you, I 
cannot coincide; but still, although justification 
involves more than pardon or " remission of sins" 
past, yet this pardon and remission are main and 
essential parts of it, and it cannot be denied are 
the parts most frequently, and most prominently 
set before us in the Word of God. 

With regard to the blotting out of sins past, and 
the removal of original and actual guilt, it cannot 
be necessary for me to shew you that this is abso- 
lutely necessary for a sinner's justification. The 
sinner cannot stand as just, innocent, and righteous 
before Grod, so long as guilt be upon him. And 
this guilt, being in our case fully and incontro- 
vertibly established, nothing but God's mercy can 
bring about a remission of the penalty. So that, 
observe, the sinner is not like the accused before a 
human tribunal, justified or declared innocent in 
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the sense that the charge ought not to have been 
brought — no, Brethren, the charge is here but too 
true, but too exact — ^but he is justified by the re- 
mission of that of which he is guilty. I repeat it — 
he stands as guilty, he stands condemned^ and 
therefore cannot be justified on the score of inno^ 
cence; but the condemnation must be removed, 
the guilt rolled off, the sin remitted — ^he must be 
justified as ungodly. So then pardon is necessarily 
involved in, is a main and essential part of, justifi- 
cation in divine things, and not, as in human, in- 
consistent with it.* 

But is pardon the whole account of a sinner's jus- 
tification ? Are pardon and justification the same, 
in divine things ? Is it sufficient that the sinner 
should appear before God with sin not imputed to 
him, with iniquities forgiven, with transgressions 
covered ? Is it enough that God view him as a 
non-transgressor ? Or is it not clear from the very 
nature of the divine law and commandments that 
we must stand before God not only as not having 
broken, but as having fulfilled? Let us not be 
misled by our familiarity with human laws. 
Human laws are necessarily prohibitory — they 

* I fear that the reader of the Rev. Thomas Scott's Essays 
on the Most Important Subjects in Religion" will think that I 
should rather have quoted his words at once than have ex- 
pressed myself in terms so similar. But in endeavouring to 
draw accurate distinctions, seeming plagiarism has been un- 
avoidable. (See Essay XI — on Justification.) 
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necessarily are engaged in repressing crime rather 
than in rewarding obedience and virtue. " Under 
such codes," (says an eminent Divine, to whom I 
am bound to acknowledge my great obligations 
on this point) abstaining from prohibited acts 
constitutes innocence/'* In other words. Bre- 
thren, the man who does not break human laws is 
looked upon as fulfilling them. If I do not render 
myself obnoxious to the laws of my country by 
violating and transgressing what they enjoin, I am 
innocent in the eye of those laws. Is it so in divine 
things ? Is it sufficient not to do this or that which 
is forbidden, to abstain from the violation of this 
or that injunction ? or is there not rather a positive 
view to be taken ? Surely this must be the case — 
if we are to stand as just, righteous, and innocent, 
before God, we must appear as those who have 
fully kept, fully obeyed— in a word, fulfilled the law. 
So then pardon, though so main and essential a 
point of the sinner's justification before God, is not 
the whole account of justification. This will enable 
him to stand as not having broken the law, because 
his breaches of the law have been atoned for, his 
guilt washed away, because his trespasses are no 
more imputed, but it, i. e. pardon alone, will not 
present him before God as possessed of that full, 
sinless, imdeviating obedience which has fulfilled 
the law. 

* O'Brien s Sermons — Sermon III. page 69, 
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In these then, if man be to be justified, must his 
justification* as a sinner, consist — in being pre- 
sented before Grod mtliout guilt and as righteous. I 
need hardly remind you that if the condition of 
man be such as we saw it to be a short time back,t 
justification, either in part or altogether, is not in 
his power, he is unable to cancel past transgression, 
or to render the required obedience for the future 
(though that obedience, even if rendered, could 
be of no efficacy to atone for the past.) Nor need 
I remind you that the sufferings and work, the 
obedience and death of Him " who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven," form 
man's only groimd of dependence and hope — that 
there is salvation in none other. 

Let us now pass on in the Ilnd place to ascertain 

WHETHER THE JUSTIFICATION OFFERED IN ChRIST 
BE FULLY AND EXACTLY SUITED TO MAN*S NEED. 

With regard to that pardon and remission of 
sins which, as we have seen, form so main and es- 
sential a part of justification, and which, as I have 
already told you, are taken by some to form the 
whole account of justification, it will immediately 
occur to you that there can be little difficulty in 
proving that this is Offered fully in Christ. And I 
am free to admit that it is to His bloodshedding, to 

* For the distinctioD between Sanctification and Justifica- 
tion, and for their inseparable connexion, see Sermons xviii, xix. 
f Sermon xvi. 
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His cross, His sufferings, His death, that the Sa- 
cred Writers refer most frequently and strikingly 
when speaking of, or dwelling upon, our reconcilia- 
tion with God and of our justification. And what 
do the Scriptures declare with reference to the par- 
don thus procured, and the efficacy of the hlood 
thus shed ? I open them almost at random. Be 
baptized every one of you," says St. Peter, " in the 
name of Jesus Christ /or the remission of sins.^' 
"Be it known unto you that through this man is 
preached unto you the forgiveness ofsins.^' — " Whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past.'* — " In whom we 
have redemption through His bloody even the forgive^ 
ness of sins.'' — Unto Him that loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, to Him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever.'' But why 
should I multiply quotations? Such passages 
abound. So then, Brethren, this main and essen- 
tial point is provided for, exactly and fully pro- 
vided for, in the justification brought in and 
proffered to you by the Gospel Saviour. 

But if I have been correct in my former state- 
ment that pardon is not all that is required for a 
sinner's justification, but that he must appear be- 
fore God as having thoroughly fulfilled the claim of 
the law, and yielded perfect obedience, we anxiously 
inquire whether Jesus has provided for this also on 
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our behalf-— since none will deny — at least, none 
with whom I have at present to do— that this is as 
much out of the sinner's power as the making of 
an atonement for his sins ; none will deny that 
even the Christian believer who has attained to the 
highest degrees of sanctification, is yet very, very 
far short of full and perfect obedience, even after 
his turning to God, and Union to Christ. 

The question then is plainly this — Is there a 
righteousness imputed to the believer in which he may 
appear before God ? Has Christ not only shed His 
blood for the remission of our sins, but yielded full 
and perfect obedience to the law of God on our be- 
half, so that by virtue of that close and intimate, 
though mystical, union with Him into which faith 
brings us, we, as believers in Him, appear before God 
as if we had actually fulfilled every jot and tittle of 
His perfect law. Is there in fact this exchange be- 
tween the believer and his Saviour — the believer's 
sins being on His head. His pardon and righteous- 
ness made the believer's ? I need not inform 
some who now hear me that this is denied by many 
and eminent Divines — they cannot, they say, find 
any such statement, as that the righteousness of 
Christ is imputed to us, in Scripture. That Christ 
did indeed fiilly and perfectly obey the law, that 
He was thoroughly righteous, they do not, of 
course, for a moment question — but then they 
think this no more than was necessary to 
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render His atonement valid and perfect before 
Grod ; since had He not died, the Just for the 
unjust," His sacrifice could not have been accepted 
and efficacioi|s — ^He would have had sins of His 
own to atone for. Now before I attempt to prove 
to you from Scripture that not only the forgiveness 
of sin, both original and actual, is procured to us 
by Christ's blood-shedding, but that also His 
righteous obedience is imputed to the believer who 
through faith is viewed by God as being in Christ, 
as one with Christ, I would guard against two mis- 
conceptions. And in guarding against one of these, 
I cannot do better than again adopt the language 
of the Divine already quoted : When/' he says, 
** we describe man's justification as including not 
only an acquittal from the charge of having violated 
the divine law, but acceptance also as having ful- 
filled it ; we are not to be imderstood to intimate 
that, with respect to that law, these are distinct 
acts, one of which is performed in any case without 
the other : but, on the contrary, to maintain, that 
however distinct they" (i. e. acquittal from viola- 
tion and acceptance for fulfilment) are in concep- 
tion, and however constantly they are actually 
separated in the case of other laws, the nature of 
the divine law requires their union : that it pro- 
vides for no distinct courses by one of which a man 
may escape its punishments, and by another earn 
its rewards ; and recognizes no intermediate state 
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between the guilt of violating, and the merit of 
obeying it : that a failure in active obedience to 
any of its commands is sin, no less than positive 
disobedience of any of its prohibitions ; and that, 
therefore, innocence of necessity includes a per- 
formance of all that it enjoins, no less than an 
avoidance of all that it forbids. So that," he adds, 
" when we are charged with making distinctions 
which the Bible nowhere makes, we are actually 
engaged in an endeavour to prevent such distinc- 
tions from being made : by showing that for such 
distinctions there is really no place in the Bible. 
We are guarding against or combating errors that 
spring naturally from our familiarity with pro- 
hibitory codes, under which, abstaining from pro- 
hibited acts constitutes innocence, and immunity 
from punishment is the proper result of innocence. 
And having shewn that justification is a declaration 
of innocence with respect to some law, we are 
merely explaining what innocence must include, 
and what it must secure, in a law which must be 
allowed to be prohibitory and mandatory, and 
which does not denounce punishments only, but 
also promises rewards . " * 

Although then. Brethren, we would teach that a 
sinner's justification involves, of necessity, accept- 
ance as righteous no less than remission of actual 

* O'Brien's Sermons — Sermon iii., page 68-9. 
B B 
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sins, we do not teach, you see, that these two, 
however distinct in idea, are ever actually separated. 
The man to whom sin is not imputed, hath righte- 
ousness imputed to him, and he to whom righte- 
ousness is imputed, of necessity, hath his sins for- 
given — ^he would not be justified unless he had 
both. 

And it is also necessary, as the same Writer 
observes, **in declaring sinners to be justified by 
imputed righteousness no less than by vicarious 
sufferings," to caution you against supposing that 
we design any ** formal division of the Redeemer's 
reconciling work into sufferings and obedience, one 
kind of efficacy being strictly ascribed to the one 
part, and another kind to the other." We make 

no such artificial divisions." *^ As," he says, 
''we did not mean in setting forth the extent of 
justification, that God pardons believers first, and 
accepts them afterwards, or declares them free 
from guilt, and possessed of righteousness by sepa- 
rate judicial acts ; so, in stating the grounds of it, 
we do not mean to sever the blessed Redeemer's 
sufferings and his obedience, but to represent both 
as united in one Mediatorial work."* 

The other misconception against which I would 
(and that most anxiously) guard you, in my en- 
deavour to estabhsh the doctrine of imputed righte- 

* O'Brien, Sermon iii., page 77-8. 



Digitized by Google 



JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 371 



ousness, is that we hereby mean to weaken the be* 
liever's obligation to keep the moral law, as if 
Christ having perfectly kept and fulfilled it for 
him, he was henceforward free from it. This, the 
error, the baleful and pernicious error of what we 
term too high doctrine/^ is rank Antinomianism, 
one of Satan's most subtle, but most monstrous, 
perversions of the truth. Oh ! that men should 
draw a licence and warrant to sin from the cross of 
Jesus ! Oh ! blasphemous thought, that a man is 
incorporated into, become a member of, the body 
of the Holy Jei^us, so as that he himself may be 
unholy ! Oh ! that a man should sin because grace 
has abounded ! 

I must remind you too that imputed righteousness 
is not imputed sanctijication ; that when we speak of 
the believer's appearing as righteous by the impu- 
tation of Christ's righteousness — i. e. Christ's full 
and perfect obedience to the law on our behalf — we 
do not mean that His personal holiness is so im- 
puted to us as that we are freed from obligation to 
holiness, or the less in need of constant and 
thorough personal sanctification. 

Let me, having thus guarded against this con- 
ception, proceed to ascertain how far the doctrine 
of imputed righteousness is contained in the Word 
of God. 

In the IVth chapter to the Romans (6, 7, 8), we 
read, Even as David also describeth the blessed- 

bb2 
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ness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteous- 
ness without works, saying, Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 
covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
^ mil not impute sin.'' Do not these words imply that 
to whomsoever the Lord doth not impute sin — ^he 
whose iniquities are forgiven and covered — the 
same has righteousness, and righteousness too 
" without works," i. e. righteousness by faith, im- 
puted to him ? The Apostle goes on to take the 
case of Abraham — ^he declares that faith was 
reckoned" to him " for righteousness," and that he 
is the Father of all them that believe," ''that 
righteousness might be imputed to them also." — 
What righteousness? — the righteousness of faith — 
and what is the righteousness of faith ? not the 
merit or virtue of faith in itself — (else faith is a 
work) — ^but the righteousness which faith lays hold 
of and appropriates — i. e. the righteousness of 
Christ" — a righteousness consisting partly in the 
non-imputation of sin — as in the case of that blessed 
man whom David, as quoted by Paul, describes; — 
but then, as we have seen, the man whose sins are 
forgiven is also spoken of as having righteousness im- 
puted to Mm. 

The next passage (Romans, v. 19) is this : As 
by one man's disobedience many were made sin- 
ners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous," The opponents however of the doc- 
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trine in question interpret this obedience here 
spoken of as the obedience unto dectth, grounding 
their interpretation on Phihppians, ii. 8: ''He 
humbled Himself , and became obedient unto death*' — 
and Hebrews, v. 8 : " Though He were a Son, yet 
learned He obedience by the things which He suffered.*' 
It is only fair to put before you these texts, in 
which certainly our Lord's sufferings and death, 
and not His fulfilling of the law, are brought for- 
ward as the most striking points and proofs of His 
obedience. Although then, as the text is a dis- 
puted one, we are not justified in laying much 
stress on it in argument, I must say that I do not 
think this interpretation falls in nearly so well with 
the scope of the Apostle's argument in Romans v., 
where he is so evidently running a parallel between 
the First and Second Adam. 

The other text to which I would refer you is 
2 Corinthians, v. 21 : *' For He hath made Him 
to be sin for us who knew no sin ; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him.'^ How com- 
plete a contrast is here presented ! Christ, though 
sinless, made sin, viewed as if guilty, on our be- 
half — the iniquities of us all, the accumulated guilt 
of a world laid upon Him — we, on the other hand, 
though by nature vile and sinful, and though, at 
best, frail and imperfect, made the righteous- 
ness of God," accepted before God as righteous 
in Him. 
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The next text to which I would refer is Philip- 
pians, iii. 9 — ^and although I am quite willing to 
grant that the Apostle in the context speaks of the 
sufferings and death of Christ, and not of his 
obedience to the law, yet the passage seems to me 
important, and indeed decisive, for this reason — 
that the Apostle distinctly takes for granted that he 
must appear before God as righteous — ^not only I 
mean SLsforgiven^ but as actually righteous — ^he says. 

Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss 
for the exceflencyof the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord : for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ and be found in Him, not having mine own 
righteousness"'— yon see he must have a righteous- 
ness — but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith." 

Now, Brethren, I am not arguing for a word, if 
a man dislike the phrase imputed righteous- 
ness nor (let me remind you) am I arguing for 

two distinct judicial acts" on God's part in our 
justification; nor am I, as the Author so freely 
quoted has expressed it, designing any '^formal 
division of the Saviour's work into sufferings and 
obedience," — for Scripture recognises no such di- 
vision — nor, I repeat it, do I for one moment deny 
that the sufferings and death, rather than the 
obedience of Christ and His fulfilment of the law 
are the points generally and most forcibly dwelt on 
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in Scripture — ^but I do desire to maintain that im- 
puted righteousness is a part of justification, and 
that this is found in Him who is The Lord our 
Righteousness." I care not about the term impu- 
tation" so much (though I am perhaps scarcely war- 
ranted in saying so, because, as I have shewn you, it 
is a Scriptural phrase.) Icannot but think that,inde- 
pendent of texts to prove this precise point, the very 
nature of the case — the very nature of divine law 
(however much the analogy of human law may and 
does fail us) the very nature of divine law is such, I 
say, as that the removal of aU condemnation through 
that law, in other words a declaration of our inno- 
cence, in other words, Justification by that law, must 
involve of necessity acceptance as having fulfilled it, 
no less than forgiveness of past and actual trans- 
gressions. I cannot find any ground for this ac- 
ceptance any more than any source of their remis- 
sion in myself — cannot find it even in the holiest 
saints of God, for earthly holiness is at best but 
imperfect, while the law is perfect and undeviating, 
and therefore I look for all in Christ. I be- 
lieve that the true Christian is viewed by God as 
in Christ, as one by a lively faith with Christ — and 
therefore what Christ has done and what Christ 
has suffered — all of it is by faith the believer's — 
Christ's atonement is by faith the believer's, be- 
cause He died /or, in the stead of us — ^but Christ also 
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obeyed the law, fulfilled all righteousness, there- 
fore the believer who is one with Him by faith is 
viewed, in Him^ as having obeyed, as well as not 
broken the law of God.* And this is Justification — 
as our Church expresses it, the being accounted 
righteous before God."t 

I am fearful, my dear Hearers, of wearying you 
with quotations, and of being myself tedious, but 
bear with me while I refer you as briefly as possible 
to one or two human authorities, which will shew 
you that I have been enforcing no new or strained 
interpretation of the Scriptures. I turn first after 
my Bible, as in duty bound, to the Homilies of our 
Church. He," says one of her Homilies,J 
i.e. God, ''provided a ransom for us, that was, 
the most precious body and blood of His own dear 
and best beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who, besides 
this ransom, fulfilled the law for us perfectly.'^ Again — 
and I pray you mark this passage — the Homily, 
after quotations from St. Paul, goes on to enumerate 

* " Christ is now the end of the law for righteousness. He 
answereth the end of the law for His people by obeying and 
suffering for them. And every one of them can now plead by 
faith a perfect fulfilling of all the precepts, a perfect suffering of 
all the penalties in the person of their Divine Surety." ♦ ♦ * 
" Thy Surety undertook to act and suffer for thee" — Romaine*s 
fValk of Faith. 

f Article xi. 

X The First part of the Sermon of Salvation. 
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three things which must go together in our justi- 
fication : upon God's part, His great mercy and 
grace ; upon Christ's part, justice, that is, the 
satisfaction of God's justice, or the price of our 
redemption, by the offering of His body, and 
shedding of His blood, with fulfilling of the law per- 
fectly and thoroughly ; and upon our part, true and 
lively faith in the merits of Jesus Christ, which yet 
is not ours, but by God's working in us ; so that 
in our justification is not only God's mercy and 
grace, but also His justice, which the Apostle 
calleth the justice of God, and it consisteth in 
paying our ransom, and fulfilling of the law.^' And 
lest any doubt should remain as to the sense in 
which we are to interpret the words " fulfilling of 
the law," the Homily concludes : ''So that Christ 
is now the righteousness of all them that truly do 
believe in Him. He for them paid their ransom by 
His death. He for them fulfilled the law in His life. 
So that, now in Him^ and hy Him, every true Chris- 
tian man may he called a fulfiller of the law ; for- 
asmuch as that which their infirmity lacketh, 
Chris fs justice hath supplied.** I think then I am 
at least preaching the doctrine of the Church of 
England. 

What says Luther ? It is not without cause, 
therefore, that we do so often repeat and beat into 
your minds the forgiveness of sins, and imputation of 
righteousness for Christ* s sake.** Again : To him 
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that beUeveth, sin is pardoned, and righteousness im- 
puted.''* 

Hear Hooker — after quoting the very passage 
from the epistle to the Philippians, which I have 
ahready brought forward, he says : " Christ hath 
merited righteousness for as many as are found in 
Him." What righteousness ? Does Hooker mean 
only the forgiveness of sin? Hear him — speaking 
of the true believer, he says that God accepteth 
him in Jesus Christ as perfectly righteous, as if he 
had fulfilled all that is commanded him in the law : 
shall I say more perfectly righteous," he adds, 

than if himself had fulfilled the whole law ? I 
must take heed what I say : but the Apostle saith, 
Grod made Him which knew no sin to be sin for us ; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him." Such we are in the sight of God the 
Father, as is the very Son of God Himself. Let 
it," he concludes, be counted folly, or phrensy, 
or fiiry, or whatsoever, it is our comfort, and our 
wisdom ; we care for no knowledge in the world 
but this, that man hath sinned, and God hath 
suflfered ; that God hath made Himself the sin of 
man, and that men are made the righteousness of 
God."t I appeal to you, dear Brethren, have I 

* Luther's Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians, 
chap. ii. 16. (Middle ton's translation.) 

f Hooker's Works, (Keble's edition,) Sermon ii., Vol. iii., 
page 610. 
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used language so strong as this in favour of the 
doctrine for which I contend ? 

But I must draw this discourse to a close. Re- 
member what we have gained. Justification is not 
the makifig a sinner righteous (else you will confound 
it with Sanctification, of which I hope hereafter to 
speak) — it is the counting ^ the esteeming as righteous; 
but this, when we have to do with divine law,, a 
law requiring positive as well as negative obedience, 
must comprise pardon and acceptance, i. e. remis- 
sion of guilt, and acceptance as obedient and as 
having fcdfilled the law. These two indeed are 
never conferred separately, any more than justifica- 
tion is ever practically separated from sanctification, 
yet they are distinct things. And this justification^ 
a justification present and not future, not reserved 
for the final day of judgment, is gained fully, 
exactly, completely in Christ as our Atonement 
and Law FulfiUer. That it is present the Scriptures 
fiilly testify : ''Being justified/^ says Paul, we 
have peace." **Ye are justijiedy^^ ^g^n, to the 
Corinthians. '*ByHim," says he, "all that be- 
lieve are justified.'' 

My Christian Brethren, ye that are pardoned, ye 
that are clothed in the " white raiment" of Jesus' 
righteousness, ye that are justified, ye that are 
sanctified — these things must encourage and arouse 
you. Realize your privileges — Ye are complete 
in Him" — ^faith has united you in closest union 



Digitized by Google 



380 



JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 



with your Lord — God views you even noWy He will 
view you in eternity, as in Him, not as having 
your own tattered robe of righteousness, not as 
stained with your own corruptions, but as "ac- 
cepted in the Beloved." Ye are complete*' in Him. 

But work out your own salvation" — if ye love 
Him keep His commandments — be ye holy, as He 
is holy — an unholy member of that holy body can- 
not be — they that are justified, they that shall be 
glorified, are sanctified. Ye must " maintain good 
works," ye must *'go on unto perfection" — ye 
must thrust from you as the most monstrous per- 
version of Satan the very idea, that the believer is 
so justified, so made righteous in Jesus, as that the 
fruits of the Spirit are not to be shewn daily, 
hourly, in all practical virtue and godliness. The 
unsanctified are quite as much excluded from hea- 
ven as the unjustified, if even for a moment I may 
separate what are never found asunder. Your 
sanctification does not save you — does not earn for 
you your salvation, but it makes you meet'' for 
its enjoyment, for the inheritance of the saints in 
light" 

And oh ! dear Brethren, one and all, no building, 
however fair to look upon, will stand in the day of 
vengeance but that which is built upon this rock. 
If there be one here whose foundation is other than 
that which God has laid — :one who though not re- 
jecting this salvation, is building a portion of his 
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hopes upon the rock and another on the sand — 
one who is dividing the work of his salvation with 
Jesus — one who claims to insert in his title to 
heaven, a single good work, be it what it may, a 
single prayer, a single alms, yea, a whole life of 
prayer and alms and works — tell him there is no 
salvation for him in Jesus on such terms. Jesus 
divides not the work — ^He saves folly or saves not 
at all. You may deck yourself out with this patch- 
work hope, this new cloth upon an old garment^ 
till you come to die — ^yea ! (alas ! that it should be 
so !) ye may buoy yourselves up with these miser- 
able hopes even upon a bed of death — ^but — mark 
it — charge you, hear it, for it is the truth of the 
Eternal God, who shall be your Judge, and into 
whose presence death shall usher you — your home 
will fall — that fall, that eternal fall — how great ! 
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Romans, iii. 28 — " We conclude that a man is justi- 
fied by faith without the deeds of the law.^* 

James, ii. 24 — " Ye see then how that by works a 
man is justified, and not by faith only.** 

I ADDRBSSBD you last Lord's day, my Brethren, 
from the former of these texts. But we confined 
our attention on that occasion to the term Justifi- 
tion, enquiring in what the Justification of a sinner 
must needs consist , and how far the Justification pro^ 
vided in Christ Jesus, the Gospel Saviour, meets 
man*s need. To day, we pass on to the point then 
reserved, viz. : that by which the sinner is justi- 
fied — ^Faith. 

Let me however first recapitulate, as concisely 
as possible, the main points on which I, on that oc- 
casion, dwelt. We shall thus, if the good Spirit of 
our God be with us (as I most earnestly pray Thee, 
O Thou Blessed Sanctifier and Teacher) be enabled 
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the better to pursue our important subject this 
morning. 

Looking then at the nature of the divine law, 
a law requiring for its fulfilment positive, no less 
than negative^ obedience, we concluded that the re- 
mission of original and actual guilt, although so 
main a part of Justification, could not constitute 
the whole account of Justification — ^inasmuch as by 
the removal of past sins the sinner would indeed 
be presented before God as not having broken His 
law, but not also (through this remission) as having 
fulfilled that law. We concluded therefore that an 
imputed righteousness no less than an Atonement 
for guilt must be needful for the sinner who would 
appear as just before God." 

This imputed righteousness no less than this 
Atonement we found amply provided in Christ, 
the Gospel Saviour, since He fulfilled the law for 
us by the obedience of His all righteous life, no 
less than endured its penalty for us and in our 
stead by His death. At the same time, while con- 
tending that this imputed righteousness formed, as 
well as, remission, a part in the sinner's justifica- 
tion, we guarded against the separation of this par- 
don and this imputation, however distinct they be 
in conception, since they form together, (the one 
never taking place without the other,) one judicial 
act on God's part towards the sinner. As also 
when we came to examine into the fulness of the 
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Justification in Christ Jesus^ we guarded against 
any formal and unscriptural division of His work 
into parts ; looking at it as one entire work on our 
behalf and for our salvation. 

I may just add, to complete our recapitulation, 
that we found Justification to be not the making 
of the sinner righteous, but the counting him 
righteous — that it is a present blessing, and not one 
reserved for the day of judgment — ^and let me add, 
distinguished, as in other points, from Sanctifica- 
tion, so in this, that whereas Sanctification is 
gradual and progressive. Justification, wherever it 
takes place, is full and complete. The sinner is in 
a new state — ^his position in law before God is 
altered — ^He is looked upon as in Christ his Atone- 
ment, his law fulfiller — and therefore as pardoned, 
obedient, and righteous. 

Thus much then we may consider ourselves to 
have arrived at. Thus much, I trust, I may con- 
sider established from Scripture, from the Homilies 
of our church, and from the writings of men 

whose praise is in all the churches.** 

We pass on, without further recapitulation or 
comment, to consider that by which the sinner is de- 
clared to be Justified ? We conclude that a man 
is justified by faith, without the deeds of the 
law." 

I. Then, what is the nature of justifying 
Faith? 
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11. How DOES Faith Justify? 

First then, we enquire what is Faith — the 
Paith OF the Bible — the Faith that justified? 

Justifying faith then, in the first place, is not 
mere beliefs not the mere mental assenting to afojct or 
statement as true. There is not a devil in hell who 
does not, who is not constrained to assent to the 
fact that there is a God — ^and yet the devils have 
not faith in God— none would call the belief thus 
forced upon them ^^faith.^^ Faith then is not a 
mere assent to the truth of Christianity— a mere 
belief of the mind in the validity of its evidence, 
nor even a mere assent to every statement and 
revelation contained in its records as true — ^faith is 
not mere professed orthodoxy of creed upon each 
and every article of the Christian system.* 

* And this faith is a persuasion and belief in man's heart, 
whereby he knoweth that there is a God, and agreeth unto all 
truth of God's most holy Word contained in Holy Scripture. 
So that it consisteth only in believing in the Word of God, that 
it is true. And this is not properly called faith. But as he that 
readeth Caesar's Commentaries, believing the same to be true, 
hath thereby a knowledge of Caesar's life and notable acts, because 
he believeth the history of Caesar: yet it is not properly said, that 
he believeth in Caesar, of whom he looketh for no help nor benefit : 
even so, he that believeth that all that is spoken of God in the 
Bible is true, and yet liveth so ungodlily^ that he cannot look to 
enjoy the promises and benefits of God ; although it may be said, 
that such a man hath a faith and belief to the words of God ; 
yet it is not properly said that he believeth in God, or hath 
such a faith and trust in God, whereby he may surely look for 

C C 
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But again. Care, great care, must be taken 
that we confound not faith with those good works, 
those moral effects, that obedience, which, as I 
trust you will soon have reason to see, are its 
necessary and sure fruits and results. However 
sure, and necessary, and invariable, the connexion 
between faith and these its holy effects (and I be- 
lieve this connexion to be most sure, necessary, 
and invariable), yet the tree is not to be confounded 
with, or mistaken for, the fruit — and so when we 
are endeavouring to ascertain exactly and precisely 
the meaning of faith, its essential nature, i. e. 
what it isy and not wMt it produces, or what are its 
effects, we must be careful lest we confound the 
two. I would have you keep faith and obedience 
thus distinct in your conceptions. Brethren — God 
forbid we should separate them in our lives ! But 
take a Scriptural example — What shall I do to 
be saved ?" was the anxious question of the con- 
science-stricken gaoler — the Apostle's reply you 
will remember: ''Believe on" (that is, have /atYA 
in) **the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved" — that the gaoler did then believe, that he 
then had faith in the Lord Jesus, is clear — ^for he 
was straightway baptized — and that this his faith 

grace, mercy, and everlasting life at God's hand, but rather for 
indignation and punishment, according to the merits of his 
wicked life." — Homilies — First Part of tJie Sermon of Faith, 
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immediately wrought by love and produced fruit is 
no less clear, for he took the very men whom but 
a few hours back he had thrust into the inner 
prison," and made **fast in the stocks/' and 

washed their stripes." But what justified him ? 
Had works, had obedience, anything to do, I will 
not say, with the faith that justified him (for they 
were indeed the fruits, and immediate results of it), 
but had they anything to do with his Justificatian ? 
Clearly not. The very moment that the Apostle's 
answer was brought home by the quickening power 
of the Spirit to his soul, the very moment in which, 
according to that answer, he did believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, he was justified, pardoned and 
accepted before God. And true it is that, as in his 
case, so in the case of every sinner, this faith will 
immediately develop itself, and evidence its reality 
and genuineness by holy obedience, by good works, 
by practical morality — ^but it is the faith and not the 
obedience springing from the faith, that justifies. 

Faith then is not mere belief or mental assent, 
nor is it in any way to be confounded with that 
obedience and work which are its legitimate, con- 
stant, and necessary effects. What then is it ? I 
cannot better define it to you, than in the 
words of our own Homily. The Articles had 
taught us that "We are accounted righteous 
before Grod, only for the merit of our Lord and 

cc 2 
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Saviour Jesus Christ, by Faith, and not for our 
own works or deservings" — ^here is the ground of 
the sinner's justification, here is that which faith 
lays hold of — and what this justifying faith in 
Christ is, the Homily declares at length : — it is 
not only the common belief of the articles of our 
faith, but it is also a true trust and confidence of the 
mercy of God through our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
a stedfast hope of all good things to be received at 
God's hand." 

And this is the true notion of justifying faith 
in Christ — it is the taking home to our own 
heart, the trusting in, the relpng on, the testi- 
mony of God concerning his Son — not the mere 
belief of that testimony's truth — it is not the mere 
assenting to the truth "that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners," but the taking 
this truth home to our heart as the rock of our own 
salvation, it is the placing all our reliance upon 
Jesus, the trusting Jesus as our own Saviour. 

Was faith mere assent, merfe mental belief in the 
Centurion ? — or was it obedience and good works ? 
No — it was trust : " Speak the word only, and my 
servant shall be healed." Was it mere belief, or 
was it obedience in the poor leper? No, it was 
trust: Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean." What but trusty implicit, unhesitating 
trust, drew from the hem of Jesus' garment virtue 
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to statich a twelve years' bloody issue ? What the 

great faith" that drew from Jesus, Be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt?" — what but the poor 
Syrophoenician's trust ? 

Such, Brethren, is Faith, justifying faith, in its 
nature. Our next and Ilnd! enquiry is : 

How DOES Faith justify? 

How is it that faith is imputed to a man for 
righteousness ? We must* be careful here lest we 
make faith meritorious, or the price of our justifi- 
cation^ and thus confound it with work. Ldsten 
here once again to the Church of England: — 
"The true understanding of this doctrine, we 
be' justified freely by faith without works, or 
that we be justified by faith in Christ only, is 
no*, that this our own a^t to believe in Christy or 
this our faith in Christ , which is within ns^ doth 
justify uSy and deserve our justification unto .us, (for 
that were to count ourselves to be justified by some 
act or virtue that is within ourselves ;) but the true 
understanding and meaning thereof is, that although 
we hear God's Word, and believe it; although we 
have faith, hope, charity, repentance, dread, and 
fear of God within us, and do never so many good 
works thereunto ; yet we must renounce the, merit of 
all our said virtues, of faith, hope, charity, and all 
our other virtues and good deeds, which we either 
have done, shall do, or can do, as things that be 
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far too weak and insufficient^ and imperfect, to de- 
serve remission of our sins, and our justification ; 
and therefore we must trust only in God's mercy, 
and that sacrifice which our High Priest and Saviour 
Christ Jesus, the Son of God, once offered for us 
upon the cross, to obtain thereby God's grace and 
remission.''* I am the more inclined to dwell upon 
and press Uns point, both because it is as much 
self-righteousness and legality to rest on our faith 
as the meritorious cause of our Justification, as to 
rest upon our works, and because I am afraid very 
many do thus (unwittingly) make their faith itself 
the object of their dependence, rather than Him in 
whom this faith is to be fixed. And it is a point 
on which, dear Brethren, I would have you examine 
yourselves most nicely and jealously. Do not 
make faith your Saviour ; do not trust in your trust, 
i. e., in your trust itself, but in Him on whom 
you trust, in whom you believe. " Our doctrine," 
says Hooker, is that God doth justify the be- 
lieving man, yet not for the worthiness of Ms belief, 
but for His worthiness which is believed "f You may 
just as well trust to be saved by your almsgiving, 
your prayers, or any one of your duties and ser- 
vices, or by their combined meritoriousness, as by 

* Homilies — Second Part of the Sermon of Salvation* 
f Hooker s Works, Sermon II. Vol. Ill— page 670. 
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your faith, if you make faith the meritorious cause 
of your Justification and salvation. Faith justifies, 
and faith saves, because faith brings to Christ, 
unites to Christ, reposes every need, every fear, 
every hope, every want, in Christ — ^because it is 
trust in Christ, grounded upon utter self -distrust ^ 
utter renunciation of all self-confidence. But if 
faith saved or justified from its own meritorious- 
ness, or formed a ground of dependence in itself, 
then faith would be to us instead of Christ, instead 
of that very Saviour to whom it points. But faith 
does not teach us to look to itself, any more than 
to any other excellency or virtue in ourselves — it 
points off to Christ — rather it brings us with every 
burden and fear to the foot of His cross, and keeps 
us there — our every hope and comfort is hencefor- 
ward there. I may borrow on this point the illustra- 
tions of the Writer so often quoted. What should 
we say to the drowning man who when rescued 
from death should claim the merit of his own pre- 
servation, because he clung to the outstretched hand 
of his preserver ? Should you and I, Brethren, 
if recovered from a dangerous disease^ claim to 
ourselves the credit of our recovery, because for- 
sooth we took the prescribed remedies and sub- 
mitted to the regimen laid down by our physician?* 

* O'Brien's Sermons, Sermon IV — page 107. 
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Certainly we should not have recovered, had we 
obstinately refused to do so, but is the merit of 
our recovery therefore ours ? And shall we claim; 
merit then for our faith in Christ ? What is faith, 
true faith, but trust in Him, and, as I have already 
said, self-renunciation ? How then shall we, by a 
monstrous perverseness, trust in ourselves, on the 
score of that very act whose essence was self- 
renunciation and trust in some one or something 
out of ourselves ? Dear Brethren, look well to this 
matter — it is a subtle depth amid Satan's subtle 
devices. Faith does not stand gazing in the mirror, 
of self-righteousness upon her own features with 
self-gratulation and complacency, but looks straight 
onward with full, unwavering, undivided, glance 
to the cross of Jesus. 

So then faith does not in this sense justify — 
i. e., as being meritorious in itself — (for *'it is 
the gift of God,'' and pointeth to another rock for 
the soul, even Christ) — but as uniting to Christ, 
as being the hand," to use the language of 
Hooker, which putteth on Christ unto justifica- 
tion/' It is the work of the Spirit of God, and 
of Him alone, in the soul, shewing, a sinner first 
that he is a sinner — his lost condition in. himself 
as such ; cutting away every other hope and confi- 
dence from beneath his feet, and leading him not 
only to a belief of the truth of that revelation 
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which makes known to him a Saviour, not only to 
an assent to the statements of that revelation/ 
but shewing him in that Saviour exactly the 
Saviour he needs — a Saviour full, complete, and 
all-suiiicient ; and leading him to lay hold of this 
Saviour, thus full, thus complete, thus all-suiii- 
cient /or himself as his atoning surety and as his 
Righteousness. Thus does faith justify — ^because 
faith is trust in Christ, and in Christ is pardon and 
righteousness, even full Justification.* 

But it may be said, this seems to be the doctrine 
of St. Paul in the first of those passages which are 
our texts this morning, We conclude that a man 
is justified by /aitA without the deeds of the law" — 
but what are we to think of that which was placed — 
shall we not say in contrast — with St. Paul's con- 
clusion? — what are we to say of St. James ? 

Ye see then how hy works a man is justified, and 
not by faith only." Surely, some one may have 
said when he heard these two passages given out 
together, there is a flat contradiction — ^if there be 
meaning in words St. Paul says — a man is justified 
hy faith only — ^for he says expressly, toithout the 

* « So that our faith in Christ (as it were) saith unto us 
thus : It is not I that take away your sins^ but it is Christ only ; 
and to. Him only / send you for that purpose, forsaking therein 
all your good virtues, words, thoughts, and works, and only 
putting your trust in Christ." — Homilies — Second Part of the 
Sermon of Salvation. 
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deeds of the law.'' St. James says : a man is 
not justified by faith only. How can these state- 
ments stand together ? 

Now, my Brethren, many of you are aware that 
vast pains and elaborate care have been used by 
commentators and divines in reconciling these two 
passages and that they have seemed quite irrecon- 
cilable to many minds. Indeed Luther — ^yes Martin 
Luther, that mighty champion of the doctrine of 
Justification by faith — satisfied, on the one hand, 
that nothing could be true which overthrew or im- 
paired that doctrine, and unable, on the other, to 
reconcile St. James's language with St. Paul, ac- 
tually rejected the Epistle of St. James as spurious ; 
an opinion which however, I must add, he after- 
wards renounced. But I must confess, Brethren, 
for my omoi part, I have always felt with the pious 
and judicious Doddridge, who says, I am sur- 
prised at the immense pains commentators have 
taken to reconcile St. Paul and St. James." And 
I therefore may say now, with Bishop Taylor, 

my purpose is not with subtle arts to reconcile 
them that never disagreed.^' I am sure, dear Bre- 
thren, you that hear me constantly will not charge 
me with saying there are no difficulties in Scrip- 
ture, or with underrating their importance — ^but I 
must candidly own that the reconciling of these two 
passages never presented itself to my mind in the 



Digitized by Google 



JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 



395 



light of a serious difficulty. Let us read the whole 
passage in James — " What doth it profit, my Bre- 
thren, though a man say he hath faith, and have 
not works ? can faith save him ? If a brother or 
sister be naked, and destitute of daily food^ and 
one of you say unto them. Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled ; notwithstanding ye give them 
not those things which are needful to the body ; 
what doth it profit ? Even so faith, if it hath not 
works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say. 
Thou hast faith, and I have works : shew me thy 
faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my 
faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one 
God ; thou doest well : the devils also beUeve, and 
tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man^ that 
faith without works is dead ? Was not Abraham 
our father justified by works, when he had offered 
Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how 
faith wrought with his works, and by works was 
faith made perfect ? And the Scripture was ful- 
filled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it 
was imputed unto him for righteousness : and he 
was called the friend of God. Ye see then how that 
by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 
Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by 
works, when she had received the messengers, and 
had sent them out another way ? For as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works 
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is dead also." Now everything here depends upon 
the context. The necessity of attention to it is 
illustrated thus in a sermon of the late Rev. 
Charles Simeon's.* Suppose," he says, *'that 
I were, as the conclusion of an argument, to say, 
* So then man is an immortal being if the 
argument itself were not investigated, you might 
understand it as a denial of man's mortality," 
(i. e., as ah assertion that man was not subject 
to death,) but if the argument shewed that the 
conclusion" (viz., man is an immortal being) re- 
ferred to his soul alone, the conclusion would be 
foimd perfectly consistent with an apparently op- 
posite position, viz. that man is a mortal being." 
You see. Brethren, by this admirable illustration 
that it is perfectly true if one say : Man is 
mortal" and another "Man is immortdP^ — ^and 
there could be no difficulty in the world in recon- 
ciling these statements — ^if by a reference to the 
context, we should find that the conclusion of man's 
mortality referred to the body — that of his immor- 
tality to the soul. Now let us look at the scope of 
Paul's argument first. Having shewn the lost con- 
dition of both Jew and Gentile, he labours to esta- 
blish the ground of acceptance both of Jewand (jen- 
tile before God — (he is not, mark you, in this place, 

* Justification by Works explained.' ' 
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speaking of the practical ejects of faith) and that 
ground is faith alone— of course he means (though he 
does not here stop to tell us so) trucy genuine faith ; 
what God calls faith and accepts as faith ; that faith 
of which we are told elsewhere in God's Word that 
it works by love and overcomes the world — this 
faith is the ground of acceptance. It is most im- 
portant to bear the Apostle's exact point in mind. 
However important the discussion of the moral and 
practical effects of faith, that is not what he is now 
discussing— his point is, How shall a sinner be 
justified before God? — his answer — ^by faith— oi 
course, I repeat it, not by spurious faith, by any- 
thing unworthy of the name but by what God ap-- 
proves as faith. Very well — ^so far St. Paul. 

Now what is the general scope of St. James's 
argument ? It is equally necessary in this case 
also to ascertain and to bear in mind the exact 
point which the Apostle is aiming at establish- 
ing — ^and this point is not^ as in St. Paul's case, 
the grounds of a sinner's justification in God's 
sight — ^it is not to prove that faith justifies — ^but 
to shew the true eff^ects of the faith which thus 
justifies — viz. that it is not a dead, barren, specula- 
tive, inoperative principle, but one that is fruitful 
in every good work. And when St. James brings 
forward the cases, of Abraham and Rahab, as having 
been justified by works, it is not in any such sense 
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as to imply that their works were tJie means or 
ground of their justification — ^but that tfieir faith^ the 
faith which justified them, the faith which was im- 
puted to them for righteousness, was a faith which 
wrought with worksy a faith whose genuineness and 
vitality were evidenced by its practical results in 
the life and conduct. It was not that Abraham's 
offering up Isaac (to which St. James refers) was 
the meritorious ground or even the means and in- 
strument of his justification, (for Abraham was, by 
the testimony of God's own Word justified long be- 
fore Isaac was bom, or even promised,) but his 
offering up his son proved that the faith which he 
possessed and which had been imputed to him for 
righteousness, was a living, working principle, the 
root of all holy obedience and practical godliness. 
The case seems plainly this. We find in our own day 
that there is but too numerous a class of professing 
Christians whose so-called faith is utterly barren 
and inoperative — and but too large a class who ac- 
tually so far pervert the doctrine before us, and the 
doctrines of free grace in general, as that they con- 
sider themselves exempted from the claims of the 
moral law, and licensed to carelessness and sin. 
This, I say, is the case in our own day. Such are 
the perversions which we see with our own eyes, 
aud hear with our own ears. And have we not 
every reason to conclude that such had already 
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been the case when James wrote — that when justi- 
fication by faith, and faith alone, had been fully and 
unceasingly insisted upon by all the Apostles and 
first preachers of Christianity — there arose alike 
the perversions of the mere dead professor and of 
the licentious Antinomian, the man who threw off 
moral restraint — and James, seeing this tide of error 
and perversion set in, wrote, not surely to over- 
throw the doctrine of Paul and the Apostles, but to 
expose the perversions which had crept in — he 
wrote not to say that faith, the faith which Paul 
p^eachedy did not justify, but that the faith which 
Paul preached and which justifies had been mistaken 
and perverted — that there were many professors 
whose so-called faith was nothing more than a bare 
intellectual assent, a mere inoperative belief, and 
not one which worked by love. When Saint Paul 
then says that faith and faith alone justifies — his 
assertion is not only literally and without reserve 
and qualification correct, but is the comer-stone of 
the Gospel scheme — but then when he speaks of 
faith he means faith — ^he means what God calls 
faith — and God does not call anything faithwhich does 
not work — ^and when St. James asks : Can faith 
save him V does he not himself explain his own 
doctrine, for he adds, Faith, if it hath not 
works/' (i. e. barren faith, spurious faith,) " is 
dead, being alone." When he says in our text, 
Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, 



Digitized by Google 



400 



JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 



and not by faith only/' he means, Ye see how 
idle it is to talk of being justified by a faith which 
does not work, a faith which is without the evidence 
of being faith, a faith which is mere assent." He 
does not deny that if a man have true faith; this 
true faith justifies him ; but he would ascertain 
whether his faith be a true faith, whether it be a 
justifying faith, by its results. And if St. James 
saw these practical fruits he would say then, You 
are indeed justified ; not by these practical fruits 
which I see in your life, and temper, and conduct, 
not by your works — ^but these shew that the faith 
you possess is a justifying, saving faith, and not a 
mere speculative assent. 

My Brethren, I have striven very hard and 
very anxiously to be clear on this point — ^and 
I repeat once more that the object of the Apostles 
Paul and James is distinct in these two places — 
that of the one being to shew Jiow the sinner isjusti- 
fiedy viz. by faith — that of the other, to shew, in 
opposition to any mistakes or perversions of this 
doctrine, that the faith which thus justifies^ though 
quite distinct in its own nature from obedience, yet 
necessarily produces obedience and good workSy not as 
helping to justify, but as the fruits of justifying 
faith. 

*^ The two. Apostles," in the language of the 
Sermon already quoted, are writing on two 
different subjects. St. Paul is proving that a man 
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is not to seek salvation by any righteousness of his 
own, but simply by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ : 
whereas St. James is proving, that the man who 
professes to have faith in Christ, must shew forth 
his faith by his works. St. Paul endeavours to 
convince the self-justiciary ; St. James, the Anti- 
nomian ; St. Paul, by shewing that works are no- 
thing without faith ; St. James, by shewing that 
faith is nothing without works. St. Paul exalts 
Christ, as giving a title to heaven ; St. James, as 
giving a meetness for heaven. St. Paul bends the 
whole force of his mind to establish the one leading 
doctrine of the Gospel; St. James to have that 
doctrine adorned. Thus, according to the two 
Apostles, a man is justified by faith y because by it 
he is made righteous ; and he is justified by works y 
because by them he is proved righteous ; and God in 
justifying him, whether on the one ground, or the 
other, approves himself both a just God and a 
Saviour." 

So then. Brethren, I return to St. Paul's conclu- 
sion ; and St. Paul's conclusion is St. James's con- 
clusion too : that a man is justified by faith with- 
out the deeds of the law" — that the deeds of the 
law and good works have nothing whatever to do 
with the meritorious cause of the sinner's justifica- 
tion. But I bring with me, as quite compatible 
and consistent, the conclusion of St. James : Ye 
see then how that by works a man is justified, and 
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not by faith only." And St. James's conclusion is 
St. Paul's conclusion too ; for St. Paul never meant 
that the faith which justified was to be without 
works, dead, and alone — ^works were to perfect it, 
not as affecting or altering its essential nature, 
nor as sharing its instrumentality in a sinner's 
justification, but as attesting that it was true, 
vital, justifying faith — in a word, that it was 
faith at all. See then. Brethren, the one Apostle 
answering for us the question, " How shall we 
be just before God?" — the other shewing the 
good works that must follow after justification 
and evidence that faith has indeed united us unto 
Jesus. 

Time will not allow that we at all enter now 
upon the bearing of this doctrine upon the in- 
terests of practical religion and morality, or even 
advert to the objections which are raised to it 
on that score.* One main point however we have, 
I trust, gained, that we are not contending for 
a barren faith nor impairing the necessity of good 
works. 

In conclusion, St. Paul has a lesson for some 
here : St. James for other some. St. Paul's lesson 
is to many who do not see that they need it — ^for 
perhaps none here deny in general terms the con- 
clusion, that a man is justified by faith." But 

* See Sermon xx. 
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remember, Brethren, when we speak of justifica- 
tlou by faith, it is faith without the deeds of the 
law.'' We will call upon you for your works, 
but we will put them in their proper place, and 
that is not in your passport to heaven, not in 
the title-deeds of your salvation. Oh ! are ye 
trusting^ any of you, to the law, to morality, 
to obedience, to good works in any shape, and 
eking out their deficiency by faith in Jesus ; 
remember ye must take your choice — work or 
grace — ^by which do ye propose to stand justified at 
the bar in the great day? You can put in no 
mixed plea, part law, part Gospel. Oh! look 
well to the anchorage of your soul — on what are 
you trusting? Remember the ark of Christ's 
Gospel need carry no life-boat of human making 
on board. I speak not only to the careless, but to 
many who are at ease, who think themselves safe. 
It is amazing to see to what vague and indefinite 
notions many are trusting — merit of course is not 
avowedly their plea — the truth of Jesus' atoning 
death always floats in their mind when they think 
of their hopes for another world — ^it forms a kind of 
background which indeed they would be uneasy 
without, but which is yet but indefinitely and 
darkly before them. Oh ! Brethren — Christ Jesus 
must not be in part your Saviour — ^but your all 
in all! 

dd2 



Digitized by Google 



404 JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 



But St. James must preach to some. There are 
no professed unbehevers, I trust — no sceptics 
here — ^we are called Christians — ^we assent to the 
Bible, to the Gospel — we believe the Bible to be, 
as it is in truth, the Word of God. Is this saving 
faith ? Listen to St. James — the devils are no un- 
behevers, no sceptics — they believe in God — they 
know the Bible to be true — ^but they have not faith ! 
Have you ? Wilt thou know, O vain man, that 
faith without works is dead — that a mere profes- 
sion of orthodoxy, mere creeds, are no passport to 
heaven — ^yea, some who have cast out devils in 
Jesus' name shall yet hear him say — I never knew 
you!'' See then to your so-called faith. Shew us your 
faith not without y but hy your works — by love, by 
victories over sin, the devil, and your own hearts — 
shew us it by meekness, by gentleness, by hu- 
mility, by long-suflfering, by heavenly-minded- 
ness, by conformity to Jesus — let us hear your 
family, your friends, your neighbours, the world, 
constrained to admit that God is with you of a 
truth. 

And oh ! how does the Apostle alarm not only 
the dead and nominal, but the licentious, the An- 
tinomian professor! Satan and his heart have 
palmed upon him a licence to sin — and forged 
thereto the name of Jesus I Arrant falsehood, 
fatal delusion, hellish cozenage ! Paul anticipated 
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the monstrous perversion and shrunk from it with 
horror : " Shall we sin, because we are not under 
the law, but under grace ? God forbid /" Oh ! 
then remember, thou deceived soul, for deceived 
thou art, whether self-deceived or deceived of 
hell — ^remember the test of Him who must be 
your Judge — " By their fruits ye shall know them!" 
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2 Corinthians, v. 17 — "if any mm he in Christ, 
he is a new creature/^ 

SoLBMN, thrice solemn, to the Christian mind, the 
hour in which it is said, "There is a child bom 
into the world!" That infant cry which thrills 
through a mother's heart, and causeth her to think 
no more of the anguish of her travail, that drives 
the big, luxurious tear of too full a joy down a 
father's cheeks — that cry tells that an heir of 
weakness indeed, of sorrow, and of sin, but still 
an heir of immortality, is bom. How solemn 
then, how marvellous, the hour that sees an im- 
mortal bom ! 

Such is the birth of nature : over such births 
there is joy in earth. And yet, if it be not one 
day to be said of this heir of immortality, " It were 
good for him that he had not been thus bom," an- 
other, a more solemn, a no less marvellous, birth — 
a more than birth, a new creation, must introduce 
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him to another, a no less marvellous life ; he 
must be bom again" — a birth over which there 
is joy in heaven ; he must be quickened, begotten, 
yea, created anew. 

How can these things be?" So ye ask with 
the " master in Israel," who knew not these 
things. But that they can he and are there are 
witnesses in this place. 

I propose this morning, my beloved Hearers, to 
bring this momentous subject before you. The 
truth contained in our text and in so many other 
parts of God's Word, is, you observe, that if a man 
be a true Christian, he must have been the subject 
of such a change of nature as is designated by the 
strong and energetic phrase, a new creature.** 
Before proceeding however to the more imme- 
diate consideration of our present subject, we must, 
in order to gain a clear and consistent view of the 
main features of the Gospel scheme, retrace our 
steps for a few moments. 

Now we have already considered the fall of man, 
and Original Sin as its eflfect. And what I am 
anxious you should keep in mind this morning, in 
order for our present subject, is, wherein the full 
effect of the fall consists, and what is our conse- 
quent state by nature before God. Let us refresh 
our memories on this point. 

Every child of Adam we said, by reason of 
Adam's fall, comes into the world the inheritor of 



Digitized by Google 



408 



fHB NEW CREATURE.'^ 



a corrapt and fallen nature, a nature therefore in 
itself deserving of God's wrath and damnation/' 
and a nature developing itself, manifesting its cor- 
ruption, vileness, and apostacy even from the 
earliest period in actual sin. It is therefore ob- 
vious that man's need consists not only in being 
pardoned of his guilt and having righteousness im- 
puted to him, i. e. in the need of Justification only, 
(which we have seen comprised these two things,) 
but man, as a fallen being, also needs a change of 
nature. Understand my meaning, dear Brethren ; 
Justification, as we have seen, includes remission of 
sin and imputation of righteousness— and this is 
fully provided for in the Atonement and righteous- 
ness of Christ ; but Justification is not the whole of 
the sinner's need. Because Justification puts him 
right in law before God — ^but in the strict and ac- 
curate idea of Justification there is involved no idea 
of a change of heart and nature — ^mind, I mean, 
in Justification itself. Whereas, however the sin- 
ner may stand in law before God — ^i. e. however 
thoroughly his guilt may have been washed away, 
his sins cleansed, however unspotted and complete 
the righteousness in which he is clothed, through 
the imputation to him of the righteousness of 
Christ, his Law-fulfiUer, — his nature must yet be 
brought into conformity with that image of God 
which was lost by the fall, his soul must be made 
meet for the enjoyment of all the rich blessings to 



Digitized by Google 



THE " NEW CREATURE." 



409 



which by Justification, through the merits and 
death of Jesus laid hold of by a lively faith, he be- 
comes entitled. To adopt at once the language of 
Scripture he must be Regenerate, i. e. bom again — 
he must be Sanctified, i. e. made holy. And the 
consideration of this truth will introduce to us that 
which is more specifically the work of the Holy 
Spirit, the third Person of the Blessed Trinity, in 
man's salvation. 

Let us then consider, I. In what the work of 
THE Holy Spirit, in this moral and spiritual 
change in the sinner's soul, consists. 

And Ilndly, Apply the subject to ourselves, 
AS an unerring practical test of our state in 
religion before God. 

First then — What is the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the sinner's soul ? 

Why, my Brethren, the words of our text alone 
present this work to us in the strongest and most 
marvellous light : If any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature'* — or more properly " a new creation.** 
What a marvellous work is here ! nothing less than 
creation! nothing less than calling moral and 
spiritual life out of a moral and spiritual chaos ! 
nothing less than saying, Let there be light!" 
Again: Ye must be bom again.** — Except a 
man be bom of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God." — Of His own 
will begat He us," says St. James — " Who hath be- 
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gottenus again," says St. Peter — and again, Being 
bom agam^' — ^speaking, of course, of true Christians. 
Again, St. John, Whosoever believeth that Jesus 
is the Christ, is bom of QodJ' — " Which were 6or»,'* 
says the same Apostle in his Gospel, speaking of 
the spiritual sons of God, " not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, but of God."—*' You,'' says 
St. Paul to the Ephesian Christians, you hath he 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins." 

Such are the expressions of the Word of God. 
The change wrought in the heart of the sinner by 
the Spirit is a new creation — a new birth — a begetting 
again — a quickening; so that, just as, on the one 
hand, the sinner is represented in God's Word as 
dead, as totally void of spiritual life, dead to God 
and the things of God, loving sin, the world, and 
vanity — alive only to the things of time and sense — 
so, on the other hand, the work of the Spirit is to 
breathe into his soul the breath of spiritual life* 
And this is the new birth — this is Regenera- 
tion — the very first awakening, the very first turn- 
ing of the soul to God by the Almighty and Divine 
Spirit. This seems the distinct and precise idea of 
Regeneration as distinguished from Conversion and 
Sanctification — ^as distinguished, I mean, in idea, for 
separate they never are in any sinner's case. Re- 
generation is the actual begetting again, or the 
actual birth unto spiritual life — Conversion the use 
and exercise of the life to which Regeneration is 
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the birth; conversion in fact is th$ living, the 
exercise, the calling into play of the powers, and 
affections, and tastes, of the new nature which Re- 
generation gives and to which Regeneration is the 
birth. Regeneration," said Cecil, *^and Con- 
version may be distinguished from each other, 
though they cannot be separated — ^as a man's being 
disposed to go a certain road, and his actually going in 
that road may be distinguished: for Regeneration is 
God's disposing the heart to himself ; but Conver- 
sion is the actual turning of the heart to God'' * 
Regeneration rectifies the will, renews the affections, 
draws back the alienated wandering heart to God 
in penitence, in prayer, in faith, in longings after 
holiness and conformity with the Divine likeness. 

But what is Sanctification ? Sanctification, ac* 
curately and precisely, is not the birth to holiness-r— 
tJiat is, as we have seen, Regeneration, Sanctifica- 
tion is not strictly the motion, use, and exercise 
of, the life given by the new birth, or of the nature 
thereby implanted — ^but it is the growth of that na- 
ture, djating from the very moment of its being im- 
parted — it is the making holy. To be sanctified is 
to be going on in grace — to be growing in increas- 
ing conformity with the divine will and law and 
nature — in fact, it is the continued work and 
operation of the Divine Sanctifier, the Holy Spirit 

* Cecirs Remains, page 355. 
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of God, in the soul, strengthening, developing, 
rendering more healthy, the divine life implanted 
in Regeneration. 

We may illustrate the three from the case of the 
natural birth — the natural life — and the natural 
growth. The child is bom — this figures to us the 
spiritual birth or Regeneration — the soul that was 
dead before God springing into spiritual life at 
the quickening voice of the Divine Spirit He 
lives, he developes in action, he uses, he exercises, 
the faculties, and powers, and principles of his na- 
tmre, of the nature to which he was bom — this 
figures to us Conversion; the new-bom soul calling 
out into motion the life to which it has been bom — 
acting upon the principles, developing the faculties 
of its new nature. But the child grows — ^his limbs 
become more symmetrical, his features grow more 
developed and marked — ^he waxes strong — ^his prin- 
ciples are confirmed by repeated action— habits are 
engendered and formed — ^feelings and tastes more 
deeply rooted. TTiis figures to us Sanctijkation ; 
the regenerated and converted soul growing and 
waxing strong in grace — its features of likeness to 
the Divine image becoming more and more striking 
and complete, yea, the whole nature being increas- 
ingly and more fully moulded according to the will 
and law and nature of God ; the soul thriving 
under the food of the Word and every means of 
grace. 
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So that, if I may venture to use the expression, 
Regeneration is that on which the whole matter 
turns ; because without this new birth there is no 
life at all — the soul is dead. Conversion is as 
natural to the regenerated soul, yea, as inseparable 
from it as motion from life. Sanctification is the 
preservation, the strengthening, the growth of this 
nature. But all these," Brethren, " worketh that 
one and the self-same-Spirit." 

But how you may ask does this work of the 
Spirit bear upon our salvation, and what is the 
connexion between these things and the point 
which on the last two Sundays has engaged 
our attention, viz. : the Justification of the sinner 
by Faith, before God. Having endeavoured to 
shew you in what Regeneration and Conversion 
consist, viz. : that the former is the very first birth 
to the divine life, and the latter the exercise of that 
life, I propose to shew now the bearing of Sancti- 
fication upon the sinner's case. For as for the un- 
regenerated man, and the unconverted man they 
have no spiritual life at all. 

Now it is important to bear in mind with refer- 
ence to the Sanctification and Justification, and the 
Conversion and Regeneration of the sinner, that 
though they are quite capable of being clearly dis- 
tinguished from each other, they are never found 
apart. They are inseparable. But with reference 
to the two to which for a few moments I would 
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now call your thoughts, viz. : Sanctification and 
Justification, however inseparable they are in every 
sinner's case, they refer to points in that case 
clearly distinguishable from each other, to different 
points of the sinner's need. And this is very im- 
portant to be observed. The one has to do (if I 
may repeat an expression which I have already more 
than once used) the one, — viz. Justification, has to 
do with a sinner's case as in law before his Judge. 
Man stands before his Judge's bar — ^he has com- 
mitted sins, he is by nature and practice a sinner — 
where are these sins ? Blotted out to the believer 
in Christ Jesus, through Jesus's blood ; no more 
remembered. But the law calls for fufilment — ^how 
shall he render this ? If he be a believer in Christ 
Jesus, he stands clothed in His righteousness — so 
then the law has no charge against him, for guilt 
has been atoned for, viz. : the guilt of violation — 
and its every jot and tittle fulfilled by the believer's 
accepted Surety and LawfulfiUer — so then the sinner 
is justified, held or accounted, as righteous — mind, 
not made^ but accounted righteous, before God. 
Well, is this all ? You have done much for him, 
but is this all ? Look at the sinner, even in this 
present state^ who should be through Christ Jesus 
justified only — true (if I may be allowed to separate 
the inseparable for a moment) past guilt is atoned 
for and he is accounted righteous — ^but you have 
left imtouched the real root of the disease — the 
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fountain is as polluted as ever — if he be only justi- 
fied — he still has the same fallen nature, a nature 
alienated from holiness, estranged from God, and 
therefore utterly opposed to God's will and law, 
and as far removed as ever from the image of 
purity, and holiness, and happiness, in which he 
was created. 

And suppose, if again, for a moment, I be 
allowed to separate the inseparable — suppose the 
sinner standing hereafter at God's bar acquitted, 
pardoned, righteous — ^remember by justifying him 
merely you have not made him in any degree 
righteous — ^he is not necessarily made like God by 
the mere pardon of his sins, and the satisfaction of 
the law — ^he is only accounted righteous in law — ^but 
he is not meet for heaven — ^he is not changed — ^you 
have not made him love holiness. The very sup- 
positions I am making, Brethren, have an air of 
violence with them — and this shews most clearly 
that the two things are indeed inseparable, but yet, 
they refer to two distinct points of man's case as 
a guilty and fallen being. The moment a man, as 
we have before seen, puts forth the hand of faith 
to grasp the proffered Atonement and righteous- • 
ness of the Gospel Saviour — that moment he is 
justified — ^and that moment does his Sanctification 
hegin — but his Justification is complete at once and 
fully — his sins are blotted out, and he puts on by 
this outstretched hand of faith the Lord as his 
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Righteousness — what then remains to condemn 
him? But the grace of Sanctification within, 
though necessarily, invariably, and surely there, 
may be, and is often but as a grain of mustard 
seed." The guilt of past sin is gone — the curse is 
silenced — conscience quieted — ^but ttke power of sin, 
is far, very far from being uprooted. Henceforth 
a struggle commences against the remains of cor- 
ruption and sin — ^but it is a struggle which shall 
terminate only with life. So that they who are 
justified are pardoned and accepted fully, and they 
are sanctified too, but they are never sanctified 
completely and fully on this side eternity. Hence 
no believer is more justified than another — ^but the 
degrees of Sanctification to which the children of 
God are permitted to attain are very diverse and 
varied. Justification then is the change of a man's 
state before God as a creature who has to stand for 
judgment, for acquittal or condemnation at His 
bar — Sanctification is the change of his moral and 
spiritual nature, the conforming him to the will 
and law of that God in heart, and tongue, and 
life — ^it is the gradual renewing of his nature in 
knowledge and true holiness. The one (Justifica- 
tion) constitutes the sinner's title to heaven — ^the 
other his meetness for heaven. Sanctification is not 
a work done on our behalf in the person and 
through the merits of another — as the paying of the 
penalty for our guilt, and the fulfilment of God's 
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law for us by our Surety and Saviour — ^it is not 
a something out of ourselves to which we are to 
apply, which we are to appropriate, and which is 
to be counted as oiur own, by faith. It is a change, 
a work, a life, a growth, within us — a something 
wrought in and upon our nature. Recollect that 
which we saw but a short time since — Justification 
(which is not to our present point) is the counting 
us something, — ^i. e. righteous — Sanctification, is the 
making us something, viz. holy — ^it is a change, I 
repeat, wrought in and upon us, upon our moral 
and spiritual nature. 

Hence you see the believer looks indeed to 
Christ for his Sanctification — because Christ has 
received the gift of the sanctifying Spirit for 
him, because Christ by this sanctifying Spirit 
dwells in his heart, because this sanctifying 
Spirit is the promise of Christ. But the believer 
does not look to Christ for his Sanctification in this 
sense, that the store or stock (if I may use the ex- 
pression) of Christ's personal holiness has been 
laid up for him, so that by faith he may apply it to 
himself, and thus be exempt from personal Sanc- 
tification, from the necessity of personal, and 
growing fellowship with the Holy Ghost. The 
reckoning something to me which is not my own 
may put me right before God, as regards my going 
to heaven, I mean^ as regards my admission to 

E E 
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heaven — and thus do the merits of Christ's death 
and righteousness — being out of the believer^s self, 
but made his by faith — thus, I say, do these 
gain us a right to the inheritance — ^but nothing 
out of myself nothing done on my behalf only by 
another, can give me capacities and tastes for hea- 
ven—there must be a change wrought not on my 
behalf, but on me, luUhin me, in my nature. And 
therefore, while I may have an appointed and ac- 
cepted Surety for that which is out of rmfself the 
other is altogether b, personal thing ; another may be 
my representative in law, may suffer for me, may act 
for me, but none can stand in my stead, when it is 
my individual nature, my individual heart, that is 
to be changed and sanctified — this change must be 
wrought upon ms. And this change of nature, 
this growth in grace and in conformity to the 
Divine nature and image consists in fellowship 
with the Holy Ghost — I then myself must seek 
fellowship with Him, / myself mva&t seek His grace. 
To Jesus then. Brethren, do we send you as your 
substitute when the law and conscience clamor — ^and 
to Jesus do we send you — ^but not as your substi- 
tute — ^for renewal^ for sanctijication, for growth in 
grace — ^we «end you to Him for this, as to one who 
has received gifts for men." 

And it is very important to observe that Sanctifi- 
catjkoi, though God's own work in the soul, is no- 
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where represented in God's Word as being the 
meritorious cause of the sinner's salvation, of his 
admission to heaven — the gifts of grace con- 
veyed to the soul by the Spirit are nowhere 
set before us as the means by which we gain 
our right of admission to heaven — this is the 
part of Justification. It is Justification — ^not of 
course, as we last Sunday saw, the faith which 
lays hold of Christ, but the blood and righteous- 
ness thus laid hold of — and these alone — that pur- 
chase for us heaven. But then heaven is holiness 
and God is in heaven — and the atmosphere is 
holiness and the angels are holy and the cherubim 
and seraphim are holy and their song is ''Holy, 
holy, holy" — and for this, for the participation and 
enjoyment of this, Sanctification fits and meets in 
the soul, the justified, cleansed, accepted, believing 
soul. Justification therefore is suited to man's 
need as a transgressor — Sanctification to his case 
as the possessor of a corrupt and apostate nature. 
And both are provided in the Gospel covenant — 
for the terms of that covenant are not only, " I 
will forgive their iniquity and I will remember their 
sin no more" — ^but also *' I will put my law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts'' — " I will 
put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony 
heart out of their flesh, and will give them a heart of 
flesh." So fuU, so abundant, so complete, so perfect, 
is the salvation of Christ Jesus ! The Spirit out- 
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poured, no less than guilt removed and the law satis- 
fied — the Spirit given as the first fruits and earnest 
of the purchased inheritance — the Spirit changing 
and preparing the soul for the presence of the holy 
God, and for that innumerable company of angels 
and the society of the just made perfect, which, 
even could we suppose the unregenerate, the un- 
converted and the unsanctified to gain admission 
into it, could not but prove a weariness, yea, a 
hell to them. 

But it is now time that we proceed in the Ilnd 

place TO APPLY THE SUBJECT TO OURSELVES, AS 
AN UNERRING PRACTICAL TEST OF OUR STATE IN 
RELIGION AND BEFORE GOD. 

" If any man be in Christ, he is a new crea- 
ture" — ^regenerate, quickened, begotten again— 

old things are passed away ; behold, all things 
are become new" — ^if any man be an heir of the 

incorruptible," the " undefiled," the unfading, 
the purchased inheritance," he is made meet for 
it here — he is sanctified by the Spirit of that Father 
who gave His Son to purchase that inheritance, 
and of that Son who hath brought in fiill and 
eternal redemption. The child of grace alone is an 
heir of glory. 

But we must be more definite. If a man be a 
Christian and an heir of heaven, if you and I, Bre- 
thren, be Christians and heirs of heaven, it does 
not follow that we can point to the precise day and 



Digitized by Google 



THE NEW creature/' 



421 



hour and moment in which we were bom to God. 
No— the heir of glory knows not always his own 
birth-day — but he knows that he is horuy that he 
lives, that he grows. He cannot perhaps point to 
the very sermon (he cannot, I mean, as a matter 
of course, and in every case) which caused him to 
cry out, "What must I do to be saved?'* — for 
"the wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 
it Cometh, and whither it goeth : so is every one that 
is bom of the Spirit." But can a man pass from 
death unto life, from darkness to life, can a man 
be created, be born again and not know it in some 
degree ? Surely, he must be able at least to say, 
" I am not what I was" — " I was blind, but now I 
see." If any man be in Christ he is a new crea- 
ture" — he lives a new life, he loves not the things 
he was wont to love, he loves what was con- 
temptible and hateful to him, or, at best, dull and 
wearisome. But more, there is a gradual process 
going on. Can a man find prayer a delight, which 
was once a weariness — the Sabbath a delight, which 
was once so dull, and remembered only to be pro- 
faned and broken — can he have the fruits of the 
Spirit" instead of the lusts of the flesh springing 
up within him — love, joy, peace^ long suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance" — can a man, in a word, have old things 
passed away" within him, and " all things become 
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new,'* and not know it? I would not indeed 
woiuid one tender conscience, or distress one down- 
cast spirit — there may be many a doubt, many a 
perplexity, much despondency, but these are the 
signs of life — of life, weak, and unhealthy, but still 
of life. But I would alarm those which say they 
are Christians and are not ; I would say to them 
'* Ye must he bom dgaiUy'' ye must first be called 
into spiritual life, first quickened from the death of 
trespasses and sins, and then ye must go on toward 
perfection. There is not, I suppose, a person here 
present who does not call himself a Christian — not 
one who would not feel deeply hurt and offended 
at being unchristianized by any fellow-creature — 
and Christians ye all are by baptism. Christians ye 
all are by profession, Christians by name. But is 
Christian baptism alone, is Christian profession 
alone, is the Christian name alone, saving Chris- 
tianity? I put the question then — I put it 
solemnly — I put it, as the minister of God — are 
ye new creatures ? I do not ask the aged or the 
man of middle years, whether, now that the 
heyday of youthful folly and passion is past, 
he is getting a little more serious, according 
to that matter of course seriousness and sobriety 
which years seem to bring with them to some — 
do not say to such are you a little more steady 
than you were once ? Why, even the world re- 
quires this of you, even the world would think it 
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unseemly and indecorous, had years not sobered 
you a little. The worldling too can sometimes 

at thirty," suspect himself a fool" — but I 
say — and oh ! my dear Brother, I ask it indeed with 
earnest and anxious affection — art thou a new 
creature?^* hast thou been **bom again?" Can 
you look back upon any change in yourself which 
seems worthy of such a name ? Remember the 
Word of God does not say, If any man be in 
Christ he is" a serious, a steadier, man — ^he has 
left the foolish and vicious habits of his youth — 
but he is ''a new creature '" I do not ask you to 
point to some spot, some day, some hour, in which 
the Spirit, like the lightning's flash, startled you, 
as Saul of old, in your career of sin — ^but are you 
conscious of any such change having taken place 
at all in you. Be assured, this is no exaggerated 
and mere figurative phrase — ^it is a sober phrase — 
it expresses a great reality — ^it is no more than 
adequate to the fact. 

Again — are you conscious of any such process as 
Sanctification going on within ? for this is a daily, 
hourly test, since Sanctification we have shewn 
you is a progressive, a gradual work. Do you 
love the perfections and law of the God of the 
Bible? Do you desire to be conformed to His 
will? Do you mourn over you alienation from 
Him by nature? Is there a struggle passing 
within you? Do you know anything of self- 
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denial? — of prayer? — ^what are your feelings to- 
wards the Bible, and the house of God ? What is 
the witness of your closet ? 

My Brethren, it is a solemn thing for me to put 
these questions. It is a solemn thing to tell a man 
he is unprepared to die, and that if he die, hell is 
his portion — a solemn thing to draw the bow at 
a venture" fearing that there are many whom the 
arrow should pierce — and yet must I not, even in 
love, pray that it may pierce the unregenerate soul, 
and rankle there till it drive the wounded, bleed- 
ing heart to the " balm in Gflead" and the phy- 
sician there 1" Thus much, as I would acquit my 
soul in the sight of God. If you are wholly un- 
conscious, wholly unsuspicious, of such a change, 
ye are not Christ's, and ye ought not to lie down 
in peace to-night — ^heaven is not yours — were it 
even yours by title, you are unfitted for its God, 
its service, its company. 

But I turn to the children of God, for such it is 
my comfort to feel assured are within these walls. 
For them I will invert the text and say, If any 
man be a new creature, he is in Christ." The 
Spirit of holiness regenerates and sanctifies only 
the justified — the holy members of the holy Head. 
Ye, dear Brethren, can trace the mighty change 
within yourselves. Ye mourn indeed over the 
hindrances which the devil, and the world, and the 
yet lurking corruption of the first Adam oppose to 
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the progress of the heavenly work, but you know 
that the work is begun — ye can trace the lineaments 
and features of the Divine likeness in your souls — 
alas ! only too faintly and too indistinctly as yet — 
but still they may be traced. Oh ! Brethren, ye 
find, as it has been but too truly expressed : " The 
grace of God in the heart of man is like a tender 
plant in an unkindly soiP' — ^but, remember, the 
same Spirit which planted " will be as the dew to 
thy soul. Your Sanctification, though incomplete, is 
progressive : He which hath begun a good work 
will perfect it." And if ye be new creatures, ye 
are Christ's. Recognize in your growing con- 
formity to Him the evidence of your sonship— in 
the fuller and more marked development of the 
lineaments of the Divine image, the assurance of 
your adoption. Let not doubts perplex thee or 
cause thee to despond. Why hath God created 
thee anew save that He " loved thee with an ever- 
lasting love" and hath accepted thee in Jesus? 
Why is He dwelling in thy heart, sanctifying 
thee, throwing down the empire of Satan in thy 
soul, but that thou mayest be meet to be taken 
home to himself : He is training you for heaven, 
for glory. 

And oh ! how may every fresh victory over sin, 
every advance in holiness, every strengthening of 
the spiritual nature to which you have been bom 
and created anew — ^how may all these encourage, 
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cheer, and assure you! A lust overcome, a 
temper subdued, a habit forsaken, a self-denying 
duty carried out — these things are better evidences 
of your state and of your safety than any high 
wrought and enthusiastic feelings. Feelings de- 
ceive — Sanctification is God's work. And ye are 
Chrisfs ! happy, blessed band ! Soon shall Christ 
in glory perfect the work of grace. Your eyes 
shall behold Him whom your souls desire — the 
efect of one glance at Jesus who can tell? It 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that when He shall appear, we shall be like 
Him ; FOR we shall see Him as He is.'' 
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THE INTERESTS OF PRACTICAL MORALITY 
BEST SECURED BY THE DOCTRINES 
OF FREE GRACE. 



Romans, vi. 15—" What then ? shall we sin, because 
we are not under the law, but under grace ? God 
forbid r 

Some few weeks since, I endeavoured, my dear 
Brethren, to draw your attention in a definite and 
specific manner to the more striking and charac- 
teristic doctrines of the Gospel scheme. But 
although I endeavoured, in doing this, to bring each 
doctrine before you in a practical light, yet I feel 
that my design would be left incomplete, and in- 
deed that I should be seriously deficient in my 
duty, were I not to call your attention distinctly 
and separately to the bearing of the Grospel scheme 
upon practice, and to shew that the doctrines of 
free grace are not only not subversive of the inter- 
ests of practical religion and of morality, but that 
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they actually recognize, uphold, and secure them 
in the fullest and most efficient manner. And I 
do this the more readily, because there exists in 
many minds, many too, most honest and well- 
meaning, a suspicious and jealous distrust of these 
doctrines as tending to draw off the mind from 
practice, and even, if not set forth and received in 
a very qualified manner, to loosen the bonds of 
moral obligation. Hence many who would ear- 
nestly contend for the truth " that a man is justi- 
fied by faith, without the deeds of the law," as a 
fundamental doctrine of the Christian scheme, 
would yet fear the practical effect of that doctrine 
when taught in a free and imreserved manner. 
While they would not, theoretically deny that the 
Gospel is a Gospel of free grace, they yet fear the 
effect of bringing free grace chiefly and promi- 
nently to bear upon the mhids of men. They 
would not propose to preach salvation by works, 
but yet upon works would they chiefly, if not ex- 
clusively, dwell in endeavouring to bring men to 
practical religion. You seem to us,'' they would 
say, to lay far too much stress, at least too exclu. 
sive a stress upon faith — true, you explain that 
term as a living, acting, practical principle, but we 
cannot help thinking that 'Believe, Believe* in- 
stead of * Do, Do,* is too often upon your tongues. 
We agree with you, abstractedly and theoretically, 
in your views of the Gospel scheme, we do not 
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accuse you of holding false doctrines, but we could 
wish to see you use a litde more caution and re- 
serve in your statements — ^you so utterly shut work 
out as meritorious in the work of a sinner's salva- 
tion, that although we do not charge you with any 
wish or design to luU men into carelessness, still 
less to lead them into licentiousness of practice, 
yet we do tremble lest such be the eflfect of your 
doctrine. We tremble for a man's sense of his 
own responsibility who is so constantly occupied 
with the sovereign and free Grace of God. You 
see, my Brethren, I am supposing the case of an 
honest objector — I am supposing the case of a 
man who means well, and who, not from being 
offended at the humiliating character of the Gos- 
pel doctrines, but from honest, though unfounded, 
fears for the interests of practical religion and of 
morality, distrusts the effect of the broad and un- 
qualified statements which others conceive them- 
selves called upon to make. 

And that there is a danger is most true. That 
there is such a thing as perverting the grace of 
God to licentiousness, as sinning that grace may 
abound," let the history of Antinomianism, let the 
practical Antinomianism of our own day, let St. 
Paul's anticipatory and prophetic question prove. 
Nor can it be denied that, in the desire to avoid 
what is called mere moral preaching, to elevate the 
grace of God, and to set forth the Gospel in a faith- 
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ful and uncompromising manner, many faithful 
ministers (for human nature is prone to extremes) 
have given room for the suspicion and distrust to 
which I have alluded, by confining themselves 
almost exclusively to doctrinal statement and doc- 
trinal discussion. In endeavouring to avoid legality, 
they have scarcely entered sufficiently into the 
detail of practice — they have failed in setting forth 
doctrine practically — and though none would shrink 
with more horror from Antinomian licentiousness, 
though they would exclaim with St. Paul God 
forbid that we sin that grace may abound,'' it is 
to be feared that in endeavouring to lead their 
hearer's minds off from the Law as a ground of 
hope, they have scarcely guarded sufficiently 
against the error of supposing that the Law is 
annulled as a rule of life. If their preaching would 
not lead, as in the case of the professed Antino- 
mian, to licentiousnesSy it has an indirect and gra- 
dual, but a sure tendency, to lead to carelessness in 
practice. 

Now having striven, as I trust, by God's grace 
and teaching, to proclaim the doctrines of free 
grace among you, and determining henceforth too, 
in reliance upon the same grace and teaching, to 
know nothing," to preach nothing, among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified," I desire, 
dear Brethren, to shew you this morning, not that 

the truth" of God " as it is in Jesus," may not 
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be perverted and abused — ^for what good cannot 
man pervert to evil ? — ^what blessing cannot man, 
with the deviPs help, turn into a curse ? — ^nor yet 
to shew you that this same truth may not, though 
most imintentionally, be so stated as to seem hos- 
tile to the interests of practical religion — ^for as I 
have said, the human mind is prone to extremes, 
and in endeavouring to steer dear of one rock we 
but too often run upon another — but what I pray 
God to be enabled to shew you is, that the Gospel 
rMjrA% interpreted, rightly preached, rightly received, 
rightly lived upon, is not only not fatal to, but most 
productive of, practical godliness and morality. 

Let us then direct our serious and prayerful 
attention to the establishment of the two following 
points : 

I. The INTERESTS OF PRACTICAL RELIGION AND 
OF TRUE MORALITY ARE MOST FULLY PROVIDED 
FOR AND SECURED BY THE GOSPEL SCHEME. 

II. No VIEW OF THE GoSPEL SCHEME IS SOUND 

AND Scriptural, no profession of Chris- 
tianity SAVING, WHICH IS NOT PRACTICAL. 

First then — the interests of practical reli- 
gion AND OF TRUE MORALITY ARE MOST FULLY 
PROVIDED FOR AND SECURED BY THE GOSPSL 
SCHEME. 

What, my Brethren, is the sun and centre of 
the Gospel ? What but the cross of Christ ? And 
is the cross of Christ the place where we shall 
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learn to underrate, to think lightly of, sin ? Is the 
cross of Christ the place where we shall learn that 
God has made void His ]aw? Is the cross of 
Christ the place where we shall learn that God 
makes light of sin? I know indeed that the 
sound tha,t first strikes the sinner's ear from that 
cross, is " God so loved the world*' — ^but surely if 
we view that cross aright, the exceeding sinfulness 
of siA, God's hatred of it, and the irreversible cha- 
racter of the sentence which His law records 
against it, are no less forcibly brought home to our 
minds by the cross of Christ than when we hear 
Him proclaiming The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die" — The wages of sin is death." True, if we 
ask, Why is man spared? why is redemption 
oflfered ? — the answer is to be foimd in the eternal 
and boundless compassion of our God. If we ask, 
" Why the only begotten Son left the bosom of 
the Father to purchase and bring in this re- 
demption ? — the answer is still God so loved the 
world." But if we ask why sin involved such 
utter ruin and entailed so fearful a curse — if we 
ask why, when mercy and redemption were to be 
oflfered, they were to be oflfered, and purchased at 
so vast a price ? the answer is to be found in the 
holiness and justice of our God, and in the exceed- 
ing heinousness of sin in His eyes. So then in 
the very " comer stone" of the Grospel scheme is 
set forth in the strongest and most awful colours 
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the character of sin* — of all sin — of sin in every 
shape. Say then, is it not one of Satan's most 
monstrous, most fearful, most hellish delusions, 
that a man sins that grace may abound?" Well 
indeed may he cloke the monstrous perversion under 
the fair name of Christian liberty, under the specious 
pretext of the fulfilment of the moral law by the 
sinner's Surety, under the plea of establishing the 
grace of God. It were too monstrous if not dis- 
guised. A man could not profess to cry, God 
be merciful to me a sinner," and go away pro- 

* I cannot withhold the following passage, though almost 
bejond the limits of a quotation : 

" When we learn that to reconcile the most High to sinners, 
the humiliation and the sufferings of His only begotten Son were 
essential : that for this atonement it was essential that He who 
was in the beginning, who was with God, and who was God — 
God over all blessed for ever, — should come in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, should humble Himself and be obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross ; when we learn that this cup could 
not pass from Him unless He drank it ; do we not learn that 
nothing short of an infinite sacrifice for sin is an adequate de- 
claration of the infinite abhorrence with which sin is regarded 
by a Being of infinite purity ; of which all former demon- 
strations of His wrath against it were but comparatively faint 
indications ? And if this be so, is it not plain, — not merely 
how our conceptions of God*s abhorrence of sin are impeded 
by our slow hearts and blunted moral seiisibilities here, and 
how they will be augmented when this body of sin is laid down, 
and, with minds enlarged and purified, we shall know, even as 
we are known, — but that they must be continually advancing, 
as our knowledge of the worth and dignity of the sacrifice in 
which this hatred was embodied, is augmented ; and that this 
knowledge — the whole height, and length, and breadth of which 
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fessedly to sin more and more — he could not pro- 
fess to momn that his sins nailed the Son of God to 
the cross and go away to " crucify" him " afresh" 
by fresh iniquities — and therefore the monstrous 
perversion is cloked under fair and specious 
names. 

Therefore, my dear Brethren, think not of the 
cross of Jesus as setting forth God's love alone — 
think of it as no less the vindication of His holy 
law — think of it as teaching no less the solemn 
truth that " without shedding of blood is no re- 
passes all finite capacity — ^must be receiving unceasing addi- 
tions through the progress of the infinite duration that awaits 
us ? 

"This must be so. Nor can we doubt that those higher 
spirits that stand before God's throne, and enjoy that vision 
which is promised to ^ the pure in heart ;^ who have lived in 
the light of God's purity since the first dawn of created being, 
and have witnessed or executed all the awful manifestations of 
His wrath against sin, since it first appeared among the works 
of His hands, — we cannot doubt, I say, that thet^ find in His 
last judgment against it — ^when He * awoke the sword agaimt 
the man that is His fellow, and was pleased to bruise and to put to 
grief* the Son of His love, — new evidence of the holiness be- 
fore which they veil their faces while they adore it ; that they 
turn from all other monuments of His anger — from the burning 
cities of the plain — from a deluged world — from the immitigable 
and unending torments of rebellious angels — to Calvary — ^to the 
spectacle of their Creator, the Creator of all worlds, visible and 
invisible, in mortal agony for sin ; and find in the contemplation 
matter to deepen all their apprehensions of the infinite malig- 
nity of sin, of God's holy hatred for it, and His righteous 
determination to punish it." — O'Brien's Sermons — Sermon 
VIL pages 188 — 9. But see the whole p^sage from page 186. 
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mission" — for, remember, had not the sinner's 
accepted Surety died, the sinner must himself have 
satisfied the law and borne its penalty. 

But again, how is the Gospel Atonement made 
available^ to the individual sinner's soul ? True, it 
is not by the sinner's being required to qualify 
himself, to pay a price for it, by certain moral per- 
formances — the offers are made to him, are put 
within his reach as a sinner^ and it is a simple em- 
bracing of these oflfers, a simple trust in the Atone- 
ment thus provided that justifies and saves him — 
but what is this trust ? what is faith ? Because 
moral performances are excluded from being the 
meritorious cause of his salvation, because, in 
other words, he is not justified by his morality and 
by his works, are moraUty and works therefore dis- 
carded ? I need hardly answer this question at any 
length now, my dear Hearers, because I have, on 
more than one occasion, striven to shew you the 
true nature of justifying, saving faith. But in en- 
deavouring to establish my present point, namely, 
that the interests of practical morality are provided 
for and secured in the Gospel scheme of salvation; 
I cannot altogether omit this. Faith justifies — 
faith saves — faith leading the sinner from an utter 
distrust of even his best performances to the blood- 
shedding and righteousness of Jesus — and works 
are altogether laid aside — ^yes, I repeat it, we are 
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speaking of the grounds of a sinner's justification, 
of the purchase of heaven for the sinner — and here 
works are altogether laid aside — ^but let me ask what 
is faith ? — what does God call faith ? You answer 
belief. 'No— belief is not practical enough for God — 
belief alone is not faith. Faith — God's faith — is 
practical — and God's test is, Shew me thy faith by 
thy works J' I say then is the grand vital doctrine of 
the Gospel, viz. that a man is justified by faith sub- 
versive of, or even unfavourable to morality? A man 
is accounted righteous before God — for what? 
for his works ? No — mthout the deeds of the law. 
So then this doctrine is most unfavourable to, yea, 
quite subversive of, any fancied claim of merit upon 
the score of works — but the sinner is accounted 
righteous because he believes the testimony of God 
concerning Christ Jesus in the Gospel, not as a fact 
simply, but in such a way as to put the whole, the 
undivided trust of his soul in Christ Jesus. But 
this trust, this utter resignation of himself up to 
the Saviour thus embraced, of necessity — mark it, 
Brethren, of necessity — produces the practical results 
of obedience, of good works, of true morality, in 
the heart, the tongue, and the life. "Yes," but 
you say, some have faith without these results." 
I answer, it cannot be* — ^it is a contradiction in 

* For how can a man have this true faith, this sure trust 
and confidence in God, that by the merits of Christ his sins be 
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terms — they may call it faith — they may call it 
what they will — it is not the faith of the Bible — ^it 
is not the faith of St. Paul— it is not the faith of 
St. James — ^for the well-known passage of St. James 
to which I have before referred you, is as the dic- 
tionary to which we may turn for the explanation 



forgiven, and be reconciled to the favour of God, and to be 
partaker of the kingdom of heaven by Christ, when he liveth 
ungodlily ; and denieth Christ in his deeds ? Surely no such 
ungodly man can have this faith and trust in God. For as they 
know Christ to be the only Saviour of the world ; so they know 
also that wicked men shall not enjoy the kingdom of God/' — 
Homilies — Third Part of tJte Sermon of Salvation. 

Thy deeds and works must be an open testimonial of thy 
faith ; otherwise thy faith, being without good works, is but the 
devil's faith, the faith of the wicked, a phantasy of faith, and 
not the true Christian faith. And like as the devils and evil 
people be nothing the better for their counterfeit faith, but it is 
unto them the more cause of damnation ; so they that be 
christened, and have received knowledge of God, and of Christ's 
merits, and yet of a set purpose do live idly without good 
works, thinking the name of a naked faith to be either sufficient 
for them, or else setting their minds upon the vain pleasures of 
this world, do live in sin without repentance, not uttering the 
fruits that do belong to such an high profession ; upon such 
presumptuous persons and wilful sinners, must needs remain the 
great vengeance of God, and eternal punishment in hell, pre- 
pared for the unjust and wicked livers. Therefore, as you pro- 
fess the name of Christ, good Christian people, let no such 
phantasy and imagination of faith at any time beguile you ; 
but be sure of your faith, try it by your living, look upon the 
fruits that come of it, mark the increase of love and charity by 
it towards God and your neighbour, and so shall you perceive 
it to be a true lively faith." — Homilies — Tliird Part of the 
Sermon of Faith. 
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of St. Paul's term — and that explanation is : " faith 
without works is dead/' If a man do not thus 
interpret faith, if he bring not this doctrine, you 
may blame Aim, you may reject Um as preaching 
false and immoral and licentious doctrine, but re- 
ject not the Gospel doctrine — ^he is not preaching 
the Gospel, he is not preaching the Apostolic doc- 
trine of Justification by faith. The man who would 
have works without faith is building upon no foun- 
dation at all — the man who would have faith with- 
out works cannot be building on a true foundation. 
They must go hand in hand — and I believe it to be 
quite as necessary to insist on the one as the other. 
If I ask, What justifies me? and am answered 
faith, how am I the better if I understand not, or 
if I misunderstand, the nature, the meaning of 
faith? 

But, on the other hand, I believe this doctrine, 
rightly proclaimed, rightly received, to be the sun and 
centre of the Christian system. I believe it to be 
a most unfounded and vain distrust of God's own 
means and God's own Word to qualify this doctrine. 
I should desire my only caution in stating it to be 
this — ^let me be sure I am stating it rightly and 
Scripturally, and then I leave the effect to God. 
And I speak the words of truth and soberness" 
when I say that I should as soon bid the wild 
waves of ocean be calm at my word, as strive to 
convert a soul by preaching any other doctrine. It 
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may seem specious to begin by talking of morality, 
to begin by attempting a reformation of practice, 
but I believe that however specious, I might as well 
sit down and speculate how to build me a house by 
beginning to uprear the roof before I had dug my 
foundation. I know I might produce temporary 
amendment or outward reformation by other means, 
but temporary amendment, and outward reforma- 
tion do not save the soul, do not make the soul 
right before its God. Were I to go among the 
publicans and harlots I should say, '^Behold the 
Lamb of God — were I thrown to-morrow among 
the wildest savages, the most besotted idolators — 
I should not think of preparing men for this doc- 
trine, of opening it in a guarded, or reserved, or 
qualified manner — ^no — believing that the cross of 
Jesus is God's means for the moral and spiritual 
regeneration of a fallen world — ^believing that there 
is the most precise, the most complete adaptation 
in the Gospel scheme to man's case and need as a 
sinner — ^believing that if Jesus be lifted up," He 
vnll *'draw all men" to Him — I would preach 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified" among publi- 
cans and harlots, among savages, heathens, and 
idolators. It is a distrust, I repeat it, of God's 
wisdom to fear the practical results of the Scrip- 
tural statement of this doctrine — but the Scriptural 
statement is not only that faith justifies, but that 
justifying faith is known and tested by its fruits. 
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So then, not only as we saw, in the first place, 
is the Gospel doctrine of the Atonement calculated 
to impress the sinner in the strongest manner with 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, but as we have now 
seen, secondly, the very means by which this truth 
is applied and laid hold of by the individual sinner 
is such as to secure most fully and effectually the in- 
terests of practical morality, inasmuch as that faith 
which is the instrument of the sinner's Justification, 
of necessity implies and involves good works. 

But again. Sanctification by God the Holy 
Ghost, or the making the sinner AoZy, is no less a 
doctrine of the Gospel scheme than Justification 
through God the Son, or the accounting the sinner 
righteous. Except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God,'' is no less funda- 
mental a truth than that a man is justified by 
faith.'* We do indeed declare that Sanctification is 
not a sinner's title to heaven, but we declare that it 
is just as necessary, just as indispensable, as if it 
were.* We do not proclaim it unnecessary, we do 



* " We need not that poor shift for the pressing of holiness 
and obedience upon men, to represent it to them as the meriting 
cause of salvation. This is not at all to the purpose, seeing 
that without it the necessity of holiness is pressing enough ; for 
holiness is no less necessary/ to salvation^ than if it were the meriting 
came of it ; it is as inseparably tied to it in tlie purpose of God* 
And in the order of performance, godliness is as certainly before 
sahatiouy as if salvation did wholly and altogether depend upon ii^ 
and were in point of justice deserved by it,'* — Leighton on St. 
Peter, chap, i., verse 2. 
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not cast a slight upon it, we do not say that it is 
found existing apart from and without Justification, 
because we say that it is not Justification itself. 
And I do as firmly believe, I would as strongly 
impress upon you, my Brethren, the importance of 
daily, hourly growth in grace, as if each point of 
our progress were the casting in something to the 
scale of the purchase price of our salvation. For 
this very end is the Spirit covenanted to us, for 
this very end is Jesus* holy example set before us — 
viz. that we may be holy. Conformity, likeness to 
God, is the aim set before us. Jesus did not die 
simply to rescue us from hell, as the penalty of our 
transgressions — He died to bring us back to the 
lost image of our God — and that image is an image 
of purity and holiness. As therefore I have already 
hinted, the moral law of our God, although not a 
covenant of salvation, nor a ground of hope^ is as 
much binding upon us as a rule of life as when pro- 
pounded in thunder from Sinai — I had almost said 
more binding — ^for it comes enforced by all the con- 
straining power of Gospel motives — the motives 
gained from the cross of Jesus. What ? are the 
Ten Commandments waxed old, are they vanished 
away, because we are not under the law, but under 
grace ? Nay — but we are under the law as a rule of 
life and a standard of duty — the constraining obliga- 
tions of Sinai are made yet more constraining by 
the mercies of Calvary. God has not changed. 
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and upon the moral law is stamped the unchanged 
and unchangeable impress of His perfections. 

Once again — and I regret that time forbids my 
attempting to do justice to any one of these heads 
as I proceed — observe the spiritual character of the 
Gospel motiveSy and of the obedience which the Gospel 
enjoins. The world tells the drunkard that he is 
ruining his health, and squandering his substance — 
the Gospel adds that he is crucifying the Son of 
God afresh ! The world tells the profligate that he 
is blasting his character — the Gospel that he is 
trampling upon the blood of Jesus, and defiling 
that body which should be the temple of the Holy 
Ghost." Yes, Brethren, the Gospel scheme makes 
heart work of it. Man, in his schemes of fancied 
wisdom, like a child, puts the hands of the clock 
right, and forgets, so pleased is he with their mo- 
mentary correctness, that he has left a broken or 
disordered main-spring imrepaired and imtouched. 
The Gospel strikes home — it looks not for pure 
streams till it has cleansed the fountain-head. The 
world cleanses the outside of the cup and platter, 
the Gospel that which is within also. The Gospel 
brings heart- searching and spiritual motives to 
bear upon the sinner, and seeks to make the fruit 
good by making the tree good first. It demands 
an obedience which tests the state of the whole 
heart. Say then, is such a scheme unfavourable 
to, or subversive of, practical morality and obedi- 
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ence ? a scheme indeed of free grace, but bringing 
the most spiritual sanctions and motives to bear 
upon the law's every requirement. Bather, if the 
heart be gained, is not all gained ? is not the prac- 
tice thus enforced, thus called out, the only prac- 
tice really deserving the name of practice ? — is not 
this morality the only true morality? — are not 
these good works the only good works worthy of the 
name ? morality, good works, and practical obedi- 
ence, based upon love to God through the Gospel 
of His Son, and flowing from the heart, renewed 
and sanctified by the Spirit of the same Jesus. 

What then ? shall we sin " that grace may 
abound?'* " Shall we sin because we are not 
under the law, but under grace ?'* Shall we grow 
careless or licentious ? shall we be lukewarm in 
our obedience, because we are not looking to our 
obedience as the anchor of our hope for eternity ? 
We turn to the cross of Jesus and behold the Son 
of God dying for sin — can we but answer to our 
question, " God forbid?" We stretch out the 
hand of faith to this Saviour, we appropriate His 
blood-shedding, we put on His righteousness — 
shall we then sin ? we shrink back with Paul from 
the very thought of so monstrous a perversion of 
free grace — with him we exclaim : " God forbid I" 
The Holy Spirit of our God is working within us — 
He hath quickened us again^ hath begotten us 
afresh, He is working within us and fitting us for 
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the purchased inheritance — shall we then sin ? — 
" God forbid The call is : Give me thine 
heart," and it comes from the cross of Jesus — 
shall we then sin ? God forbid !" 

And now, Brethren, I trust that our first point is 
established, viz. that so far from the doctrines 
OF free grace being subversive of, or even un- 
favourable TO MORALITY AND GOOD WORKS, THE 
INTERESTS OF TRUE MORALITY ARE FULLY SECURED 
BY, OR RATHER NECESSARILY INVOLVED IN, THE 

Gospel scheme. You have seen that upon the 
cross of Jesus the holiness, no less than the love of 
God, is inscribed — you have seen that a so-called 
faith which is barren of good works, still more an 
immoral or licentious faith, but usurps the name — 
you have seen that not only is "Be ye holy'* the 
injunction of the Gospel, but that the rendering 
the sinner holy — the doctrine of Sanctification — is 
a cardinal point of Christianity — and you have 
seen lastly that as the Law stands unrepealed as a 
rule of life and standard of conduct, so the Gospel 
motives for obedience are of the most constraining 
character, and the obedience itself required by the 
Gospel an obedience of the heart and spirit. 

Having dwelt thus fully upon our First point — our 
Second, viz. that no view of the Gospel scheme 
IS sound and Scriptural, no profession of 
Christianity saving, which is not practical, 
will come in rather by way of practical application. 
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Now, under this head, my object is not to deal 
with the professed Antinomian, the man who pro- 
fessedly considers himself released from the obliga- 
tion of the moral law, because his great Surety has 
both borne its penalty and fulfilled it for him. 
There is a large class of Christians who listen with 
jealous suspicion to the setting forth of the detail 
of practical duties. To dwell on duty at all seems 
to them a proportionate obscuring of the doctrines 
of free grace — to set forth the Ten Commandments 
as a rule of life is, they fancy, to be " entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage/' They confound 
the preaching of morality with the preaching of 
legality. They drink in with greedy ears the full 
detail of Christian privileges — they expatiate upon 
the doctrines of free grace with the richest delight, 
but duty and practice seem to them imfitting for 
the liberty of the justified believer. The latter end 
of St. Paul's epistles they seem to have forgotten. 
They are very far from any theoretical agreement 
with the Antinomian — they too would exclaim, 

God forbid," should the question be propounded 
to them Does grace give a licence to sin ?" — still 
less do they propose to themselves any lawless and 
impure indulgences in sin — I am not now speaking 
of such — ^but yet the tendency of their minds, (they 
do not know it, they do not realize it,) yet, I say, 
the tendency of their minds is to a disparagement 
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of practical morality and good works. They are so 
anxious about iheir foundation , so taken up with 
admiring its beauty and solidity, that they forget 
that a foundation is laid that a superstructure may 
be built. 

Now to such I would speak in all affection, but 
in earnest seriousness — would address to them 
the language of caution. You are far from Anti- 
nomianism in theory and as a doctrine — ^beware of 
it in practice. What is called " high doctrine" is a 
dangerous thing, because it is a partial, a distorted 
yiew of truth. I yield to none in desiring that the 
child of God should have his food, the ripened saint 
his strong meat — am willing to put Christian 
privilege as much before you as Christian duty, 
but not to the exclusion of duty. And I say let a 
man lay his foundation deep in the truth of Christ 
crucified and the renewal of the heart by God's 
sovereign, preventing grace, and after that, he can- 
not be too practical. Only, I say with you, let 
him not bid the dry bones live in any other name 
than of the Spirit of the living God — ^but when 
once that energy has bid them stand upon their 
feet, let him direct their motions as minutely as he 
will. I say with you, let him not send the sinner 
to heaven trusting to other than the Gospel rock, 
even Christ Jesus the Lord, but let him bring faith 
to the test of work — ^let him see that while we for- 
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sake the law as a covenant of hope we have not 
forsaken it as a rule of life — let him remember that 
the justified sinner is sanctified also. 

I have said I would speak to such, if perchance 
I address such, in the language of caution. My 
dear Friends, saving religion is practical. You are 
desirous of avoiding a fatal error — you tremble to 
obscure the doctrines of free grace — ^you see the 
impotency of attempting to raise a superstructure 
of morality and good works upon the foundation of 
human eiFort and human merit — ^y^^u know that 
there is no morality where there is not spirituality — 
no holiness, no true religion, without the grace of 
God — and in all this you are right — quite right — 
hut beware of an opposite extreme, a no less fatal 
error. If there be no morality without religion, 
there is no religion luithout morality — if there be no 
good works without faith, there is no faith wUhout 
good works. And you must not imagine that the 
doctrine of St. James is all but legality, that it 
wants softening down and qualifying. We do not 
preach Justification by works when we preach that 
justifying faith works, and is known and tested by 
its fruits. 

A view. Brethren, so exclusive of practice as the 
one to which I now refer exposes to much self- 
deception. By their fruits ye shall know them^^ is 
the test of God Himself — imagine not then that it 
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is legality to apply God's own test. It is not a 
man's talking largely of his being an elect child of 
God that will convince us of his safety, if we see 
not the effectual working of God's Spirit in his 
life — they that are " elect according to the fore- 
knowledge" of God the Father are elect through 
aanctijication of the Spirit unto obedience*^ — and the 
Sanctification of the Spirit is to be tested by the 
fruits of the Spirit, and obedience to be shewn by 
good works, and the keeping of the commandments 
of God. Tha Apostle felt assured that his dear 
Thessalonian converts were elected of God — for 
his Gospel came to them not in word only, but 
also in power y and in the Holy Ghost,'' no less than 
in much assurance." You will find in your 
daily growth in grace, your daily scrutiny of your 
own hearts, in your tempers, your words, your 
actions, a surer test of your real state before God 
and for eternity, than in the most high-wrought 
feelings, the most exalted notions of your Christian 
privileges. I know this may be called legality by 
some. I deny it. I am not seeking to call you 
off the Gospel foundation, for "an angel from 
heaven" were accursed" by so damnable an en- 
deavour—but I call upon you to see that ye are 
building on the true foimdation — I call upon you 
to apply God's own test, and not to risk your eter- 
nity upon mere feelings which may deceive. 
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And be minute in your self-scrutiny. The blood 
of Jesus, while it cleanses from all sin, gives not a 
licence even for carelessness, still less for sin. Are 
you a son — a husband — a father — a master — a 
tradesman ? — then must your faith, in all its prac- 
tical results and fruits, be running out into your 
every duty. There must be no carelessness — no 
fancying that these form too mean a scene for the 
operation of your faith and graces — in the detail, 
the minutest detail of these, must your faith and 
graces be manifested and tested. The faith of the 
unkind son, the unkind husband, the unkind father, 
the haughty and ungentle master, the dishonest, I 
had almost said, the illiberal tradesman, is defective 
and suspicious, if not unsound. A censorious and 
harsh word, remember, is an evidence against your 
charity which outweighs the evidence that even an 
obedient mountain might give to your faith. 

Oh ! then, dear Brethren, " Examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith." I will not say, turn 
not the grace of God into lasciviousness'* — ^from 
that ye would shrink with the emphatic — God 
forbid of the Apostle. But beware lest ye grow 
careless — ^beware lest, jealous for grace, greedy of 
privilege, ye forget your responsibility and grow 
sluggish or lax in duty. Your sun and centre is the 
cross of Jesus — shew to an ungodly world that from 
that sun the rays, not of hope and comfort only, 

o o 
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but of holiness and virtue diverge throughout your 
every duty and your daily walk. Whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report ; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these things." 



THE END. 
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